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LOR^'CLIVE, Baron Plassey, 


I T is not merely the life of a man, fortunate 
in war, ikilful in politics, dexterous in nego- 
tiations, and afpiring to the wealth, grandeur, 
and poww of & fovereign, w’fe prefuiue to offer to 
the public. Our defign is <p inquire into the 
Firft caufes of his elevation to n military command, 
which put him on a level witii the princes of the 
eaft. To confider 'ftheiher hi\ fuccefsful exploits, 
and his valuable acquiliiions, ‘Were prodoClive of 
national dilgrace or honour’^ point out the mo- 
tives of his alliancos a.fcni ^ftilities, as they 
were fubfervicnt toHjU iibition, and mcon- 

fiftenf “ivith ^Dublic ^od .toribfenvif 

with impartiality the ufe he made of his immenfe 
riches, his unbounded authority,^nd the prstorian 
j ’ B v** dignity 
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dlgiiity he cxcrdfcd in the Peninfula of Indqs. 
We will not anticipate upon the judgment of pof- 
fer/fy by insidious and lihhen) cOBjec* 

lures ; time, Nvhich ripens the lepvnaiion of men, 
will explode Ids true character according^ to the 
ftandard of his civil and military tranfactlons, in 
the camp, in the cabinet, and in the fcnaic. _ 

To give the reader adiftinct idea of a company 
of merchants, whofc fert’anis have lately exhibited 
in thefe realms the magnificence and pigwntry of 
fovercigns to the difparagcment of the ancient no- 
bility, We fhall give a fketch of the forts and fctlle- 
ments they acquired within the Ganges, under the 
fanction of royal charters, in virtue of which they 
claim, fine* the late peace, an Immcnfc tract of" 
, fiptriot in vjttAvb, fw\i\i\y , nnd 

number of inliabltamsto any in Europe, 

Surat is the firft we Ihall mention : 'from the 
province fo called, fituated bjtwccn ihcaift.and 
aid degrees of north latitude, the Peninfula witliin 
the Ganges, flrctches into the Indian ocean as far 
^as the latitude of eight north, ending ir^ a point 
*at Cape Comorinl which is the foutl|[>n extre- 
mity to th2 noriW-.ard. I'his Peninfula joins to 
Indoftan' and at itsWieatcr bieadth’extends feven 
hundred miles. 'Uton the w'cft, eaft, and fouih,it 
is w allied by the fe* it comprehends the kingdoms 
of Malabar, Decani Golcouda and Bvfnagat , with 
the principalities ol ''■“ngi,. Tanjaonr, and Ma- 
dura. The wefVerA 3c i/ djlinguiflied by the 
name of the Mahba\ eallern takes the 

denomination of C^.„iarKrfr; and in different 
parts of this long fweep, from Surat' round Capo 
Comenn, to the* hottoin of the Bay of Bengal, the 
• Englifh 
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En^lifli and feveral other Eoropean powers, have 
.cftabliflied forts and trading fettlcments, wi^h the^ 
confent of tlic Mogul, who claims the fovcrcignty 
of the whole empire. 

’ Indeed all thefe kingdoms, properly fpeaking. 
belong to him, but his power was fo v/eakened by 
the lafl; invafion of KoiiH Khan, that he has not 
been able to aHert his empire over that remote 
country } the tributary princefs of which, and 
even the nabobs, who were originally ‘governors 
appointed by his authority, have rendered them- 
felves independent, and abfolutc in their refpeflive 
icrritorics. Thefe princes, when .they quarrel ^ 
among thcmfelvcs, naturally have rccourfe to 
fuch European powers, as are fettled in or near 
their dommIon«, and in the fame manner the 
Eaft Indian companies of Europe, which happen . 
to be at war with each others never fail to intercit 
the nabobs in the dirpute. 

The next EngUlh feTileraent to Surat, on the 
coaft of the Peninfuta, is Bombay, in the king- 
dom of Decan, a fnnll ifland, about five and forty 
leagues to the fouih of Surat j its harbour can 
«onvenicr*'’y hold a thoufand ^ps at anchor, the 
ifland itfeu is about feven milis in lenr^th and 
twenty in circumference, but iip fiiuation and har- 
bour arc its chief recommendations, being deftitute 
of almoft all the convcnicncics of life; the town is 
about a mile long, very populous, but poorly 
. built, and the climate was f:val lo.the Lnglifh', 
conrtiiutions, liU experience, Icauiion, and tempe- 
rance, taught ihentl prifcrv.VtivcS againd its «n- 
^^holcfomenf^s. Thl'\\afe*^r^r there is preferved 
in lanks, which receives itTdShc rainy feafons 
‘ ' 'fhe 
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The foit is a regular quadrangle and well built ’of 
ftonet Many black merchants refide here : this 
ifland was part of the portion paid with the in- 
fante of Portugal, to Charles II. who gave it tp 
the Eaft India Company. The Englifh have fallen 
upon methods to render this ifland and town, under 
all their difadvantages, a fafe, if not an agreeable 
refidence. The reader need fcarcely be informed, 
that the governor and council of Bombay have 
luaative polls, as well as the officers under them. 
The troops on the ifland are commanded by Eng- 
lifh officers, and the natives, when formed into 
regular companies,' and difciplined, are here, and 
all over the Eaft Indies, called fea-poys. The in- 
habitants of the ifland amount to near fixty thou- 
fand, of different nations, each of whom enjovs th& 
pra£lice of his religion unmolefted. 

The Englifh company Hkewife carry* on fome 
traffic at Dabul, about forty leagues farther, in 
the province of Cuncao, in the f»n^e foutherly pro- 
greffion: towards the point 6f the Peninfula is 
Canvar, a fmall foit and faaory bclonginEr to the 
company on the fouih fide of a bay, widi a river 
^pab = of rccavUgfliip, of pretty larM burthen; 
•he cl, mate here ,s remarkably faluTriour; the 
tljrhln provifions of all forts, and 

hood to this neighbour- 

Tellicheri, where, 
commerce of ^ defend their 

ba Hut, P”t of Mala- 

bar. 

where the French and 
Por- 


Hither the 
Calicut, a lara 
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Portuguefe have fmall fa^ones. The EngUfh 
keep 3C Tcllicherf, a complear garrifon of fifry 
foldiers. 

The moft foutherly fetdement of the, Engliflii - 
oa the Malabar coaft, is that of Anjengo; it is 
defended by a regular fore, fituated on a broad 
river which falls into the fea, and would be very 
commodious for trade, were not the waters on^ the 
bar roo djaJJow fo admit /hips 'of a confiderable 
burthen. 

Then turning the 'Cape, and paffing through 
the ftrait of Chilas, formed by the illand of Ceylon, 
the coaft of CoromandaWbrms the eaftern fide of* 
the Ifthmus, the firft Englifli faftory in a northern 
direflion is the Fort St. David’s, formerly called 
Tegapotan, within the principality of Gcngi.* li: 
was about forty years ago fold by a Maratta^ 
prince to the ILaft India company; its territory 
extends above eight miles upon the coaft, and is 
delightfully wintered by a variety of rivers; ’the 
foil IS fertile, and "the climate healthy; the fort is 
ftrong and regular, and of great importance to 
our trade; it is well provided with cannon, ammu- 
nition ^d a numerous garrifen, which is the more 
necefla’ry on account of the vicinity of the French 
fettlemcnt at Pondichery, once their capital in 
the Eaft Indies, but now demolifhcd by the Hng- 
Hfli, who took It in the late war. It was reftored 
by the peace of Fontainbleau. The trade of 
fort Sc. David’s confills in long cloths of different 
colours, fal/ampq-ec^ mefecs, dimities, ginghams, 
and faccatoons. «u^hc chief fettlemenc belonging 
to the company on'-'^Vdr*^riV IS chat of Madraft, or 
fort St. George, {landing firYher to the northward. 



f 6 ] 

not a grest 'way from the diamond mines of Gol- 
conda This capital of the compan/s domitfions 
in the Eaft Indies, is feafcd on a fiat, barren, 
fcorc^mgfand, fo near the fea, that in bad wea- 
ther, the walls are endangered by the mighty 
furges rolled in from the ocean , as the foil is bar- 
ren, the cl mate is fo inienfely hot, that it would 
be altogether uninhabitable, were not the heat 
mitigated bv the fea breezes No pains have 
been fpared by the company, in rendering this fort 
impregnable to any force that can be brought 
againft it by the natives , it is a regular fquare, and 
proteds two towns, called from the complections 
of their feveral inhabitants, the White and the 
Black, they are both furrounded with walls, well 
moutiied with attiUerv, and very populous, the 
White town is fortified, and contains an Englifii 
corporation of a Mayor and Aldermen. 

Madnfs, with feveral Milages in the neigh- 
bourhood, was purchafed of the lung of Golconda, 
befo’C the Mogul became foveroegn of this coun- 
try This diUnct i;» of little value for us produce, 
and muft import its ow n provifions Eighty ihou- 
fmd inhabitants of lanous nations are to be 
dependent upon MaSrafs, but its lafeiy corififls in 
the fuperionty of the Enghfh by fea It carries 
on a confidcrablc trade wuh China, Perfia, and 
Mocha, the gmernor of this place is not only 
prefident of Fort St George, but alfo of all the 
other kttlcments on the co^ft of Malabar and 
Coromandel, as far as ifl/nd of Sumatra, he 
has a council to afiift him, a^ in« nor judges, who 
pst fcrterci. uf draityts/f^riy on malcfaBors 
of anj ration, cxcoj/ Hbc iob ctls of Great Bn- 
' tain. 


V 
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tarn. He lives in great pomp, and when Ke goei 
abroad appears in vaft fplendor; all the Company s 
hfFairs are directed by him and his council, who are 
invefted with the power of inflicting corporal pu- 
nifhment,fhorcof life, and member upon fuch Eu-“ 
ropeans as are in the fervice, and difpofe of all 
places of trull and profit. The military officers 
belonging to the Company, by virtue of •'an act of 
parliament, palTed in the 27tn of George H, are 
permitted to hodd a court-martial, and punilh their 
loldiets according to the degree of their delin- 
quency. V ' ' ' 

This bill for punifhing mutiny and defertion of 
officers and foldiers in the fervice of the Eaft-India 
’company, 'and for the poniihment ofoffencescom- 
mitted m the Eaft Indies, and the ifland of St." 
Helena, was .by many membersofthe legiflature 
confidered as a dangerous extenfion o'f military 
power, to the prejuitceof the civil rights enjoyed 
by Britifh fubjects, and as fuch violently contefled 
by the late Iiail of Egmont, Lord Strange and 
Mr. Aldr^an Beckford. All .charters, commif- 
fions, anci authorities, by whlcn any powers rela- 
tive to a military jurifdiction, or the exercife of 
martial law had been granted or derived from the 
croNvn to the fald company, v/ere fubmiited to 
the perufal of the members. The bill, after fome 
warm debates, being cfpoufcd fay the nuniftrj', was 
enacted into a law^ \ 

In a word, MadrJXs i^of the utmoll importance 
to Vne company, wealcli and the 

great return^ it makes m caUiOoys and muffins, no- 
thing has been omitted to mend i)ne natural difti- 
culticsof itsfituacion, which fetms originally to be 

Owing 
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owing to the ncighl'>o«rliooci of the dismond mines, 
which arc but a w'cek’s journey cliftant. Thofe 
mines are upder the tuition ot a Mogul officer/ 
who lets them out by meafurement, and inclofing 
the concents by pallifadocs. AU diamonds above a 
certain weight belong to the tmperor. 

The Englifh pofTcfs a faftory at Vifigapolam, 
fituated flill farther to the northward, on the fide 
of a river, which a dangetous bar has rendered 
unfit for navigation. It is cliicfiy for the ufe of 
this fcitlemcnt, that the company maintains a fac- 
tory at Ganjam, the motleaftern town in the king- 
dom of Golconda, fituatcd in a country abounding 
with rice and fugar-cane. Still farther to the north-^ 
eaft, the Company maintains a faflory at Balafore 
which was formerly very confidcrable, but has 
been of very little confeqoence fince the navigation 
of the river Hugucly was improved. At this place 
every European Ihip, bound for Bengal and the 
Ganges, takes in a pilot; the climate is not count- 
ed very falubrious *, but the adjacent country is 
fruitful to admiration, and here are confidcrable 
manufaftures of coVlon and filk. Without fkilfull 
pilots, the Englifli would find it verj' difficult to 
navigate the different channels through which the 
river Ganges difeharges hfclf into the fea at the 
bottom of the Bay of Bengal ; Huguely 150 miles 
• farther up the river was formerly the chief mart 
of the Company’s commerce for the whole king- 
dom of Bengal; now thcir/whdle trade centers at 
Calcutta, or Fort WilliaB^t^biflh is a regular forti-. 
ficatian, containing Aodgmgs for the factors ,and 
writers, ftore houies for the company’s merchan- 
dize and magazines for their ammunition. As for 
• \ the 
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as the governor’s houfe, which likewife ftands with- 
in the fort, is one of the moft regular ftructures 
all India. This government has been of late years^ 
mo(t ea.mch\y fohcited by the firft company’s fer-’ 
vants, as the moft lucrative of all 'their fettle- 
ments ♦•befides thefe along the lea coaft, and on 
the banks of the Ganges, the Englifh Eafi: Jndia 
Company poflefs certain inland faftories and pods 
for the convenience and defence of their commerce, 
either purchafed of the Nabobs and Rajahs, or 
conquered m the lad ^var, the operations of which 
were configned to the coads of Malabar and Coro- 
mandel, or the interior countries, which form the 
Pcninfula within the Ganges. 

Bengal, of all the Indian provinces, his been 
•the mod expofed to the depredations of mcrci- 
lefs and* rapacious comm'^nders It is edeemed 
to be the dorchoufeof the Ead Indies, its fertility 
exceeds that of Egypt, after being overflowed by 
the Nile , and the produce of its foil confids of 
rice, fugar canes, co'tn, feCamum, fmall mulberry’ 
and other trees. Its callicoes, filks, fait petro, 
lakka, opium, wax and arvet go all over the 
world} ami provifions there were formerly in vaft 
plenty and incredibly cheap, efpccially pullets, 
ducks and geefej the country is inter/ecred by 
canals cut out of the Ganges, for the benefit of 
commerce ; and extends near a hundred leagues 
on both fides the river, being full of cities, . 
towns, villages, andcadics. 

The Englifh civiV government which had been 
introduced into the towA of Calcutta by a Mayor 
and Aldermen, far from giving general fatisfac- 
tion, has been indrumental of* numberlefs afts of 
C ^ the 


/ 
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the raofl: glaring injutiice and opprcffion, on ac. 

■ count of the vail influence which the company had 
always over the magillratesj the many complaints 
from private perfons aggrieved by this morlt tri-. 
bunal have lately reached England, in confequence 
of which the king has appointed a cliiefjuftice and 
three puifnejunicesof the fuperiot court of ludici- 
ture at Fort ‘William. 

The other faSories of lefs note belonging to the 
company are thofe of Dakka, the largcft city of 
Bengal, Malda, and Ballafore in the province of 
Orixa, from which the Englidr. company draw 
great p'art of their revenues, as it carries on a vail 
trade in chintzs, callicoes and embroidered fluffs 

They hav^ alfo a Hourinring faaory at Amed^ 
Abad, on the gutph of Cambaya, befides thofe of ‘ 
Eencoolen, in the idand of Sumatra, and Cachao in 
Tonqinn, where the company has a magnificent 
houre,_w.th ftnre.houfes, and handfnme apfriments 
for their ofScers and merchant- faQors “ 

_ The Enghfl, carry on a fmuggling kind of trade 
m their country Ib.ps from the eoaS of Common! 
del, and the Bay of Bengal, to Malacca This 
commerce rs eonntved at by the Dutch governo 
and conned among them, who little regard the m 
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unpalatable to the Europeans, it' is the higheft . 
luxury of this part of the Eaft. 

Though the provinces of the rich Peninfula, 
V’ithin the Ganges, have their refpective princes, 
the EngUfli Eali India company, fince their acqul- 
fitions m the laft war, may be properly faid to rule 
over the Idngdoms ‘of Bengal, Bihar, Orixa and 
the Carnatic, they have monopolized the moft va- 
luabldjkranches of chat commerce courted by all 
tradi^ nations of the world, from the earlieft 
ages, and drawn from thence the materials of their 
luxury, one fhould have fcarcely imagined that 
fuch wealth was deftined to flow to ravenous' up- 
ftarts fent at a venture beyond the eaftern ocean, 
b^ obfcure and indigent relations, as young vota- 
ries to the blind goddefs, who had before profti- 
tuted her favours to raw and illiterate boys, wh® 
went on the fame errand. This eafy manner of 
'providing for children,debarred, by the circumftan- 
ccs of their parentsji of the elements of a liberal 
education, with no other profpect than to move la 
the humble fpherc of low iradefraen and mechanics, 
engaged Mr. Clive, who had but a contemptible 
opinion of his Ton Robert’s mental faculties, to rife 
all the intereft he had with the fecretaiy’ of the In- 
dia' houfe, to have him admitted a fupernume- 
rary clerk to th? company, at Calcutta. 

Mr. Clive had been brought up to'ih'e profefli- 
on of an attorney in Shropfliire, his native county. 
There he practifed,for feveral years without im- 
proving, his forrune his ‘credit and 

reputation; he came toi the metropolis,'where the 
fame ill fuccefs attended him,* he derivedbuc a mere 
^ 3 exiftence 
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exigence fromtlicambiguU) of tlic hn', ard the li- 
tigious fjurit of a few clients. Uc was fhrcwd.and 
rUufible, • 

Ifforui'ic lifted upaAcrwardshjs fon to the furn- 
mn of wotliWy gTaodewr, z% mzi\\ had a vety UtU* 
fhtre to this amazing elctaiion. it docs not follow 
that the father wanted judgment and penetration, 
from the mean idea he had conceived of hii abili- 
ties, 

U was early in th« fpring, in the year 1743, 
that young Clue failed for the Eaft Indies, he was 
thenm the cighiecmhycar of his age, a time vfhen 
the genius and the imagination of moll young men, 
poritnd the exertion ol their talents in riper years. 

He had neither pcrfonal accompHlbmcnts, nor 
endearing qualities that could prepolTcfs either fex 
in h« favour; hewasfhott, inclined to be corpu- 
lent, aukward, and urimanerJy; his afpeft wa's 
gloomy, fullcn, andfotbiding; K'S temper morofs 
and intraflablci ,his apprehenfion dull, and h»s 
mind unadorned by clafllcal knowledge, tho* he 
' feemed averfe to the drudgery and confinement ol 
a country houfe, all the time he was employed jo 
that fcrvilec-ipaclty, h\s companions did not per- 
ceive that he had other views and military talents 
till he ihewed them in the field. * 

Ever fince the peace of Aix la Chapelle, Mort- 
fieur Duplclx, governor of Pondicherry, had fov n 
by his intrigues, the feeds of diflcnfion among the 
nabobs, that he might bo tht better able to com- 
mand, after has IngcGcafi their divifion. Sundah 
Saheb, nabob of Arcot, having been depofed by 
the great Mogul, WrTjo placed Anawerdc Khan in 

his 
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his room, he refolved to recowr his government 
by force, and had rccourfe to tJw French. General, 
■who reinforced him with two thoufand fea-poys, o» 
foldiers of the country, fijcty Itafres, and four hun- 
dred and twenty French troops, on condition 
that if he proved fuccefsful in his encerprize, he 
fliould cede to the French the town of Velur, in 
the neighbourhood of Pondicherry, with its de-» 
pendencies, conftfting of forty-hve villages. Thus 
reinforced, he defeated his rival Anawerde Khan, 
who loit his life in the engagement, reafiumed th® 
government of Arcoc, and punfbually performed , 
the conditions, which had been ftipulatcd by his- 
French allies. 

» In the mean time Mahommed AH Khan, fon of 
the deceafed nabob, fted to Tiruchirapalli, and 
folicited the afllftance of the^Englifh; who fa- 
voured him with a reinforcement of money, men 
and ammunition, under the condufb of Major 
Laurence, an intrepid and experienced officer; by 
dint of this fupply, he gained »fome advantages 
over the enemy, who were obliged to retreat, buc 
no dccillve "blow was given. Mehommed after- 
wards repaired in perfon to Fort St. David, to de- 
mand more powerful fuccours, alledgmg that his 
fate was conneiUd with theibtereft of the EngH/h 
company, which in time would be obliged to a- 
bandon the whole coafir, (hould they alJo;v the 
enemy to proceed in their conquefts. In confe- 
quence of thefe rep^efenmtions, he received ano- 
ther Qrong reinforcement, under the command of 
captain Cope, but nothing pf importance was' at- 
tempted, and the Englifh auxiliaries retired. Tiien 
Mahommed was attacked by the enemy, who ob- 
tained 
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tained over Iiim a coropbat vlflory. Finding it 
impofliblc to maintain his footing hv liis otvn 
ftrength, he entered into a clufc alliance with the 
Englilh, and ceded to them lome 0011101=10101 
points, which had been long in dilpiite; then 
they detached captain Cope to put Teriicherapali 
in a pofture ol defence ; while captain Gingcn a 
Swifs officer, marched at the head of four hundred 
Europeans to the Nabob's alTiftancc, the two ar- 
mies being pretty equal in ftrength, lay encamped 
in fight of each other a whole month ; during 
which, nothing happened but a few fitirmiflio.q 
which generally terminated to the advantage of 
the Englilb auxiliaries. “ 

In order to make a diverfion, and divide the 
French forces, the' company refolved to fend a' 
detachment into the province of Arcot, and this 
was the firft occafion upon which Mr, Clive dif- 
played a military genius-, he had ferved the Eaft' 
India company feven years,, as a writer, durinir 
which he was confidered as a perfon unqualified 
for fucceeding in any civil fiation of life; he had 
Ottered his lervices m a military capacity, and oh. 
tamed a commiffion of captain, as -a reward of' his' 
zeal and affiduiiv. He now began his march to 
of 'wo hundred and ten Euro- 

The merit of this expeditio'n confified in his fe 
Crecyanddirpatch, and whatever encomiums 
cotemporary writers, have beftowed upon hTcou 
rage and reputation in this enterpriae he h, n 

t'hing^of tis mo&nruntilk was'“"’^' m 

the capital, which he took without 

deed 




deed his conduct, moderatWand^lfiritercftedners 
deferve to be recorded, as it.is'the firft iitid lall in-^ 
Ifance he ever gavcof mercy and generofity. to the, 
vanq^uilhed. The. inhabitants • of Arcot cxpe£ling.^ 
to be plundered, offered hlrii a Ufge.rum^to fpare* 
thevclty ; but they deriWd'their fecurity .frorn the ', 
difcretion and the policy of the-conquerori .who. 
thought this, adt ot ‘clemcncy/would. eftablifh his 
repuration, and ihflueoce the company to .intruft 
.hint' with, .the firft command of , their, forces, to. 
which he afpIrGd.> "He confequently. refufed the 
proffered ranfom, and ifliied a, proclamation, inti- ., 
mating, that thofe whoAvere. willing to retnain_ in 
their houfes, fhould’be prdtected'frorh .infult and^ 

. injury, and^ the reft .have leave to retire with , all 
• ^heir. effects, except prpyiGons,'fbr, which he'pro- . 
mifed to ‘pay, the full value, .though, he did .not’ 
Iccep his. word. By thisoftentatious contempt for 
riches,' he conciliated the affections of the people, 
and even fome of »tHofe.\vho quited. the place fup- 
plied him with, cx.-ict Intelligence of, the enemy’s 
defighs,^ when he. was befieged in thefequel. Had’ 
he given a dangerous-,preccd‘ent,cf. pillage, and' 
flaughrer,''he was fenfiblc'' tliat' he might, hav.c 
, been the firJt victim of this, injudicious conduct, in 
cafe he had fallen in tbe hands of tHe eherhy; 

. The town .was in a little time invefted by the, 
French Nabob, Sundah Sahab, at'the'head of bar- 
barians,' with no other courage than’that infpired ' 
by opium, affifted. by three or four -.French engi-'' 
neers,' who directed ithe operation's .of the fiege., 
, Notwithftanding Mr. Clive 1 had .flattered himlblf 
with retarding theirapproaches by fome unfuccefsful' 
failles, .they at length cSeft^.lwo breaches, fup-' 
‘ \ ' ■ - * pofed 
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pofed to be practicablet and on ihe fourteenth clay 
of October, in thejear lygl.gavcageneralafrault. 
Mr. Clive, having received intimation of their dc- 
fgn, trufted to the bravery of fomc European fol- 
diers, who rcpulfcd the pufillaninious Indians in 
fcvcral quarters •, and their sshole army being 
ftruck with a panic, raifed the fiege ssjih the utmo't 
precipitation. Thole vcho have praiful Mr, Clive’s 
military Ihill and conduct -on this occafion, muft 
fuppofe that the art of atucking and defending 
places was infufed into him, as he had neither.thcory 
nor practice to command the operations of a liege. 
"When we confider a body of men led up to the at- 
tack, drclTed in long filk garments, with no other 
fearsfrom defeat, but that of changing their mode 
cf flavery, provoked to fight by a fudden gull of 
paflion, infiead of ilm cool intrepidity which fur- 
mounts all obftacles and difficulties, our admirati- 
on muft ceafe, as common fenfe and prefence of 
mind, are fulHcicnt t6 difeotpfit <vith a liandful of 
men, aherd ofefTcminatc and d.ifrardly wretches, 
without difeipline, and nurtured in-unmanly fofd' 
nefs and effeminacy. Immediately after thefc dif-^ 
pirited Indians had abandoned the fiege, Mr.CIive ‘ 
was TeinfoTced by a detachment under captain 
Kirk Patrick, who advifed him to march in pur- 
fuit of the enemy, wHlft they flew in difordcr 
and confufion. T hey overtook them -in the phins’ 
of Arani, where,' on the third day of December 
they attacked them before they had time to aflem- 
ble their fcattered bodies, anti put themfelvcs in a 
pofture of defence; after the firfc onfet they ob 
taineda compleat, J)ut I cannot fay a glorious vic^ » 
tpry, as the Indians fcarccly offered any refiftance, 

and 
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iind laying do\vi\ their arm‘J fupplicated the clemen- 
cy of the conquerors *, if there was any meric in 
this aftion, it was owing to captain Kirk Patrick’s 
counfels and the gallant countenance of his men ; 
however, his name has been fcarcely mentioned by 
the hiftorians of this encounter, and the whole fuc- 
cefs was attributed to the fortunate Mr. Clive. It 
is known that he ordered feveral of thefe proftrate 
wretches to be malTacred in cool blood after the 
aftlon, and that he (hewed in the field a rapaciouf- 
nefs and a cruelty, which proved that the modera- 
tion and the lenity he had affcfled at Arcot, pro- 
ceeded from motives very difFerent than the natu- 
ral foggeftions of his awn feelings. 

The cities of Arani and Kaficatan, after thisde-. 
feat, opened their gates to the vidiors, and Mr* 
ydive returned to Fort St. David's, in a pompous 
t triumph ; he had enjoyed a few weeks the honours 
'of a fort of ApotheoGs, when he was fummoned to, 
the field by frclh incurfion^ of the enemy. 

In the beginning* of the year lysz, He marched 
vith a fmall detachment to Madrafs, where he 
w'as joined by a reinforcement from Bengal, the 
whole number amounting to four hundred Euro- 
peans and aflembled a body of the natives, which 
together formed an armv of 3000 men. With 
. thefe he proceeded to Koverlpauk, about fifteen 
mites from Arcot, where he found the French and 
Indians, confiding of one thoufand fea-poys, feven 
hundred horfe ' a body of natives and one hundred 
Europeans, with eig^t pieces of cannon. Mr. 
Clive obfemng that they were advantageoufly 
pofled and intrenched, and the day being already 
far advanced, had deferred the attack till the next 
‘ D morning*. 
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fliorning ; If fome officers of his army had not gat- 
lanily ofTered to lead immediately the foirr hundred 
Horopcans, to the entrenchment of the encmy» as 
from them alone depended the fuccefs of this cn- ' 
gagemcnf, being four to one liuropcan of the ©p- 
politc fide. Mr Clive unwilling to betray any 
marlvsoffear, and apprehenfive that the dawn of 
his miUiary reputation might be cclipfcd by the 
cagernefs of the fubaltcrns to fight the enemy,- 
approved of their refolution. They advanced a- 
gainft them with great intrepidity, but the victory 
remained for a long time in fufpence, it was now 
aimoft dark, and the battle doubtful, when an of- 
iicer bold and entcrprizing propofed to Mr. Clive, 
to fend him round with a detachment, to fall on the 
war of the French battery'; this attack was execut- 
ed with great conduct and bravery, while die ^ 
En^Vilh in front, entered the enttenchmenis with 
their bayonets fixed and difplayed the fpirlt and ac-' 
tivity of hardy veterans; this double attack dif- 
tortcerted the enemy in futh a'manncr, that they 
defifted immediately from all oppofition; a confidc- 
lable carnage enfued, tho’ the greater part of the 
enemy both horfe and foot, faved themfclves by 
flight, under cover of the darknefs. The French 
thus cowardly deferted, were forced to throw down 
their arms and to furrender themfclves prifoners 
of war i and all the cannon and baggage fell into 
the hands of the vlftors, 

Thofe who have fcr\’ed In India know, that the 
natives and fea poys are brought into the field as 
if itw^s only to make the appearance of .an army. 
The Europeans commonly bear the brunt of tho 
isatUcs, and they no fooaer yield than the nabobs 

.give 
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give to their lubjefls the firft exdmple of timtdit/ 
pnddefpiir. Jt has been obfened, th'^cthe Indians^ 
%vho never \vere a warlike people, feldom engage 
fpontaneoufly againft their own -countrymen, as 
for the fea-poys, they arc mercenaries %\ho gene- ' 
rally follow the fate of their leaders. The French 
having received intelligence before the battle of 
Kovaripauk that a fupenoebody of Europeans were 
marching againft them, had no hopes of fafety, 
but m proteSing themfelves and their puhllanimou? 
allies, iroTTi any fudden attack of the enemy *, and 
as the Indians made at laft no oppofidon to their 
alTailanisj it is no wonder that one hundred ‘Eu^ 
ropeans fliould be vanquiflied by four times thac 
number of troops, equal in courage and difciplinoj 
/&?rd fuperiordn bodily ftrength and perfcverancc* 

^ Thus Mr. CliS*e aftumed all the honour of having^ 
cleared the province of Atcot of the enemy, and 
returned with his forces to Fort St, David, where^ 
to his great mortiRchtior»,he found Major Lawrence 
juft arrived from England, to take upon him the 
command of the troops in the company’s fervicC. 
On the eighteenth, day of March this valiant officer, 
accompanied by Mr. Clivc, took the field, and 
Was joined by captain Gingen, at TerUchirapalU j 
from hence he detached Mr. Clive, with four 
hundred European foldiers, fome Marratta horfe 
and a body of fca poys, to cut off the enemy's re- 
treat to Pondicherry, which fhould have been done 
after the rout of Kov,cripauk; had Mr. CUve 
khown, how to take advantage of this defeat, it 
TAas notfo much confidence in his abilities, than a 
defign to try- his mlUiary Ikill, th?t engaged Major 
j-awrence to fend him upon that duty he had 
X> a been 
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been apprized at his arrival tn India of the boafte<J 
exploits of this rifmg warrior, bot he %vas rvot ytt 
perfonally acqualnt<^ with all his merit. 

• In the courfe of this expedition he diflodged a 
fmaU body of the enemy polled, at Sameavarcni, 
and Sundah Saheb* having thrown fome of his 
■wretched infantry into a temple fortified according 
to the Indian method upon the river Kaldaroo, 
Mr. Clive knew there was no danger in inverting 
it, as it was neither tenable nor wtU garrifoned. 
Effedtively the commanding officer, at his ap- 
proach in attempting to cfcape, was flain with 
fome others, and the reft furrendered at difcrcrion. 
They were ftill in portertion of another temple, and 
though it was badly fortified, and defended by a 
handful of men willing to furrender, he berierftJd\ 
h In form, and had the modefty to reduce it by 
capitulation. Having made ihefe cafy conquefts, he 
teceWtd orders to march dirt&ly to Golconda, 
whither he underrtood tha French commander had 
retired} that officer with thirty Europeans, and a 
fmall body offea-poys, could not prefume to facefour 
hundred foldiers j he was endeavouring to intrench 
. bimfclf in a village rnih his little troop, but before 
he had complcatcd his works, he was drove by 
the fuperior force of the enemy, who made them- 
felves mafter of the French cannon. .The fugitives 
attempted to fave thcmfclves m a neighbouring 
fort ; hut the gates being fhutagainft them by the 
' governor, who was apptchenfive they would be 
followed pcH-mcIl by the Englifli ; Mr. Clive avail- 
ing himfelf of their dlftreflcd ficuation, attacked 
them and made, a general fiaughter of thefc de- 
fenedefs pnd famiDied vanderers After mof^ 


^ , t' 1 

ofthem'wcre deftroyed in wanton barbarity, Mr' 
CHve fhewed his humanity, by fending a flag of 
truce to the few who had efcaped this carnage, with 
» terms of capitulation which they were in no condi- 
tion to refufc} thefo articles imported that Mr. 
Dantcvil and three Frencb officers, fhould remain 
prifoners on parole* for one year; that the garrifon 
Ihould be exchanged ; and the money and ftorcs * 
be delivered to the Nabob whom the hngUfh fup- 
ported. There the fortune of.Mr. Clive continued 
to accompany'him, as he had found *ho refiftancc 
from the enemy he had been fent to fubdue, 

‘ During thefe tranfaftions, Spndah Saheb, lay 
encamped with an army of 30,ooQ men, at Surin- 
ham, an illand in the neighbourhood of TcruchU 
rapali, which he longed eagerly to pofTefs. Hither 
Major Lawre;ice marched with his Indian allies, 
and^took-his meafures fo-well, that the enemy's , 
kprovifions were entirely intercepted. Sundah Sa-, 
heb, in attentpting to fly was taken prifoqer, by 
the Nabob of Tanjour, an ally of the EngliOi 
company, who ordered his' head to be ftruck olF, 
Jn order to prevent the-difputes, which otherwjfc 
would have arifen among the captors. >.The main 
body of the army being attacked by Major Law- 
rence, and totally defeated, the illand of Surin- 
ham was furrendered, and about a thoufand Eu- 
ropean French foldicrs, fell into the hands of the 
conquerors, including thirty officers, with forty- 
pieces of canon ^and ten morjars, The Englifh 
ai^d their allies having obtained divers other fuc- 
iceflive advantages under the conduft of Major 
’f^awrence j Mr. Dupleix, , recalled all his regulars 
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from the Indian army, and adtcd upon ihe defend 
five. 

, The viSory of Surlnham, refiefied great honour 
upon Major Lawrence’s miluary fklll and genc- 
rofity, it put ai) end for a time to the Kuropcan hof- 
pUtes in India, end was a dectfive blow againft the 
French power in the PeninfuU within the (Sanges, 
•whtlfl it difplaycd the difinltreftcdncfs and huma- 
Uily of theviilor. 

' The French company In Francci dllcoutaged 
by thefe repeated misfortunes, fent over in the 
year i 7 j}i one Mr. Duvelar, as their comtniflary,- 
who "viith a view to rcftorc peace In the Eaft Indies; 
^oncludeda convention with the Englifh company; 
^ which it vyas ftipuktcd, that the two companies ' 
fnould reciprocally reftorc the territories taken by 
the troops of either, {\nce the year 1^48,' Except 
» certain diftrifts, which the EngVifh detained for 
the OTnvenience of their traffic. That the Nabobs 
advanced through the mfiucncc» of bither party^ 
Ihould be acknowledged by both ; and that for the 
. future neither ffiould interfere in the differences 
between the princes of the country. The pacific’ 
feniiments of the French fubjefts at this period in 
the Eaft Indies, were the effefts of Major Law- 
rence’s fteadinefs, ‘prudence and aftivity. ' - . 

The ceflation of hoffilitics between the Englifhji 
and French companies on the Pemnfula of Indus,: 
encouraged Mr. Clive to vifit his native country,' 
from which he had been t?n years, abfent. • He be-j 
' gtev to afpvTc to the fiift command of the Eaft Ip- 
dia company forces, ‘and flattered himfelf that the. 
fdme of his military atchieyemenis, which had 
teached England before him, with hit pcrfonal ap- 
pearance. 
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jieirancc, wduld Influence the dircflors to promote 
him; even above thofe who had a prior claim te 
their attention by feniority and long fcrviccs ; tho* 
perhaps not crmyned with the fame fortune* and 
luccelsv ‘ , ' ' ^ 

He met at the India Houfe with a gracious re- 
ception, agreeable to the prepofleffion of the di- 
rectors for his military talents j his fuccef^l expe- 
dition into the prevince of Arcot, where fortune 
had led him to glory without the terrifying dan^ 
gers incident to \var,madchim^worIhipedas the off;' 
fpring of Mars, by merchanw who extolled every 
Valuable acquilition to their trading company, as 
the.conqucfts of Cyrus, .or an Alexander,, Hear 
vailed himfclf bf this difpolition,' to fccure their 
confidence andfuppQTt,-and making an enumera- 
tion of his ferviccs, with the fpecious modeftj of 
accounting to them for his conduA in the dpld, he 
artfully fuggefted that none was capable but him- 
feif to execute the great, plans he had formed for 
the company’s futijrc grandeur and profpericy 5 in 
fine, he gained over them that arcende!ncy,t which 
’conceit and vanity commonly obtain oyer weak 
.and credulous minds, ^ .r 

The few good officers in Epgland, who had ler- 
ved the precedent war, in Flanders and Germany^ 
perceived, in heiring from hl^ own mouth a relati- 
on of his military tranlactjons, that^his mind ^vas 
not the Jeaft tinctured with the firft rudiments in 
the art of war ; and admired his good luck, in <ie- 
,fpiling juftly his prefumptiorv ai)d his ignorance. , 
The late Mr. Charles Tpwnfend, who was an 
?£xceUcnt judge of men, faid of him, the icllow 

vvas 
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t'zi right to tranfplant himfelf, he could not thrive^ 
in his native foil.” 

He had holhing in his figure, in his addrefs, and 
in his manner, that could fccond his defign to marry 
a rich heirefs i but he chicBy depended upon his • 
reputation, and the moderate fortune of fifty thou- 
fand pounds, which he had acquired in one cam- 
paign, by military contribunons, and the dTJceurs 
ofa commanding officer in the company’s fcrvice. 
However the amiable qualities of Mifs MalV,eiine< 
daughter of a reputable gentleman m the county of 
Wilts, fixed the affection of the young hero, who 
found in her merit and fidelity, all the fweets of 
domeftic comfort, which fhould have made • him 
happy. 

The truce between the two companies was not 
of long duration } whenever there is between mer- 
chants a probability on cither fide to gain fome ad- 
vantage from the infraction of comrtiercio! conven- 
ilons, there is a degree of avarice, a pafilon too of- 
ten productive of fraud and injufiicc, that breaks 
through all fences of public faith. 

The Englifh mbiftry had fent rear Admiral 
Watfon, and rear Admiral Pocock, with a fqua- 
dron of capital (hips, havbg Aldcrcorn’sregimenc 
on board, to the Eaft Ind cs, in order to fop- 
port our intcrefts there ; of which the court of 
France was nofooncr informedf^than dreading the 
oonfequervces of a war with the EngViJh, on that 
trading coafV, they difpatched Mr. Godfliew, with 
orders to fuperfcde.AlrJDupliex b his government, 
’and afterwards exert his utmoft endeavours to con- 

• 'elude a pacific treaty with the governor ofMadr^ 

• and with the other Englilh fctilcments on the coaft 
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.bfCoromnndel*, accordingly tho propofalff he made 
being highly acceptable to' the Englifli. On the 
tweniy-fixth of December, 175+, articles of a 
provifional treaty and ftipulations of a truce w ere 
• ligncd between governor Saunders and Mr. Gode- 
hew } foon after which the latter of thefe gentlemen 
'was recalled home, and Mr. tie Leyric appointed to 
fucceed him. His conduct foon convinced the 
Englifli, that the tranquility which they hoped 
■would have been permanent, w.is founded on an 
lincertainbafis, as Mr. de Leyrit was rcIllcTs, bold 
and chterprizing; they were not miftaken, for 
early in the year,jic^was found, that* the French 
VerccndeavotJriQg, though in direft contravention 
"of the provifional treaty, to make thcmfelve^ 
mailers of all Decan j at tile* fame time, they alfo 
jtook pofiellion of Golconda, ,and fent afiiflance 19 
the Polygor of Vellour, then in actual rebellion 
'againft his^fovcreigO) Mahomed Alh ICh’an> our 

, 1. - 

. The two cortipa^cs recommenced their warlike 

faperations no lonocr as auxiliaries to- the princes 
'of the country 9 out as principals and rbals, both 
Jn arms and commerce* Major LaiMencc who now 
enjoyed the chief command of ..the EngliQi forces, 
obtained divers advantages over the enemy , and 
profccuted his fucceh uitli vigour, as m all 
probability, would in a ihtle'timc, have terminated 
. the v/ar, according to his own wilh; when the 
progrefs of his army was interrupted and fufpend- 
_ed, by an unfortupate event, sx Calcutta; the 
caufe, of winch. Is pot eafilv explained; for ex- 
traordinary painsliavc been taken, to throa a \ eil 
* E , • over 
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"over fottve tranfa^ions, from whence this calamity 

\Yas Immediately or remotely derived. 

After the negociation between the Englifh, and 
French companies had been renewed, Suzajud^ 
Douza, viceroy of Bengal. Baher and Orixa, 
taking unabrige at the refufalof certain duties, to 
which he laid claim, bring particularly incenfed 
againfV the EngUlh governor of Calcutta,^ for 
having granted proteftion to one of his fubjcfls, 
whom he had outlawed } and, Tnostovtt ijikaitti 
by other pridifes of the company, which it U not 
our plan to unfold i levied a numerous army, and 
marching to Calcutta, inverted the place, which 
was then in no pofturc of dcfencci even againftr 
tifeminattand undifcipUnedArtaivcs. The governor 
inrimidaced by the number, and power of the 
'enemy, cowardly abandoned the fort j and with 
feme principal perfons rertding in the fcitlement, 
took refuge on board a Oiip in the fiver; 'carrying 
along with them their moft valuable cffc&s, and 
the books of the company.The defence of the place 
devolved to Mr. Holttcll, the fecOnd in command, 
who with the artiilancc of 'a few gallant officers, and 
a very feeble gatiifon, maintained it w’ith un- 
common courage and relblution, againft fevcral 
attacks, until he was overpowered by numbers ; 
«nd the enemy had forced their way into the cartle : 
then he was obliged to fubmit j and the Suba, or 
Viceroy, promifed on ihcYsordof a foldier, that 
no injury’ Jhould be done to him, or hisoarrifon. 

"Ncverthelefs, they v/erc all'drlven to 'the num- 
ber of one hundred and forty-fi.v perfons of both 
fexes, into a 'place called the Black-hole-prifon, 
without shy cniranct 6 k air, by ^-*0 few 

win- 
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"endows to the ueft, ftrongljr barred with iroor 
through which there was oo perceptible circulation. 

The horror of the m«lerable fituaiion to \^ hlch 
they were reduced, makes humanity Ihuddcr ; thus 
* ftewed up In a clofc fultry night, under fucha climate 
as that of Bcogalt thefp haplefs vlftims in the 
pangs of diHradtion anddcfpatr, implored in vain, 
the companion of the guard, \\ hlch they attempted 
to provoke to fire upon them, by execration and 
abufe ; many of them falling down, were trod to 
death, or fu{roc.ited. The dreadful fymptoms of 
thirft was now accompanied with a difficulty of re- 
fpiratlon j and every individual gifped for death.* 
1 he confufion became general and horrid. All was 
clamour, (hrieks, groans, conteft and confufion. The 
inhumane ruffians without derived entertainment 
from their mifcfy : in this fituation they remained 
till day arofe, and the weak were prefled to the 
ground, never to rife again j towards morning, all 
was horror, filcncc, languor and defolatiqn. The 
Suba being infwmsd, that the greaieft pare 
of thc^ prifoncrs were fuffbcatcd, enquired if 
the chiefs was alive, and being anfwercd in the 
affirmaiive, fent an order for their immediate re- 
leafe 5 when no more than twenty-three furvived, 
of an hundred and forty-fix, who had entered alive, 
Mr. Holwell, and three of his friends loaded with 
fetters, were conveyed to iheTndian camp, and from 
thence conducted to Muxabadad, the capital of 
Bengal, where they were laid Tn chains as a fpec- 
tacle to the inhabitants, and treated for fome days^ 
as the worff: of criminals. At laft, the Suba, with 
lome marks of compunftlon and gencroflty, fet 
Mr* HoIweU and ii^ friends at hbetty. \Ve are 
2 furry 



fdrry tp -fay, tint this crUcl' treatment locking as 
was, pafled in the opinion of the Indians, for a juft 
letaliatvonoftheinjuficsand oppreflions, they had. 
fuffered from the company's ferv ants in the, Pen-j 
infuh, wiihin the Ganges 

By llie reduction of Calcutta, the company’s 
affairs here fo much embroiled m that part^af the 
world, that perhaps nothing could have retrieved, 
them, but the mterpofition of a national force , and 
the well concerted plans of admiral Watfon, from 
\vhich Mr Ch%e derived tU the reputation, and 
his immcnfe svtalth In confequenco of the ad- 
tniraVs inielligence at Fort St David’s, where ho 
was arrued, that fullagce Angria, a Priatical 
prmci in the rcighbmirhood of Bombay, was 
on the eve of concluding a treaty wil'h thenatidri 
of the MarrattaSj which might prove prejudicial 
to the mterefts of the Enghfh compa^ny, a tefolu- 
tion \/as taken tp drive him from his refidence s£t 
Genah, which v/as well fortified, ohd annihilate 
his power, which was formidable to a\l the trading 
Ihips of Europe. ^ 

Watfon, after refitting his fquadron at Bombay' 
With all neceflary information, vnthrefpefl to the 
harbour and fort of Geriah, determined, with the 
ndvice of a courcjl of war, to proceed on the ex- 
pediiion without delay*, being joined by a dnifion 
f>t Ihips, fitted cut at tl\C company’s cxpence, 
h?vicig on board a body of troops, commanded by 
Mr Ch\c, raifudtothc ran^ of lieutenant colonel 
fmcc ! reiuin froTn Europe , he failed on the 
f unS xhv of rairuiry *756 and found in the 
n.i^hhiurhood of Gerun, the Marrafta Pcet.who 
had Wc fc c pupped* an nmnment both by 
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res ‘and land againft the pirate. Khamagee Funt 
who commanded ihc land army, amounting to 7000 
men, had 'already taken one fmall fort, and 
was*actually treating for the furrendcrof Gcriah. 
Angria himfclf had quitted the place, but his wife 
snd family remained under the protection of his 
brother-in-law, who being fummonctl to furrender 
by il\c admiral replied, ’that he would defend the 
place to the lall extremity : in confcqucncc of this 
refofal, the whole* h'nglilh fleet, in two divifions 
failed on the ml\ of February into the harbour, 
and faftained a warm fire from the enemy's batteries 
as they paflcsi. This, however, v as foon fdenced 
»afier tne.fhips were brought jto their ftations; a 
being thrown iniooneofAngna's armwl veficls 
Ctf her on fire, and the flames communicating to 
the reft, they were all deftroyed ; the fort was fee 
on fire by another fliell, and foon ■after the firing 
ceafed on both fides. The admiral fufpcciing that 
the governor of the p!acc,would furrender it tothfe 
^ bdarrattas, rather than to the Englifh, difembarked 
all the troops under Mr.Clivc,that they might be at 
hand, in cafe of emergency to take poficflion in 
•the mean, time tlic fort was bombarded ; the line 
of battle fhips were warped near enough to batter 
in breach ; and then the admiral feni an ofiicer with 
a flag of truce to the governor, requiring him to 
furrender-, his propofal ’ being again rejected, the 
.Knglilh fhips renewed their fire next day with re- 
doubled vigour ; the m-^^azine of ll« fort being 
blniwi.tup, 'gwrJfftni’nin^'Uiri'Vi *whif(:t1njg^iLn 
ttpiwlation the parley that enfued, proving in- 
cfTectual, the engagement began, again, and re- 
gained till the white flag was again difplaycd, and 

nov/ 
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Ilow the governor Tubtnitted to the.fernis which } 
wtie impofcd • the of Angcia was llruck» and ' 
two captains from Clive’s army, at thfe headof.a 
detachment, took poffetRoti ot the fort, and im- 
mediately hoifted the Bthilh colours. , • < 

The admiral having thus reduced the^capital 
of the pirate’s dominions, determined to carry on 
all the ftotei, in order to prevent Angria from 
rendering it again formidable to Europe, or mer- 
chantQiips in ihefe feas : he found in the place 
two hundred pieces of cannon, fix .large mortars, a 
fcrge quandty of ammunition, with money and 
eOects, to the value of one hundred and thirty 
thoufand pounds; but this lofs, however .fataLi^J 
might prove to Angria, was not the greateft;'*^H 
whole fleet, and a great number of Gallivats wcf^ 
totally 'deftroyed. Among the prLfoners the admiral 
found Angria’swife, children, and mother, i towards | 
whom he demeaned himfelf with great humanity s 
three hundred Europea^i foldiers, and as many 
fea-poys were left to guard the fort, and four of 
• .the Company’s armed vcflels remained in the har- 
"bgiur, for the defence of the place, which wa'5 ex- 
tremely well fituated for commerce. Though colo- 
nel Give claimed fome merit in this acquifition, 
.he was a mere fpeciator of the admiral, and his 
.fleet’s fuccefs and gallantry ; which infpired him 
with envy, the paffion of little fouls ; if he had 
no fliarc in the glory of reducing this place, he did 
rot forget to demand a jurt of the booty. 

The Admiral and Mr. Clive failed back to 
Nadrafs, and there another plan was formed by 
Jdr, Aifoq, ^ibr rtfioriog the Company’s affairs 

upon 
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■«pon the Ganges ; ^Sco^^cring Caleutfa, and tak- 
ing" vengeance on the cruel Viceroy of Bengali 
In Oftober, the Admiral and the Colonel fee fail 
again for the bottom of the Bay, and about the 
beginning of December arrived at BiUafibre, iil 
the kingdom of Bengal ; they proceeded up the 
Ganges as far as Falta, where they found Go- 
vernor Drake, and the other perfons who had 
efcaped on board the Ihips when Calcutta was 
invefted. Colonel Clive was difembarked with his 
forces' to attack the fort of Bulbudiga by land, 
while the Admiral battered it by fea:*but the 
place being ill provided with cannon, ' did not 
hold out above an hour after the firing 
began. This conquefi: being atchieved at a 
K’cry efay purchafe, two of the gr^ac Ihips an- 
chored titween Tann fort and a battery on the 
other' fide of the river, which were abandoned 
'before any fhot were difcharged againft cither 5 
thus the paflage was laid open to Calcutta. 

On the 51ft: of January 1757, Admiral Wat- 
fon, with nvo fliips appeared before the town, 
and was received by a brifle fire from the bat- 
teries : this falpte was returned fo warmly, that 
the enemy’s guns were foon filenqed, and in 
fefs than two hours, the place and fore rvere 
abandoned. Colonel Clue, on the other fide 
invelUd the town, and the land -'forces under 
-his command made their attack with thaf vigour 
and Intrepidity, which greatly contributed to the 
fudden reduftion of She fettlement. As foon as 
the fort furreodcred, the brave and adlive Cap- 
tain Coote, with the King’s troops, took poficfll- 
on^ and 'found ninety-pac pieces of cannon, 
^ - four 
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four mortals, abundance of .ammunition;' 
and provifions with every requifitc for fuftaining 
>n obftinate ficge, had the Indian garrifon ‘ 
"availed themfelvcs of all thefe advantages Thus 
the EngVilh were re-eftablilhed in the two ftron^ cit 
fortreffeson the Ganges, with the inconftderabie 
loft of nine feamen hdlcd and three fbJdiers,' 
Vvhich fiiows in how defpicable a light we muft 
confider the enemy they had to encounter j it 
.would be ungenerous to dtpivve the Admiral of 
,thc merit of his naval operations, to which the 
fuccefs of this enterprize was chiefly due. 

A few days after, Hughly a city of great 
trade, fituated higher up fhe river, was reduced 
with as little difficulty. The lofs of ihU place was 
of infinite confequcnce to- the Nabob, as herc,^ 
dlls llore-houfcs -of fait, and vaft granaries for tiffe* 
fupporr of his army were burnt and deftroyed* 
^ntaged at the atmoft inffantaneous lofs of a|l 
his conquefts, and demolition of the city of Hughly., 
-the Viceroy aflembled an army . of ten thouftnd 
borfe and fifteen ihoufand foot, fully refolved to 
expel the Englifh out of .his dominions, and take 
-ample vengeance for the disgraces he had lately 
fuftained. ; He was icen marching by the Bnghnt 
camp in hu w’ay to Calcwia on the fecond of Fe- 
bruary, where .he encamped about n mile from 
the town. Colonel. Clive immediately made ap- 
plication to the Admiral for a re-inforccmcnc of 
men, and five hundred f^amcn under the com-' 
mand 'of Captain Warwfek, were accordinMy 
.draughted from the different fhip«, and fent^to 
aflill his army. Clivedrew out his fofces,;ad- 
_,>anccd irt three, columns towards the enemy; 

and 
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.find he had loaiccly begun the attach, than the 
Vicefoy recreated, without giving me viftors id 
opportunity to triumph over a teeble refinance. 
The Indians in this rout loft a thoufand men, 
l^illed, wounded and taken' prifoners j five hun- 
dred horfes, great number of draught bullocks, 
and four, elephants.'. The effeminate and luxuri- 
ous Afiatics, are always intimidated at the very 
fight of a handful of Europeans, in battle array. 
To this knowledge of their fiint.heartcdnefs, and 
of the panic fright which fcizes their weak or- 
gans at the very report of fire arms, , we may 
fairly attribute Mr. Clive’s fortune and reputation 
in war. 

‘ Though thiJ advantage was lefs decifive than 
could have b?en expected, from difeipUned troops 
Jn purfuit of barbarians, incapable to make an 
orderly retreat j ye: it forced the Nabob to make 
great conceffions to the company. He promifed 
not to dillufb the Englifli in any of thofe pri- 
vileges or poffeffions fpecified in the Phirmand 
granted by theMogul.** That all merchandize be- 
longing ro the company, lliould pafs and repafs in 
‘every part of the province of Bengal, free of 
'duty: That all damages fuftained by the Eng- 
lifirfhould be repaired and their loifes repaid; 
That the Rnglifh fhould have liberty to fortify 
Calcutta, in whatever manner they thought proper, 
without interruption , That they Ihould have 
the liberty of coining all the gold and buflion 
they imported, whic& Ihould pals current in the 
province: That he would remairf in ftrift friend- 
Ihip and alliance with the EngUfh ; and ufe his ut- 
' jnoll endeavours to heal up the late^ dwifions, and 
F • * rcftorc 
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teftorc Ac fotmct good underttanding belKccn , 
them/ All which fcveral arudes were Cgncd and 
fealed the ninth of February with the Kabob*s 
own hand. 

Such were the terms obtained for the company, 
whichj however advantageous, colonel Clive re- 
prefented as delufive promifes of a barbarian exf 
torted from his prefenc humillatjon and necefllty. 
But he artfully dtflembled his fclfilh views in ihcfe 
infinuations, as a cruel tragedy to be acted 
upon the Viceroy* already deligned thevifiim of' 
Jiis competitors avarice,uniilt this aft ofmjufticcand 
perfidy could be coloured with the plaufiblcnefs of 
rendering permanent the company's poficfiions in 
Bengal, by the murder of ibU fauhlefs prince, , 
The next objeft of the Englifh commanders , 
on this fide of the Ganges, was the reduflion of" 
Chandenagore, a French feulemtni higher up the 
river than Calcutta, and of the moffc importance 
of any pofiefled by them intheCay of Bengal. Co* 
lonel Clive being rc-infoiccd by three hundred 
men from Bombay, began his march to Chan- 
denagote, at the head of feven hundred Euro- 
peans, and one thoufand five hundred Indians, 
where' on his arrival .the 17th of March, he 
look pofienion of all the out-polts abandoned by 
the enemy, except one redoubt mounted with 
eight pieces of cannon, which he left to be filenc- 
edby the Admiral. On the eighteenth, tlie Ad-^ 
mirals Watfon and PocOeV- arrived within two 
miks of the*'French fettlument, with the Kent 
Tiger and SaHfbury men of war, and found their 
- pafiage obftructed by booms laidacrofs the river* 
•.and fcveral vefisls funk in the channel, Thefe 

dif: 
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diSicultles being removed, they advanced early 
the twenty-fourth, and drew up in a line before 
the fort which they battered with great fury for 
three hours; while colonel Clive wa*: making his' 
qpproaches on' the Und fide. The batteries raifed 
by fome able engineers m his army, played vi- 
goroufly ; thefe united efforts foon obliged the 
enemy to fubmit. A flag of truce was waved 
Over the walls, and the place forrendered by ca- 
pitulation. The keys were delivered to captain 
Latham of the Tiger, and^ in the afternoon co- 
lonel Clive with hi5 troops took pofleflion. The 
reduftion of this fortrefs, in which was a nume- 
rous garrifon, well provided with provifions and 
warlike (lores, was effecled with the lofs of forty 
men only, hy the fuccefs of the batteries of the 
men of war, and the apprehenfion of a bombard- 
pient from the naval commanders. 

• By the treaty of capitulation, the dlreflor, 
■counfellors, and inferipr lervants of the fcttlemcnc 
were allowed to depAt witn their w'caring ap- 
parel. The Jefults were permitted to take away 
their church ornamc'nts, and the natives to re- 
main in the full cxertion*of their liberties ; but the 
garrifon were to continue prifoners of war. The 
goods and money found in the place were confi- 
derablc } but the principal advantage arofe from 
the ruin of the head fettlcmentof the French on 
the Ganges, which could not but interfere \\ith 
the Englilh comment in thefe parts. 

Now, that the French power' wis deftroyed, 
^olontl Clive rcfolved to accomplilh his deligns 
againff the Viceroy, upon whom he animad- 
ycricd feverely for his pretended delays in the 
' ' exe- 
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exECulion of feveral articles of the treaty. " He 
complained that the company’s goods were ftill 
loaded with high duties, and fereral other infrac- 
tions of the peace, before the prince had hail 
time to make the new >irangcroems agreed upon. 
He taxed him with the intention of coming to an 
open rupture on the firll opportunity . He niag- 
nified the danger of rccommenciug hoftilities a- 
gainft fo powerful a prince^ and influenced the 
council ot Calcutta to imbibe thefe groundUfs 
fears and jealoufies * in the mean time, he caufed 
hls emiflarics m the Viceroy’s court, to found the 
leading perfons, and to make them fenlible of 
their abjection and flavery. By the fame practices, 
he infpircd the principal officers of his army witl^ 
the fpirit of difcontcnt and fedition, and main- 
tained that the peace of the country would never 
be reftoted unlefs cither the EnghfhNvcxe expelleii 
or the Nabob depofed. 

An army formidable havitg been fent under th^ 
command of Mr. Dupree, to retake Chandenagoiu 
and to afliift the Viceroy. Mr. Chve confgious he 
had no chance againft difciplincd veterans, bribed 
the French General, whom he caufed immediately 
to write to the Nabob, to let him know that the' 
Enghfh were invincible. / 

One Omichund, the Viceroy’s con&dential fer- 
vant, was alfo corrupted by Mr. Clive’s infidlous 
arts } he received lour lack of rupee?, to tell 
his maftcr of aa agreement^ made between the" 
Englifh and Monficur Dupree to attack him. 

Ihen he roufed the ambition of Jaffier All 
khan, his prime ipiniftcr and chief commander 
a nobleman of great influence and authority in 

the. 
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tlic province, ani} prevailed on Inm to become » 
t traitor and an ufurper. Clive Icnew that death 
commonly follow .the dcpofuion of princes, and 
\\^s furc to engage Jaffier Ah Khan, to ait ac- 
cording to the maxims of this deteftable policy. 
The colonel 'ftipulated for his aflidance in the 
new Viceroy’s promotion^ a part ofSnlajud Dow- 
. la’s treafures. that could fatisfy the molt extend- 
ed wilhcs of avarice. The confpiracy was by mu-- 
tual -agreemenr, communicated by AH Khan to 
Mr. Watts, fecond m council at Calcutta, and 
they availed ihemfeives of the addrefs of this 
gentleman to infure fuccels. When the plan'' 
was fully concerted, and after colonel Chve had 
freured the difaffeited Indians, and the council, 
he took* the field with his army. Admiral Wat- 
fon undertook thcdefepceof Chandenagore, and 
the garrilbn was detached to re-mforce the co- 
lonel, together with fifty feamen, to be employ- 
ed as gunners and in^direilmg the artillery. On 
the nintcenth of June, a detachment was font 
to attapk Cutwa fort and town, fituated on that 
branch of the river forming the ifland Caflembu- 
?er: this place furrendered at the firft fummons;* 
and here the colonel baited with the army three' 
days, ekpejting advices from Ah Khan ; but' 
finding himfelf difappomied of the wifhed-for' 
intelligence, he crofied the river on the twenty- 
fecond ; and the fanw day attacked the Viceroy, 
at the^ head of ^twenty ihoufand ddafiedled flaves-, 
AH Khan declining as ytt to declari hinifelf open- 
ly, though he had gained the army to his par- 
ly. After a fhort conteft, th? enemy were put' 
u ^he Nabob’s camp, baggage, and fifty 

' * . pieces 
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pieces of cannon taken, and an inglorious vlflory 
obtained over the Viceroy and feme of his guards, ’ 
who were noc in the fccrec of the caufes of 
this general defeftion. The colonel taking ad^ 
vantage of Sulajud Dowla’s diftteffird fituaiion, 
furrounded by traitors and enemies, marched to 
Muxadavar, the capital of the province, and was 
there joined by All Khan and the malecontents. 
It had been previoufiy agreed that this noble- 
man ftjould be inverted viuh the dignity of Na- 
bob Accordingly the colonel in open violation 
to the laws of nations, proceeded folemnly to 
depofe ’Sulajud Dowla, and wtih the fame cere- 
mony, to lubftitutc AUKhanin his room, whom 
the paflive Indians were compelled 'by military' 
force to acknow ledge as Subah of the ptovlnGcs 
pf Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa. Such a daring 
outrage to all the princes of the Eart, was look- 
ed on by them as atv unparalleled tnllance of, 
ifijurtice and effrontery. ^ The next odious 
flep taken by this mock fovertign was toi 
plunge his dagger to the bread of 
his mirter and benefaftor. This execrable dcccf 
rapk the perpetrators among favage ruffians, 
liven fuppofing that Sulajod Dowla had the hof- 
lile and treacherous dertgns, imputed to him, 
the company’s forces were fufficient to oblige him 
10 a Uriel pctformancc of the treaty he had fo 
lately figned, according to the Jaw s ot trar, without 
having recourfc loan army of cowards ami the 
mod hardened villains, brom this tranfaftion-, 
Mr. Clive derived chiefiy lus immenfe wealth, 
titles and honour*, 

All Khan readily complied with the conditioas 

of 
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<jr Ills ele\’atiort * Uc conFerrcd On his allies fucK 
liberal rewards, and granted the company lo ex- 
traordinary privileges, as fully dsmonllrated how 
unfeideci he thought hihnfelf in his new dignity, 
Without then friendfhip ibd their alTiftante. By 
this alliance and the rcdudlion of Chandenagore, 
the French were entirely excluded the commcrc<% 
of Bengal and its dependencies 5 the trade of tho 
Tinglilh company was reftored, and increafed be- 
yond the moft fanguine hopes. As the interell 
of this new ally, obliged him to remain firm to 
his engagements, he paid above two millionsftcrling 
to the company, and the fufferers at Calcutta, to 
indemnify their lolTes and gratified the foldrersand 
feamcn, With the fum of 600,000 1 . thefe arivan- 
tageous conceffions.and cxccflive llberaliiles, mad® 
the company wink at the difgraceful means by 
which they were obtain^. * 

This great revolution was cfFcftcd in the fpace 
of fourteen days, and the government of three 
fertile, populous, wealthy, and extenfive provin- 
ces transferred, by the devices of an officed 
untutored in the art of war, and a fortunate 
adventurer without inftruedon and cxperTence. 

Mr. Clive had made free ^yJth admiral Wat- 
fon's name, after his death, to a treaty calculated 
for his purpofe 

Amidlt thefe fuccefics, the company loft Vizft- 
gapatam, one of their leftlcmcnts on the Coroman- 
del coaft, and the nation, Admiral Watfba, who 
fell a victim to the’unviholelbfr^ncfs of the -tlU 
mate, on the fixteenth of A»guft univerfally re- 
gretted. The factory and fort at Vizagapatam, 
were furrendered to the h reach a few days after 
colonel Clive had made a new^Nabotr. 

Per- 



t 40 3 

Perhaps this remote power will, one 
either ferve to dram from the mother country, 
all Its ureful hands, or our victories will teach 
the native barbarians to avail themfelves of their 
ntimbers, and by bring frequently defeated, th?y 
will at laft learn to conquer. 

The war was carried on in the Eaft Indies witn 
great vigour, though not always with fuccefs j 
ihe french general Lally, was employed inmah- ’ 
ing preparations for the fiege of Madrafs ; un- 
der his guidance, the French affairs feemed for 
fome time to wear a better face •, he had taken 
pOTt St. David’s, plundered a town belonging io 
<he King of Tanjour, in alliance with the tng- 
lv(h, and after laid ftege to his capital > failing m 
Ms defign upon this city, he had enidrcd the 
province of Arcoc, and flattered himfelf with the 
eafy conqueft of the chief fettleraent of our 
company, upon the coalt of Coromandel. On 
the twelfth of December 1758, he marched over 
Choullery plain, in three divifions, cannonaded 
by the EngUfli artillery, dnd took poll Egmore 
and St.Thome. Colonel Lawrenre who command- 
ed the garrifon at Madrafs, retired to the ifland, 
in order to prevent the enemy, taking pofleflion 
of the Ifland-bridge, and at the fame time ordered 
the pofts tO be occupied in the black town or fu- 
burbs of Madrafs. In the morning of the four- 
teen»h.the enemy marching with their whole force 
.to attack this place, iheEnghfhdetachmentrctrcat- 
ed Into the garrifon , and wilhin the hour a grand 
fally was madej- "under the command of colonel 
Draper, an officer who wrote in his tentlike Cafar, 

. and appeared ,n the lidd with the fame cool intre- 
pidity. 
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pidity *, he attacked the regiment ' of* Lorraln 
with great impetuofity, and would’ have cut, 
them off, had they not been furtained by. the 
arrival of a frefh brigade. , After, a very warm 
difpute, the colonel difiatis6ed/With the conduft. 
of his grenadiers, made a judicious retreat; as the 
garrifon of Madrafs was not very numerous,' no- 
thing more was attempted on their fide without the 
\vorks. The enemy opened thetr batteries againll: 
the fort and town, on the fixth,day of January, 
I759» and maintained a continued difeharge of 
Ihot and fiiells for twenty days, advancing their 
jrcnches all the time under cover of this fire, until 
\^they reached the bread of the Glacis. Jin the fiege 
this important fortrefs,' a greater variety ofdifR- 
pulties prefented than Mr. Laliy expefied. The 
artillery of the garrifon was well managed, while 
on the other fide the French afled with their ufual 
impatience and ipipeniofiiy. Mr. Laliy ia 
onler to intimidate the iifhabitonts, cruelly bom- 
barded the town and demoliflied the houfesi he v.as 
however happily difappointed in his cxpeflatlon, 
by the wife and rcfoliue precautions of 'Governor 
I'igot; by the vigilance, conduft and bravery of 
the colonels Lav.'rencc and Draper, fecoqded by 
the valour and adlivity of Major Breteton, and the 
fpirit of the inferior officers. While thefe o p^^a/ 
tions were carried on before (he town, MaiorCail- 
laud with a body of troo(>s, drawn from the Eng- 
jilh garrifon of Trichenapoly'an«*'Chinghput, 
blocked up the roads in fuch a manner, that the 
enemy were obliged four fcveral times, to fend 
large detachments againft him, in order to open 
ihc communication. Thus the progrefs of the 
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ilcge was in fome meafure retarded. Orf the <6di 


jicge wu^ Hi luiiic iiicaiurc rciarucu. wii me luui 
day of February in the evening, the Qwenborough 
fhip of war, commanded by captain Kcmpcpfclr, 
and the company's fhip the Revenge, arrived in the 
road ofMadrafs, with a reinforcement of 6co men 
belonging to Colonel Draper's regiment ; and pait 
of them were immediately difembarked. From 
the beginning of the fiege, the enemy had difeo* 
vered a backwardnefs m the fctvice, very unfui* 
table to their national character. They were ill 
fupplied with provifions, difcouraged by the obfti* 
nate dcfeoce of the garrilbn, and all their hopes 
vanllhcd at the arrival of this reinforcement} it 
Iras in vain, that their commander exhorted then 
to proceed, though a breach was made and la/ 
open for fifteen days, no one of them dared to ven- 
ire to the afiault ^ after a brilk fire they raifed the 
fiege } and this mifcarnagc fo entirely deprefled the 
ardour of the enemy, that they appeared quite dif- 
piriied in almoft every enfuing engagement. In 
this manner therefore their affairs went on declin- 
ing no left by land than by fea } the chagrin and 
mortification of Lally were ftrongly marked in the 
intercepted letter he wrote to Mr. de Legrct. dat- 
ed the camp before Madrafs He concluded if 
m the following words: « I had rather go and 
^^^command the caffres of Mad»gafcar. than re- 
‘ Sodom, which it is impoffible buf 

the fire of the English muff deftroy fooneroi* 
latter, e\^ though that from Heaven fhould 
not. And irf the poftfcrlpt, “ T undcitake 
only to bring the army back, rithcr to Ar- 

, amval there. Having deftroyed, the i.^ jit< 
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toilU at bgriore, th= French retreated to tlie tef- 
litoriesof Arcoc. 

Though colonel CUve had no fmall (hare in the 
relief or defence of Madrafs, I thought proper 
to mention fotne particulars of this fiege, to fol- 
low the thread of the military operations in the 
Eaft Indies This was the 6rft regular and ob- 
ftinate (idge carried on by Europeans in Iftdollan, 
during this war. As tl)e commanders on both 
Tides were men of military knowledge acquired 
by ftudy, and improved by aftual fervice • they 
were rivals in Tentmient and a pafTion for glory, 
above craving rapacioufnefs 'find fordid avarice. 

Mr. Clive enjoyed then at Cajcutta hisjaghirc, * 
the fruit of fucccfsful arms and depredations. 

The Engiifh forces in the Eaft Indies* being 
as yet too weak to cope with Lally m the field, 
little detached expeditions were planned and exe- 
cuted, with equal vigour and conduct. Colonel 
Ford who commanded the troops in Bengal, ob- 
tained a complete viflory over the French com- 
inandei* Confians, in the neighbourhood of Mu- 
fulipatam, which he afterwards entered in tri- 
umph. At the Tame time, captain Richard Mait- 
land was detached from Bomaiy, in February, 
with 1 500 feapoys and 900 Europeans, on 
pedition againft the feapoys who poflelledjl'emwn 
•and caftle of Surat. ' Notwiihftandincr the * fire 
Of the enemy, ranged in a line of bank oppofite 
the B.undar,. xdiir.b .wa' iCriStSinniW 

on in thefe patts i he Unded his troops and took 
the BUndar by aflault. The outward town being 
thus gained, he began to bombard the town 
and caftle, with fuch fury, that next 

th'-y 
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tUy furxendercd, but on condition of being al- 
lowed to match out with thcjr cfTefls } and cap- 
tain Maitland took poflclRon without farther ^ 
dilpute. This conqueft, which coft two hundred 
men, including officers, was atchievcd with fuch 
expedition, that he returned to Bombay by the 
ninth of April. 

The main body of the Englifh forces, which 
had been centered at Madrafs, forthe prefervation 
of this important fetilement, took the field after 
the liege 'was raifed, and poflefled themfelves of 
Conjiveram, a place of great confequcnce, which 
with the fort of Schengclpcl, commanded all the 
adjacent country, and fecured ihe Britifh poirefii- 
ons to the northward. Mr. l.ally, Icnfible of 
the importance of the poll, took the fame route, 
in order to difiodge them 5 but finding all his 
attempts ineffectual ; his troops were put in 
quarters of cantonment. Major Brcrcion who 
commanded the Enghlh forcec, being joined by 
Major Gordon with three hundred men pf colonel 
Coote’s baitaljon, refblved to attack the enemy in 
his turn. On tlie fourteenth day of September 
he began his march from Conjiveram for Wander- 
vafh, at the head of four hundred Europeansj 
thoufand f^a-poys, feventy, European and 
th^f-Aundred blaclc horfc, with fourteen pieces 
of artimrf^ In his march 1 he Jnvefted and took 
the fort of Trivitar, from whence he proceeded to 
the village of Wand^yafii, where the h'rench to the 
number of one ihoufajid ytw ftrongly encamped, 
tinder the guns of a fort commanded by a Raja, 
mounting twenty caoupn, binder the direction of 
a French gunner. TheEngUfh attacked the viU 
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lage In tliree diffeicnt places, and dfflVe 
from it, after a very obftinate difpute ) but 
•this advantage they were not able to maintain, 
Ac day-bteak, the fort poured in upon them 
a prodigious difchargeof grape Ihot, with a con- 
siderable effeft, the enemy made furious failles, 
and the Englifh in this emergency retired in dif- 
order, though the ' body of referve effectually 
covered their retreat, this could not be effec- 
ted without the lofs of fcveral officers and above 
300 hundred men killed and wounded. The 
rainy feafon fetting in, they retired after this 
morrifying check to Conjiveram, The fort of 
Vandevaib was afterwards garrifoned by French 
and feaptoys, and the other forces of the ene- 
my were alTemblcd by brigadier general de BufTy^ 
at Arcot. J 

During thefe tranfa6lions at land, the fu- 
perlorlty at fea wa| flill dlfputed benveen the 
Engllfli and French Admirals. On the firft day. 
of September, Vice Admiral Pocock, failed from 
Madrafs In queft of the enemy, and the next day 
defcfled the French fleet; but he could not bring 
them to an engagement, till the tenth, when Mr. 
Dapche, about two in the afternoon, made the lig- 
nal tor battle, and the ‘cannonading began 
out further delay. The Bntilh fquadrca=£ii^noc 
exceed nine fhlps of ihilinet the enemy’s fleet 
confilled of eleven ; bm tney had ftiU a greater ad- 
vantage in men and art'dler/^ Both fquadrons 
fought with great impetuofity, till above ten minu- 
tes after four, when ths enemy’s rear began to 
give way ; this example was fobn followed by their 
centre j and finally the Van with the whole fqua- 
H droQ 
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dron'bore to the fouth-eaft, with all the canv^adi 
they could fpread. 'I he Britlfli fquadron was lb 
much damaged in their malls and riggitlg, 
they could not purfue ; fo that Monfieur Dapchc re* 
tired at his leifure unmolefted. On the fide of 
the Englifii above 300 men were killed in the en- 
gagement with captain Michie, who commanded 
the Newcaftle. The captains Somerlet and Bre-' 
rcton, with about 150 men were wounded, and 
many of the fliips confidcrably damaged, the lofs' 
of the enemy mud have been much more confide- 
rable, as the French fquadron was crowded with 
men. They now made the beft of their way to 
the ifiand of Mauritius, and left the Englilh maf- 
tcis of the Indian coa(t The French fo fuperlor 
in number of Ihips and men, always declined a 
declfive engagement. 

. The French vrere notthe only enemies the Eng- 
Ufii had to fear in this part of the world, The 
jealoufy of theDutch was excited by the late exten- 
fion of OUT power in the kingdom of Bengal, and 
our flourifhing-trade wheted the avarice of their 
faftors, who pofiefied a ftrong fort at Chincura ; 
they were refolved, if pofiible, to engrofs the whole 
falt-petre branch of commerce, this difpute, how- 
^*^i;^trifljng it may feem, may one day, be of 
gre ^r^co nfcqucnce than it appears at prefent. 
They had without doubtj(tampexed with the new 
J^abob, and probably fefured his connivance; he 
thought he had fw^ciently payed Mr. CHve, and 
the company for their affiftance ; and a treaty ce- 
,mented by murder and Ucafon, the crimes .of ambi- 
tion and avarice, was but a convention between un- 
.prlnciplsd competitors, which is commonly brokeas 
. fooa 
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foon as the contra£lmg parties find their conveni- 
ence and their advantage in the infradlion. The 
fcheme of the Dutch was approved by the gover- 
nor of Batavia, who charged himfelf with the exe- 
cution of It ; and -for that purpofe, chofe the op*‘ 
portunity, when the Britifh Iquadron had retired 
to thecoatl of Malabar;on pretence of reinforcing 
the Dutch garrifbn in Bengal; he equipped an ar- 
mament of feven fhips, having on board five hun- 
dred European troops and five huhdred Malayefe, 
under the command of colonel Ruflel. This ar- 
mament having touched at Negapatam, proceeded 
up the bay and arrived in the river of Bengal, about 
the beginning of Ofiober. Colonel Clive, who 
thenrefided at Calcutta, 'the feat of his princely 
government, hadreceUed information of their de- 
lign, which it was incumbent on him, if poflible, 
to defeat. He complained to the Subah his friend 
and confederate, who, *upon fuch application, could 
not without the deteflion of his perfidy, refufe an 
equivocal order to the Direftor ami Connell of 
Hughley, rather implying that this armament 
lliould nor proceed up the river. The colonel 
at the fame time, fent a letter to the Dutch 
commodore intimating that as he had received In- 
telligence of the intention of his armamenp,,-4f^ 
could ^ not allow him lo land forces-ssds^nirch 
to Chincura. To this wcluration, the Dutchman 
anfwcred, that he had nO fuch d^figns as were im- 
puted to him •» and he onlpf^uefted liberty to 
troops to rcfrefli them, which vas 
readily granted, on condition that they Ihould 
noc^ advance. Notwitliftanding the Subah^s en- 
^gements %\ith Mr. Clive, he proved himfelf 
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as faiiWefs to his Enghfti sllies, as he had been 
treacherous to his mafter The Dutch commo-^ 
dore had made thefe conceflions only till he^ 
Ivnsw that the fhips which were to fccond his 
operations were come up the river, and then 
throwing off the malk, he proceeded to the 
neighbourhood of Tannafort, where hi* forces 
being diiembarked, began their march to Chin- 
Cura Their plan was to render this place fo 
formidable, as to be able to bid defiance to the 
power of the Enghfh company, and thus fe- 
core to themfelves the trade for fait petre, which 
this place afforded 

In the mean time, to retaliate, for the affront 
he pretended to have received, m being denied 
a paffage to th-ir own failory, he took feveral 
fmall veffels, belonging to the Fnghfh company ^ 
and the Calcutta lodiaman, commanded by 
captain Wilfon, homeward bound, failing down 
the riser, the Dutchman gaVe him to underffand, 
that if he prefumed to pafs he would fink him 
without farther ccrerrony The EngUfh captain 
leemg them point ibeir guns, as if he really re- 
folved to put his threats in execution, returned 
to Calcutta, where two other india fhips lay at 
%.?^or , and reported his adventure to colonel 
Cii^ L-ivliQ xnftanily ordered the three fliips to 
prepare for battle and Attack the Dutch arma 
mcni The fhipsbcir^ properly manned, and 
their quarters dlth fait petre, (hey fell 

down the river, 'and found the Dutch fquadron 
drawn up in lire of battle, m order to give 
them a warm rcctpnon, for which indeed they 
ffcmcd tvell prepared for three of them were 
mounted 
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mounted with thirty*fix guns each/ three of them^ 
with twenty-fix, and the feventh carried fixtecn., 
The Duke of Dorfet, commanded by captain 
^orrefter, being the firft that approached them, 
dropped anchor clofc to their line, and began 
the engagement with a broadfidc, which was im- 
mediately returned. A dead calm unfortunate- 
ly intervening, this (Ingle (hip was for a confi- 
derable time expofed to the whole fire of the 
enemy ; but a fmall breeze fpringing up, the 
Calcutta and the Hardwick advanced to her a(^ 
fiftance, and a fevere fire was maintained on 
both fides, till two of the Dutch (hips (lipping 
their cables, bore away and a third was driven 
on (hore. Their commodore thus weakenedj 
after a few broadfidcs ftruck his flag to cap- 
tain Wilfon, and the other three followed his ex- 
ample ; the viflory being thus obtained, without 
the lofs of one man on the fide of the Englifh, 
captain Wilfon took pofleflion of the prizes, tho 
decks of which were ftrewed with carnage, and 
fent the prifoners to colonel Clive at Calcutta. 
The detachment of troops which they had land- 
ed, to the number of eleven hundred men, wa* 
not more fottunatc in their progrefs. Colonel 
Clive receiving intelligence that they were 
full march to Chinchura, detached cologeHTord 
with five hundred mcrf\for Calcutta?*'mor3er to 
oppofe and put a flop tb their march, at the 
Trench gardens. He accoV^lc^^advanctd to tht 
northward, and entered thff'cowft of Chandena- 
gore, where he fullained the fire of a Dutch 
party, fent out from Chinchura, to join and con- 
duct the expcfled re-mforcemcnc. Thcfe, be- 

jn» 
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Itig routed and difperfed, after a fiiort action. 
Colonel Ford in the morning proceeded to a 
plain in the neighbourhood of Chinchura, where 
iic found the enemy prepared to give him battle^ 
on the 25th day of November. They even 
advanced to the charge with great rcfolution and 
activity i but found the fire of the kngblh ar- 
tillery and battalion fo intolerably hot, that they 
foon gave way, and were totally defeated. A. 
confidcrable number were killed, and the greater 
part of thofe who furvived the action were 
taken prifoners. During this conteft the Na- 
bob at the head of a coniiderablc army^, obfer- 
ved a fufpicious ncutrahty* and in all likelihood 
would have declared for the Dutch^ had they 
proved victorious, as he had reafon to behsve 
they would, from their gr?at fuperionty In-pt^tn- 
ber i but fortune no foonct deteimined In favour 
of the Engllfh, than he made 3 tender of hU fer- 
vices to the victor, and even offered tp reduce 
Chinchura with his army. Mr. CUve thought 
it more confident with his intereft and fepxnati- 
on to diffemble, than to flicw his refentmept. to 
this perfidious ally, as a rupture between them 
might have brought to light certain tranfactions 
'S!2^ch the colonel wilhed to hide from the know-* 
public. 

‘ In the n??aa time popofals of accommoda- 
tion being fent to ih«"Subah, by the direclots 
and council of t^S^.'«lh faftory at Chinchura, a 
negotiation enfucli''and a treaty was concluded to 
the feemingfatisfaftion of all parties. Above 36b 
•of the ptifontrs entered into the femce of Great 
^riijin ; the reft embarked on boacd their fbips, 

whch 


c 5‘. 3, 

wliicH were reftored as Toon as the peace \^'as noti fle^^' 
irtd fet out on tlieit' return to Batavial" The Eng* 
hfti demands w'ere, that the, direftoFi and council 
6 ? Chinchura ihould give full farisfaftion, to the 
prefident and council of Fort William^ for thein- 
luk offered to the Britifh flag, by the commanders 
of the Dutch fhips, and for- the detention of 'the 
EngUfh company's veficls; fined and llopt in the ri- 
ver, contrary to treaties, f All the iacisfaction the 
governor and council of Calcutta deceived on that 
account was a difavowal of the governor and coun- 
cil of Chinchura, having given orders to commit 
thefe acts of hofpitality. 

The Dutch ■ demands were, that the EnglKh’ 
fliould prevail on the Nabob to remain quiet in his 
camp, without doing them any injury, which they 
engaged to do. The Dutch officers and troops 
detained by the EngUfli, were confidered as pri- 
foners of the Nabob. 

Inaufwer to the Dqtch propofals, ' the Nabob 
agreed that the purchafes and fales of the Dutch 
company fliould be carried on according to cuftom, 
excepting the falt-petre of Azimabad, 'which w-as 
to be purchafed by the means of Raja Ramnarair 
Bahadar; that nobody fhould obftruct the provlff 
on of cloth, &c. according to the cuftom of the 
Aurungfi. 

The Dutch company engaged 
armed forces into the country of ^ 

• make war in the countryj^or^creft any fortificati 
ons, nor make any military^' ^'^^ations, and that 
they fhould entertain no haore^an 125 European 

• foldiersin all their fadones eftablilhed within the 
three provinces ; and in cafe of any dilputes or 

* . op- 
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eppretftofts that they would apply "fot redrefs to 
the Nazem of the provinces. 

- After all perhaps the Dutch company meant 
nothing more than to put their faftory at Chln^ 
%:huta on a more refpedlable footing ; and by ac- 
q^uirlng greater weight and confequence among the 
people of the country, than they formerly pofTelTed, 
the more cafily extend their commerce in that 
part of the world. At any rate it will admit ofa 
difpute among thofe who profefs the law of nature 
and nations, whether the Dutch company could 
be juftly debarred the privilege of fending a re-in- 
forcement to their own garrifons. Their Ihips were 
hoi rcftored, until the faftory at Chinchura had 
given fecurity to indemnify the Engliftt for the da- 
>nage they had fuftained on this occafion. 

• This conteft was rep'refented in very different 
lights to the refpeftive governments at home 5 the 
Dutch declaimed againft the Englifh, opprcfTing all 
who attempted to trade in the Indies j while the 
EnglKh on the other hand, reminded the Dutch of 
their former cruelties, and of their defife of gain, 
even at the cxpence of every moral obligation. 
.However the Dutch v;ifely gave way to a power 
they were unable to wUKftand t though the peace 
wes^^reftored feemingly to the fatisfaflion of all 
partWg=iI:^ is the prtfent fituaiion of this con. 
left, which m2y«,probal^ produce the feeds of fu- 
ture dilTenfion. ^te Dr^tch will upon all occafions* 
think it ^helr power in India 

to whatever pitcVfhcy think proper j and the En»»- 
llfh will ever find their intereft to repel them. U 
may ihus happen, that the amity of the two pow- 
ers in Europe v. ill not be fufficitnt to prefeVve un- 
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finimity in fo diftant a part d'f the world. Tri tins 
manner, while Great Britain puts an end to one 
war, Ihe often lays the foundation for another- 
far extended empire ever produces an increafing 
necefiity of defence. _ The fuccefs of the Engbfh 
company’s forces headed by commanders of on- 
' tainted honour, and animated by that true courage 
which calls forth and unfolds the .liberal virtue^ 
of the foul, was much more confpicous againft the 
.French on the toaft of Cororfiandel. There was 
an ample field for milifary emulation, as the lea- 
ders of the oppofite armies were Ibldiers, who 
.fought for glory, not for'pUmder, and ro quench 
an infatiable third after riches againft the diflateS 
,of juftice and humanity.- The governor and 
council of MadraCs having received informatioa 
that General Lally had Tent a detachbient of his 
army to the fouthward, taken Syringham, and 
threatened Trichinapolley with a fiege, itwas de- 
termined that colonel Coote, who had lately arri- 
ved from England, fhould.take the field. This 
prudent and brave ofticer began bis march at th© 
head of lyoo Europeans, including, cavalry and 
3000 blacks, with fourteen pieces of cannon and 
one howitz i he took the city of Vandevafh in his' 
V ay, reduced Carangoly a fortrefs cammandedj^b^ 
colonel O'Kenntdy, and at length canyiiip^nuth 
the French general, whoVvas cqjiairy’oei^us of 
the engagement. It ii ren’\rkable enough, that the 
commanders on either fide'^’‘^.<^untrynien, but 
thkdid not, in the leart, abatC'tiffIr auaclimeni to 
.tlic different crowns they Crrved. General Lally 
.alarmed at the progrefs otthis valiant, enterprifing 
and vigilant ofilcer, aflcmbled a|l -his .forces ac 
t ' 1 Arcot 
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Arcot to the number of 2200 Europeans Includirrg 
liorfc, 300 CaJTaries, and 10,000 black troops, ot 
fcapojs, \Mth 25 pieces of cannon < 

On the t^oth day of January, 1760, he began 
his march m order to recover Vandevadi Colon-l 
Coote having received intelligchce on the tu elftll, 
that he had taken pofleffion of Coojieram, endca- 
1 oured bj a forced march to fat e the place, which 
th'^y accordingly abandoned at his approach On 
the twcnij firft day of the month, colonel Coote 
advanced \Mthin t\to nrlcs of the enemy’s camp, 
vihcre he halted with his army about half an hour. 
During this inter, al, he reconnoiiercd the fituation 
of the French forces whowerevery adrantageoufly 
polled, and made a movement to the rtght, which 
obliged them to alter their difpofition They now 
adiancedin thcirturn, wuhn a quarter of a mile 
of the LngUdi Ime, and the cannonading began 
with great fury on both fidcs Their European 
caialr) coming up, about noon, Mith a refolute 
air to charge the left of the Enghfb, colonel Coote, 
brought up fome companies of fea pois and two 
pieces ofcinnon, tofuftam the horfe, which were 
ordered to oppole them , and thefe advancing on 
.their fank.dilhcartcd ihcmfo much that they broke 
were driven by the Enghfii cavalry above a 
left upon the rear of their own ar- 
my ; both lAics continu^'d ads ancing to 

each other, an^^om/one o’clock the firing with 
fmall arms j-reat vivacity Major 

Bfcreton was ordered to wheel Draper’s regiment 
to the left and fall upon the enemy*s flank, this 
fcrsicc was perfomicds ith fuch lefolutionand foc- 
cefs, that the left wing of the French was corrr- 

plcatly 
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^leatly fouled, and fell upon tkeir centre, noj4» 
cjofely engaged with the lettof the Englifli. 1 he 
engagement continued with much obftinacy till 
nbouttwo in the afternoon, when the whole line 
of the French gave way, and fled towards their 
own camp ; which however they as quickly abtn-, 
doned and left their cannon and the held of battle 
to the conquerors. In this engagement they lolt 
about Soo men killed and wounded, befides about 
fifty pnfoners, including Brigadier General de ' 
Bufly, the Chevalier Godcvillc qu-iTter -mailer ge- 
neral, lieutenant colonel Morphy, three captains, 
five lieutenants and fome other officers. C 5 n the 
fideofthe Enghfli 262 were killed or wounded* 
and among the former the gallant and accompliflied 
Major Brereton, whofe death was a real lols to his 
country. 

Difconcerted at this defeat and dreading a fe- 
cond attack from colonel Coote, the trench 
general retired with h*s broken troops to Fondi- 
cherry ; the baron dc VafTerot was detached to- 
wards the fame place with looo horfe and '300 
feapoys to ravage and lay wafle the French terri- 
tories. 

In the mean time, the indefatigable colonel 
Coote, undertook* the fiege of Chilliput, ;yhich^ 
in two days was furrendered by the chev.nlirer 
de Tilly, himfelf -and <ais g^djc^^^^^lining ‘ 
prjfoners of war. Such Jib was^^^e fate of for? 
'limmery, which being the colonel pro- 

fecuted his march to capital of the 

province, againfl: the fort of which he opened 
his batteries on the fifth day of February. When 
he had carried on his approaches within fi;<tv 

• yards 
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yards of the creft of the glacis, the garrifon con- 
ilfttng of'’25o Europeans and 300 feapoys lur- 
Tendered as prifoners of v.'ar ; and here the Eo,- 
gUfh commander found tvrcnty-tw'o pieces of 
cannon, four mortars and a great quantity of 
military ftores. 

Thus the campaign was glorioudy finilhed 
with the conqiieft of Arcot, after the French 
army had been touted and turned by the di- 
ligence of colonel Coote, whofe courage, con- 
duS: and afktvity cannot be fufficiently admired. 

After the redufttork of Arcot, the gatnfons of 
Permacoil and AHamparva furrendered therofclvcs 
prifoners of war in the beginning of May. The 
important feulcment of Corical sms reduced by 
the fea and land forces commanded by rear-ad- 
miral Cornilh and major Moofon, and tbeFrench 
garrifon made prifoneis of war. Nothing now 
remained to them of all their vaft pofiViTions 
in India, but Pondicherry* This capital of the 
'French Indian power, in the days of its profpe- 
rity, exceeded all other European fettlemenis 
there, in trade, opuknecand fplendor ; and was' 
ftiU the tepofiiory of all the French, wealth, ; 
,^yhlch remained after repeated defeats. Asfooq 
. ?s the fortrefies adjacent to this Important place 
were colonel Coote fat down before it 

refolved blockade by land, uhile ad- 

miral Stevens fhut op^heir harbour by fea ; a 
regular fiegevc^^^'-^t time impmflicabb, from 
the pericxlical fjfuis^'which in that climate were 
foon expeaei to obftrua fuch operations. Thefe 
diiadvantagcs were even fufiicient to reptefsanv 
attempts whatfoever; but nowuhlhnding the 
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jDtlemcncy of t^c climate, the Englifh commah* ‘ 
der continued before, the place for full feven 
months *, ucUher tains nor ftoems uerc in the 
)eall able to abate their afTiduity ; they con- 
tinued -the fiege and preired the garrifon in fuch 
a manner, that they were reduced to themoft 
extreme diftrefs. Lally, however, was refolutely 
bene on fuffering every calamity rather than yield 
this laft ftake of French power in India, though' 
his foldiers were obliged to feed on dogs and cats,' 
and even bought fuch wretched provifionsexircam- 
ly dear feight crowns having been given for the 
flcfh of a riogj yec ftill he determined to hold out' 
in the midft of this dillrefs, fortune feemed to give 
an opportunity of relief, had it been properly fc*^ 
conded. 

In the beginning of January 1761, one of thofe 
terrible ftorms, which are common in thofe cli- 
mates, but of whofc violence we can have but lit- 
tle idea in Europe, wrecked a large part of the 
Knglifli licet that was blocking up the harbour of 
Pondicherry. The Hwps of v;ar called the Duke 
of Aquitaine and the Sunderland foundered in the 
fform, and their crews pertdred. The Ncwcadlcj 
fhe Queenborough, and Protedlor firefhips were 
■ driven alhore and deftroyed ; but the men wcr« 
faved, together with the cannon, ftores provifi- 

ons, many other fhip? i'iftamtsd5-^:JffC{3erable da 
mage, which, howev'cr, foon repaired. Tbi: 
was a blow which once c^vatid the ho^ej, 
of the defponding garrifon, the governor now Gar 
cered himfelf with the hope of being fuppUed wit! 
provifions ; and once more animated his foldiers 
long funk by difeafe, famine, fatigue, and unin 
\ ter 
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terruptcd advcrfity. He immediately wrote to 
Moniieur Raymond French refidcnt at Pullicat, a 
Patch lettlsment for inftant affiftance ; his eager; 
impatience appears in the letter he fent, it is no 
bad Iketch ot the writer’s charafler, v hich feems to 
have had a ftroag tmdurc of oddity and extra- 
vagance. 

“ The FngUlb fquadron is no more. Sir, of the 
** twelve fiiips they had in our road, feven were 
loft, crew and all, the other four difmafted ;and 
no more than one frigate hath efcaped, )ofe not 
“ an inftant in fendingcheUngoes upon chcllDgoes, 
loaded with nee 5 the Dutch have nothing to 
fear now j beGdes according 10 the law of nati- 

V ons they are only reftrtded from fending us 
** prbvifions in thcit; own bottoms and we are no 

V longer blockaded by feaj the falvaiion of Pondi- 
cherry has been once in your power already : if 

V you rwgled this opportunity, the fault will be 
all your’s, offer great rclvards, in -four days I 
expect 17000 maraltoes, in ftiorl rifque alii at- 
tempt all, force all, and fend us (ojns rice, 
fhould it be but halfa g?rfe at a time.’,’ 

Admiral Stevens haying intercepted this letter, 

dlfpatcbed immediately letters to the Dutch and 
Danilh fettlements qn this coaft, intimating, that 
liotwithft^n^ng the infinuatlons of general Lally, 
he had a ol^ the line with two fri- 

gates under his comm^d, all fit for fervice, in 
the road of Por>dichf^ry, which was clofsly in- 
Vttftcd and blocfelutTi l/'th by land and .fea. 
He therefore declared, that as in that cafe, it 
svas contrary 10 the laws of nations for any neu- 
VrJ' l^nvyi 'fp Tt^tfcye or ipccQur the beiiegecl. 
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lie -was rfetevmmcd to fcizc any vefEl that fliould-' 
attempt to throw any]Jrovifions into the place. ‘ 

; In lefs than four days, Lally had the mor*» 
tjficaiion to behold admitaVijtevens again appeal- 
ing m the harbour, who had repaired his lolTcs 
with all poffiblc celerity; and the blockade now 
became as complete as ever. Still, however, 
he made no propofals to furrender, while tVi© ‘ 
fiege was carried on by his countrj'man with 
reiloubied vigour : at length the French general 
found his troops half confumed tvhh fatigue 
and famine \ a breach made in the rampart and 
nor more than one day’s provifion of any kind * 
remaining j he was now reduced to an extremi- 
ty that would admit of no hefitanon, A fignal 
•was therefore made to ccafe holUhtics *, the prin- 
cipal of the Jefuits, together with a colonel and 
two civilians came out and offered terms of capi- 
tulation in the behalf of the Fiench.eatl India 
company.' Lally howevvr, could not be prcv'aif- 
cd on to offer any terms j he fenc a paper filled 
with reproaches agaioft the Englifli to colonel 
Cooie, and alledged xhat he would not treat with 
an cnitny upon the honourable terms of war ; 
who had already forfeited his honour in feveral 
inftances He therefore fufiered the EngUlli troops 
to take pofteflion of the place, but rebd^d to fur- 
• render it in ufoal forms? 

General Lally did fet forth in his grievances; 

that taking of Chanden- 
agore, w'as contrary to the faith -of treaties, 
and of that of the neutrality fobfilling between 
the nations in that -part of India. ’ 

That immediately after the fignal ^rvice Wliicli 

the 
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't Ae f'rcncK nation had rendered the Engliit^, not 
‘only In taking no part againft them with the 
^Kabob of Bengal, but in receiving them in the^r 
yettlbments to give them time to recover from theur 
lirft lolTcs as appeared from the letters of Mr. 
i’voot, and from the council of Madrafs to that of 
Pondicherry , they had refufed to fulfill the con- 
'diclonsof the cartel agreed upon between their' 
rcfpeftive fovereign5> though it was at firll accept 
led by Mr. Pigot. ^ . 

He demanded merely from a principle of jus- 
tice and humanity, that the mother and fifters of 
* ^eza Saib, fhould be permitted to feck an ayf- 
lum where they pUafed, and be not delivered up 
to Mahomed Ally Khan's hands, whjch was Hill 
jtd with the blood of the hv»(band and' father/, 
that he had fpilt to the fhame indeed, of thofe 
.■who gave them up to him , but not lefs to thtf 
lhame of the commander of the EngUfh army, 
.who Ihould not have allowed fuch a piece of 
barbarity to be committed in his army. 

Colonel Cooie anfwcred, that he could not take 
cognizance of what paffed atChandernagore, the 
particulars having been tranfmuted to his Bri- 
tannic Majelty, by the officer to whom the place 
Surrendered. 

.He that the mother and fillers of 

Reza elebrted to Madrafs, where 

proper care (houid be taken for their fafety ; 
that they Ihould not^i any account be deliver- 
ed into the hands of Nabob Mahomed Ally 
Khan. ' 

When colonel Coote took polTeffion of the 
tois-n and citadel, he found a great quantity of 
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fertlllery,' ammumtion, fmaU arms and mUitair^ > 
ftotes ; then he found the garrifon'to amount to , 
bboVe 2000 Europcansj Lally made a gallant 
defence, and had he been properly fupplied with 
provifions, the conqueft of the place would not. 
have been fo eafily aichieved. An officer of his 
experience fhould have demanded a capitulation 
before he was reduced to the neceflity of ac- 
qulefcing to any terms the befieged might have 
bought proper to impofe, ^ 

By the reduction of Pondicherry the French in- 
terell was annihilated on the coall of Coromandel, 
and therefore of the utmoft impor ranee to the Bri-* 
iifh nation', u may be doubted however# whether, 
colonel Coote, with all his fplrir, vrgilance and 
military talents, could have fucceeded in this en- 
terprize without the afiiClance of, the fquadron,- 
which co-operated with him by feaand efFc^tually 
excluded all fuccour from the befieged. The land 
and fca officers, vied with each other in contribu- 
ting their utmolt efforts towards the fuccefs of the 
expedition. This conqueft terminated the power ' 
of France in India j the whole trade of that vaft 
peninfula, from the Indies to the Ganges becama 
our own, the moft exienfive and profirablelpherQ 
of commerce in the wqild. The Princes of the 
country knew the EngUfti force, and Icarneita 
fear it. The Enghfh eaft ^i^js^bmpany have 
become the arbiters of empire. The Mo^I 
himfelf has been defeawl and taken prifoner. 
Happy if the company's Servants had known 
•when to bound the imttioderale defires of their 
avarice and their_ ambuion, and happy jf they 
. had been convinced that v. hen they (hone bright- 
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eft wUK'tfc fgolls of the raft, tb company fitd' 
a‘^ wafting taper was only haftcniog to decay. ' 

It is proper to inforn^ the reader, that Jafficff 
AU Khan, who^had been cftabltHted Nabob or* 
Subah of Bengal by the army of the^ Englifh,' 
was now for his cruelty and mal-adminiftration' 
depofed by the influence and addrefs of the 
Engilftt prelident Vanfiiact, and the government’ 
(Jonterred on his fon-in-law, Mir Mahomed All-' 
Khan, who confirmed and augmented the priviJ 
leges of the Englifli company. 

• After theareduftion of Pondicherry, a body of 
forces was embarked at Bombay, for an expediti- 
on againft the French fefdemcnt at Mihle, fitu- 
ited dh the doaft of Matabar, ‘-about thirty mile^ 
fo tKc -northward of TeUidher^. • Major Heflof 
Monro, N\h6* was eniruftcd with' this command 
took’Tits hteafures fb well in concert with Mri 
idodges, commander at Tel^ichery and acted whb 
lb much’ irigour In the execution of the fcheme,* 
fhit inthVbe^nnlng of February, Mr. Lovati 
■^vctnbr^^of-ihe ‘French garufon at Mihie, fur- 
tendered the place with all us dejjendencies*, though 
'thisacqulfiuoiySvas Of no gieht'confequence to the 
llnghftr,' merely as a wading 'port, thc'laft' was 
ferefclyfcltby the enemy’ who had fortified it at 
confide’r.'ibi^cxpCTce, qnd mounted the fortifi- 
tiaiions'wiih ptdccs of cannon. 

'The French ofiicers in th^Eaft Indies, tried to 
recover by, craftinefs, what the'j-had loft by the 
‘force of arms They employed'the arts of inftnd- 
^ation wIthTuch’fuccefs, as to interefl: In theiKcaufe 
prince of the Mogul EmpiTc/called Shad Zadda. 
took the field at the hcad-of-fourfrore- tho^-' 
men againft the -forces of the Englilb Eaftr 
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'India company, commanded by Major John Car- 
nack, and reinforced by the Suba of Bengal, this 
V-^holc army confilled oi 500 Europeans,. 2500 fea- 
poys, and 20,000 black troops, with twelve pie'ces 
of cannon,. Both fides advanced to die ncighbouu- 
hoodofGuga, and on the 15th day of January, 
the Mogul army was defeated m a pitched battle, 
all their artillery was taken, together with part of 
their baggage, and a number of French officers, 
mcluding Mr. l,aw, their principal commander. 
The Shah made an. effort to join two Rajas, who 
had taken up arms againft the Subah 5 but receiv- 
ing intelligence that they W'ere already reduced by 
^he EngUm troops, he furrendered at difcreiion to 
the Subah, who treated him with great rafpeft, 
and promifed with the affiflance of tlie BPgUffi 
company, to fupport him in his pretenfioos to the 
Mogul Empire. Count D eftaing had counterba- 
lanced the iucceffi of the Enghfo in the Gulph of 
Pcrfia, and at Sumatra, with a fmall fquadron, he 
had made himfelf mailer of the Englifh fort of 
Bendir-a Bafll, taken two frigates with three other 
vcffels belonging to the company. The Fort of 
Nattal had furrendered to him at diferetion, anef 
he found two fhips in the road. After thefe ex- 
ploits, he failed to Sumatra, where he reduced 
Benevuli ; Tappanapoh, ai^ Marlborough fort, 
which lad, though in'a of defence 

was inglorioudy given up by the Englifli, after 
they had themfclves burned a rich company’s 
foip that lay in the harbour. ' ^ 

1 he Reet in the Eaft Indies commanded by 
^’ice-admiral Pocock towards the conclufion of 
^be Isll w’ar, confided of eighteen fhips from 

feven- 
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Tevcnty to fifty guns, and in the other fettle'- 
niems five companies of colonel La Faufille, five 
companits of colonel Parflow, colonel Draper*;? 
regiment, lieutenani-colonfil Coote’s regiment and 
^eutenant-colonel Morris’s highlandtr's. 


^Ve have carried on the military ,op£r3tions of 
the French and Englith on the Coromandel and 
Malabar coafts, to the eve of the laft peace; after 
Mr. Clive had abandoned the field to officers, 
sv'ho had not acquired a military renown by the 
ppage and flaughter of timid Afiatics, but in 
obfiinate battles and lieges, againft warlike and 
difeiplined veterans. If we take a retrofpedl 
into the beginning of hoftilttics, in the peninfula 
within the Ganges, fince the peace of Aix la 
^hapellc, we muft think the EngUfh compaiW 
tntertained, the mofl: favourable opinion of the 
pacific difpofition of the Indians, or’ a contemp- 
tible idea of their s-alour and military know. 
^ ge* as the defence and proteiSion of their 
ictrleraents were committed to Swifs and other 
obfeure officers with a handful of men, who like 
eir commanders, had never been trained up 
rir fordid mercantile fpi- 

m, which ftunulated their avarice to a6ls of 

to nnh] ^"4 P''ornptmg them 

qwre tMn an opportunity to ac- 

•and faL, S Z"*. '‘"'= 

tiguer, than in. the civil ftation h« h^A 

ten broughr up. this co,,r,dcrattn thw 

>B.r 
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iflfiuenced him to make a tenderof h'ls militaty 
fervices lo the company in the abfence of ma- 
jor Laurtnee, an olficer of diftinguifhed ablU- 
ues, ^^ho knew Mr. ClivVs ambition and ad- 
mired his fortune. He fought always with a 
fuperior number againft the lLuropeans>and found 
hardly any refift^ce and oppofition againft the 
indians, v^-ho like a drove of cattle ran at the 
firft onfet. He was never engaged againft ar- 
mies of regulars headed m the field, orindel- 
perate fieges by warlike commanders. When 
the French threatened with ' formidable forces 
from Europe, the deftruftion of the Englifli com- 
pany’s fetilemenis, Draper, Coote, and Brereton 
were the illuftrious commanders, who by their 
ikill, intrepidity and perfeverance, harrafled, van* 
quilhed and fubdued, inveterate enemies whofe 
fame in arms had been almoft unriralled. Dur-^ 
ing thefe glorious aichievements, Mr. Clive' 
pampered at Bengal hi the affluence and luxury 
pf an caftern potentate,' fedujous to accumulate 
by lawlcfs cxaftions and monopolies his ill-gotten 
treafure. 

The colonel who had made Bengal his pro- 
perty, and aflumed to himftif the civdl and mi- 
Jitary power, could not. brook the humillaciorj 
of receiving orders and ‘iri^^flions from the di- 
reftors of ihc company ; though he gene- 
rally contrived to have them eluded in his prefi- 
dency, yet the idea of his being fubordinate, 
galled his haughty fpirit, which afpired to a dic- 
tatorial authority above his fuperiors. He knew 
ihat in a commercial fociety, riches ,muft cariy 
jl *gre^t fy/ay, a^d in playipg fkilfiilly thofe eq- 
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gines of bribery, he rvas fore to divide and com- 
mand. Urged by thefe ambitious defiuns, he 
returned to iingland ; where he could not fail 
of being treated by all tanks of people with 
the molt flatterirrg dittinftions, after Mr. Pitt at 
that lime, the idol of the nation had defigned 
rum in the fenate by the appellation of HcaviJl 
ton sen, ml. He might have faid with more pro- 
priety, that war had been the gainful ttadeofthis 
lavo'jnte fon ot Pluius. 
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ftices; ftutTs,' jewels, and' other rich' mcrchan^i/d' 
«flndia. This plan .was executed by part of.iho 
fquadron of Vice Admiral Comiflu-and a fc\v’bac-i 
tiions • under the command of Brigadier general 
"Draper, wHo had fignahied himielf in the dcfcnco • 
of Madrifs, when it was bcfitged' by the enemy. 
The troops alioifed for this expedition confided of 
one' regiment,' with a compiny of the royal artU-* 
jer)'? and thefe were by the governor of Madrafs^ 
reinforced wUh feme able officers, about" thirty ' 
fh’en of the company's artillery, five' hundred fca*f 
poyi/ one company of caffres; one of iopa2e^, ones 
of pioneers, two cbmpames of Trench, deferters; 
Wilha feTiT’hlindfcd of Iftfcars, for the ufe of the 
feh^ineers, and'che park of aruHery, Vice Admi-^ 
fal CornIfli,-’fupplied a-ftro'ng battalion of fcameri 
and mjirines? 'fo that the \^holeyorce amounted to ' 
2300 effcilive men, with- whkh'it-was fefolvcd'td 
triaUe'an ’attempt^ upon, the‘Tburi(hing,'‘extenrivft 
thd ' populous city of Manilla. ' 'Major general 
•liadsencci .who''cp‘mm3iided the’ forces df'ihe' Eaft: 
'India company at Madrifs^' was -of 'npinion, that 
Ihe-feitkment would ^ in danger,. ffiould a greai. 
■ter number of troops bedrafrn Trom the coaflr, and 
'therefofe'th&''.t\yo battalions’ bf the company's- 
. froopsi 'the-whole^cavalryv 6oba fea-poySj-'vvitfi'' 

■ part of Moh'fph’s- regimept, tlie highlanders; 
•were left for their fecurity. fame time br-i- 

dc'rs 'were left for thrse fhips -of w'ar ' which’ they 
.'hourly eXpefte'd a'c ;Madrafs,- to remain on vthat 
part) of the coaft- for" the protection of the com- 
*merce.‘ • d' 

ThePalmouth was left at the requefl: of the pre- 
■uderit and «c6uncil' Of ^Mad'rafsj .-to- ‘convoy - the 

Eflex 
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Efles Iridia fhlp, which had on board the Creafiff^ 
for the China cargoes; but Ihe arrived time enough 
to have her fliare in the expedition to the Phj« ’ 

• lippine ides, 

. rhe officers fubordinate to brigadier-general 
Draper, were the lieutenant-colonels Monfon and 
Scot; major Barker commanded the artillery and 
m^or More, Mr. Drake and fome orher indi- 
viduals in the Ea(l India company’s fervice, 

• were appointed to take care of the company’s' 
mterefls, according to the convention tirade with 
the prefident and council at Madrafs, relating 
to the fuccefs of the expedition. General Drapet ‘ 
animated the troops with his ufual gallantry and 
tonduft. indeed every captain and officer, whetheC 
by land or water exerted himfelf with uncommon 

fublded t"? harmony 

commanders, officers and 
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"^fdved’an exceftent place of arms for covering 
landing of the fiores and artillery,' ^ The head 
/juartcrs were 6xed iti iHc curite'i houfe, and fc-» 
Cured by the feventy-nlntH regiitteot, of which 
Mr, Draper viJas colonel, is a poft ot the 

htmoft importance, both from itsfirength and the 
commodious coVef u affdrded from the rainS which 
had deluged the country, and rendered it imponr^* 
ble to cncarhp. 

The governor having been tU'icfe fuminonCd fo 
Surrender, returned a refolute refdfal, 2s he thought 
he had But little to afiprehend from an handful of 
enemies, who far frdm beirig in a condlriorl toinvefc 
the city on all fides, were obliged to confine theft 
operations in one corner, having t\l^O thirds of ic 
Open CO all manner of fuppites. . The front whiclj 
the general refolvcd tO attack wa^ defended by two 
fcaftions in good Order, mounted with a great num- 
ber of fine brafs cannon j a rhi’elln which Covered 
the royal gale, a iVbt’ditch, a covered way and a 
glacis. Several mortars bombarded the tohn with- 
out ceafing } the artillery was fo %Vell ferved anti 
the fire fo well direfted by the conduct dnd fktl! oF 
Major Barker, that in a few hours twelve pieces of 
cannon mounted on the face of a baftlon, were to-" 
tally filenced, and the enemy obliged to retire. 

- On tlid fouxcH of OftoDljr, the cantonlnent of 
the fcarticn was attackecfaboulkthree hours beford 
day by a (hong body of ladllns, encouraged tb this 
attempt by the inceffitnt rains Which they hoped 
had rendered the fire arms unfecvlceablfe. 'I hfc 
alarm was no fooncr given than colonel Monfon 
and captain Fletcher advanced with the picquetS 
to the afliftance of* the fcimcn. The afiailants 
L though 
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though armed chiefly with bows and lances, ad- 
vanced in the moft rcfolute manner to the attach, 
and fought with incredible ferocity ; when repulfcd,^ 
returned with redoubled fury to the very muzzles* 
of the EngUfli tnufquets, and died lihe wild beads 
knawmg their bayonets ; at day break, they gavc- 
w ay and fled with great precipitation, having lo(c 
300 men in their attack and retreat. Ths^ £cg“ 
lifli foldlers though c:?pofed without the leaft cover 
to the fite and m\(niesof another body of Indian’', 
reinforced by Spanith. troops, maintained their pofli 
without flinching, and after .a wartti con left, dif* 
lodged the enemy, by the afliftance of fome field 
piects and the rfcfolute conduct of major Feil, cap* 
t(iin Fleichtr and other gallant ofTiccrs fent to their 
relief. Captain Strahan of the levcnty-eight regi- 
ment and lieutenant Porter of the Norfolk, two gal- 
lant ofRcecs, lolt their Utes in this furious onlct, 
and fell univerfally regretted. , 

This was the enemy’s laft 'effort ; ihfe greater part 
of the Indians more warlike than upon the coaft of 
Coromandel, lefs civilized and more inliuman, dif- 
coutaged by repeated defeats, returned to their 
own habitations, the fire from rhe garrifon grew 
faint ; and all iheii' defences appeared to be in d 
tuinous condition. O^.ihe fifth the fire of the 
befiegers wasfo Well^eaed, that the breach be- 
came pradticab\c*,yind rt was hoped the garrifon 
lyould demand a capitulation; but they feemed to 
be obftinate and fullcn, without courage or a£li* 
neglcftcd ajj means Of obtaining fa- 
vourable terms, without having taken the refolu- 
tion to defend the breach, fo that the Englifh ge- 
ntiaV made a difpofttion for ftornung the town 

Jnear 
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mean while major Barker maintamccl H doftffire 
upon the works of the enemy, and thofe placis^ 
u here they might be lodged or intrenched, the 
mortars co-operating in the lame fcrvicc. 

The Briiifh troops dlrcftcd by thefignalofa 
general difeharge from the artillery and mortars, 
ruHied on to the aflauU, under cover of the thick 
Tmokc which blew directly on the town. Lieu- 
tenant Rudcl, at the head of fixty volunteers led 
jhe way, being fupported by the grenadiers of the 
nineteenth regiment, to which he belonged. Colo- 
nel Monfon?nd major More, headed fU'o grand 
divifions of the feventy-nmth regiment; the troops 
of the Eaft India company formed the rear. Ac- 
cording to' colonel Draper’s account .the total of 
the troops with which he entered Manilla, amount- 
ed to little more than aooo, a motley compontion 
of fsamen, fokUers, feapoys, caffics, lafcars, jo- ' 
pafees, French and (german dcfcricrs { thelh af- 
■failants mounted the breach with incredible cou- 
rage and rapidity; while the Spaniards on the 
baillon, retired lo fuddenly, that it was Imagitud 
t'ley depended entirely on their mines. Captain 
Stephenfon was immediately ordered to cxi nine 
the ground but this precavuion was naedlefs, the 
^inghfh troops penctraicd^o the town with very 
little oppofition, except at^ic royal gate, where 
there was a guard houfc, defended by one hun Ired 
‘Spaniards and Indians, who refufing to furrender 
were put to the fword. ’ They v/ere llkewife coh- 
fiderably galled with fhot from the galleries of 
lofty houfes, by which the great fquire was fur- 
'rounded. The governor who was the archblihop 
3ri4 ftdc4 himfclf captain general of the Philip- 
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p'lae idands with the principal magiftrates retire I 
into the citadel Colonel Draper having no offer 
of capitulation or furrender made him, could not 
prevent his troops for fome hoursi from making 
the city feel all the rapacioufnels to which a place 
fubjected from the foldicry , 
thole Mho commanded, excepting the few regular? 
among them, were of the mo(f unruly Kind At 
t citadel being m no condition of defence, 
^rchbifhop and the magifirates furrendereej 
ihemfelvcs prifoners at difcretion , and it was im- 
pematply occupied by captain Dupont, with one 
hundred ^en of the feveniy ninth regiment, 1 he 
l ^ Medina, a Brigadier general, mHq 
amounting to eight hun* 
had been rem- 
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racred diaraacr pf amofficcT wlef t^ic'pTO-' 
teaion of a flag of ^ruce. ^ ^ ' 

Manilla was no footer ponefled - by the Bn- 
ti(h forces^ thaa the admiral went on ihore to 
confult Nviih general Draper on this great event, 
and to feule a capiiulijtion. This- was found 
to be a tpai^cr of confiderablc difficulty. When 
the ArchhiGiop and Magiftrates appeared, the 
two Engliffi commanders humanely told them, 
^hey werp ready to fettle a capitulation to faVc 
fo fine a city deftru^iion ; and defired 

them to confult and propofc fuch terms of 
compenfation ns might fatisfy the fleet and ar- 
piy } and exempt them from pillage and its faJ 
jal confcqucnces. They brought a draught of 
terms in the name of thcArphbifliop, 'the Royal 
Audience, and the city and commerce of Ma- 
nilla, v.'hich were fo unfuiiable to their defperaie 
fituation, that they were rwefled as unfatisfac- 
yory at?d inadmiflibje ; becaufe they made no men- 
. tion of a epmpenfation xo the vidiors, for fav- 
jng the place from xitper dcflruction. The' Eng- 
)ifh commanders tfiep tool; the pen and dictated 
the conditions, on which the city of Mandla 
fhould he preferved from plunder, and the in- 
habitants maintained in x^^ir religious liberties 
and properties, under the gv^rnment and protec- 
tion of his Britannic Majefty. The Spaniards 
con Tented tO'the term? of the ranfom, which was’ 
fligulatcd a^t fhitjc .DwBJ-Qoa of flQUa,i;i, 
of Manilla, and fhq effijcts of 'the inhabitants. 
Jn confequence of this capitulation the town and 
port ‘ of Cavile, with the iflands and forts de- 
pending upop h^anilla, were furrendered to the 
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Criuflteoops together with feveral large ftiipsj 
and a vaft quantity of warlike and naval ftores. 
Captain Kempenfeldt of the navy was appointed 
govenuT of ibe place by a commiflion from 
the General. One third of the ranfom of the 
Ivianllla, was allowed to the Eaflr India com- 
pany'; and Mr, ‘Draper according to the inftruc- 
iions he had received, delivered up the city of 
Manilla, the port of Cavile, with dll their art 
julery, ammunition and warlike ftoreS to' Dawfon 
Dmke, Efq, and other perfons appointed fo re- 
ceive them m behalf of the company. 

'Commodore T iddcman, a brave and expericnc- 
e omcer, in attempting to enter the 'river in 
JUS bargeon the morning that fucceeded the reduc- 
tion of the plact was unfortunately drowned with 
five of his people. 

•, The Spaniards rsifed afterwards dlfputts con- 

cetning the performance of the capitulaion; 

ffaid colonel Draper in a let- 
^ have occafioned. would 

ofTl, ' r by the payment 

*■ vL churehcrand con- 

■> hfr,’ "■'* 

*' rrnr collly furniture, the magntfi- 

cent buildings of^hry fort, the fonificarions, 

n tf ,"'''g"/r"“.Po“"derics, cannon'; and 
V r„ „ a ‘'’= '™olc might have been entire- 
“ /er4d ” Aha fub- 

- loSe cchgious mlffions 

parchv^^lFcrcd^^f the Spanilb mo- 

7 gffered fyeh gnevous and mortifying dif. 

aftets 
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sfcrs jas tliofe flie fuftained in tSe conrTc of tfrisf 
;year, from a, var into which ll^e was precipt-^ 
lately plunged, againftaU the didlat^s found 
pdlicy and caution,' meerly to gratify the private 
inclinations of her Sovereign.il he Spaniards have 
I’caped nothing but damage and difgrace from| 
all their contefts with England, many of which 1 
they have profecuted with an illiberal fpirit of 
gothic cruelty and religious rancour. It will be 
for their intereft to avoid the refentmentof Great 
Britain, as a,ftofra big with ruin to their coirt-' 
merce and their colonics, from ^whence the im-» 
ponance of their naiibn, and the chief fupport of ' 
their monarchy arc derived." ’ 

When the negotiation for the late peace wasfet 
on foot, the Baft India company was applied* 
to by the King’s fervants, to know how they 
would have the affairs in the Eaft Indies fettled ; 
they drew the tenth article in thcprehminaries-? 
it M aj Ggned by Mr. ROusi their chairman, fenc 
to his Jidajcfty’s minifter, and by him tranfmitted 
to the Duke of Bedford at Paris, which article 
was tranlcribed into the preliminaries, verbatim, 
as it came from the Eafr India company* and the 
preliminaries were deferred figning forty*cighc' 
hours, fas aft honourable -^itiber of the -houfa]. 
declared*, j waiting for that aiWle. 

The eleventh article o’f th^definitlve treaty of 
peace, figned at Paris the lothday of Februarv, 
^ 7^39 as follows J “ In the Eaft Indies Great 
Britain fhall reftore to France, in the condi-* 
tion they are nmv in, the different factories 
h'htch that crown pofTefled, as 11011 as on tl e coaft 
pi Coromandel and Orixa, as on that of Mala- 
i * bar 
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bar, as alfo in Bengal at the beginning of 
year 17+9, and his moft Chriftlan Majefty renCtun: 
ces all pretenfions to the acquifition which he had 
made on the coaft of Coromandel and Orixa, fined 
faid beginning of the year 1749. His moft 
Chriftlan Majefty fhall reftore on his fide, all that 
he may have conquered from Great Britain, irt 
fhe Eaft Indies, during the prefent warj and will 
cxprefsly caufe Naital and Tapenoully in the llland 
of Sumatra, to be teftored; he engages farther 
not to erect fortifications, or to' keep troops, in 
any part of the dominions of the Subah of Bengal. 

And m order to prefeirc future peace on thd 
coft of (^romandel and Orixa, the Hnglifh and 
xrench ftiall acknowledge Mahomet Ali Khan 
for lawful Nabob of the Carnatic, and Salebat 
i ? f" ‘he lawful Subah of the Decan, and both 
on 4nd pretenfi- 

Lnh ■’'^y might charge 

dationt Indian alliea, lot their depr!^ 

Or tfi ti, committed on the one fide 

Or the other during the war. 

batfid'oJ^vl™ ®"'nnnic Majefty’s am-, 

Su^t of nnd plenipotentiary rathe 

sal in the Had IndieyJ'®""' ‘‘‘'= 

prerat '’’ll ambaffador, &c. W, 

die Ura „ if a J °n nceount of 

of t™ ; ft ‘i; /,-gol, aa well ac 

Clare in tifi' * Coromandel and Orixa, de- 
Majeftv orderof-hisBritannio 

tah orBenJal 

enoab Ihall be reputed not to ex- 
“ tend 
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tend farther than Yanaon, exclufively, and 
** thac Yanaon fhall be confidered as included 
** m the north part of the coaft of Coromandel 
or Orixa. In wiinefs \Yhereof, Sec 

' BEDFORD C. P S. 

C L. S O,’: ( 

Done at Pans the lolh 
of February iy^3* 

The dfPairs of the Eaft India company began 
how mdre than ever to engrols the attcntioh of the 
public, and two parties were formed, faid to be 
of very diffecent mterefts. Lord Clive headed 
the one , and Mr. Sullivan, a dircctbr of great 
abilities and eminence, (he other. Mr, Rous was 
the chairman, whofe micrcft LordCIvve erpoufed j 
he was accufed by the olher party of i dangeroua 
inattention to the intereftsof the company, during 
ihe late ncgoctations foi^ peace. At a meeting held 
the middle Of March, a motion was made by Lord 
Cli>es influence, For giving Mr. Rous thanks for 
Kis prudent management and attention to the in- 
terelEs of chs company, in the late negotiations foe 
a peace with France , and after i Itfng and tvarrn 
debate, the queftion was c*med in the affirmative. 
As tins court confided of at^ae fix hundred and 
fifty members, the fullell ever ltno\Vn, it was con- 
fiaered as a prelude to affairs of more importance , 
but It appeared during the courfc of the following 
KwwAh, the. intereft of the noVie candidate fof 

a feat m the dire£lion was inferior fo that of his 
^tagonift So much the high opinion of Loid 
Clivt s fcrviccs to the company, was diminifiied* 
M by 
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oy a mere accurare knowledge of hts Foreign tf 2 i> 
faftions An unexpected revolution in the company'^ 
affairs abroad, Foon turned the Fcale. . 


The vaft fucefefs of the Eftgilfli in the Eafi: In- 
dies rendered the affairs of that country %ery in- 
terefting to the people of Great Britain, It has 
been mentioned ilrat Jaffier Ah Khan, who was 
taifed to the Nabob fbip of Bengal, had been de- 
pofed for his cruelty and mal-adminlftration, by* 
the influence and addrefs of the JtngUfh prefident 
Vanfiiart, ^‘and that his fon*in-law, Coflim Ah 
Khan, ^had fuccccded^ him as Subah of the Carna- 
tic, and had confirmed and augmented the pnvi- 
les of the Cnglifli connpany m the Eaft Indies. 
The caufes of that cfxtraordmary revolution ap- 
peared to have been chiefly owing to the jeal- 
loufy whicn the Enghih Eaft India company’s 
lervants there entertained that Mhir Jaffier cn- 
deavouf^d to render himjelf independent of the 
company, iiy iflafTlnatlrig or banifhing from his 

court, all perfons of any figure or confequence 
? r Enghffi Hewa? 

lulpeftcd of having entered into meafures with 
Dutch, for calling theta into his affiftance, 
agamll^the po\>er and influence of the an^^lifli 
»P the country, ^an^f his having offered tb 
fervants and interefts to 
tn .5 pretenddd to be the true heir 

*0 the Mogul empire 

was pretended, that by a fenes of 
of various 1 mds, he had 
rendered ,c fcandalous for ‘the Enghfli to fup- 
port his tyrannic government any lontrer, 
having liroujM ths compan/r and^ hr own 

af* 
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jifFairs to the very brink of? ruin. Such was 
jhc charge that vvas brought againft this Nabob, 
by'' Mr. Vanfitait, Mr.Hotwell and other fervants 
df the Eafl: India company in Bengal. Otlier gen- 
tlemen in the fame fcrvicc reprefcnted matters 
in a different light, p'hich makes' it neceflary 
here, to ftate more particularly the* fa£ts,‘^tliac 
preceded the depolition of Jvlhlr Jaffier. i 

Shah Zaddah in right of his Mogul's dignity, 
flalraed all the original powers, exerclfed by 
! the EjT)perors of Indoftan, or India," peevious to 
phe mvafion of that empire by Nadir Shah, 
and we have already recounted the defeat he 
fuffered by the Englub Eaft India company's for- 
ces under Major Carnac.' ^ i, 

It feems to’be certain, that the deathtifMhjr 
^ Jaffier's Ton, who is laid to have been killed 
in his tent by lightning, had made a ftrong im- 
Prefiian upon the father, who was daily appre- 
henfive of confpiracies^againfl: himfclf, as he had 
no fon to fucceed him. Jcaloufy and dread is 
the governing principle of thefe eaftern courts* 
A legal trial is fcldom or ever granted Ji to be 
fuf^etted, IS to be guilty, and the moft invol- 
untary conneflions, are admitted as evidences 
of treafon. In confcqucDce of* thefe deteftable 
, maxims, Mhlr JalRer had ^s}t to death fome of 
phe^ late Surajah Dow la's family and friends ; and 
U is very polTible that he might have w'llhed 
not to have been fb entirely dependent, as he 
^pon cho Englidi, who might have receiv- 
ed fome counter-balance from a partial admif- 
fion of the Dutch into his government. It is 
hox\ever certain, that x\o part of hi* conduct 
‘ * ' gave 
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‘ gave unqucHionable grounds for this furmlfcj 
b.caufe, afti:r the Dutch made fuch an attempt 
_ he fent troops to the afliftance of the Lnghth, 
and, had the latter confented, he would have put 
them all to the fword. 

Another article urged againft Mhir Jafiie', 
was his having obftniited the currency of the 
I'-nglilh Calcutta coin ; but from this charge hit 
friends endeavoured to clear him, by alledgin^, 
that this ftoppage was owing to the banker, 
Cl could not controul, while 

Shah Zaddah was mafter of the fouthem pro- 
jmces, and by encouraging the tributary Ra- 
off all the Tcfources on which 
1 jnir Jaffier depended, for fatisfymg thedemandt 
or the iingulh, who became every day more and 
more clamorous. Such uas thc%tc of ofTaits, 
when Mr. HoU ell reOgned the prelidentthip and 
W Mr. Vanfitart in 
?- andat the'famc time remonftrated 

her ncccffiiyof depofing Mhir Jaf- 

'nth’ ^bovc-mentioned. and many 

n ,H n’ r'odcred that Nabob theobjeftof 

publ.c horror and deteftadou : but thi coidufl 

oi Mh- '>>= unpopularity 

“ble for-^- " P""y uoaLunl. 
thev’ I-M 0<\declariDg openly agatnfthim, 

Ms train for 

time Went ■' ^°hvell, ft feems had for fome 
Khan^Mhlr“l m ^ttefpondedee w.th Coffim Aii 
Ju"h ’oroAnltt'^^^"/ itw. who had made 

iucceed Mhir T rr proper perfon to 

jocceed Mhtr Jaffier. if 

Coflirq 



poffim at this time had the confidence of his fa- 
ther-in-law, whom he perfoaded to fend ' him, 

• under pretence of conceiting the operationsof the 
-approaching campaign, to Calcutta, where the 
meafures were concerted for depofing Mhirjaf- 
. ficr, or rather of depriviiig him of all power in 
the government j it was agreed, Thathefhould 
maintaian his dignity; tliat affairs fhould be 
.“•iranfafted in his name, and that he ihould 
have an allowance to fupport him ; that Co- 
** ffim fhould ednduft all the public affairs of the 
Subafhip, and. be named his fucceffor,’ and 
f' live in^ perpetual alliance ^dth the EnglHh fac- 
** tory. 'I'he EnglKh feapoys were to , be al- 
*‘i\vays ready to afiift him, -and the revenues 
**' of the tlirce provinces of Burdwan, Midne- 
•f‘ por, and Chiltegiong, were to be.afligned to 
the Englilli.” 

« Such w'^ere the principal articles of this clan- 
deftlne treaty, by which a great Prince fforfuch 
'Mhir'Jaffier was) without his own knowledge, 
was to be ftriped of his power. - We do not find 
any^ procefs or proofs, that could ground the lo- 
' gality of this proceeding ; but governor Vanfi- 

* tart in perfon took upon him the execution and 
•under prctence»of a vifit he went up to Marlhe- 
( dabad, the place of the oubah’s refidence, and 

parried with him three letters, which he deliver- 
ed htmfelf being attended by colonel Maitland, 

. who had fucceeded colonel Clive, in the command 
of the tTCups %\ixb two buodied Europeans' and 
a party of feapoys, under pretence of re-inforc- 
|ng the army at Paina. Mr. yanficart at the 

* ^ ’ • ' ■ . Tecond 
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•fecond vifit paid him by the Nabob, produced 
the letters. 1 hey firft charged him with the 
jion-payment of the EngUlb troops, and the great 
diforders of his government, to thq a^paretlt 
ruin of his affairs. The fecond letter related W 
the affairs of Patna \ and the third mentioned 
certain articles to which he was required to fub- 
mit, together with a requilitton of lands, for the 
payment of the Enghfh troops, undqr thepam of 
his being forced to comply. * 

It was no wonder if Mhir Jafiier was alarmed 
even to a flare diftraciion at thefe peremptory 
demands, he lamented the death of his Ion, which 
he&id, had impairedhis undcrftandlng, and de- 
Iired ionie ume to confultwith hb friends, which 
the governor was unwilling to grant, but prclfed 
.him toname fome one of his relations, plainly 
enough I»,nt,ng out Coffim fo'r the menaltment 
"'«ntionod and fent for, 
but -tvuh a vinWe reluctance on the part of the 
7=0liiart to’emploT 
rnnO-^H b«ng unwlling to come to the 
Vainiln'; a delay that Mr. 

fuSr =>PP«erances.' was obliged to 

fuffer Mhrr Jafficr to return that night to h.s 

toaethfr governor confulted 

deftSlv'nmT‘’u Caillaud, clan- 
3 “T'-.ctinn viih 

n letter wa, Coffim, furrounded the palaccj 

mediate com ibc defiring his ini- 

firfetzine h,s '*"'^’0 ‘'tfpofiuons.stere made 
noth S Ji-®” could do 

“ the moll pathetic terms 

he 
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fce fnet with'from the Englifti/whom hfraccufcd ' 
perjury and breach of faith; but at laft recollect- 
ng, that he had fworn to be for ever their friend, 
be^’dropt all the thoughts of refentment, -and of- 
fered, rather than continue under the power of his* 
bndn>la\v, fo reCgn the Subahfbrp, provided he 
fcould be aflured of a fife retreat in Calcutta, 
with an allowance for his maintenance. Thispro- 
pohtion which was conftrued into a voluntary re- 
fignation, was inftantly agreed to, and Collint 
proclaithed Naljob, ’to the apparent fatisfactlon of 
ihe people Mhir JafRer was' harried mtoa boat,' 
andfent to Calcutta, •with‘fomc of Ins- women,: 
ind an attendance, no way failed to his dignity, A 
guard of EngltOi was appointed him, by wa/ of 
tonvoy to Calcutta. 

The fccret committee of the Enghllj cbuncll 
there had approved cf Coffim’s being appointed 
foie mlnifler to Mhir Ja|fier, and he began his go- 
vernment with a vigour unufuaramong the eaftent 
princes, wh^cV ought to have alarmed our factory. 
Tlie Shah Zaddah was -defeated by the afliftanco 
6f the linghfh, and the rcbeJIious rrqahs were re- 
duced. Codim prevailed with the Engllfh ro fa- 
dnfice to him Kamnaran, the deputy Nabob of the 
province^ of whom he wa^ ^jealous, but who was 
the beft fnfend the EngUlh had m Bengal, Ele; 
then began to gi\e ftrong indications of bis in- 
tending to be quite independant of the EngUflu 
He difciplined lus troops in the European manner^ 
he w as even furniflied with fome heavy artillery by 
Mr. Vanluart, and pro\dded a tram from otheV 
t^uiners, which’ gave his troops the appearance of 
adifciphnedarmy, he took fome French into his 

mi 
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pay j he engaged fbrae of the EngHdi fcapoTJ: 
and their officers to ferve him, and not being fonq 
of the neighiiourhood of the factory, he retlre^d 
from his capital, to a ftrong fort three hundred 
miles diftantfrotn Calcutta. 

Coffim foon convinced the Englifh of their mif- 
taken politics inraifing him to the nabobfhip. He 
made a diftinftjon between the trade of the com- 
pany, a? founded upon their lights, and the com- 
merce of their ferv^is, who under pretence of a 
free trade, lent their names to Indian inland fmug- 
glers, fo muc;h to the prejudice of the revenue; 
that he complained, if the praftice was continued^ 
he mould be unable todifcharge his engagements 
with the Englifh. It happened that this laft com- 
plaint agreed cxafdywith the inftructlons which 
Mr. Vanfitart had received from the Eaft India 
irectors in Enoland, for difeouraging all the 
fraudulent trade of their fervants, as being of the 
jJtmoft prejudice to the company’s interell:. Cofilm 
lupportmg his demands with great firmnefs, Mr. 
Vanfitart payed him a vifit to fettle all differences, 
?lpecially that relating to the inland trade, ear- 
ned on fay the company’s fervants. To this trade 
n 'ff fo'-tuncs were made 

conlH® Indies far the Bricifh fubjeas. who 

S htd"! The fweets of thl^ 

Sor. difeovered by the di- 

difpleafedthatin 
it by force. Mr. 
naWs court, 

tides of one of the ar- 

, , fubjected the company’s fervants 
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\6 the juc^ges of the Nabobs courts, In In- 
land places. This treaty v.as no foone^ 
fcammumcated to the board at Calcutta, thaa 
the refident members there, fent for all the chiefs 
of the out-factoncs, who had feats at the board, 
and the treaty was dlfapproved of; a deputation 
was voted to be fent to the nabob for better terms, 
confiftlng of Mr. Amyac, the fecond Mr. liay, 
and Ibme other gentlemen of the council ; but in 
the mean time they ient a letter to Mr. Vanfitarc, 
(Which he faid he never received^ refpecting the 
treaty. 

Upon the arrival of Mr. Amyat and Hs compa- 
hions at Monghcer, Coflim, w ho had, by this time 
fortihed Patna, and filled his treafury, infiftcd up- 
on the valadity of the treaty he had made with 
Vanfirafe. He had given orders for (lopping the 
. Engh(h goods at all his cuftom-houfes, till they 
paid the duties ftipulatod by the new treaty, and 
which Were more than double what they were be- 
fore. He had procured from Mn Vanittatc a letter 
of the utmoft importance to his mtered, contain- 
ing the chief heads of the treaty, and he fenc 
copies of It to all the olhrers of his revenue, with 
orders to conform themte^res to its terms, \Yhvch 
were agreeable to the following ieccer ' 

Your gracious Perwennah is dtrivecl, and' 
“ has greatly honoured me. • I am informed of 
all the particulars ot jour high commands. 
** It (hall be delivered to the clnefs ofourfac- 
“ tories. that they arc to give a power for the 
buying and felling of (hip* merchandize, and 
‘‘ merchandize that ihev buy and (ell , in every* 
N dif. 
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‘’didrift for traffic in this country, they are W 
do according to the cullomof other traders and 
“■ hierchants, and not to give company’s dulluck! 
“ They paying in upon the coad of the mcr- 
“ chandize nine per cent, including wharfs and 
“ other receipts of cudom % nor fhall they ofc 
any manner of for<-c or violence, extenfion ot 
“.unfair dealings.” 

The Englifh faftory at Dcca, complained to 
the council at Calcutta, that they mud be ab- 
folutely undone, if the treaty was carried into 
execution,^ The council voted it to be difho* 
nourablc, difadvantageous and a breach of theif 
privileges. But all this made no impreflion on 
Coflim, who difmiffed the deputation from hU 
court 'with a negative, and ordered fome boats 
^ylth zzmi belonging to the Englifli to be feized 
near Patna, for the non-payment of the new 


* Such was the date of afTairs on the 24th of 
June 1763. When Mr. Amyat and his - com- 
panions, who were Mcflrs. Amphlet, Wolladon, 
and Hutchinfon. Lieownant Jones, Gordon and 
eoope, Dodlor Crookc and Meffieurs Hay and 
the Nabob as hodages, 
took their leave of Coflim AfH, wdth the ulual 
K for Calcutta. In 

u Marfhedabad, they were 

n e. "^*>'>‘>’5 troops on botft 

“l -dm t'/'T'’ ““'forocof the Englilli vvcr= 
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While this tragedy was aSing, Jvir. Ellis the 
Englifh chief or Patna, with the confent of captain. 
Carftairs, the military commander there, on the 
25th of June attaclced and took the city of Patna, 
gf which they were in pofleffion for four hours, ha- 
ving driven out the Moortlh or Indian governor 
ancf his garrifon ; but the latter underftandtng ac 
Futwa where he had fled, that the EngUfh and 
their feapoys were intent'on plundering, returncvl 
and foon retook the city* From whence in their, 
turn they drove the EngUlh who crofled the river 
and proceeded towards Surajah Dowla’s country. 
While they were on their march the 6rft: of 
July, they were attacked by a large body ot 
the natives, which they routed at firft, but.be- 
lug joined by four or five hundred feapoys from 
Bugcmorc, they defeated the EngUth, killed 
about fifty of them with eight or nine officers, 
among whom was captain Carllairs Next day 
Mr. Ellis and all the remainder of his patty 
were made prlfoners, and Ibmc of them lent 
to Patna, but Mr. ElHs wiili the greateft part' 
to Mongheer. ' 

In the mean time, Mr. Vanfitart at Calcutta, 
very candidly acknowledged the necefiity of 
breaking the late treatj^ the. meaning of which 
had been fo cruelly perverted by Cofiim. In 
confequence of which a refolutipn was taken 
/to declare war againfl him and to reftore JVdhir 
Jaffier to the Subalhip obliging him firft to enrer 

pany. 


^ J. The 
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T. The treaty which I formerly concluded with 
the company, upon my acceffion to the nizamut 
(government! engaging to regard the honour and 
reputation of the company, the governor and coun- 
cil as piy own, granting orders for the curfcncci 
of the company’s trade j fKe fame treaty 1 now 
confirm and ratify. 


2 . I do grant and confirm to the company, for 
oetraytng the expencesof their troops, the chauk- 
lehs fjurifdictions} of Biirdware, Midnapoor, an«i 
Chittagong -which were before ceded for the 
lame purpofe, 

TirivilJ confirm to the Englilh, the 

their firmaund fa pa- 
iioo£, and fevcnl huftull- 

rviW™ V, 2 <=r) of car. 

pofitions, m 111 Vre”? 
markit-pricc. 

which^s^mL"’ '5° P^If the fait petre, 

theothetTiff "> Calcutta, 

frent^rfor L ufco^mt ffi"' 

for no other 1,?, ^ ^ ■^'=‘11 P'f- 

ticlentLtcmmtrl ” 



5. 'in the ChucTcjch of Silct for the fpace of five 
years, commencing' Avuh 'the Bengal year 117^ 
pjy phoufdar and the companys gomalhh fhall 
joiniiv prepare chunam (Umcl of which each fliad 
defray all the cxptnccs, and half the chunam fo 
made fi)a!l be given to the company, and the o- 
thcr half fiiall be for my ulc. 

6 . I will maintain twelve ihoufand horfc and 
twelve thoufand foot, in the three provinces ; if , 
there /hould be”*occnfion for more, the number' 
Ihall be Increafed by the confcni of the governor 
and council, proportlonably to the emergency ; 
'hcfidcSt the forces of the Ung}}f}i company (hiU ' 
always attend me when wanted. 

7. 'Where ever I (hall fix my court, either ab 
Moorrtiebadad, or elfewhcrc, \ will advife the go-* 
vernor and council ; :\nd whatever number of 
Englifli forces I may havcoccafion for in the ma- 
nagement of my affairs, I will demand them anti 
they Ihall be allowed me ; and an Englilh gen- ' 
tieman (hall refide with me to tranfadl all alfair*. 
between me and the company ; and a perfon. Ihall 
alfo refide on my pare at Calcutta, . to 'negotiate 
with the governor and council. 

8. The' late perwannahs, (orders) ifiucd by 
'Cofiim Ali Khan, grantmg to all merchants the 
exemption of all duties/or the fpacc of two year?, 
fliall be reverfed and called in, and the duties col- 
lected as before. ' ' ‘ 
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Major Adam\ who then commanded the com- 
bsny’s troops, took the field and in a few days was* 
joined by Mhlr jalTier.*- They directed their march 
towards Moclhedabad ; and on the 19th of July, 
came up with a parly of the enemy, whom they 
defeated with an inconfidcrable lofs, and killed* 
Mahomed Tuckey Cawn, who commanded the 
party that had flaughtcrcd Mr. Arayat and his com- 
panions. At the lame time a detached party un-'^ 
der captain Long made themfelvcs mailers of the 
fort of Cuiwa, with all the enemy’s artillery there 
and in the field} and on the 24th, after a triftingop-^ 
pofition, they entered the important city of Mor- 
Ihedabad, where Mhir Jafijcr was proclaimed Su* ' 
bah. The company’s troops refrelhed themfelvcs 
here for fome days, and refuming their march, 
they were oppofed at the head of Coflim buzan 
fiver, .by a large body CoHim's bell troops, 
and artillery. An engagement followed, in 
which It foon appeared, by the finn ftand 
^\h^ch the natives made, that they had been im- 
proved in their difciplinc s but after a long dif- 
pute, they were totally defeated. The lofs of 
the hngljfh confifted of five officers, forty Eu- 
ropeans, and above three hundred ieapoys and 
black horfe killed and wounded. The enemy’s 
lofs was very confiderable ; twenty-three pieces 
of cannon fell into the hands of the Englilh, 
with one hundred and fifty boats, among which 
were thole they had taken at Patna, laden with 
military and other flores'; the major then ad- 
vanced 'to Rajamant, near which he forced a 
flrong entrenchment of the enemy, and ihere- 
•by deprived them of all their fuppUes of pro- 
* vi- 
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Vifions 'from Bengali which he entirely fecurc^ 


wiiicii lie ciimciy ic(.uicu 

to the company, who thought the fate of th^ 
\Yar would be entirely decided by this cam- 
^paign. 

• In all thefe operations, major Carnac, who 
had been difplaced from his command, for his 
oppofition to Mr. Vanfitart, diftinguilhed himfelf 
with -great gallantry and good conduft, which 
major Adams fo warmly and generouily reprefeni- 
ed to the company, that they rellored him to his 
TOmmand'of their forces at Bengal, Major Adams 
bn the nth of October, completed the cam- 
paign by the redudtion of Mongheer, without the 
Jofs of a man. It was rcmarkacle that CoITim’s 
artilleiy was mounted in the Englifh manner and 
ierved Dy.,two hundred Jhuropeans* who had been 
-token at Patna fbuc none of them Englifh, for 
they had ref^ufed to enter into his fervice), and 
were kept prdbncrs at Mongheer. 

w "'cte armed and cloathed in the 

iinglifh manner, and divided into brigades, their 
ikili mchufing their ground was greater than ever 
had been before known in the Haft Indies ' and it 
vas believed by major Adams, that the Armenians 
and fome Europeans were principally inftrumcn- 
tal m reducing his troops to difeipline. 

• i‘rom what has been premiled, the reader muft 

fortifications, 
entrenchments, iho’ 
were fo eafiiy redu- 
A^ims of men. commanded by major 

a reduction of Mongheerfhe fent 

ward pLn Wedlrburn, to- 

wards Patna, to which Cbflim had retired, with 


'brdcrs td. block up that place and td inform thd 
EngUlh prifoncrs thijre of h\s approach. He ef- 
fe^ally executed the firft part of his commifiaon# 
but was prevented from diicharging the fecond by^ 
the barbarity of Coffim. .ThU tyrant employed' 
one 'Somers, a German ruffian, whb had entered 
into his fervlcc to maflacre the Ehglilh prifoners ; 
the latter fo Uttle expeded fuch a face, that upon 
Somers’s arnv^al with fomc fea-poys he commanded, 
they prepared to receive him as a companion. 
The, barbarian on pretence of inviting them to fop- 
per, borrowed all their knives and forks, and fend- 
ing for Meffis. ElUs and Lulhlngion, he and hfs < 
aflaffins immediaie\y difpaiched them, but not be* 
forcjhe latter had killed one and wounded two of 
^he murderers. . MelTrs., Chambers, Aphlett, and 
.Gulfton, who ^eie next fent for^ underwent the 
farrle fate j but one .Mn ’Smith# cfcaping with a 
wound, back to the room^ alarmed the reft of the 
gentlemeni who defended themfelves for feme 
time bravely with their plates and boiths j but the 
alTaffins difeharchin^ their pieces, (hot then! all 
dead. The numbers maOacred in that houfe were 
forty nine.gcntlemens of whom, twenty RVe were irt 
irons ;^fifiy foWiers, who ,wetd in irons Ukcwifci 
were maflacre i at. the fame time, as tvere nine 
other gentlemen, and the remainder of the Eng- 
lifli prifoners, amounting in the whole to two hun- 
dred in difercnt parts of the country. This maf- 
facre was fo barbarous, that it was xeluftantly per- 
formed by the fea-poys, 'who defired Somer’s ro 
give thj prifoners ayms, and that they would fight 
fliem^ alledging tlut it was unfair to kill them in. 
fo cosvardly a manner } but tlie ruffian ftruck fe- 
O vcral 
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Veral of tliem dowii wuh bamboos, and was fd 
trruelas lo put to death a child of Mr Ellis, wt 
Fullerton a phyfician, was the only one perfon 
efcaped from Patna, having, a few days before « 
ccircd a pardon from Cofilm 
That tyrant extended his cruelty to all the ra 
tivcs who w ere thought to be in theEngliHi mtereft, 
Jie put to death the famous banker, Tagulpat, 
and his brother, with Uaninanan, whom he had 
J»ept in captivity, with about twenty eight others 
and left their bodies to be devoured by birdsand 
beads, the mod exqutfite punifiiment that a fup’r* 
fliiious Lad Indian can devjfc to a departed fpinr 
Major Adams found large magazines of ammuni* 
lion and gram in Monghecr, and after making th* 
ftecciiary dtipofitions, he proceeded againd Patna, 
which was garrifoncd by ten thoufand men, lef 
by Comm, w ho retired to the wedn ard He of 
dtred howcier a party of horfc to harrafs the 
Enghfti in their march >ut without any cffcfl, for 
major Adams arrived wuhm two miles of Patna 
V here he twk up a flrong pod, and prepared W 
form a regular liege His manoeuvres were inter* 
rypted by a drong detachment of the cnemfs 
fcap<^s. who with fome diiKcuhy, were beaten 
hd blown up o principal 
h io of <hc Englilb . three 

? tl, 1 / •'O'vcrer tlcnt On. thoosh 

d-f-i-K b • ‘‘’""''"J ™dc anobnmaie 

Tr. ‘ oarned, 

" '^•‘f'dprccipitattly to Sonerum. from 
whcDC6 
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vmcnce he proceeded with all his treafure,’' and 
valuable cfFedls to the confines of Sujahal Dowlah’a 
cfluntry, where all he could obtain was an afylum 
for himfelf and his family. ' ^ ^ 

So many vicifiitudes of the EngUfli affairs dn • 
the Eaft Indies, occafioned an incredible ferment 
in London, among all who had any concern with 
that company •, the public was furprlzed that fuch 
important events had pafied without being known 
to any but the direftors, and a party was formed ‘ 
with Lord Clive at its head, for putting the direc- 
tion into other hands at the approaching eleftion 
of direftors. On the 12th of March, a very nu- ' 
mcrous general court of the Eall India' proprietors ' 
was held, and opened by Sir Francis Coiling, who 
declared ** the bufinels of their meeting to be, 
to enquire into the prefent condition of. the com- 
pany’s' affairs abroad ; to endeavour to difeover 
the caufes of the misfortunes that had happened 
at Bengal; to learn what fteps had been taken by 
the' directors to remedy thefc misfortunes 5 and 
their reafons for difmilling many of their old fer- 
vants, and appointing a'gentleman, feventh in the 
council'at Bombay, fmeaning Mr* Vanfitartji to, 
be governor, at Bengal, ia preference to another 
gentleman who fhould regularly have fucceeded to 
that truft.** 

The bufinefs of the day was then divided into, 
three heads i under the fieft Was difcuffed’the cOn-' 
duflof Mr. Vanlitart, in advancing CoJlim AI; 
Cawn to the nabobfhipT'aiid depofing Mhir 
Jaffier, in direft oppofition, as -was alledged to 
his council, whom he ought to have confulted, 
^5 the original principles upon which this revolu- 

9 2 \m 



tion was brought about, had been entirely comi 
formable to the fentimenis of the dlredlors them- 
fclves, this matter bore a ftrenuous debate, which 
threw the aflembly into (bme confufion, if not luf 
tnult, many letters and papers >\ere rer’d to prove 
the expediency and neceffity of {he meafurc, and 
jnany to fhew its pernicious tendency ; but their 
contents were fo directly contrary to one another, 
that the debates on this head were upon the whole, 
trifling and ineffectual. Under the fecond head 
vas difcufled the management of the company’s 
lervants at Calcutta. It was alledged and many 
papers produced to confirm it, that the majority 
ot the council had demanded exorbitant fums from 
the new nabob, who had re/ofed to comply with 
payment, while the governor protefted againft 
1 urged, that with- 
the arrangements, which had been 
mde be^veen Coflim and Mr. Vanfitart, the com- 
FnH?. ^ sbrolutely. ruined . in 

^^4 ^ou\d have 

comn? proGts of the 

irom all dunes, and even to trade duty free ^zy, 

mm« under thir 

natives. The undue 
comnaiiv’c n given to many of the 

the third and 

potlponed or pre- 
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i3ici(Iion among the directors _and proprietors. In 
confequence of the great fcnrkes rendered by Lord-^ 
CUve, lo Mlur JaiiieT* when in the company's far- ' 
Vice in Jndja, the nabob had recoropenlcd his; 
friend and confederate with the moft lavifh prodi- 
gality. He-had adigned to colonel Clive, a jag- 
here or fetdemenr, upon the revenues of that coun**' 
try, iflujng from the referved rent of the lands, 
which lud been ceded to the company by the- 
prince ; and this Jaghirc which amounted to near 
30,000!. a year, was confequently to be payed by 
the factoryi as his lofdfliip had Co great a concern 
in the welfare of the company, he thought he had 
a xeafonable claim to the greateCt part of its ma- 
nagement. He differed with tlje directors ’itt 
wording the article relating to the Eaft Indies 
'in the preliminaries for peace> and it was ac- 
cordingly altered j many occurrences happened 
which indicated that thofc who were in the fe- 
cret of tl}C direilioa, were averfe to hisLordfhip’s 
having a feat at their board, and the oppofuion 
to him v'as thought to arife principally from 
Mr. Sullivan, the deputy chairman, who uasfaid 
to underftand the affairs of the dlreftion better 
than any of hU colleagues. Lord Clive’s intereil: 
being fupported by his u'cfllth,his creatures and hi^ 
dependenrs, thefe partiians prefled his admiflioa 
into the dircccorfhip ; and matters went fo high, 
that orders were fent to the company’s fervants to 
Hop the payment of the jaghire, for the recovery 
of which his lordihip brought a fuit in the chance* 
ry of England. 

Various were the reafons alledged by- the dlrec- 
|ois for this detention, which Lord Clive endea- 

* , ' yourcc 
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loured to -make the -public relent as injurious} they 
objected to the difpofal which his lordlblp heel 
made of the trcafurcs of the nabob whom he had 
depofed; and that he had with held from the rela- 
tions of the fufferers in the black hole at Calcutta, 
the fums ftipulated for their indemnification. He 
^Y^s likewife accufed of remitting money home by 
a Dutch fhip ; contrary 10 the regulations of the 
company, and of having fuppHed a Portuguefc 
fhip with goods and money, concluding that he 

haH nn ' ...l- . j_. 


bad no right to ihejaghire, which was payed "at 


company’s expence. In anfvver to thefc im- 
putations, his lordfbl^ addrefled a letter to the pro- 
pnetors more fophIClical than convincing, he pro- 
ved inde^ that fome of the relations of the fuf- 
ferersatCalcutta, as appeared by their own letters, 
h^d received fome indemnification, but it appear- 
ed notwuhftanding the plaufibility of liis argu- 
tnsnts that the fl-pulaiions iw their favour at leaft 
ot the majority of them had not been fulfilled w ith 
Ujemoft Icrupulous exafinefs; that the nabob’s 
rea urcs had been applied, according to the fecrec 

agreement w-itUMhirJaffier, to whom in faft, 

deeJarwi they belonged, after his 


Cent .my money by 


Dutch (hips b-x in bills, which he faid with a fpe- 
bein^ ' {u^mf^dnefs, were in danger of nev« 
thTo^uS 1 ; defigns < 


K n 

inconrif}^ '* fervants thought it 

inconfiftent wuh their intereft to grant bills The 

a emunXr'Ti? ftiip he called 

»°rdftip declared 

he had at leail as good ^ right to^ jaghire. 


that 
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as the company hadto the Vafi; e. 1 :ates which 
tfonhlTed in the liafl: Indies. 

• i.ord Clive’s friends and adherents amongfl: the 
4)roprietors boldly aflerted that nothing but tire 
credit, experience and abilities of Lord Clive in 
petfon could retrieve the diforder pf the company’s 
affairs in the Laft Indies. Other meetings were 
accordingly ’held to bring about this end io much 
defired by Lord Clive, and a motion was made 
by his friends, thathe ftiould'be requefttd to taLe 
upon him the prefidentlhip of Bengal, and the 
command of the military forces there. His Lord' 
ihip, in his anfwcr, fheV/ed himfelf ready to com- 
ply with the motion, provided matters could be fee- 
tied* fo that he could proceed with vigour, fup* 
ported by a friendly and united dircdlion. Upon 
this a letter was fenc in form to his Lordfhip, buc 
in the mean rime fuch altercations pafied between 
him and the deputy chairman, that his lordlhip de- 
clared he was refolved to decline the prefidentlhip 
and all military comma’nd, if that gentleman con- 
tinued to take the lead in the company’s affairs' ac 
London. The direflors on the oppofition to his 
LordOiip } upon this publifhed the favourable ac- 
counts of iheir affairs in the Eaft In dies which they 
had received from major Adams, and which they 
hoped would convince tHe public, that there was 
no necefiity for courting Lord Clive, to accept of 
the prefidentlhip^ which he continued to decline, 
Unlefs Mr. Sullivan was difplaced from his power. 

The publication of the accounts from major 
and governor damped the 2ea\ 

of many who had been mofl forward in preffing 
Lord Clive to name his own terms, and the houfc 

' * bit. 
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left, as it \vas called, prevailed againffc that of tfid 
proprietors, which had been formed by his Lord- 
'ihip’s friends. ^ • 

I Mr- Sullivan however, was fo near being thrown 
out' of the direction, which he carried only by one 
vote upon the fcrutlny of the ballot, that it was 
plain, (bufmefs could not be done, if he continued 
to lead the board of dirc&ors ; and a ballot being 
taben for a chairman, Mr. 'Rous, Lord Clive’s 
friend, was cledted, and Mr. BouUon, deputy 
chairman } on this event, frefh applications werd 
made to Lord Clive, his Lordihip, in a letter ad- 
Jrefled to the directors, took noucc, that a law- 
fuit was depending between him and the comjiany* 
coacwnlng his jaghire, which rendered it highly 
•improper for him to go abroad before it was deter- 
mined; “ and therefore faid his Lordihip, allow 
metofuggeft to you the expediency of referring 
. the matter to a general court of the proprietorsi 
with the propofal I now ihake, viz. That I fliall 
enjoy my jaghire for ten years, provided the com- 
•pany ihali remain fo long in pofleflion of thofe 
lands, of which the jaghlrc U the quit rent/ and 
provided 1 fhall live fo long; at the end of ten 
years or at my death, if it Ihould happen firft, my 
right and title to the jajjhirc fliall ccafe ; and on 
tny arrival in India, I ihall ufc my utmoft endea- 
vours with the nabob, to fecure the reverfion of 
it to the company. “ Should my death happen car- 
Iv ia thii fervice, 1 fubroit to the confideration of 
the directors and proprietors (but do not infift up- 
on it) nhethcr it cannot be continued to my 
heirs for five years.*' In confequence of this lettef 
^ general court of the E^ftlndia company was held 
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to deliberate on its contents j arid a relblutloft 
fjalfcd for raking the cafe of the proprietors by_a . 
^allot for empowering the court of dire6\ors To 
agree witK Lord Clive for the payment of his jag- 
hire during ten years, if his LordChip (hould' lo 
long live, and the company HiaJl b6 in actual pof-‘ 
feffion of the lands, out of which it ifiues, and the 
revenues thereof during that period of time,” This 
i^ueftion created greiit debates. The court of di- 
redlors thouglic themfclves obliged to juftify their 
proceedings upon the jaghtre, by producing the 
Opinions which they had taken trom the learned 
of the law. Lord Clive's friends did the fame on 
thsirTide •, and' they were found on the w'holc to 
be confufed, contradictory, and irreconcilable to each 
other. 1 he majority of the meeting, howevet^ 
feemed inclinable to tlofe with his Lordfhip’s pro- 
pofal, and a day was fixed for the ballnc. Before 
the company broke up, a motion was made, on the 
part of his Lordfhip's friends, in the view of faci- 
litating the fuccefs of the ballot, ‘*'That for the fu-’ 
tore, none of the -company's fervanis in the Eaft 
Indies fliould, upon pain of expulfion receive jfrorri 
any of the nabobs; or from any others, any Lind 
of gratuity or reward without the concurrence or 
confent of the council or bf the court of direftors 
of the Eafl India coTipany.” Tins refoludon met 
, with -applaufe, and palled j the event has proved 
how' it has been cluOed wuh impunity. 

On the day alter the ballot was taken, it ap- 
peared that the (juellion was carried for allowing 
Lord CUve his jaghirc by a majority of awamlt 

396 Other motions of Icfs importance w'ere'^then 
madc,pafiic«hrly upon a'refolution which had been 
^ takcft 
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taken ty the court of direSors to recommenii' 
Major Adams to the lecretary at war, for his ma-* 
jefty to confer on him fome higher poll, that ha 
might he continued at Bengal fo long as the exi- 
gencies of affairs IhouU require. A motion being 
made upon this refoluiion, it was ftrongly oppofed 
as tending to imply a check upon Lord Clive, 
who was then making preparations for his depar-, 
ture. The motion however, was carried, as were 
other motions, for returning the thanks of the 
court to major Carnac, and the other officers and 
troops who had fo gallantly ferved under major 
Adams. After this, many debates enfued, which 
difeovered that many of the proprietors had not a 
very high opinion of his lordftiip’s principles, and 
abilities.* Lord Clive had formed a military efta* 
blifhment for the Eaft Indies, by reducing the 
Company’s troops into regiments, and keeping up 
two battalions in England, with various other re- 
gulations; after a warm dilcufiion on \ 7 hich parti- 
culars, the debate was ended by a motion being 
carried “ That the company’s affairs in Bengal re- 
quiring immediate attendance, and the feafon be- 
ing very far advanced, LoriClive be defired to 
embark forthwith for that government ; and that 
all the officers now appointed be ordered to proceed ’ 
thither without delay ” 

• During there debates the company received the 
alarming netvs of a inoft drpadful ftorm that had 
feppened Mtheir (hipping in the Ead Indies. * 
Jriis majefty was pleafcd to confer the order of 


.In Madrafs Road, OSoh:.- 21. 
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BatK upon Lord Clive, wjJ» foon after depart-'* 
d foe the Rail Indies. ^ ^ \ 

Jn order to know the juftied of the Ball India 
ompany’s claims, and the caufes of the fubfi^- 
uent revolutions in Indoftan, it is proper to take 
retrofpe^ Into the fitft eftablllkment of the 
ompany, and to obferve how they firft craved 
he protedion of the Mogul and of the Subahs, en- 
croached afterwards upon their territories; main- 
lined their ufurpadons by force and artifice; and . 
It laft: afiumed to themfelvcs the right of making 
jnd depofing nabobs in thePeninfuIa of Indus.. 

The firlt idea of the Raft India company Uss 
formed in Queen Elizabeth’s time, but it has fince 
admitted of Vaft alterations. Its ihares orfubfcrip- 
tlons, were originally only *50!. ftcrling, and its 
capital only 36.989I. but the direftors having a 
confiderable dividend to make in 1675, it was 
agreed to join the profits .to the capital, by which 
the lharca were doubled, and confequcnily, each 
became of took yalue, and the capital 739,782!. 
IQS. to which capital of 963.639 1 . il the profit*; of 
the company to the year 1685 be added, the whole 
ftock will ba found to be 1,703,4021. Though the 
Cftablilhment of this company w'as vindicated in 
the cleareft manner by Sir Jolliuah Child, and other 
able advocates, yet the p.arcia]ity of the Duke of 
Tork, afterwards James 11 , lv»d for his favourite 
African trade, the Ioffes it fuffained in the w'ars 
with the Dutch, and the revolutions w'hich had 
happened in the affairs of Indoftan, damped the 
ardour of the public to fupport it ; fo that at the 
time of the Revolution, when the war broke out 
France, it uas in a very indifferent iituadon. 
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^his was in a great meafore owing to its having 
no parliamentary fandlion, uhere*by its ftock wtea 
fold for one half lei's than it was really M'orrh ; a'.rd 
ii;was refolved that a new company ihould be erec- 
ted, under the authority of parliament. 

The oppofition given to all the public fpirired 
iTiealures of King William by faftjon, rendered 
this propofal a rnattcr of vaft difficulty ; but at laft, 
^ter many parliamentary enquiries, the new fub- 
fcription prevailed ; and the fubreribers, upon ad- 
vancing two millions to the public at eight per 
«nt. obtained an adl of parliament in their favour, 
ioeold company, however, retained avail intcrell 
both in the parliament and nation j and the-ad 
being found in fome refpeas defeflive, fo violent 
a flruggle between the' two companies arofe, that 

of S ‘ the yearly fund 

m millions, svas reduced 

oubL'l'-r”'- “1',“" of ■rcoi.oool. tothe 

1 “dd'tional intcrell ; for which 
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inftcad of receiving a regular annuity, Iiaveac-»i 
cording to their different (hares, a dividend of the 
jirflfits, arifing from the company’s trade j and thac 
dividend arifes or falls according to the circumftan-; 
CCS of the company cither teal, or a& it is too oftca 
the cife pretended. Before the late aO: of Parha- 
menr, n proprietor offfocJc to the amount of 500 1, 
whether man or woman, native or foreigncfi had 
a right to be manager and to give a vote in the 
general council. Now one thoufand pounds is the 
qualification for proprietors and two for di^ 
rectors. The directors are twenty four in number, 
including the chairman and deputy chairman, who 
may be rc*clcctsd for four years fuccelTively. The 
chairman has a falary of 100 1. a year and each of 
, the directors 1 50 1, we (hall mention in the courfc 
of this work the ineffectoal motions for raifing 
their falary. The meetings, orcourt of directory 
arc'to be held at leaft onse a week j but are com- 
monly oftensr, being fommoned ns occafion 
quires. Out of the body of directors are chofen 
Icvcral committees, who have the peculiar infpcc- 
tion of certain branches of the company’s bufmefs; 
as the committee of corrcfpondcnce, a committee 
of buying, a committee o^treafury, a "houfe com- 
mittee, a committee of warchoufes, a committee of 
f)npping, a committee of accounts, a corhmitteo 
of law.iuiis, and a committee to prevent the growth 
of private trade ; who have under them a.fccrc- 
tary, a ca(hccr, ckrUs and warchoufc keepers of 
teas, Bengal goods, coaft and farat, See. 

1 he prefent governorsofthe principal company’s 
fctilcmenrs arc, Bengal, Warner Haftings ; Bom- 
Wiillan^ ffOrnby ; • Fort Sr. George, A. 

' * , • Wynchf 
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IW’ynchi Fort Marlborough. Richard Wyatt . St, 
Helena, John Skotlowe. bfqrs. 

The amazing territorial acquifitionsofthiscotn- 
pany, which are^ attended with a proportional cn- 
crea c of trade, joined to the dtlTcntions among its 
managers at liome and abroad, engaged of late the 
attention of the leginature fo much, that a reftne- 
tlon was laid for their dividends, for a cerniS tiire, 
not to exceed 12 and half per cent. We have al- 
ready mentioned the tall fortunes acquired by thdt 

“1'“^ abroad, and the (late la 

avhich they live, hke fovereign princes. 

nil,, « f fnglrnd to the Half Indies, con- 
well as '!'°i dtipendous political, aS 

withtn c-n"’"'"''"’' mothines, that is to be met 
lodneil'in exclufive, and 

Soi v i’f-‘'°™P="y- "'I'ich has a temporary 
«d to^rhe V tioniideration of money advan. 

T& cLft fottlemeotson 

reftrictions f,!? ^ crijoy under proper 

rhevarioin’ln/ P”^'“.”tent,they have through 

ed in the em revolutions which have happen- 
oPlndoflan. acquired foe}. teV 
daW moffformi- 

• in iis nrer, 0/“' » ™ay be called 

"orld fince the^'^d™ known in the 

•H^ir rev"“ue‘^:retlt-l“ 


their revenues Carthage, though 

Tothedirectorsofthp ‘rnpcrfecily, except 

I'cIy.afRrmr-H . ‘^°"ipany. It has been pub- 


licly affirmr-d th-,, ^ ‘^^"ipany. It has been pub- 

'Jree and a haifS'fn'"™^"^ 'P “'’“''f 

rhe company in He,,. <■* ‘™ing: the expences of 
mining thof/acanlr?- ^“r 

Irtit, after thefe are ifaj’ed ''the 8^“," 
cirajecl, the company not only 

• clearj 
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clears a Vaft fum, but was able to pay till lately to ■ 
the government four hundred thoufand pounds 
ycvly> for a certain time» partly by \vay of indem-^ 
nlfiCation, for the expence of the public In protec- 
ting the company, and partly as a tacit tribute 
for thofe poIJenions which arc territorial and not 
commercial. Thh republic therefore cannot be faid^ 
to be independent, and it is hard to fay what foxni 
it may take, when the term of the bargain ’with 
the government is expired. This company ex- 
ports to thcKaft Indies, all kinds of woollen-manu- 
facture, all forts of hard ware, lead, bullion, and 
c^uick-iilveri their imports confift of gold, dia- 
monds, raw filks, drugs, tea, pepper, arrack, 
porcelain ware, falt-petre for.home confumption j 
and of wrought filks, mullins, rallicoes, cottons, 
and all the ^\ov€Q manufactory of India for expor- 
tation to foreign countries. 

The war between two European nations on the 
coall of India, has not tillVery htely, had any con- 
nection with the governing people of the country. 
It has been entirely owing to the war, that an Eu- 
ropean'has been allowed to have any kind of fa- 
miliar commerce uith them, or that the fervants 
of the company have been admitted to an acquain- 
tance with their courts, thcr fplendor of which has 
been greatly Icflencd by foreign and inteftine com- 
motions. The war alone has taught them the 
geography of the country a hundred miles round 
their fcttlcmcnts ; and within thefo few years, thofe 
who had been at Madara, which is about that dif- 
tance, were as eagerly liftcned to when they re- 
turned to Madrafs, and their accounts were as new 

to 
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Japan*” coHie/roil| 

We mufl: not fuppofe a man the better acquaint 
ed with has, for having been m India, unlefslis 
has been in that very part which was the fceneof 
aSioa, forthe feveral fettlements being fome as 
remote from others as England is from the molt 
l^Duthern or northern parts of Europe, the people 
bn one coaft, have fomctimes no mote knowledge 
of what IS doing on the other, than we have at 


^eme previous explanations, one can 
hardly conceive, by what means a handful ofEng- 

dffarbo became hitlf 

the arbiters of the Mogul Empire 

in the'f®!!!!" ^ '*’= Ptnmfula with- 

of the Mnm/i!* "Umediate government 

frorn M?" 'be royal mandates 

of fo arbitr ’ *0 ihc received notion 

Iveoar S 7 ? ‘'“T'™* '’btved m the moftrt- 
t™ h Aar a ’■*’ = “ bir from the 

ver ackoowl,d®77 P" ''"<1 Proinfok ne- 

tillthe reign'^ff AOTenv'^h'" 

from , and the revenues 

w™«r[ Moorilh gosernors, 

fi"c= his death been 

Whom his weal er fnrr.eln i? vice-rovs, 

government of r},- ^ appointed for thi 

the tribute from t *his time 

the court of Deli potent^les cannot reach 

■neat extenLJt;", he or'®?' SO'""' 

countries, and ever^nce 

. r lince the province of Indoftan 

vas 
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K devaflcd by NadrrShaisr, the Wdakrldr^ o^the 
:ogul, and the independency of the vice-ro^s,’ 
.vp ill a manner confined the influence of the 
jhetfc monarch of the Eafl: to what is properly cal- 
d Indoftan, fo that the fovereign polTefles a third 
ily, and that chd leak valuable part of his own 
ift empire. Bengal the fmalleft, but moft fertile 
rovince, is governed by a vice roy, >vho has been 
»r Tome years pad the creature of the fingUlh 
impany, thc^other dlvifion called the Deckan* 
ctendmg frorn^lafore to Cape Camorin^ is alfo 
elcgatcd by the Mogul to another vice roy of ex- 
seding great power, ha\ing within his junfdidbion 
!ven large territories to which he has the undiC* ' 
uted right of nominating as many nabobs or go- 
ernors In all parts of India there are Bril large 
iiftrifts, uhichhave preferved, with tbeGentoo 
ehgton, the old form of government under Indian 
tings called Rajas Such are MaifTore* and Tan-* 
our. 1 here are alfo among the woods and moun-^ 
atnous parts of the country leveral petty princes, 
ir heads of clans, diftinguithed by the names o£ 
[*olygars, Thefc are all tributary to the nabobs, 
IS thofe are to the vice roy of Deckan } the Car- 
aatic, a part of it comprehends the principal fet- 
tlemcnts of the Europeans, ^adrafs, Pondicherry, 
and nlfo Arcot on the Coromandel coafl: Thus 
the vice-roys of Bengal and Deckan have the prin- 
cipal fway D\er the peninfula of Indus 

I he chain of mountains which run from north 
to fouth, a-e the caufe of a phrenomenon in natural 
hiftorj T he countries feparated by thefe tnoun- 
tams, though under the fame latitude, have theic 
hafons and climate entirely different from, each 

others 
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(fthfer, and while ir is winter oa one fide 6ft^* 
hiUs It IS lammer on the-other On thecoaftol 
Malabar, a fouth wcftvmd begins to bIo\ ftoffl 
the feat at the end of Juno, widi continued 4 :an, 
abd i'lg’es 'againft the icoaft for four months, during 
^^■hIthtlmt-the weather is calm and ferene on the 
(Toart of Cotomandi-U antljowards the endofOc 
tbber the nmy ftolon, which the) term the change 
Of the monloon, begins on the coaftof Coroman 
del 'dtwhich time the tempeftuous winds bearing 
continually’ ngainft a coaft in which there are ro 
good ports, mike itfo dangerous for thefluppicg 
rb t'emam th^re, for the three enfumg months, that 
/ It hsfearce e\er attempted This is the caufeof 
thCperiodical return of our /hips' to Bombav 
^htfe turret IS a fecure harbour and convenient 
docks ' 3 r « - 


^ As the Europeans have of late direaedthe coun 
f^ls 6f the Indian p'inces, and awed themaincoa 
ferviLlnon-refiHance.totheir.nrbitraryjne'ifurcs by 
thefupejiij^iiyjof a fev7 difciplmed battalions agtunft 
their numerous >iiidbimid legions, it wiILbe requi' 
hte to igiife feme accounciofT their manners 
habits and prejudices, as may/ haie^ a nearer or 
more '‘remote indoence on their military charac- 
ters ‘ ^ 


The Afiatics bring immcnfe multitudes into the 
feM, \?ithoUt appointing an) commiflaries for fub- 
hiling their armies, which moftly confilt of horfe-- 
rii n mh two fcrvanis each, one to take care of 
his horfe, the other to prtjcure him fo^ee All 
^ accompanied by theiruives-and children, 

and i moveable tm n of fhop^ follow’s the camp, 
Y hert every thing is fold as in their cities. Som*- 

hundred 
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hun>dred of elephants for ftate only, 3nd i tram or> 
women, y ith a numberlefs retinue, aKva)s attend 
prijic4 and the great officers, for whenever the 
bverejgn ^moves, h? dlfph\«{ m the oanip mote , 
pomp *304 rn'igmhcence^than m Ins refidencc, and 
kvar IS only the fecondary obj<“ft of his thought*; 
and precaution > it is his plealuie that his fubjedl^ 
fhouid aljandon the capital in order to augment bis 
numbers ^ i i r 

The Mogul’s camp is no lefs than twenty Eng- 
l/fh miles in compafs, the length fome ways about 
levcn miles, including the fvirts, in the middle 
wherexchere are regular llreots, the fhops are dif- 
pofed mfuch order, tHar every manh-nows where 
to go directly for ^vha^hc wants , men of quality 
pitch thetr tents ona ground ind at a diftance mark- 
ed by a Sardanan, an officer of hprfe , tradefmep. 
and \jftuallers have a place fet ap rt without the 
preemfls qf chfrMogul s camp No manmuft ap- 
pmach the rqyal quarter nearer than amu/ket fiiOt 
everyway, which is fo-ftri£llj obferved, thatporip 
are admitted butby,qamc j S 

In imitatioq of thdir fbvcreign, and from the 
lame motives of vanity '^nd pUemationr the ieJTer 
princes and vice royg ajfeft tl e fame fplepcfor and 
magnificence in their camj[l?>an-ithenumberof their 
followers JThofe who faw Nazirzing’s camp iq 
i750,afiuteus,thatit exceeded tvv eniy miles'in cir- 
cumference, thc^e vv ere on the fpot 200,000 figh'’- 
ing men, and the followers of the camp amounted 
ta c/a'a,Q,o.'a^yiV» wwj t/iwig maVra 

time m the heart of his own dominions and undif- 
turbed by morauders; was regularly fupplicd from 
all the neighbouring tow ns, \vhiQii by receiving 
V ^ a ready 
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t«a3y money for their providons, were enabled b’ 
pay the arrears of their revenues, fo that tbe 
Mce-roy maintained this amazing mukiiude by tie 
contributions which he ratfed in his march, with* 
out diminilhlng the treafure he always carried with 
bim, and which hlled tw enty tents with gold and 
iilver coin. 

The flrifteft orders are given for all proviGoas 
to be brought into the camp from the w'hole coun* 
try around, by ihefc means the towns and villages 
are exhaufted, but the camp, for the moil part, u 
plentifully fuppUed. 

The forage is procured by men conftantly ent- 
piiyed in cutting turf, andwafhing the roots pfiti 
and this is a more hearty food for a horfe than 
prafs. A fhower of rain produces another crop 
tn a lew days time ; and in cafe of continued dry 
leather, they move their camp to frelh ground. 
1 ney alfo feed their horfes in the rice fields, and 
Where meat xs plenty theyboil the ofrals to rags, and 
ixing It lyith butter and fome forts of gram, make 
a s of It, vih'ch they ihruft down the horfe’s 
roatj jn ofprovifions, theywiye them 

pium, which has the fame elTefl bmh on the 
r es and men, for at once it damps their appe- 
hTr to 'endure fatigue. IH 

Sr ^re naturally foe:.ceedinglf 

IS r?‘ ■fi': manage. 

W regu- 

valr? 'Tu ^^l^sdron of European ca- 

docih PerGan horfes being more gentle and 

thou^’nrt'I and often ^alued at a 

OnSd fi'O- - 


■' As the greatcft'part of the Inflians abflam frotri? 
?U kinds of animal food, rice being their com; 
iVon and almoll only fuflenancc, there U gcncralljr 
a fufficient fupply ot beef for the Mahometan foU 
diery and the imaU proportion of Europeans. In- 
deed their numerous armies, feldom keep the field 
any time, without great lofeby famine, which is 
fcarcely felt, among fuch numbers, rand very liitls 
regarded from any principles of humanity. , The . 
fear of death fo frequent in their armies, does not 
prevent their princes from afremhllng numerous 
forces, with the fame ovcrlight, trufting to chance 
and rcgardlefs of the foldicr’s fubfilbncc and pre- 
fervation. They generally make confidcrable Ioffes 
and fuflain a great damage in men, bcafls, and all 
the implements of w'ar ifi their marches through 
difficult roads and defiles, andinpaffing over great 
rivers, which are not fordable and fwell like tor^ 
rents in the rainy feafon. As vefTcU built of tim- 
ber, cannot be brouglit op againfl the fiream, 
they make large boats of a kind of baiket work, 
which they cover with fkins. They arc very light, 
will carry above fifty horfc, and are capable of 
> tranfporting the hcavieftanilleTy. 

WhlKl the fame wretched government and ab- 
horrence of Innovation ibbtiUs, the Afiatics can 
never be made foldicrs. Beltdes their daftardy 
difpofition, and their dread of fire arms, the inex- 
perience of their leaders, who never underftood 
the advantages of difcipline, and totally nrgleft 
their infantry, is the chief caufe that a, handlul of 
Europeans is an over-match for their dilbrderly 
multitudes. Their cavalry is well paid and kept 
<?n a piorc refpeflatile footing j they are not unwjl- 





iing to engage*wit7i fabres in a-^rmifii^ tbr.the? 
have an invincible averfion to Ibring their’ horfcs 


within the reach of our guns.^ and perhaps'It is oojt 
fo much through fear and pufillammiEjMhat.tltey 
decline an engagement, as for the p'relervatlon of 
their hortes, which are generally the only-fortune 
theyo have.^ an inftance of the-iaffeaion’thcy 
contrad for. an animal fo ferviccahle, Morarpw, 
. the general ofthe Maratias having, >ad his.fivou- 
rite horfe (hot, mourned for Jilni three days, with- 
out his turban. ^ A .,5 ... 

t -The natives who have been dircipUned by-£y- 
formed into a regular ihftntry,* un- 
der ofRcereof their own, generally kntiwn ,by.-th? 
came of fca jiojs, have famibarized thcmfelves.to 
fire arms, and behave r. ell behind walU ; and w hen 
tv c give them ferjeancs to lead them on, j they 

mabeno contemptible Bgurein.the field.. 

v,e 10 their military affairs; 

v 8 '"='-% emeVumed Longft 

tn‘irr ’11 ^ 'ia'relatioft 

th-Ir ' viin confidence , in 

12^°"°’ with that ofiths 

.Si,- mifche. iiinphc.ng 

thev ‘* 7 =''*cce on the Urgeft pieces, which 

-- «' nit'i'-ngn nor move; ihey 

gw- then, pompous end foonaiSo 


rtalia-is rojnoing names, as [he 

w hicii carry u°b.Vuf ‘™'= P’““ 

It.irontan?-, 1 ' f'’'""'!' F”'=ds. When the 

■piee-s a'l ""'t ''g'-' fit'"* 

weigh’s 'tt ir /‘' it 'I™,™ «M tnioos 
c/n^oric ’d1 ^ 

and at .k,. r.„ " ““'s amongR them : 

and atthc f.me.imearOo ill lurncfil-d. thatJ; 

rcjuircs 
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(bme- contlderable time to fj;ee the reft' 
from an} one that Iliali happen to be unruly or 
flam r V 1 ft 

* Iq\\ar\Mth thejAfiatics alone, iheir being fo 
V6ty tenacious of their old manners, gives to the 
t^iirop^ans a ^rcat advantage over tnem,, not oniy 
the l^ripcc bimfelf, but every Raja, who has the 
command of all the forces he can bring into the 
always appears among them mounted -on an , 
el“phant, andi is at once the general and cnfign^ 
orflandard bearer of that corps, who keep their 
eyes conftantly fixed upon him, and if they lofe 
figb? of him for^ moment, conqlude tha? all is loft, 
^hysvo find, Aurengzeb gamed two baa\es by 
the trcachet^ of thofe,; who perfuaded two vie- 
totiopj brother? tp get down trom their elephants, 
mount their horfes, and piirfue the vanquifljcd-s 
tropps miffing them, immediately di^jerfed,. 
The fime practice, contmuedjto this day, ajfords 
our engineers a fair opportunpy 6f deciding the 
fate of a whole detachment} by one well dircdted 
difeharge ot a ftx pounder, (and ihofei enormous 
beaftsj now feem to be brought into the field for 
no other end but to be a marllf for our > artillery. 
They begin to be fcnjibic of [^e danger of this 
pncticcj and it is furpr«ing they did not make 
the fame obfer\ation even before the uft of the ar- 
tillery, their general thus diftm^uifhed, was m 
like manner expofed to the armws of a whole ar- 
m},and yet we a\wa}s find them m the fame peril- 
ous fituation. ,k is reco''dedin ancient hiftory , that 
Porus was pierced with ,nine arrows, and lunlc 
from his clcphini with innumerable wounds Jt is 
not a mere regard for ancient manners that wrU 
, induce 
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in^ude them to continue the fame rtietW, ttie^ 
lobk upon it as a fure expediency of keeping then* 
troops together by this Agnal. When Aurengzc^ 
Jjerceived his army giving way on Cvety fide, he 
ordered chains to be faflened about the legs of hiS 
tiephant, to convince them that he would not give 
the example of flight ; and that thpfe to whom hiJ 
life Was precious, could preferve it by no other 
fheans but fairly rnaintamiog their groundi The 
perfon of the prince was always more expofed a* 
rnong remote and barbarous nations unlkilled in thS 
military fcience. • 

^We.find in the hlftory of Mexico, Montezumi 
i’eptefented as performing no part of a general } 
but only fitting In an exalted ftage on men’s Ihoul- 
cers, andfervingas aconfpicous ftandard to hiS 
troops, 


- As the Indian princes are apprehenfive of thfi 
danger of being thm expofed, they foraetimes a- 
Uil themfelves of the onIj> device that cab afford 
them any fecunty. They order feveral elephants 
caprifon d alike, with riders in the fame rich and 

"'“etmlYar' “ 

tf,etr"?,;I;"o® ''“^'■s in war is 

their (Irict oh- 

Jtll n ’“'^"'P'cinrn daVs, ' which 

^vanFaner f '“‘‘‘"S the moll obvious 
aavantages of /an enemy. 

ofSfcofm"" PmicuUrly fond of all kinds 
nnd offen^jT^’ 1^'’' "umbers of them, 

? J I 'hum before they e,ve battle- if 

mTn " nd'rfnt- ^ 'huy think hi ^ 

omen, and a fofficent rtafon to poftpone the ac^ 
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bn ; on the other hand the accidental fury oF the 
initnal is regarded as a prefage of fuccefs 
The greatefe obfiaclc of-all, to their becoming 
I miiitary people, is that thdfe, who have once 
nd fuch luccefs in the field, as to obtain the name 
aTfortunatfc, are ever afterwards confidered as in- 
vincible j and being unmolefted for a time difband 
their forces to fave the needlefs expence of a {land- 
ing army. For this reafon there are few veterans, and 
their armies confift of raw and unexperienced men, 
haftily brought together from different parts.'^ 
Numbers are but an impediment, and braver)' in- 
effectual, among an undifcipllned multitude. 

Nothwithftanding they have fo feVerely fuffered 
in being furprized m the night by the Eurdpe^ns ; 
they can never be brought to eftablUh either order 
or vrgihnce in their camp j and uhen they have 
4jcted-\\ith us as allies, the mbft earneft remon- 
lirances could never prevail with them to be fufff- 
cicntly upon their guard, wh^n in the neighbour- 
hood of the French, or to quit their ground in 
the morning to co-operate with os in furprizing the 
enemy, 

, At the clofe of the evening, every man eats an 
inconceivable quantity qf rice, and many take 
after this iL'paft lome Lmd of foponlic drugs; fo 
that about midnight the whole army is m a dead 
deep. 'J he conlc-qucnce of thefe habits is obvious, 
yet it would appear a ftrange propofition to an 
valtern n\onarch, to endeavour to perfinde him 
that the fecuritv of In', throne depended upon the 
regulation of the meals of a Common fold'cr, mu'li 
lef. would ho be prc.^lei on to reftrain h- , f 
the life of that opium, v h'ch'is to t - In 
• ' h ~ blood 

fot 
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for laion and an mate his foul uith hernifm , P 
nils the nun 1 of an J uroj tan foldicr at one- t iih 
companion and contempt to fee a heap of thd- 
IHior creatures foltlj animated bj a momentaiy 
intoxication, crowded into a breach, and both la 
incirgaib .ad impotent fur>, rclcmblinsr a mobtf 
irantic Women 

11 cerratnlj an appearance of cFemira y 

'vhtch has at all times greatly 
(L ^ their military character wiifi 

nrcjii-J* nations, who from ihcir habits and 
Ln n"‘ c ‘ '‘l••«ve a llrange imprcf 

mbe’s boJy of horfe m fil^^r cotton 

beMm^a”!') '■"■oomtlnnces, can netn 

ter thev ar people, J et there is no characr 

1"-^ ha^se n? ofo "'«™t . and as 

liav\ been fr government, they 

war with on- ‘"’"’omorial, continually a' 

foam of T 'alk in a very high 

the nod paffion for military glory , and as 

?o.yo?'L“o"r=^’ ■vtVnd="Sh ttpen" 

ata chicfy to be'exaSed'’*^ 
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’ The Mahometan princes have very little inter-* 
oyrfe with other nations, and admit no foreigners' 
otheir courts, unkfs fuch as by any peculiar ta- 
ent may gratify fome preftni fancy. 

. The people of Indoftan have no w ricten laws, the 
king’s judgment binds; who fits and gives fen- 
cence once a week with much patience, both in ci- 
ril and criminal cafes ; fometimes he fees exectiti- 
ans done by his elephants, with an unmanly ’de-' 
light in blood. 

His governors of provinces rule by his firmers, 
which arc letters or commiflions, authorifing them 
to take fife and goods at plcafure. * Before the re- 
volutions of the Mogul Empire in this century, the 
revenues of the fovereign exceeded either I'urk or 
Perfian, or any eaftern prince ; all the lands of Iil<f 
dominions are his. He maintains all hlsfu’bjedts 
that are not mechanics, by revenues bellowed' on 
them reclvoned by horfofi; and the allowance of 
many is greater than the cllates of German princes. 
All men rife to titles and eftates as they advance 
in favour, which is got by frequent prefents, rich 
and rare. The Mogul U heir to all that die to 
the fons of thofe who die worth two or three milli- 
ons, he gives fome fmalllor^iniip to begin the world 
anew. The king fees regubrly at noon his elephants 
fight; from four to five he entertain? all comers, to 
be feen and worfhipped by them ; from nine till 
midnight he revels tamiliarly among his favourites. 

V The king has no council, but every officer gives 
'His opinion apart He is ftaiely ’by habit and 
cuftom. The buildings of the chief citiei. are con- 
temptible, of mud, one iloty high. The royal 
' places are buik of (lone; handfome and uniform; 

I the 
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gra-dccs lu e in tents, or houfcs w orfe than our 
cottages. 

The kng on his bir h day is weighed aganf 
fome jewels, gold, fjlver, rich (luffs, filks, butte;, 
nee, Jruic, &c of e\ery fort a littl?, which is 
gisen »o the pricft or bramins 

The king’s elephants have their chains, beU, 
and furiiture of goU andliiNer, with many £Ik 
banners and flags earned about them 

Thefi'ft Europ“an fettlers in India were obliged 
for the intereft of their commerce, in a fcrvile 
manner to carry their prefentsano paj their homage 
To trofe petty chiefs, whom the y do not 3C prefc"t 
oeignto admit to their Durbar, except when fome 
panicuhr intercft requires it. This change has 
bappen-d w ithin thefe thirty )ears It is not long 
Jince die nabob of Arco% nconliderable as he JS 
in regard to the Suba of Deckan, being but a 
aarmcr of hb revenue, behaved to the Europeans 
2 s a fovereign to his fub^edU His letters to the 
pvernors and prefidents of fadtones ran iifa 
nrain of authority opprobnous to civilized nations 
1 h-uroptans never appeared before h-m, but 
asliippliarts, carrying prefent^ which he contnu 
Tin ihem. If anv even of his n 

™r , fhcers cnm= to^ ards Madrafs or fort St 
^ aiions were fent out to meet 

^em u iih tn<. grc„»efl: marl s of refpef- The ut 
n rants ^^liecofgmng offeree to thofe p-tt 

unreufihp ^ DeJ an to condefeend to 

& c-V , , ■" "'""f “f ■>'= companv . 

t S, 1 -t a t!i rg unheard of, nrd not to bs tr. 
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J3c£lcd. W’lien "Nizamal Mulk, came into tlie prCJ-r ' 
vtncc of A.rcot» to retake TrinchinOpoly from 

Marattas, the European nations Itrove who 
tliould give him t!ie ftrongcft mark of their fub- 
miffion, and omiyed no means of gaining his fa- ^ 
vour ; yet he deigned not to write to arvy of the 
governors who reprefented the Europeans, and 
hardly honoured with a look the rich prefents, laid ' 
With all imagtnafate refpedat his feet, as a token 
of their homage and dependence. The bounds of 
the company’s eliabli/hments could not be pafled 
without fubmiffion and prefents, to obtain leave 
from the farmers of the revenue. Very few Eur 
ropeans till very lately have been acquainted 
with the interior parts of the country ; feme of 
the company’s feevants, from their intimate and fa- 
^niliar mtercourle with the governing people in 
Bengal, have had all the advantages of information; 
when they were at Patw, they had conftant^advi- 
ces from Drill. 

It is proper to ptefent the reader, with a 
view of the outlines of the different tribes and 
nations of Indoftan. 

' TheMal'ommcdans, who are called Moors of 
Indoftan, are computed , to be about ten milli- 
on ; and the Indians, of the Mogul empire and 
the two Peninfubs, about an hundred mil- 
lion. Above half the empire Is fubjeft to Ra- 
jahs, or Kings, v.ho derive" the\r dcfceni from the 
Xiid princes of India, and exercife all rights of 
fovercignty, only paying tribute to the Crept 
Mogul, and obterviog the treaties by which their 
anceftors recognized his fuperiority. In pikr 
fcfpcils, the government of Indoilan, is fuKf 
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xmCs ch-^cUs upon th* o\ergro\ ing greatnef? of 
any fubjcct , but as all prc\ entions of that kind 
depend upon th* admtmftraiion, the indolencej 
and birbant} ot the Moguls or Emperors, and 
their Great Vice ro)s have rendered them fruit- 
Ids 


The original inhabitants of Inaia are cal’“d 
Gcnioos, They pretend that Brama, who vas 
ih'ir legiflators both in politics and rel gioa, 
'vas irfcnor only to God, and that h“ exif'el 
many thoufand ^cars before our account of the 
creation This Brama, probably was forre 
^reat Gentoo \ hofe beneficence like that of the 
pagan legi aio s, led his people and the r pof- 
te its to pa) lun dinn- hocou s. The Gentoo 
pnclls, elite I Bramins, pretend thet he b- 
qu itl ccl to tl em a book called the \i fam con- 
taining ! ,s doctrines and mfiitutions. ind that 
though the 0 tgtnal is loft,.they ire ftUl pofTef-d 

jt hich IS suit Cl n a dead Knguage called the fan- 
J nr, and knoun oV) to the Bramins, whoftydy 
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TIio nccefiJcy of inculcating this fubitmc, Wf 
fctherwife complicated doj^rine, into the lower 
ranks, induced the Bramins who are by no means 
tinanimous in their tenets, to have recourfe to 
fenfibltf reprefentations of the Deity and his at- 
tributes ; lo that the original doftrincs of Brama^ 
have degenerated 'into rank, abfurd idolatry in the 
ttcrlhp of the moft hideous figures, either delineate 
cd or carved, and the belief of an Omnipotent Be- 
ing is now almoft loll among the Gentoos. 

The Bramins have a great fvvay over* the vul-* 
gar, and artfully make fupernition and creduli- 
ty fuhfcrvient to their pride and ambition. Co-» 
loncl Laurence in a letter to the Governor oC 
Fort St. George, mentioned a ficknels, which pre- 
%’ailed among the black people attending the 
camp, which had been owing partly to the Isafoci 
of the year, and in fome mcafure to bad water- 
“ A Bramln, added ho, -moft probably employ- 
ed by the enemy came into our camp, and by 
pretending infpitatlon^ he got at hand about 
him a 'Crowd of Malabar people. Thefe he 
threatened with the vengeance of their Gods 
“ if they followed the camp, and vty^y artfully 
“ infinuated, that the prelcnt reigning ficknclS 
amongft them, was a punKhment infiidted on 
“ them, by their God, who w'as offended at 
their remaining with the En^Uh. Upon this 
“ they all departed. Thefe are the blacks 
** who are hired to carry the baggage, and fome- 
times to draw the guns. ' 

The Indians are particularly diClinguilhed from 
the relt of mankind by their divlfion into trtbe%, 
the four principal of which are the Bramins, 
^ fol- 
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foldlers, farmers and ;nechamcs ; theie are aesia 


luiuicrs, jdruicri. ana ;necnamcs ; tneie are again 
fubdivlded into a multiplicity of inferior dlftinc- 
tions. Though the Bramtns ufe commonly theit 
power over the minds of the people to very bad 
purpofes, fome of them are moral and innocent; 
but in general they are a dcfigning, degenerate 
fet of men ; they agree in thole truths, which 
form the harmony of the univerfe, that there is 
a Supreme Being, and that he is pleafed by charity 
and good works. 

• The foldlers are commonly called Rajsh pools, 

from Rajahs, and refide 
chiefly^ in the northern provinces. They are ge- 
neraUy more fair compkxioned than the people 
-TL provinces, who are quite black. 

* Thefe Rajah poots are a robuft, brave, felch- 
luijpeople, and enter into the fervice of thofe who 
wll pay them •. but when their leader falls in bal- 

'hat their etigagements to him are 
fimibed, and they run off the field without any 
Itain upon their reputation. 

'=]’ 9 '‘''ers arc the farmers and all who arS 
co^eraed m the cultivation of lands. 

ofTlI bankers, traders 

natfL ■ " dwlded into many fubordi- 

forbM Mr. Scrafion, are 

on/ofaLr" <1>= faraeveffe! with 

.hlrfo tai^b'',i4M'7^^“d ‘bey are 
res. the refuvo ^ ‘be Haljodn-- 

’ and out caff of the other tribes. 

dif* 
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t^ifavowecl and detefled by them all. This dlvifi-i 
5n IS attended with infinite inconvertiencles, foi* 
i:itcepting the Rajah Foots, no Gentoo thinks of 
ieiending himfelf, in cafe of inrafions, which 
«vhen made from the fea have been generally fuc- 
delsful. The fame divifion, however, has notwith-* 
(landing all the cohvulfions of tllcir government, 
and all their oppreffions under the Mahometans, 
preferved their manufadiires amongftthem, which 
while the fon can follow no other trade than that 
of his father, can never be loft but by extcrmlnau 
ing the people. ' 

' Difterenc kinds of food arO aftignej to differenC 
tribes. The BraminS touch nothing that has life, 
the fpldifirs are permitted to eat venifon, mutton 
and fifh \ the labourers ahd merchants live differ* 
cntly, according to their fex and profeftions, fome 
of them being ^allowed to cat Rlh, but none of 
them animal food. » , 

The* practice of women burning thtmfelves, up- 
on the death of their hufbands, is now dtfiifed all 
over Indoftan ; and the Gentoos in general chufd 
death by famine rathet than pollute themfelves by 
eating a forbiddeu food, though they begin now 
in relax tn the practice of their rehgious duties. 
The Gentoos are as careful of the cultiVatioh of 
their lands, their pUbhc works and conveniencieS 
as the Chlnefe ♦, and ^here fcarcely is an inftance 
of a robbery inall Indoftan, though the diamond- 
merchants travel without defenftve weapons. 

1 he temples or pagodas of the Gentoos, are 
ftupendous but irregular ftone building?, erected 
m every capital, and under the tuition of the Bra- 
tnins, if they are mafters of any uncommon arc or 
S ' fcl- 
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fcjcndc, Ulcv tJrn it lo the ptrpo'c of profit frcn 
their ignonnt \ourics Sonr* of them know ho? 
to cnlculitc echpfcsj andjudicnl aftrolosj Isti 
prevalent atnongil tl cm, that half the) car is uUt 
op tMth unlock) <h\s, the head allrologcr bcin^ 
alwijs confultcd in iher councils I he Mahomt 
tans Itlvcvufc encourage thofe fuperftttions, arJ 
look upon all the fnuts of the Gentoo mdufir) -i 
belonging to thcmfcKcs Thoogh the Gcniccs 
ere entirely pafiive on ler all their opprefiions, ard 
b) their ftaii, of crillcncc, the pnclicc of that 
religion and the ftintmcfs of their food, have ro 
thing of that rcftniment m their nature ^vhlch am* 
mates the reft of minkmd, )ci thej are fufccpiib’s 
of avarice, and fometimcs bur) their monc) , 
rather than difco' cr it, pm thcmfclvcs to death hf 
Jioifon or otherwife 1 his practice w bich it rcerrJ 
« not uncommon, nccounu for the vaftfcarcit) cf 
ftlver that till of late prcwilcd in Indoftan Th* 
reafons above nKniioned nccount likeuifefor their 
being free of all thefe pafhon', particularly that of 
love, and fcnfations that render the reft of mank* 
>md either happy or milerab’e Their perpetual 
ufe of rice, their chief food, gives them but Ittle 
Jioiiriftiment , and thcir^marr) ingcarly, the mab* 
befdre fourteen, and their women at tin or eleven 
)earsofage, keeps them low and feeble in their 
perfons A man is m the decline of life at ihitt), 
and the beauty of m omen at eighteen , but at twen 
ty five they have all the marks of old aoe ^Ve 
are not therefore to wonder at their be?ng foon 
Itrangers to all perfbnal exertion and vigour of 
mind , and it is with them a frequent favine, that 
It IS better to fit than walk, to he down than to 

fit 
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Rt, to neep than wake, and death is the bejt of 
all. 

,The Mahometans, who h Indoftan are called. 
Moors, are of Perfian, Turlulh, Arabic and other 
extractions. They early began, in the reigns of 
the Califs of Bagdad to invade Indoltan. They pe- 
netrated as far as Delli, which they made their 
capital ; they fettled colonies in levcral places, 
whofe defeendants are now called Pyiars ; but their 
empire was overthrown by Tamerlane, who found- 
ed the Mogul government, which Bill fobhfts, 
Thofe princes being ftriCt Mahometans, received 
under their protection all who profefied the fame 
religion, and who being a brave aClivc people, 
counterbalanced the numbers of the natives. They 
are faid to have introduced the divifjon of provin- 
ces, over which they appointed Soubahs; and thofe 
provinces, each of which might be ftyled a great 
empire, were fubdivided into nabobfhips, each na- 
bob being immediately accountable to hisSoubah, 
who in procefs of time became almoft indepen- 
dent on the emperor or the great Mogul, upon 
their paying him an annual tribute. The vaft rc- 
forts of Perfian and Tartar tribes, have likewifo. 


ftrengthened the Mahometan government ; but 
it is obfervable, that in* two or three genera- 
tions, the progeny of all thefe adventurers, who 
though they bring nothing wdth them but their 
horfes and their fwords, degenerate into all eaft- 
ern indolence and fenfuality. They are void of 
every principle, even of their religion. 

Of all thefe tribes, the Marattas at prefent 
make the greateft figure. They arc a kind of 
mercenaries, who live on the mountains between 


In* 
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Tndoflsn r.nd Pcrfia. They commonly fcrve cn 
horfcback, and when well commanded, they har: 
been known to give law even to the court cf 
Delhi. ^ 

Though they arc generally Gentoa?, yet they arc 
of a bold, aftive fpint, and pay no great refped 
to the principles of their own religion. 

As the people of Indollan arc governed by 
no written laws, their courts of jurtice are dh 
rected by precedents. The Mahometan inllltuteJ 
prevail only m their great towns and their neigk* 
bourhood. The rent and taxes of all the lanJ* 
polders, are immutably fixed m the public books 
of each diftriiit The Imperial demefne lands 
are ihofe of the Great Kajah families, , which 
;o famerlanc and hts ibcccflbrs. Certain 
lands, and 

nnA crown on the great lordr 

and Omnhs, and upon,thcir death revert to the 

of^hor ? fubaituenis even 

ofthofe lands arc indcfcafiblc. 

our fubnilcdwith. 

eiL feniblancc of virtue amon^ iii 

TOs attvnd'H V Shah, which 
penal authn 'r ^ tiiminution of the im- 

ca^e abf “■= “"d Nabobs bee 

•hey coS „ K°'-=»»n=ntP I hough 

P=«y. V “ Tv '■■‘"^n.emal law> of pm; 

garea ?he ' oL I""' '^bich be, 

lupport theS „o„er°ro'‘rt 

a few jeare ag^ "fir brif 'b' P'“P'= 

“b , alter bezag unmercifully plum 

derud 
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dcrcd by collcftors and tax makers, -were leftaq 
pcrifh through ^vant. To fura up the mifcry of the 
inhabitants, ihofe Soubahs and Nabobs, and other 
tJlahometan governors, employ the bramins and 
the Gentoos themfelvcs as the miniflers of their ra- 
pacloufnefs and cruelty. Thfc face of Indoftan Is 
entirely changed fince the invafion of Kouli Kan; 
the government properly confifts of a republic of 
fovereigns, who endeavour to fupport their ty- 
ranny and oppreffion, by a military force, which 
fheir dominions, rich , and fertile as they are, can 
fcarcely maintain. As private aflaflinations 3nd 
pther murders are here committed with impuni- 
ty, the people who know that they can be xri 
no worfe ftate, concern themfelvcs very JinJem 
the revolutions of government. To the above 
caufes are ouing the late and prefent fqcccfles 
pf the EnglKh in Indoftan j and it is their 
intereft to bring as foon at poflible, that go- 
yernmcnc back to its firft principles, under the 
family of Tamerlane. Indeed moft of the laft 
ferritorial acquifitions of the Eaft India com- 
pany have been gained from ufurpers and rob- 
bers. And their poflefilon of them though "gu- 
arantied by the prefent Emperor, might after- 
wards be difputcd by fomc fuccefsful invader. 

• In order to know the origin of the late revolution^ 
at the court of Delli,whIch*theEaftlndia company’s 
fervants, notwithftanding their long refidence 
in Indoftan have rclatecT fb differently, ue muff 
deduce the diver? pretenfions of the fucceffbrs cf 
Tapiedane, founded on conqueft orconfenguinity. 
It is certain that this prince made a deepTmprei- 
fjon upon this count^^ and that the prefent em- 

peior 



t ' 3 ® 1 

j>eror pretends to reign in his right. His imme-' 
diate defeendants were magnificent and defpotic 
princes, who committed a capital error in conv 
mittmg their provinces to rapacious governors, or 
to their own fons, by which their empire was 
tniferably torn in pieces. At length the famdhs 
Arengzebe, though the youngefl. among many fons 
of the reigning emperor, after defeating or mur- 
dering all his brethren, mounted the throne of 
3 ndoUan in the year 1667; and may be confidered 
as the real founder and legifiator of the em- 
pire ; he was a great and a politic prince, and the 
firft who extended his dominions, though it was * 
little better than nominal over the Peninfula, 
within the Ganges, which is at prefenr fo^wcll 
isnown to the Enghfh. He lived fo late as the 
year 1707, and fome of hU great officers of ftate 

were alive twenty years ago. Avrcnc^ebe*, like 

hispredecefibrs, feemed to have left too 'much 
power to the governors oV his difiant provinces^ 
and to hap neglcfted to p--event the cfTefts of that 
dreadful defpotifm, which while in his hands pre- 
feryed the trancjuility of his empire, but when U 
delcended to his weak, indolent luccefTors, occafi- 
oned Its overthrow. 

In 1713 four of his gVandfons difputed the em- 

took the name ofjehandar 
pnnp was a flave to his pkafures, 
and was goverpd by Ms miftrefs fo abfolutely that 
^ counfellors confptred againft 

v ho^ntvf^t^° nephews, 

v'hnk nl' head. The new emperor 

V'hofe name was Turrukhfir, was governed aSd at 

laft 
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aft enflaved by two brothers of the name of Seyd/ 
,vho abufcd his power fo grofsly/that being afraid 
apunifli them publicly, he ordered them both 
0 be privaiety affaflanaicd. They ^ICcoveicd his 
intention and dethroned the emperor, in whofe 
place they raifed a grandfon of Aurengzebe,by his 
daughter, a youth of feventecn years of age, after 
imprifoning and ftrangling Turrukhfir. The 
young emperor proved difagreeable to the brothers, 
and being foon poifoned, they raifed to the throne 
tis cider brother who took the title of Shaw Jehanj 
The rajahs of Indoftan, whofe anceflors had enter- 
ed into ftipulatlons, which may be called 

when they admitted the Mogul family, 
tooR the field agalnft the two brothers, but the lat- 
ter were viftorious, and Shaw Jehan was put in 
tranquil poficfTion. of the empire. He died la 
1719, and was fucceeded by another prince of thtf 
Mogul race, who took the name of Mahommed 
Shaw, and entered into privaie mcafures with his 

§ rear rajahs for dertroying the Seyds, who Were 
eclared enemies to Nizam al Muluck, one of 
jfliurengzeb’s favourite generajs. Nizam, it is faid 
was privately encouraged by the emperor to de- 
clare himfelf againft the brothers, and to proclaim 
himfelf Soubah of X)ecaD* which belonged to one 
bf ihc Seyds, who was afiaflinaicd by the emperor’s 
order, who immediately advanced to Delli, to de- 
ftroy the other brother ; but He no fooner under- 
flood what had happened, than he proclalmeJ the 
fultan Ibrahim, another of the Mogul princes, 
emperor, A battle enfued in 1720, in which 
Maliommed Shaw, was vidlorious, and is fald to 
have ufed his conqueft wUh great moderation, foe 

. he 
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lie remitted Ibrahim to the prifon from whericc Kf 
had been taken j and Scyd being likcwifc a pn^ 
ftncr» was condemned to perpetual confinement, 
but the emperor took pofieflion of his vaft riches. 
Seyd did no: long furvive his confinement, and 
Upon his death, the emperor abandoned himfelf to 
the fame courfe of plcafurcs that had been fo fad 
to his predece^ors. As to Nizam he became noTt 
tne great imperial general, and was often cmploj* 
t Marattas, whom he defeated when 

they had almoft made themfelvcs mafters of Agrt 
and Dcllt. He was confirmed in his foubahfhip . 
ot Decan, and was confidcred as the firft fubjeft 
tn the empire. Authors, however, are divided as 
to his motives fot inviting Kouli Khan, the Perfiaii 
conqueror to invade lotToftan. ’It is thought that 
l?m of’ “fong party forretd againll 

..m at court Thu fuccefs ?4’a5ir Shaw is tvdl 
Knot™, and the immcnfe treafuie which he carried 
f om Indoftan in 1739 ; fomc iccounts ftrongly 
authenticated, make it amount to the incredibli 
^ >'“"dred and thirty.one milhohs fteriing.' 

timp* TU ^^0 London Gazette of thofc 
times. The moll moderate fay that Nadir’s own 
;°h<><lerably ahove ferenty 
Motl m treaforcs he obliged the 

2 • 'I “s'’™ «''= '“otit to the 

ioe the ^ ’O'f ^yod, comprehend- 

Kibul and Gagnat 

the "Olt end populous principalities, 

Gentoos tun k j V , mvafion coil this 
A ° J^undred thoufand lives; It mav bd 
conndeted as putting a period to the of 

' xhs 
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t\ie Mogul empire in tlie houle of 'fametlarttf. 
Upon ihe retreat of Nadir Shaw, who left the cifl- 
^‘ror in pofleffion of Hi dignity, the Paeans in- 
vaded ins dominions \ and fo treacherous were the 
emperor’s generals and mmifters that none of there 
would head an armyjagainft them, till the emjpe- 
toPs fon, a youth of eighteen years pf agej brave- 
ly undertook the command, puhilhed the confpi- 
tacy that had been formed a^infl: his father, and 
compieatly defeated the invaders. During this 
campaign the emperor was ftrangled by his vizier, 
.but by a courfe of well afted diHimulation, the 
young emp“erorj who was called Shaw Amet, found 
means to put the confpirators to death, but foon 
after was depofed and fucceeded by AllUm Geer, 
this change was occafioned by the' following evencf 
in i754j the Mogul fent '^haw ,Abaden Cawh, 
the fon of Ganzedy Cawn, who had been appoint- 
ed by the Mogul prince \)F^the Decin* and chlct 
BucQiee, or treafurct of the empire, at the head of 
po,ooohorfc, to fupptefs an irruption of thb Kafh 
Pools, v» ho arc reckoned the beft foidiers in Indof- 
Un. In this expedition he fucccededj bu^ on his 
return to DeUi, an uncle of his laUng the advan- 
tage of hi* abfcncc, perfuaded the Mogul that he 
had aUvajs been his enemy, and Intended malting 
ufc of his army to dethrone himj the ‘Mogul was 
the eaPjcr perfuaded, as the BucHiec nad obtained 
*the poll he enjoyed, more through power than fa- 
vour, and had even fpohe freely of the Mogul’s dif- 
folute way of hfe, which was generally fpent in 
debauchery ; it was therefore agreed, tliat Shaw 
Abaden Cawn fooulcl be put to death, but as th^ 
rightl} Judged it could noc''be done openly, the 
T fob 
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following fchcmc was laid for the execution 0/ 
tJifcir defign. 

The Mogul went to Delli, at the head pf 
25,000 horfe, in order, as he faid, todohonout 
to ShawAbaden Cawn, and rcwatd him for hb 
fcrvices. The Bucfliee having intelligence of ill 
that parted, came readily to meet the Mogul} 
but brought with him 30,000 Marattas, who h 
£afe of any attempt were to proteifl him. Tfc 
Mogul’s party hearing that fuch precautions wers 
taben, not laiowmg what might be the confe* 
rjuence, arid afraid to oflend a man fo power- 
fully fupported, dilbanded and returned to DclIi,* 
liaving their Sovereign almoft without attendants! 
who therefore immediately followed his troops.* 
Whether Shaw Abaden Ca\vn thought this a fa- 
vourable opportunity to dethrone a man who w si 
a fcandal to the dignity of the throne ; or whe- 
ther it was the refult of^ a premeditated deCgRi 
he followed^ the Mogul, entered !Delli and went 
immediately to the palace ; 'where, after mak- 
ing his obelfance, and fitting down a little 
\vhile at the durbar or council chamber with 
the Mogul, he ordered his people to felze oii 
and imprifon him ; he then afTembled the Om- 
.rahs, placed on the throne Allum Geer, a rear 
relation to the late Mogul. The depofed prince 
^according to the cruel policy of their eoverrl- 
ment was immediately deprived of his fight. 
th fi ft counfcllors, are men of 

.the firft dignity and fermly in the Empire. They 
7"'“’ concerned 

■Sonl! rt, “<■ Ante and com- 

monly their mtcreft ekfls and depofes the Mogul. 

- .• * Jn 
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In the beginning "of the year 1757* -Aphmsi 
Abdalla, the Parana chief, marched to Delli, anci 
took Allum Geer and all the Omrahs prifon- 

After having kept pofieffion of the capital for 
Tome time, he at length, on the fixth of June, 
fenc for the Mogul to his tent, where he re- 
ceived him with great honour, and replaced him 
on the throne, having firft fecured to himfelf 
as large ireafure as could be expedled from the 
low hate of the finances of the empire. He 
then proceeded to Agra, and feizmg the revenues 
of that diftridl mareHcd to Lahore, from whence, 
he iflued his orders to all the neighbouring na-, 
bobs and rajahs, that they fhoold acknowledge 
themfelves in lubjeilion to his fon Timur, whom 
he then proclaimed Ung of Lahore. Having 
thus inverted his Ton with the dominion of a 
country, from whence he propofed he fhould 
alfo fuperintend the affairs of Indoftan, he re-, 
turned to his own country, recommending toTi- 
jnur to treat the Mogul with continued marks of 
regard and friendfhip. 

Shaw Abadm Cawn, the forjof Gauzedy Cawn, 
and. confequenily the true Vicproy of the Decan, 
chofe rather to have his* right lo be ufurped by 
Salabat Zing, than relinquiffi the office of Vi- 
xier, which gave him fo great an afcendency 
over the Mogul, and confequenily an unbounded 
power in ihe empire But as the authority of 
thefe eaftern minifters are precarious, the fons 
of ihe Empero'r became daily mqre formidable 
ro the Vizier and created him continual trouble" 
find jcaioufy, At length, towards the end of 

year 
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year *759' himfclf from all follcitialj 

of that kind, hn rcfolred on the murder oflii 
mailer, m order that he might place in Hi 
(lead a more connderaUe teptefemative of i^t 
royal family who fhouU he left refpcilable U 
himlclf, and not fo formidable by the fupron 
o IS children and other relations. As ihcf: 

Great obflaclcs to the ambition cf 
me Via, or. they were no lefs to the executira 
of his prefent defign. Therefore, to remove 
f "P"’*' *"0 propofed a honlirg 
match and took with him tfe Ibr.s of the Mojof 

diPinr' Pv'tods >0 a grcsl 

fuoeShh,, PaPpicions of the Mogul ard the 
thev ate te of the Moors. « ho though 

ca7 never " 1 "“" ""y P'P'* of ''‘"A 

xeittn in the e*’'’S“S*'‘ *0 niurdcr their fove- 
"?wilt,i own palace. They 

except f fe<^ 0 '°*^ ‘ioienable character. 

'S if tty^r;;,"'' '>«5"rs in the 

it is'* that o/hnf n 1 '^ appearance of a virtue, 
are drinking with*” and' ■^"''.5'“ "’'"I'' 'f'? 
"■ill. ftab him to the hearr^"""® ’ 

Allum Geer had 

Falters'^ ■i'hJ .rLT""'"; "ofcaoflhe 

liody of ihele ;”o-r^I^r numerous 

owing 10 if,, on* * infolcnt beggars, is 

"Mu! , p'r n^irVel "'rsordinary^lnait;-, 
formane’e of c°uS' pf V ">0 f'' 

At this time . Sjl’arandfanialticaivow'. 

'* a Fakeer, who every day, 
rolls 
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roll* himfeif round the rock at Trichinopoly, 
TV hich is a mile in circumference. 

‘ The vizier was fcnfible that unlefs the emperor 
could be prevailed on, by a motive of devotion^ 
to come from under his roof, no other inducemenc 
could evet engage him to abandon what he would 
confider as his only proceftion in the abfcnce of 
his friends. livery thing being concerted accord- 
ingly, before the departure of 6haw Abadin Cawn, 
the creatures of that minifter came to the Mogul, 
ind informed him ‘that a Fakeer of moft eminent 
faniluy was in the garden, and though it was with 
great reluftance that the emperor vreldcd to the 
didlates of his zeal, he was at length by their per- 
fuafions, prevailed on to go out and meet this holy" 
perfon, whom lie had long expreffed a defire to 
fee. He had not advanced irtany fteps in the gar- 
deii, when two Moots la the habit of Fakeers came 
firddenly behind him, pot atioofe about his neck, 
gnd then ftabbed him 'whh fpears till he died on 
the fpor. ' 

As fdop as the vizier was informed of thd 
death of his mgfter, he immediately confined the 
fons and all the friends of AUum Geer, who were 
fhen with him and placing on the throne one of the 
royal family, whom the thought the moft conve- 
nient for hispurpofes, went himfeif directly to 
join an arm) of Maratias, who were waiting for 
Vim about thirty miles from Delli 

It was not long before the Pattans equally dif- 
pleafed with the vizier fot his condudt, and the 
Marauas for intetfcrmg in the government of 
Dclli , marched a confidcrablc force againft them, 
^nd com ng u|) with them at a place called Pamput, 

near 
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rear a hundred miles from Delli, the^ iiU-d t:; 
Maratta general, and put the army to figK, 
^hch retreated till they were joined by aroihs 
body of their o«n troop, they were purfucS b; 
the Paians and routed again m another ergagt' 
ment. 

Ahamed Abdalla, then entered Dplli, and plara 
his fon 1 imur, king of Lahore upon the throat, 
and orders were ifiued out to all the rajahs and p' 
■vernorsm the neighbourhood to exert ihrir utmol 
endea\ojrs to prevent theMarattas from approad; 
ing the city. This flipper)* throne occupied tj 
the degenerate progeny of Aureogzebe, or u 
cauito«s and debauched uforpers, who molh of ’ 
pe'ifhcd by the villainous atu of ihjir tn’mifi 
and favcuntc«, (hews that the Mogub are at u 
lime httle bener than oflcofible fovercigni, 
pompojs and empty titles, whiKV their vicc*ro; 
and omrahs afumc to thcTifch es an uncontrou! 
authority. We thall mention in the conunuitl 
of this work, tie fubfequent revolutions, wh> 
have at Uft obliged this proud and luxurc 
ironarch to apply loihc EalV India company i 
P’o’cfilcn, wIjo.c intcreft it is to fupport him, 
his authoriiy is the bcfi legal guarantee of ih 
L'tl.mcntf, 
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genemUy blow for , months from rfid 

bbuth', and fij< from the„ north. ' April', May' 
agd'the beginning of June, arc yxceffif''ely hoc, 
but refreflicd by breezes, and in fome dryfea- 
fons the hurricanes which teat up the fartdsanri 
let them fall in dry fhoners, are excelTivtly ,dif- 
agreeable. ^ j - . 

To what I have faid of their rchgwn^'and. 
fe£ls, I have only to add, that the“Fa^'-eers >vho 
are a krnd of mahometan mendicants and many 
of them impoftors are computed to Ije i eight 
liundred thoufand. Anotber fet of beggars, are 
the Joghis, who are ^idolaters and fuppofed^t^ 
"be twelve millions in number, but all jof them 
.Vagabonds, and laiy Impoftors, who livc'^by .a-; 
inufing the credulous Gentoos with foolifti fic- 
tions. The Banians, who ore fo ca'lled from their 
effected innocence of hfe, ferve as brokers and 
jprofefs in'part the Gentoo religion . T 

The Parfes oflndoftan, arc originally the GaursJ 
\vho ^ere banilhed out ofPerfia, by Shah Abbas , 
they are a moft induferiows people, particularly m 
weaving and architecture of every kind. They 
pretend to be poifefledof the works of Zoroafter, 
.and called thcmfclves the difciples and fuccelTbrs 
tif the ancient Magi. 5ome learned Europeans 
think the book they are In polTeffion of contain 
tnany particulars that would throw lights upon 
the ancient hiftory, both facred and profane. 
This opinion is countenanced by the few par- 
cels of thofe books which have "been pubhflied, 
others are of opinion, that the whole is a modern, 
iropofture, founded upon facred traditions and 
■profane hiftones. It is certain, that the Magi 
« -Uj 



£ Hi 1 

TBe Mahometan mcichaffts of the W'eftern path 
bf ibis emphe carry on a confiderable trade \vicH 
Mecca m Arabia, This trade is carried onj in a 
particular fpecies of veflels called junlcs, the Jarg- 
cft of ivhieh befides their cargoes, will carry fe- 
vcntccn hundred Mahometan pilgrims to vifit the 
tomb of their prophet. At Mecca they meet with 
Abyllinian, Egyptian, and other traders, to whom 
they difpofc of their cargoes for gold and filver, fo 
that a mahoriietan junk returning from this voyage 
is often worth ^00,000 h In all handicraft trades 
that the people of Indoftan undeiHand, they are 
more indaftnous and better workmen than, the 
Europeans j in weaving, fewing, embroidering, 
and lome ocher nianuf^SurcS, die Indians do as 
much work with their feet as the European's. 
Their paindng, though' they are ignorant of draw-, 
ing, is imaaingly vivid in its colours. The finc- 
riMs of their linen, and il^eir fillagree work in gold 
and fiU’er, are be) ond any thing of this kind to 
be found in other parts of the world. 

It Is more than probable that the^gj'ptians, the 
nation from which the Greeks and Romans drew 
the fine arcs, owed them to the Bramins and the 
Gentoos. The names however of the legiflators 
and learned men, who difil*minated the arts of ci- 
yilhation among the Indians, are obfeured by 
impenetrable cli'uds of aUegory. Still the empire 
of (ndoftan contains men 'of the moft unfpotted 
Jives and profound knowledge of all the original 
Eramin th.-ology, morality, and cuilconftuuuons. 
Such men are hard to be dilcovered, but when 
pccefiible, they are modeft and communicative in 
all branches of their learning, but thofc in which 
bJ [hey 
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ttfcy are enjoined an inviolable fccret; and V.J 
have fome well altered inftances, where they have 
fuffered death rather than betray their fecrctj, 
which are hereditary in their families. 

* The language of the court of Delli is Perfian. 
Since the late revolutions, fcveral provinces have 
beeh dlfmembered from that empire. The principal 
provinces fubjeft to the Mogul’s dominion are,Gu- 
jcarat a maritime province on the gulph of Cambaya, 
and one of the fineft in India, but inhabited by a 
fierce rapacious peopIe.lt is faid to contain thirty-five 
cities ^ Amadabad is the capital of the province# 
which is faid to vie in wealth with the ricKeft towns 
in Europe. There and at Surat forty leagues dif- 
tant the Englifh have fiourilhing faftories, 

' The province of Agra, is the largeft in all In- 
doftan, containing forty large towns, and three 
hundred and forty villages. Agra is the greaicft 
caftle the largeft fortification in all 
the Indies. The Dutch have a fadlory there. 

The city of Delli, the capital of that province 
and of all Indoftan, is a fine, populous and 
city. The imperial palace more extenfive than 
irately and commodious; is furnifhed with the ufual 
magnificence of the eaftj us ftables formerly con- 
tained twelve thoufand horfes, brouf»hf from Are- 
bia, Perfia, and Tattary, and five“hundred el^f 
phants. \Vhen the forage is burnt up by the head 
ot the feafon, as is often the cafe, thefe horfes arc 
Jecl in the morning with bread, butter and fugar, 
pare^ with rice-milk, properly pre- 

Tam the capital of Sind, is a large city ; the 
rhsne which happened tirere in .eL, mried 
' ■ off 
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{T above eighty thoufand of its manufa£iurcrs In 
ilk and*coiton. Ic is -ftill famous for the manu- ' 
afhirc of palanquins, a bcd/fopponed bya ivood- 
:n or ivory frame of fix feet long, and near three 
‘eet broad, fattened at eavh end with crofs fticks 
to a bamboo’ fift^n,’feet‘ long, which forms aa 
arch over the palanquin, and is covered with a. 
canopy of cloth lined with filk, and ttiffened with 
ribs of the coconut-trcc. The Europeans as wcU 
as natives, all over India repofe on chofe canopied 
couches when they appear abroad. They arc car- 
ried by four men, who v/ill trot along, -morning 
and evening, forty miles a day, ten being ufually 
hired, who carry the palanquin by turns, four ac 
a time. 'I'hougha palanquin K dear ac firft cott, 
yet the potters may be hired for ten fiiiUings a 
month each, out of which they maintiin them- 
felves. The Indus atTatta, is about a mile broad 
.and famous for its fine c^rp. ^ • 

Though the province of Multan is not very fruit- 
•Jul yet it yields excellent iron and canes ; and tl»e 
inhabitants by their fituation arc enabled to deal 
with the Perfians and Tartars yearly for above fixty 
thoufand horfes. 

The province of Caflimere, being furrounded 
♦with mountains, Is difiicutt of accefs, but when lm\- 
'tcred, it appears to be the paradife of the Indies ; 
it is faid to contain a hundred thoufand villages, 
to be ftored with cattle and game ‘without arfy ' 
beafts of prey. The capital, ^ Caffimero fiands by 
a large lake j and both fexes, the women efpeclally, 
are almott as fair as the Europeans, and are faid 
to be witty and dexterous. ■ . : . 

The province and city of Labor formerly made 



, r m4 ] 

a great figure in the Indian hiftory, and is ftlll one 
of the largeft and faircft provinces in the. indies, 
producing the beft fugar in Indoftan. Its capiid 
was once about nine mdcs long, but is now much 
decayed. 

The provinces of Agud, Varad, Debar 
Hallabas, arc inhabited by a hardy race of men, 
Mho have never been conquered, and though ihfj 
acknowledged the fiiperionty of the moguls, live 
in an eafy independent ftate. In fome of thofe pro- 
’s inces, many of the European fruits, plants aid 
flowers thrive as in their native foil. ^ 

, After this general review of the mogul empire, 
It IS requifite tor the explanation of the affairs i: 
he rcninfula, to give as many particulars of thi 
iviarattas, as can be afcertained. This extenfive 
people have had always a confiderjble fharc in ih< 
difturbances, and taken a Jar^e part in the politlci 
Of thefe countries. As thej have no written hiftory 
! ?.ii it is difficult to' procu{i 

^ and fatisfaflory account of fo numeniuss 

eftabl.lhing thcmftlvcs throughout all parts of tb( 
niogul s empire. Tho' they fiill pofitfs part ? 
their fettlements to the north of Delli, great non- 

evil out from thence by Aurengzeb 

in the ° >n their new fettlemcnt 

fte mountainous parts of the Dcchan. 
all the me ’'i' continued wars ever fince, wili 
numerahle^t ^ nnd governors, and made iP' 

noTn “ Vf '‘'™- "Wrt 'hey obfel,. 

<•5 had ftraqge internal rcvolutionsanc! 

’ whai 


t M5 1 

wliatls mofc extraordinary the leading men amongft 
them arc Bramins or l^ricfts, hated by il\c ttuc 
hdarattas, but followed them for pay. , 

Their rajah or prince is facred % and they hold 
that he ought to be a hind of idol, (hut up and fed 
pt the public expence, and the excculirc power 
lodged in feme other branch of his family, at Icafr 
fuch ha's been the cfcablKhmcnt on the Malabar 
coaft ; but this was fubverted by the ufurpalion of 
two bramins who eftablifhed thcmfelvcs by force 
of arms at Guzarat and the country to the fouth- 
ward. The aSing head of the government and 
general of the forces is diftinguilhed on the Mala- 
bar coaft, by the title of Nanna. The refidcncc 
of the bramin, their fovcrcign is Poona, about a. 
hundred miles caft fouth eaft of Bombay, there all 
the bufinefs qf the government is carried on. Every 
Taji or gqvernor in the Mogul’s empire pays them 
a chout or tribute of a fourth of his reyenues 
This thej^ colleft part id ready money, leaving the 
balance in arrear, which (erves them as a pretence 
for anothcrincurfion, whenever they want cmploy- 
fnent for their troops. 

1 An inftance of thefe Bramins infataition and 
barbarity, is that ftrift obfervers as they arc of the 
Gentoo religion, and the tenets of the iranfmigra- 
tion of fouls, they make fcruple of killing the 
jnoft oRenfive animals, though they eagerly em« 
ploy their fabres to the dcfiruftion of their fellow 
. preacutes: the falvo for this extraordinary contra- 
. diftion, is a device of their priefts, who by the fa- 
/tvAivt -a Vo^rfio, many myTrefies anc 
frantic ceremonies, abfolve their warriors from thi 
' which bind the .vulgar. 
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■ There Maralfas were only a body of horie,' fet. 
hooters, who alternately took the pay of thehigk. 
eft bidder, they were Inch as MararoM-, one of the' 
commanders in the army of Nazirzlng viceroy of 
the Decan, had picked up to follow his fortunes,' 
j * attempted to make himfelf independent, 
t ey had no fettled habitation, and no profefiioa 
but war. They have neither art nor difeipline, and 
yet they are formidable to the Moors, who cany 
ing fuch numerous and incumbered armies to-th! 
held, are the eallerharrafled and even ftarved by 
piii^S^ts, continually galloping 
round the country, cut off the convoys, and as 
moft of their patties carry with them, neither hig- 

tui h,r hoi"!® They 

t Lg ct'"" Thf ““ft r 

oth»»p rUnfi,' common men have no 

iafh TOiinfl tkeir head, andi 

rife fuch a h '"! of U faddle, they 

ttarftal f recommended by 

^Tey atlS’ "“'f f^tdable with their fabres, 
tncy arc fatal to noops that are once broke. 

nnJmannM? 'T" ‘'“PP'f '’>0 wantof trade 
ra4Tpo^"?a ''or> ‘ f “"'"borons which they 
■X ra‘^^?r V,f, ""“'"’y "'^ighbouring powers; 

otL " •''.'"butary to them, than 

there ravenous fo-s.® “\Vh?t f™? 
fromlayiliffu'Tne prevents their chiefs 

foes, and unferviceable 
• friends 


/fient^s, they rutn their enemies by burning then?'' 
,counrr}% and their allies by their avaricious dc-*- 
roandsfor moncyi inftead’of meriting their pay# 
■which they migl)t eafily do after a deleat,' by cut-' 
Vung off all tlie broken troops, they fty to the camp. / 
where every man procures a good* burden for his 
horfe, and v/alking on foot drives him away loaded; 
with the fpoil. They have of late years entfertain- 
'fed various defigns of extending their territories ia 
feveral parts of the country, and alfo on the fea’ 

‘ coaft. Some of their generals, have fet up for them- 
' felv’es in the remote countries they have conquered, 

' and given fome other indications of their return 
from a vagabond life of rapine and diforder, to a 
more-fettled fjftcm of poVicyj they took in the bfc. 
fvar large dlftrlfts from the viceroy of Decan, 
marched to Dclli and made a Mogul. They have 
been a great check upon the Moorifl) government, 
and it isowing to their arms alone that thcMahome- 
tans have been prevented from the ufurpaiion of the 
whole peninfola. As the Moors are a luxurious 
people, in a few years of peace they grow enervat- 
ed by their debaucheries, and foon degenerate into 
fioch and efreminacy,a general corruption of man- 
ners and the mutual jealoufy, diftrufc and treache- 
ry of their princes, would make them an eafy 
prey to the M2rattas;’lhould they take the refoluti- 
on to expel them the country, and though there 
is not a governor,. in the liighefc rank of power 
and independency, but ftiles himfelf daily the flav^c 
of the mogul, these is not one of ih&m in the 
whole empire that pays the Icaft regard to the fo- 
lemn orders of that monarch, or that will march 
his- troops to quell any daiigetous commotion, 

01 
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bt fiir for the prefervation of the life of iiij 
mafter. 

^ The only balance to the power of the Maratta*,^ 
IS a race of northern people, inhabiting the moun- 
tains of Candahar commonly known in India by the 
name of Pattans and conquered Jfphahan in th: 
yeariyaa. They arc Mahomeitans, yet nolefsccs- 
mics to the Moorilh government tiun the Marattat 
andoiherlndians they arc faiil to have been defcecd- 
ed from an ancient colony of Arabians, whoenter- 
^ the country four hundred years before 1*3 mcr- 
lane, and built the city of MalFulipatam on the 
coaft of Coromandel; from thcncc extending their 
conquefts notthwjrd, they founded Patna in Bengal, 
and at laftover-ran the whole country to the «eft, 
and were maftera of Delli when Tamerlane f.rft ap- 
peared m India. They were always reckoned good 
foldiers, and are now confidered as the very belt in- 
fantry m the whole empire. * 

farv '’f ' S’'''" '>■= 

fcpntelligence relative to Indoftan, where lord 

pW ■" '■’= pknitude of his 

gratify the curiofityo^ 

Si : ‘rTl '“f™==n=cdotesof hisV- 

Continrnr cxcurfions to the 

of his ze-l a® '*'= "°hlolordboafted 

Eaft InfiT V ^ ‘‘■hnlereftednefs in ferving the 
«lve ht oodoubtcdly to r=- 

mmenfc “r- impaired by the 

hTS ao/l I'"?"' iorrleftions to Lke 
his relation mends'ld d"'' f 
a manof confcauenr. h^'i. P™'^'"".' become 
^ o by the acquifition of a con* _ 
t . ^ fiderablj 
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ideraUc landed Intcteft in Shropfhire, and- to in-i 
lulge the luxurious fancies of an caftern potentate, 
h^t his creatures, at the precceding meetings of 
he Eaft India proprietors, had folUciled and ob-* 
ained for him the fupreine command in tlieir fer- 
Iscnents. He was near redi/cctl to the income of 
us jaghire, and a nobleman of hU afpiring views 
:ould not be fatisfied of an income jimired ac 
Jiirty thoufand pounds a j'car. 

Whilft his military fame was confined fo his 
native country, the rapid fortune lie had made in 
India was even magniSed in France, by thofc of 
;hat nation who had ferved on the coalt of Coro- 
mandel. Lord Clive had nothing' 10 qualify hint 
ip plcafe the French, but his money. His refer-’ 
vednefs could not agree with their levity, and the 
diftance he kept them at by nn ferlcux a £h:er was 
incompatible wiiii die freedom of their manners. 
He fpoke French with repugnance and difficulty, 
and was unacquainted \nih tlie delicacy of the 
language fo ncccflary with the French ladles. 
He made his appearance at Paris with fome eclat 
in the winter of the year 1763. His equipage 
was fplendid, hU attendants numesous, and lus 
livery magnificent. He vifiicd the Btitilh am- 
baffador, as it breame a m^n of h's rank and his. 
importance 5 fome French gentlemen who had 
beerv in India, and the moft. diftinguifited among 
, his countrymen. The firll time he went to the. 
opera he was examined des pieds jujquc la ietc, by 
j the French prfi/i tlje ladies, du hsn ton 

,aU the nice judges of drefs ^nd manners : they ob- 
jferved that his lordfhip drefied richly, but with- 
j pi|t tafte, and pafled condemnation on hlsperukc- 
X ' make;; 
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^oung, ipnghtly and beautiful, whofe pfTion fofj 
'amin'^ and other exitava^ncies required more 
•ontlant fuppVies, than the fortune of her polite 
mfband could afrord, raifed occalional coniribu- 
;ions on the'foreigners of diftinftion, who reforced 
:o Paris SHe contrived tobs placed one day,^at 
the play, in a box adjoining to that of lord Clive.’ 
He was fmitten with her genteel appearance and 
beauty, but lie deferred to declare himlelf openly, 
till he was informed of the ladies rank and con- 
nexions. ’He learned that fhe was a perfon of 
diftinXion, niarried to a gentleman u ho laid no 
reftraint upon her inclinations, as he indulged 
himfelf his taXe in promifcoous amours ; as far 
tis this, he was pleafed with an account which 
promifed him fuccefs ; but when he heard from 
another part, that flie had had feveral gallantries, 
and that her houfe was a fort of academy for ga- 
ming, he thought fuch a connexion might be 
dangerous and difgracefu?, and refolved to efface 
the firft impreflion her charms had made upon 
him, by an intimacy with fome other laciy,_ more 
worthy of his attachment. The next time madam 

d*E s faw his lordfliip was on the bulwarks* 

where boih of them were taking an airing in their 
refpeXive carriages. He fpokc to her with civility, 
but after they had exchanged a,fe\v compliments, 
he took leave of her with an air of indifference, 
which had damped the cxpeXatlons of a woman 
of lefs fkiU and rpirit. She had enquired particu- 
larly into his lordfliip’s difpofition and cliaraXer 
and heard from one of his particular acquaintances, 
thai he had declared he Ihould be guarded at Paris 
rgainll the arts of a coquette, and the fnsrecofa 
. X 2 fcnulc 
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female gameftcr. She judged from this rep^, 
that ihe muft have been reprefented to him as t 
Moman guilty ot thefe faftiiorable vices, andrt 
lohed to take the hril opportunity to mfpire^jn 
V ith a more fav ourable opinion of her. 

One Sunday evening torCl Clive walking m 
Thuillehcs, perceived her fitting on a bench wi't 
a gentleman and a ladj As he had not jeifc'fl 
in Fans any v^oman whom he thought fupenor w 
her in wit and beaut), ke could not refill the 
penGt) of joining hef, and parted w ith his company 
After a mutual intcrcourfe of civilities he lat by 
her, and the took occafon of the fine evcoies 
■Nvhich had invited her to take a walk. To expref> 
her furprize In feeing lo few women of falbtca 
takmg the benefit of the air, and to cenfure tic 
viniverfal pafiion for gaming amongll perfons of 
Quality, which w-as deftrudive of all focial pic* 
lures and mutual entertainments “As for oy 
part, fadded fhe,) 1 have very much agamfb inf 
‘ inclination, been prevailed upon, to yield to 
this torrent , but houeter fingular I msj ap- 
pear for the future, I am determined to refuse 
admittance irto my houfe, to all perfons whoai 
I have before indulged m gratifying a paflica 
lo detrimental to v ‘omen’s health and repUa 
are.no longer miftrefs of your ho Jc 
when once gamefters have taken poflefllon o‘ 
It , and m-n think themfelres autho'ifed to 
take liberties wuh women who plav hi-’h 1 
now that many women have been accufed cl 
I intimany with young fops, though thev nerd 
nave had any other iniercourfe with them bti 
“t quinze and laafqueoet ” Whether lord Cfi« 

vvi^ 
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SouUful of this lady’s icformation, or upon* 
fycor.d rcfledioci ihou»hiaivfljfa/rt«rra« 5 « vitb 
tt might have difagrccable confcqucucei, he did 
lOt iecm anxious to fee her afterwards. Near a 
ortnight had been elapfcd (ince he faw her hft« 
then he received thi? extraordinary letter, which 
\as afterwards made public by her hufoand at 
t^aris. This is an exact iraofiation pf the fame, 

“ My lord, 

Of aU things I hate fufpence and uncertainty ; 
though you declined the mvitation I gave you at 
my houlc, you gave me hopes to fee you in a few 
day s after our accidental meeting in ihcThuillerirs- 
}t Js more than fourteen days fince you have made 
^ouf appearance at the fpectacles, oronihcbul-^ 
svarks : if you think me a dangerous woman, 
though perhaps that opinion may flatter my va- 
hlty, in regard, to my peffon, as it implitJs an in- 
junous fufpiclon of my feniJiVtcnU irtnd my pth\- ' 
tip’es, ir really makes me apprehenlive that you 
rank me in the clafi of a'defigning coquet, a cha- 
racter which I truly abhor. I Ihould not, tike 
your eaftetn women , defire the embraces of a proud 
imperious Sultan, who haVc funk out fex emu the 
moil wretched ftate of contempt and humdiaiion ; 
not like your married ladies in England, boaft of 
that female virtue, chaftity, which they look upon 
as a difpenfaiion of more cnential oliligations. 
Our education in France is diflcrent from other 
countries ; we are ihut up in a convent, till our 
parents think proper to redeem us from a ftate of 
captivity, and tomitch us tviili a man, tvhem pisr- 
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iiips we have never fcen. If marriage m France 
is a ftate of freedom, wc think we have an la- 
doubted right to chufc the man we love, infleadcf 
the hufband who has been allotted us without oi’f 
confent and inclination 5 if we have frailties inci- 
dent to human nature, we dre capable of generom 
fentiments and noble actions. My husband, IIU 
men of fafhion, does not expsft from mean invio- 
lable hdelity, provided he is not an eye witnefs 
of what you call in England your diflionourj fc« 
never difturbs me in any tete a Ute. I ani neither 
proud nor difToIuie, but when once I have fee my 
fancy upon a man, I muft have him. You fee. 
tny lord, I am very candid ; and ^aficr this opea 
declaration, you cannot fay that T intend to be* 
guile you. As I am not uled to be flighted I ex* 
pe£t an anfwer immediately. And am, vilb 
great regard, ■ 

. V. S. Excufe the - , , 

omlfllonof myname. wlylord, 

The only woman you can love.1 

Lord Clive could not but be furprifed at the 
pcrufal of this extraordinary epillle, though he did 
not think proper to anfwtr it : lead the lady fiiould 
think hcrfclf neglefled and defpifed, he fent hiJ 
compliments to her by a livery fcr\-ant, and ac- 
quainted her, that if convenient, he Ihould "^it 
upon her at the opera on a fixed day. He fat in 
wr box during all this tedious and monioone con- 
feemedfo happy ^\ith each other, 
t -y gave very little attention to the perfor* 
me;s. ^ 

\ Though 
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ThougK the lady Intended at Hrft to make lord* 
;:live her property, and to indulge at his expen- 
ds her paflion for gaming, refervlng to hsrfelf 
he privilege of a favourite j after he had made- 
lis propofals, and givdn her three dajsto confi- 
ier whether they were agreeable to her, and if 
be thought Ihe could fulfil the engagements he 
required j the conditions on both fides were punc- 

rually performed. Madame E- s, promiled to 

keep no longer a gaming houfe, and to difeharge 
from future attendance at her toilet, and prh'atc 
parties all her former acquaintances of the mafeu- 
line gender, on lord Clive paying for her pin- 
money a thoufind kitis d'cri per quarter. Now 
they appeared together at all public places happy 
and unmolefted \ even the lady's hbsband Ihewed 
at his houfe all pofiiblc refpeft to hU noble gueft, 
and afliired him he was infinitely obliged to his 
lordfhip, for the honour he did him, to take the 
mod; tender care of his* wife. He fpoke as he 
thought, for jealoufy is a ridicule that a man of 
quality is more afraid to be expofed to, than that 
incurred by any other pafiion. A fenfible ivell- 
bred man never ought to believe that his wife is 
faithlefs till he fees it, and then he muft have Ta- 
tisfaflion for the injury.* Lord Clive was not 
acquainted w ith this pundlilto *, he had free accefs, 
ingrefs and regrefs to and from the ladies apart- 
ment without interruption, even when the polite 
husband was at home *, fo that he could not forefee 
that any difagreeablc confcquence could foljov,r 
the lAveelsof his enjoyment. 

The lady who v/as as regular in the perfor- 
jnance of her religious duties, as Ihe was exadt 

the 
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iJie appointments of her noble lover (accordingly 
ihe maxims of the brench women, who conciliate 
ihcir fecret plealures with public afbs of devotions) 
went to mifs every Sunday precifely at twelve 
©clock She had coirte home the night before 
indifpofeil w uh a violent cough , mj lord, agaiol 
hi» cuftom paid her a morning vihc to inquire 
after her health , the porter of the houie who far 
him go in and out at all times of the day, though 
he had the fame privilege at this unufuai hour, as 
her huaband laid in a Icparate apartment, and 
itiU in his bed he was ufed to walh himfell *s 
loon as lie was up with fome feented water, and 
rnding none m his room, he went to »he apatt 
incnt of his lady, whom he thoughr was gone w 
jjafs , the lovers had not look the precaution to 
, and the husband who would hive 

J^nocLed had he fuppofed they were there, opened 
abrupth , *,nd h<id an occular dcmonftration of a 
xhing he knew long whild before, but that he was 
vnwiihng to fee »Oh« faid he coollv, I d-d 
not know you were there, otherwifc you may be 
.* "ot ha\c dihurbed you , but as 

«• I”}i ‘^ 1 ‘^'r ^ ^<^5 fny lord, you 

nl drefs you immediately, and favour me 

told Ins lordfhip that though her husband was a 
the afPi. honour, yet Hie hope! 

hU ^ macicup ^^,Ih her mcdialio- 

inted -I tu j “W more 

lit receiv'd 

vd him with the greateft piviho , and 
having 
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ring offerea a feat, to him, he fpohe in the folf 
ving manner. 

As a nobleman of a military profefiion, you 
are, no doubt, perfeftly acquainted uith the * 
laws of honour, and I dare fay you have always 
ftriftly adhcredvto them. Jn France we do not 
think our honour, depends of our wives fidelity, . 
for in that cafe few men of fafhion in this'realra 
would be reputed honourable. Wc allow’ womea 
to indulge their fancies and fecrct inclinations, as 
we do our own j but then we fuppofe they svill 
have fenfe and diferetion enough to hide from 
the fight of their, husbands the favours they gratxc 
to their lovers. My wife and I have till chU 
very day lived in the greatefl: friendfliip -ahd, 
harmony, and, J hope we fhall continue on the 
fame footing, as our afTcAion is grounded’ on 
mutual efteem ♦, not a mere gratihcaiion of the 
fenfes, which is very'^ifferent from trpe love. 
She knows my delicacy, and I am perfuaded qf - 
her attachment to me j but I condemn her for 
having neglected this morning to bolt her apart- 
ment, as 1 might have fent a fervant to fetch 
what I wanted, which had been ten limes worfe. 
Now my lord, I fhould not praife myfelf, but 
1 am reckoned amongfi all my acquaintances a 
man of courage, ikilful in the art of fencing, 
and I am obliged to alk fausfaftion, for having 
feen you fill my place m my ossrv houfe, whick 
no man of fpirit muft fufFer wiih impunity, by 
the laws of chivalry *. indeed the offence is not 
‘ of a nature to be revenged by the death of my 
‘ adverfary as a blow, or Ibme public affront ; Ic 
[ is fufficienc if 1 draw from your lordfiup three 
' y “ or 
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‘t* or four drops of your noble blood * I am 
«* the tribunal of the marfhals of hrance, wkh 
takes cognizance of all the affairs of honour, 
*' could not fettle this pome upon a more cqu’taLh 
** footing I hope wc lhall be afterwards better 
friends than ever, and that you will continue to 
honour madam with the fame attention. Mf 
** lord, like a man of tried courage, acceptedtls 
‘‘ rational challenge, and uhilft the two champo''5 
“ were going to draw their fwords, the lady cans 
“ in, and dehred to fpeak a few words to herh/* 
band. Oh madam, (faid hej you are \ft| 
** forgetful, and I defire you to tale for thefn 
ture* fuch meafures that I Iloall not be oblige*! 
“ to have fuch .a difagreeable eclairclflcment ” 

** beg your pardon, anfwercd Ibe, I confefs I 
am in the wrong, depend upon it like a g ” 
general, I fhall take care that you never wil 
“ lurpnfe me again. As fhe had Veen the prin 
•f cipal party concerned, fhe begged to be vnt 

“ ncls of the reparation.” Mr. E s bavir? 

defired my lord to be up m his guard, naade a 
at nim, and wounded him with an admirable dex- 
terity ; after which they embraced each othef 
moft cordially, and ifiCj lady having been fatisfr^ 
that the fword had not penetrated farther than tf* 
epidermis, thcy^all three fpent the day in 
and con%iviaIfe{livit\. 

^cer this afiair had been fettled to the honcar 
rnd fattsfaflion of all parties concerned, Mr. E— '• 
hole finances were much thought he had 

a lair opportunity on the ftrengthening his alliance 
ami fnendH.,p„„!. .he noble lord. ,o make ftr 
bimlclffomc advantageous ftipulatiops at the Am® 

tiirc 
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/titnetW he enlarged the privileges of this ill 
trious auxiliary. U Was agreed between theiri, 
that my lord fhould have an apartment in the 
iioufe of his moft obliging friend^ that had a com- 
mvinicaaon with the lady’s drelling-room, in or-* 
der to avoid for ihe fwvwc, all 
Unfeafonable vifits ; and ike husband engaged ne- 
ver to enter his !ad>’s bed-cnamber as long as his 
, noble gueft ftiould'remain under his roof on receiv- 
ing the moderate turn of tY.elvc hundred huts (Ters 
as an equivalent for the property ‘he had transfer- 
-red to his ally, ‘t'hc articles were ekehanged* 
imafde^ and though they were both fatisficd, the 
husband thouaht he had the better of the bat- 
. gain. 

As the lady had honourably given up all hsr 
admirers for this moft ufeful lover, fome of them 
whofe jealoufy and vanity kad been nettled by her 
fidelity atcii^e epreuxt. tq our modern creflis, made 
particular enquiries concerning his origin, his 
education and ail the circumftances winch had 
preceiied his rife and fortune in the Eafl-lndia 
Company’s fervice. Whoever is acquainted wilh 
the national prejudices of ikc French, knows 
that the nobility and gentry heartily defpife all 
mercantile profeifionsj and that a gentleman’s edu- 
cation in t ranre confifts chicriy^ m fencing, dan- 
cing, tiding the great horfc, and thofe exercifes 
which make them to remarkibly nimble and grace- 
ful. 'I'he refentmeot of one Mr Burton, a gen- 
tleman who had b.en educated ac Dr. Sterling’s 
fchool at hlainfted, in Hercfordfiiire, for the un- 
gracious reception he had met with from lord 
Clives who was a Utile while at the fame femi- 
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na^y, concurred to make public the noble 
'parentage and firft letting out into the world, I' 
was foon propagated all over Paris, that hh- 
lUchard Clive zprccurtur of Stychc» near Drajtcii, 
in the county of Salop, was the father ofcir 
hero, who indeed had the honour of being Tclatid 
to Sir Edward Clive, one of the judges of the cou't 
of Common-pleai : that without having receive! 
.even the elements of a liberal education, heht! 
been feni as a writer in the Eaft India cotnpanji 
fervice to Madras, towards the clofe of the wtr 
,1741, That he leemed more calculated for* 
counting'houfc than for the camp : that w’ar being 
at that time more cultivated in India than coa 
.merce, the young clerk had took that favourah 
opportunity of exchanging his pen for apaifC 
colours. Inanfwerto all thefe illiberal, thoug' 
, true rclleflions, fomcof lord Clive's friends gavi 
out that he had diftinguifhed bimfelf as earl)' a 
the liege of Pondicherry^ with admiral Bofeawto 
in 1748^ being then an cnflgn in the company 
troops, and that on the firft of Septeftiber, 
the French were repulfcd in a fally wdth a con£ 
derable lofs, captain Brown, who defended t’’* 
fecond trench being mortally wounded, his po^ 
was afterwards gallantly fuftained by enfi^ Cliv< 
AH his other ^plolts in India were enumerate! 
a^ the charadler given him by that cxcell^ 
. officer major llawrcnce, from whom lord Cli' 
acknowledged that he learnt the art of w'ar svs 
Ihould not feem to d« 
« n " infert it here. 

„ “ Clive h a man of undaunted refc 

^ iution, of a cool temper, and 'a prcfence t 

<» mine 
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fhmd, which never left him in the grcateft darja 
ger. Born a loldier j for without any military 
education of any fort, or much converfing with 
any of .the profeffion, from his judgment and 
good fenfe, he led an army like an experienced 
officer and brave foldier, with a prudence that 
warranted fuccefs. This young man^s early 
genius, continued the major, furprifedand en- 
gaged my attention, as well before as at the 
fiege of Devi-Cotrah, where he behaved ia 
courage and judgment, much beyond what 
r:ould be expedted fr6m his years, and his fuc- 
cefs afterwards confirmed what J had faid to 
many people concerning him/* 

MoiwiihftaTiding this t\ogvum, and the advan- 
ges he had had over the French when h5 took 
rcot with his officers who were chiefly writers, 
id other fervants of the cohipany, never before 
nployed in a military capacity : they ftlll def- 
iled their conqueror, efpecially for having re-affu-* 
led, for fomc time, his mercantile profeflion. 
kftcr he hadfignaUzed himfclf as an officer, they 
tflefted with equal bi»ternefs and malice on hjs 
onduft, when he acted as commifTary of the' 
rmy in theexpedition of i750,againfi: Chundafaib 
heufurping Nabob of -^rcot, and upon the 'panic 
vhlrh had felled captain Dalton and lieutenanc 
-live with their battalion, when Mahomed Ally 
Tawn their ally, was defeated by Chundafaib near 
l^olconda. They condemned feverely his im- 
prudence for having been fuiprifcd at his return 
rom VerdachcIIum to Fort St. David*s with fo'mb 
fervanis and feapoys, and obferved, that if he 
had not had^he good luck to fave himfclf by the 

fwift- 
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fwiftnefs of his horfe from a fmall partyof cavaW, 
bf a neighbouring polygar, who purkied him It- 
Veral miles, he would never hare been able to re* 
trieve his reputation as a loldier , they added, ib* 
captain Clive having made a fally to drive it* 
French, who attempted to regain Arcotwith Chun* 
dafaib their allj , perceived a leapoyfrom a wmdor, 
levelling his piece at him retired precipitatfly, 
'Without acquainting lieutenant Finv ith of the dan* 
ger , in confequence of which, this gallant office* 
Avas fliot dead They inveighed feverclj againftl’l 
pride and arrogance, when he was governor cf 
Fort Sc Dav‘id j and as he had been honoured bj 
the Mogul with the dignity of an Omrah of th5 
After the battle of Plafley, his entering 
Muxadabad in the triumphal manner of a roman 
conqueror, the 24th of June 1757, was defcribed 
With the moft poignant latyr and infinite humour 
i hough he affefted to defpifeall ihefe railleries and 
icurrilities, yet he was inwardly mortified at this 
ungenerous treatment, from a polite and civilued 
nation He quitted Pans abniptly, to the unut* 
Pelenope and her obfcquiois 
Q ^ Before he returned toTingland he went 
to Spa, ,vhcre he difplayed all the Afiatic pomp 
".omBction cf thi 
German princes, who as the/ 
humhV h ^ opulence, aSefted W 

thevajrnm^H°"^ the precedency 

As ihprp oonfequence of their pedigree 

7 nlmfc >" Germany. 

i.maVnrruceeftTffher,'Il' 

B lucoeis of the Enghni, their allies in all 
parts 
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nm of gbbc, and in particular the Eafb In? 
dies, where lord Clive had ben an aflor fo con- 
picuous. This gave occafion to fome cclajrifie- 
inents on his warlihe ocploitSf and the great fame 
lie had acquired amongft his countrymen. TIic 
noble lord who was fcnfibk of all the advantages 
of the German military ikiU and difciplinc, eluded 
commonly tioublefome queftions upon that fubjeft. 

“ A Prufliin officer of dome note told him one day 
from the hide knowledge I have acquired of the 
genius, manners, diet and unexperience in 
** military affairs, of the people of Jndoftan, I 
** would engage ?t the head of three* battalions of 
“ the troops of the king my maftcr, vlth a com- 
“ pany of artillery, to conquer that mighty cm- 
” pirc, were not difcipUned Europeans to inter- 
“ fere in iheconte{l.*V You arc very much mifta- 
Iten, fir, anfweredlord Clive; well, replied the 
officer, “ 1 wilh I had the trial, as I am confident I 
** Ihould return icon to Europe richer than any 
Britilh fubjecc who ever w'cnt thither.** This 
was intimating a very mean opinion of the cop- 
quefts of the noble lord, and he looked upon fuch 
declarations as famplcs of the German bluninefs 
and Gothic impertinence. 

Lord Chvc experienced daily that though im- 
menfe wealth will have its fway In a commercial 
nation, it was not the cafe in military gov’crnments, 
where the nobleffe dehgned for the moll honorary 
commands in the army, took always upon a fol- 
dier of fortune as an invader of their rights and 
privileges. It was natural for a man ufed to ho- 
’ mage, who had been courted by Nabobs, and the 
^ogul himfclf, to wjfii to appear again before the 
' fovereigns 
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Csvereigns of the Eaft, with that fupreme miljaff 
command, and thcfe additional titles, andho"Our, 
which alone command rclpefl: amongft the Af. 
tics. \\c ha\e fcen how at his return into Erg 
land from this laft trip to 1 ranee and to SpJ 
he had contrived to p^rfuide the proprietors cf 
the E^ft India Company, that he was the o*’/ 
man who could retrieve their dcfperarc affirs 
an Bengal Being intrufted abroad with fu'l 
po\ ers cnil and mthtarj, and preferred to thj 
ranlw of major general, he fet fail for India in tfc* 
4» *7^4» accompanied with fevers! 
other officers The fcafon b“mgfo far advanced, 
his lordlhip had the mtsformne to lofc his palTae', 
living met w ith a violent calcofwind, inwhc!* 
the (hip loft her maft oTRio da Tanerio 
During hts lordfhtp’s vovage, by the AlbrT 
Indiaman, who had made the quickefl vo}agcfti! 
Jus been known , ad\ icc^w is received at the India 
Iioufc, that the troubles were happilv terminated 
on the Coromandel coaft. that Madura and N 
macota were m the hands of the i nglifh, that 
InA Wued and csccu -d. 

anfiim hado^ tr came all difficulties, and cui 
■j\« c up his government to 

raflcfra"k/ of ddhnguifficd cha- 

t”m cU. J “f JfttphCawn. 

MarcKnd«„hfom-rrcnd 

o^ c’t.np' h's P'«=”'’ 
of M'dura K ivas in polTelP'O 

rVof 1 ''"‘‘■"S Crglilh nabob, b) 

1 ^ a fjcrch oFccr, v ah a fia:; of tru c 

fo-i 
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froth the Fort to the EngUftv demanding 

fafe guard for hiS own troops, pay for the black 
troops, and pardon for thole who had deferred ; 
8tfd offering at the fame time to deliver up Jfoaph 
Cawn, the moment thele terms were granted, hav- 
ing alrtiady arrefted him for that putpofe thd 
terms were accepted, the town was given Up, and 
ifoaph Cawn delivered over to the nabob, who or- 
tiered him to be hanged the next day, in front of 
the llrles. Such was the opinion of the Baft India 
: proprietors, in regard to Mr. Sulivan’s abilities 
and capatity in the diteftion of their affairs, that 
notwhhftanding ’Lord Clive*s friends cabals and 
intrigues, he ftood on the lift of the proprietors. 

Codlm All Cawn, with a detachment of Indof« 
tans had fallen upon a fmall party of the Eaft India ^ 
company’s forces and cut them offt a few Euro- 
peans being amongft them, he cut of their heads, 
and font them to the vizier, which gave great joy- 
ro the cnem) j but inftcad of difpiritmg the com- 
pany^ troopv, it infpited them with a fpirit of re- 
venge, that contributed afterwards to the viftory 
they gained over the forces of litdoftan. 

Major Heflor Munroj who commanded hisma-i 
jelly’s and the Eaft India company’s troops in 
iiengal, marched dn the s»oth of Oflober 1764, 
•agunn: the Ling and vizier of Indoftan at the head 
' of an army of 5000 mert. On the twenty fecond 
I they encamped fo near the enemy, as to be part 
' out of the range of their (liot; the morning of the 
action ac day light, the Major went out with fome 
of the principal officers to rcconnoite their fiiuati-* 
On, inien’dmi^ to attack them the following day j 
but finding their whole army under arms, he re- 
Z turned 
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turned to his camp, and ordered m the adv^anetd 
pofts nnd grind guards , the drums to beat to arms 
ahd in lefs than twenty minutes after, the line <fl 
battle was formed having made his difpofiiion fw 
1C the day before They began to cannonade ojr 
irmy at nine o’clock in the morning, and half^i 
hour after, the aftion became general , our arm/ 
had a morafs m front, which prevented their mov- 
ing forwards for fomc time, by winch means the 

- .1 L_J J ...U.-U . 


iug lui « arub lor lomc lime, oy wincn nicaub 
number of cannon the enemy had ind which wcf® 

-ti 11.. -/ 


iiuiiiuci ui taiinon inc enemy naa ina wnicii » 
well levelled, and equally well difpofcd of, 

Verj much the company’s forces The major wii 
forced to order a battalion of fea-poys, with ons 
gun, from the right of the firft line, to move fot 
wards to fiknce one of their batteries, which pb) 
cd upon the flank of his army, and obliged to fup' 
port It by mother battalion from the ftcond lifCi 
which had the defired cfTcft , he then ordered both 
the lines to face to the right, and keep marching 
in order to clear the left wing of the moraf'^, and 
when done, face to his former front, the rigb 
wing w heeling up to the left to clear a fmall wood 
that was upon his right , then the firft line mo\cd 
^rward, keeping a very bnlk canonade Major 


— , a vvtjr uuiK. canunaoc 

IVlunro fent orders to major Pemble, who com* 
rnanded the fccond linc\ to face it to the right 


u»c ictuna line, to lace it to the rigi i- 
about, and follow the hrft, but that officer fawtha 
propriety of that movement fo foon, that he began 
to pur It in execution before he recen ed that order. 
Immediately after both lines puffied forward with 
10 much ardor and refolution , at which tim^ 

the Jmall arms began, that the enemy foonaftef 
gave way , and five minutes before twelve, theif 
Whole arrny v,as put to flight They had 6 oOO 
men lulled on the field of battle, and we tooh 
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from them '130 pieces of cannon, befiaes fcve- 
ra] ftores of different kinds. Captain Charles 
Gordon, of the Sgth regiment, aid de camp to 
Major Monro, diltmguilhed liimfelf by his brave 
and fpimed conduft ; and major Vemble was rc- 
commended to the chairman and court of diredors, 
for his ikill and intrepidity. Boththefe officers had 
under them in the aftion. 

againft the Mogul, his viceroys and fubjedls, mult 
unavoidably prove its ruin. We (hould no longer 
bufy ourfelves m pullmg down one nabob and fet- 
tmg up another^, but we ihould be nabobs ourfelves.- 

c^omuaZT ‘0 '>'= 

hollilities^ ’if rh prefent contention and 

noitilities, if they are continued, will render the 

fays 0? thU ffih- Mr. Hoiw^ 
feftlv cure rf, re *triportant and fo mani- 
Words ^ s'*” '' "r^rly in his oM n 

ionelCll^ffi liautenant-co- 


Benval on R.i, = 'foment and precedency of 
CllvSn’ml," ,^'J’rnary the eighth 1760, when Mr 

yerts aS, ' HeUblltetTfle 

ting to^Bengal.” events rela- 

the eaft'^m'der it'- we have fecn our forces in 

com,:Sde? dr ve'thrMon f •“ 

provinces, but !r 'hn 

lately a rpiri,ed ‘''d., r Tu 
troops, which tght m rike n''"^i" 
of future confeqfenccs apprehenfiun 

■Jttacked by Sweden dM Ruffians when firft 
“ ) hveden, did not pofiefs a tenth part of 

, the 
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the courage and difciprme, that thcfe our encmit^ 
have now acquired^ and jet the event is known tq 
the world. 

** Let us rcafoa upon very probable fiippofuiors, 
pnd nor reft m a too great and flattering fecunty, 
at a tinie when we have the grcateft caufe to b« 
alarmed. Suppofe the Mogul’s viceroyi IhouU 
from experience atlaftdifcovcr. that the only wjj 
to conquer us and render our courage and difciplinJ 
of no effect, is to ayotd coming to a general action 
with us ; with the great fuperlority of number* 
they will ever be able to bring in the field, they 
xna^ by this precaution and dividing their army 
(which confifts chiefly of cavalry) into fmall bodied, 
cut off our provilioDS and forage, beat up out 
quarters, harrafs our hantifol of men without cea* 
iing, and finally deftroy us without danger to 
themfclves : and it is morally jmpo|Tible they 
fhould not at lajb adopt this conduct. 

‘‘ Let us again fuppofc a rupture with France, 
whllft we are engaged in this war with tht Mogul 
ourprefidencyat Fort William and our other liC* 
tones ip a manner dpferted, and the chief ftrenglh 
of all our fettlemcnis actiqg at the diftances of 
eight or nine hundred mflss trom the cepter of ouf 
poffefiions : each rupture will fet at nought the 
2rijc1c in tfie laft t)eaty of peace, which give us 
3n cxclufive right to Bengal, and therefore ought 
to be attended to s for it is not to be im-'^gined, tlisc 
* " *11 oeglect fb favourable an occalion of at- 
tacking a fettlemcnt, that conftitutes in the eaft 
tne very effence of our being, when they find it 
Lft dcfenctkfs by the abfence of our troops 

Fcffp*? 
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' *f Permit us moil Aumbly to advife» fays Mr,* 
Holvveil, (addrcffingour Eaftlndu company,; that 
ex’prefs orders be fent without deby, to your prefi- 

dent and governor of Fort WUliam, to make the 

following overture of peace to the Mogul ; viz. 
that on condition of his appointing and invefling 
(to all intents and purpofes) your governor for the 
time being, foubah'of the provinces of Bengal, 
Bahar and Orixa 5 you will engage on your parr* 
that the ftipulated fum of one khorere of rupees, 
{1,250,000!. fterlmg) fhall be annually paid into the 
royal treafury free of all deductions. 'As this fum 
doubles m one year, any advantages the emperors 
have received from the revenues of ihcfc provin- 
pes, for the fpace of forty years laft paft j we can- 
not entertain a doubt of hts moft readily acceding 
to the terms propofed \ as thereby he would alio 
have a powerful ally, who could be occafionally 
of fcrvice to him on any emergency in his govern- 
yntnt. 

“ V?hen we areinvefted with, and impowered to 
difplay ihe Mogul’s royal ftandard, the provinces 
Will be equally governed, at a lefs annual expence 
and force chart the company are nqw from necefiicy 
loaded with. But fuppofe it double, the l\akc is 
amply liifficient as wc Ihall prcfently demonftrate, 
auffinbah met nuUus, miy be our motto." 

As a friend to lord CUve, Mr. Holwell paid 
him the following comphment.*‘We caqnot cnouf’^h 
applaud the feafonable meafure of fending o*uc 
lord CUve, which \\c efteem a happy event, not- 
withflanding what could be done upon the prefent 
plan of politics has been done without him. The 
'^vci^ht of his lordfhip’s reputation and experience; 

in 
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5 n tTiefe parts will' moft effectually promote tli'j 
our new plan j he is the beft qualified to negociatt 
it, the fitteft to be firft inverted with that high 
power, and the moft capable of fixing and leaving 
it upon a lolid bafis. 

“This meafure was advifed, and might have b«n i 
fuccefsfully taken in the year 1760; if it had bee^ 
murders and martacres would Jiav’e been prevented} 
put it is not now too late to regain the opportunity 
which we then loft ; in confequence of the truth 
of this affenion. Mr. Holwell proceeds to rtew 
bj_ a rough fketch, if the produce of the rf* 
venues, the vaft ftakes for which we throv/. 

•e “ fays he, our gain will be immenfe, 

" where we were.” 

The Iketch is in fubftance as follows : 

1 r j nop miles N. E. of Calcutta 

ififf 1 Hi'^doo princes cf 

tn ^ Bramins, who died 

v’lft. ^ fucceeded by hh 

■hntii-* polfefs a traft of country of a- 

monf*?}?- under a fettled govern* 

ment their rtipuhted annual rents to th?croAn 
evenly lack of liccarapees ; the real rc- 

towns 

for m2iinfa.<> ^ feparately famouJ 

eoods for rh following Ipecies of piece 

kets for grain. °**‘‘^*^ 

J^ulatcd yearl/paym^r/o CK' rea^^l^t 
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■luce of Ins revenue from fixty to fevCnty Tfie 
iief ptoduds uf lus country are grain, oil and 
rime Can article much ufed m Indian cookery') 

’t hkcwife yields fome fpeCics of piece gooLis,_ 
raw filk, ginger, long pepper, &c articles that 
iilmlly comptifc the cargoes of our outward 
bound fhipping The »holc of his revenue are 
ufually valued in peaceable times at 30 lack per 
annum 

North %Yeft of Fort William, about 55 miles, 
he the lands of J^ajah Tdfuck Churtd, extending 
120 miles, the (lipulated rents of thefe lands are 
ihiTty-n\o lack per anni^m, but its real produce 
and \alue from So lack to one khorere I'his 
IS the principal of the three dillnfls ceded in 
perpetuity to the company, by the treaties witb 
Coflim Ah Khan, in the year 1760 Its princi- 
pal towns fupply the Eatt India Company with 
divers fortments of piece goods. The capital 
Burduan, may be propeVly called the center of 
the trade of the provinces in tranquil times* 
this place afforded aa annual large vent for the 
\aluable ftaples of lead, copper, broad cloth, 
tin, pepper, &c T he merchants of Delli and 
Agra reforted yearly to this great mart and 
would again if peace Vas eftablifhed in the 
country They purchafedthe above ftaples, either 
with money or in barter for opium, fait petre 
and horfes This diftriffc produces raw filk. 

, They mat ufaflure in their villages inferior 
fbrtments of cloth It produces grain equal to 
the confumption of the people only. 

The family of this Kajah farmed lands to the 
amount of four lack per annunij contiguous to 
‘ the 
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the fedunds of Calcutta. To the weft of Burd* 
wan He the lands belonging to a Rkjah of list 
Bramin tribe ; they poflefs an extent of ifa 
i^Hes , this diftrjft produces an annual revcnW 
of 90 lack. 

Bifrapyre the cap'tal, is alfo the chief feat of 
trade. Contiguous to it lie the territories efi 
Mogul prince. He is taxed at ten lack ptr 
annum. 


North caft of Calcutta diftant about 30 mib 
lies Hifnagar, the fort and capital of a Rajah, 
w o poflefles a tract of country of about 
rniles, and is taxed at nine lack per annum, though 
IS revenues exceed 25 lack. Cotton yam ismanU’ 
towns European markets in his principal 

Decca, once tis 
Benga , at a low eftimation amount an- 
JnH kherore, proceeding from cuftonU 

jnd d levied on do, ts. gr.b,°„il. ghee, b«- 
tle^ut. chank metals, fait and tobacco 

1 he foregomg mihncesof the value of the lands 
ahs nf,n of Bengal, only held by th/ n- 
iicuiar^l Holwell, without pir- 

'Ofhorfeanrl 'bn Zemindars, (officer! 

fome of wh fcittctcd through the prorince!, 
theft are “nfiderable land-holder! I 

'belt lanrit"",h ^ "'“t" the real value cf 

Rajahs ’ “ “’■* ''“'=b atn btld by th! 

tbe^r^nc'cofRsf 'n' 

of the caDitaf M“''’S'J‘?S°'’"""'n'’'°''bornea! 
nabobfl)ip/towh^'^*5’!vo*'?o’ ftfn'nl petty 

P owns and diKnfts already ceded ra 



[ >73 1 ' 

sby the treaty of 1760, and the diftticts ceded 
y the treaty of I75^» aU held by a woft ptcca- 
loti? tenure, wh'dft this war with the governmenc 
libfifts. 

“ Tofum up the whole, fays he, we venture to 
[late our credit and veracity on the aflertion, that 
the two provinces of Bengar and Bahatj wilfully 
yield a rc\*cnue df 13,760,0001. fterling ; if it 
yields this under a delpoiic and tyrannic govern- 
ment, in times of peace and curfency of trade, whac 
may wc not expeft more from its improvement 
under a mild and BrltiCh one. To conclude, we 
tepeat if vjii (\\Qu\d fucceed in the auetapt> great 
and glorious will be theBrltifli name in thofe parts> 
and immenfe the gain to the company and nation j 
if we fail, nothing remains but to obtain a lading 
peace on almoft any terms ; for if the war conti- 
nues much longer on the pfefent ineffeftual and 
expenfive footing, the company cannot poITibly 
fupport it 

We Ihould thinlt ourfclves wanting' to our en- 
gagements to the public, in regard to the tranfac- 
tions in India, in which the late general Lawrence 
has aflcd fo confpicuousa part,did we omit to pay 
a juft tribute to his ’menwry, in exhibiting at one 
view the military virtues and conftant fervicei ol 
this brave, aflive and cspericnced commander 
J he narrative of his own campaigns is full of in- 
ftruilion, though written in a camp, and with tha 
precifion and energy svhich diftingulfties the cha 
racter of a foldler. General Lawrence firft intro 
duced military difcIpHne amongft: the company’ 
troops, who before he caught them thefc (kilfu 
manocm*resand evolutions that have ever fince In- 
A a futed 
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fared fucccls to the Enghfh againft the nativts, 
V’brc defpifcd even by the Indians, \Vho had loi^ 
before now rooted them out from the peninfulacf 
Indus, had they rcmntticj In the fame ignorancs 
of the art of w.ar, in w hich he had found them. 

As early as the year *730, the French opeAcda 
feene of troubles, nod intellinc uits in India, h» 
taking put in the dilpuics of the Nabob Mahomet 
Ally and lupportmg the clairtis of 

competitor^. 

Nizam Almuluclv, V ceroy of Dcckan, accord- 
\ mg u his right of nominating a viceroy of th; 
Carnatic, now more generally knO\tn by the name 
of the Nabob oF Arcoc, appointed Sadei Aly Cawh, 
I'ht) was fucceeded by his nephew Deuil Alj 
Cawn, who governed m the year 174D. , 

Chundafaib, a man of an obfeure origin, Mitli* 
out fortune and connections, but endowed by na-* 
tu'^ewith talents and a capacity that made ample 
amends for thefe accidental advantages, had the 
..command of a fmall diftnfl of country, and could 
bring about an hundred horfc into the field. H® 
fcrscd under the governor^ of the Carnatic, "htf 
lijnfiblc of his merit and grateful for his fervices, 
married him to one of his daughters. 

i he kirgdom of Trichinopoly was then under 
the (nmoo government. The king dying left no 
children, and .appointed his brother’s fon to fue- 
led. 'J he dowager queen, fupported by her two 
bribers put in a chim to the regency, till her d- 
<wnr brother’s fon was of a fit age to reten. There 
w as a third party formed by a relation of the de- 
ccaieu King. Nvhn demanded the throne as his 
a I > ani brought a large army to fupport hi* 
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pretennon'i. Thejang^ party was foon t]wow 4 
DOt of the compeiinon, and the difpute cuminued 
[JetwGen the queeivand the king’s relations. The 
aucen applied to the Nabob of Arcoc, and he came 
Co her afliftance, and with him Chundafaib, as his 
general who managed ’affaits fo well, that having 
weakened both, he formed a ftronger party for hmi- 
felf, and waited wjth patience fill his fcheme was 
ripe for execution. Under pretence of a vifit to 
the queen, he introduced himfelf and fume troops 
into the town, gqi poiTeffion of ii, put to death all 
the different competitors, plundered and Imprifoijed 
the queen, who, hndingno rcfource left, poifoned 
herfclf \ firft burningthcAlcoranon which Chunda- 
faib had fwore that his only views in'this vlfic was 
to fliCw marks of refpect. Thus the government 
of Ihe kingdom of Trichinqpdly was changed in 
1738, and dill continues under the Nabob of Arcor, 
who commonly gives it to one of his famUy. ' 
In the year 174.0, the Matattas invaded Arcot, 
and ovenhresv Ueuft All Cawn m a batilewhich 


cofthimhis life. On this tragical event hit fon 
fled to Madrafs, and then obtained the protection 
of Mr. Uehyon, then governoV, Soon after he 
received a grant from thctviccroy of Dcckan, ap- 
pointing him Nabob of Arcot, but in the year 
17;4, he was treacheToufly ipurdered at a fead 
made by his brother-in-law at Velioure, 3 /iron? 
fort ti\ clve miles from ^rcot. ° 

Chundafaib remainc) at Trichinopolf ti!! the 
year 1741, when the Maiattas camea ftcond lims 
into the country btfieged the town, got oocoffion 
of It, and took him prifoner. He wt- c-rri-d 
Vhc Matattas capital and thenoonlned cS 
Az 2 
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J^izam Almuluck, viceroy of the-Deckandjittg* 
the fame year, left four funs. Though the fuc- 
ceffion in this country is not hereditary, yet It coni* 
monly runs in the fame family, specially when 
the furvivQrs have power to make good their pre* 
tenfions, and money to fccure the Mogul's appoint- 
luenc. T he eldeft fon was then pay-mafter gene- 
ral to the Mogul, the fccond man in power, ncit 
to the vizier, in this mighty empire having per- 
haps more ambitious views he refufed the viceroy- 
alty of the Deckan, and made over his intcreft to 
his next brother Nazirzing, who was appoinieJ 
by the Mogul Shaw Hamct 
Muzaplierzing who laid claim to the Carnatic 
having engaged to have Chunda Saib rcIcaM 
rom his confinement, the general promifed on hb 

eing fet at I^erty to go to Pondicherry, and in- 
fluence Mr. Dupleix to aOia, and fupport Mu»* 
pherzing's preienfions. • 

Chundi Saib, «as no fooner free from tiis 
ftackler than he (et out for Pondicherry, and by 
ftme prefents and large promifes, inflo/nced Mr. 
^upknt whofe predominant paffions were ambition 

nndavanee; andnhenMozapheraing was ready 

he vas j„,„,d b p hundred French and a tram 
cot , H //• ‘h.y m.archedfar At-: 

of Arror Aoaverdy Can n, nabob 

eldfl^ Ws life. Hit 

tbe beft „ ’ ; ftc“nd made 

Jher.’"=de, r “revenge hFs 6- 

vlF- 'tbefr-?=^s Fr;:^p:r 
rvhe..Muaaph=raiFnp^S'c?hunda“t'i^ 
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lob of Arcot. They remamed quiet atPondicherryi 
ill Admiral Bofeawen favlcd for Europe, aoedaf- 
figtomove lillheNvas outof fight. The day after,' 
Xloberai, J74-9. they took the field and ralfcd 
ioutributiona all over the country. The French 
commanded by Mr.L.avv,thc f?imous projeftor’s fon, 
narched and laid fiege to the capital of the king 
)f Tanjour, who retufed to acknowledge Muzap- 
irrzing nabob of the Carnatic. The French a- 
fraid to venture an alTaule, tho* the people of the 
town were reduced to their laft barrel of pow'dcr, 
confented to ralfe the fiege, on receiving dome- 
lacks of roupces in ready money, and a bill for 
feventy-five lacks more ; after one day*s march tho 
French returned, infiftlng on a funi of money for 
themfelves, but the king of Tanjoro having receiv- 
ed in that time a re-inforcement of fcapoys and' 
punnets, refufed their demands, but having got 
intelligence of Naacramg’s match towards Ar» 
cot, m order to pumih *ihc French nabob and 
Chunda Saib for their rebellion, they raifed tho 
fiege a fecond time in good eatneft and retired to 
Pondicherry in January 1750. 

Mahomet AU Cawn, the lawful pretender to the 
Carnatic, haddefired the anillanceof the EngUrti. 
Juftice and policy requirctfto put a fiopiothe pro- 
prefs of the French, whofe opprefiive power mud: 
at laft have proved our ruin. This determined 
the haft India company’s fervants to proteft Maho« 
met All Captain Cope was therefore fent 

with a detachment tn Ttithonn^l^, a.tyi I'i'.o.ed. 
Nazirzlng at Waldore, who conferred feme Im nours 
upon this officer, and appointed Mahomed Aii 
Pawn, M ^0 was tyith him, to facceed his father as 
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nab^ of Arcol and Tnchonopoly Mu^3p^e'c^ 
and Chanda Saib, marched out of Pondi^herr) «»!; 
Iheirarmy, and 2000 commanded by Mr IJair- 
Ml, with a large trim of artillery , and a numcrj3 
body of fcapoys 1 hey took poft at the earnd 
e ire of Nazinng, at whofc repeated intrcat t>, 
l^jor Lawrence, who bj modelling the compaaji 
roops, after the. bsfl difciplined veterans, h 1 
given a high opinion of his knowledge in then 
^ Indian forces, marched with fi 

«i.indred men accompanied by Mr WeHcot, R- 
’ i'^***’ 'icommifiion to treat with tU 

^ which they were afliftedhj 

tajptain Dalton ^ ‘ 
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) as he pkafed, he was ready to Support hM 
The French were entrenched and had 20 pieces 
cannon-, Nazcrz»>^S had 800 The officer whd 
implanded his artillery was an Iriffiman, for thtf 
ttjvcs jn general ati engV 

:Jr, Major Lawrence finding fault with the dif" 
>ru‘'n of the arcUlcry, which Was in a hollow* 
here the cannon were hid, he gravely replied* 
Dl> you think lahi mad,toexpofchis excellency’s 
cannori, by placing it on a rifing ground.” 

The two aVmiei. were fo near, that the next day 
ley cannonaded, and were dfaWn in battle array» 
In this fituattond mcfrengcrcame to major Law- 
ince from Mr. Danteuil to acquaint hifti, that 
‘ although they were engaged in different caufes,' 

‘ yet it was not his defign, nor his inclination* 

' that any European blood (hould be fpilt ; but as 
‘ he did not. know the poft. of tho En^Vdh, fhoolA 
' any of his ffioc come that way, and hurt the 

* Engllffi hi could not be blamed,” the majoi' 
ent him foranfwer “that he had the honour dl! 

* carrying the Englilh colours on his dag gun,' 
i which if he pleated to look out for, he might 

know from thence, where the Englifh were poft- 
'• ed,” and he affured him he ffiould be alfo very 
I6th to fpill European blood ; but if any {hoc came 
May, he might be aCTured he would return 
them. , 

To know whether major I awrcnce was in ear- 
neft, a ihot was fired from their battery, over -the 
heads of the Englilh auxiliaries^ the major ordered, 
three guns to anfwer it, and faw them well point- 
ed. Mr. Danteuil, feeing him refolved not to 
look tamely on, and probably fcadng the fucesf^ 
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fa^ an aftionj thought it more prucient retirS id 
the night. For the greater expedition he left !«♦ 
hind him eleven pieces of cannon with pare of th 
men who ferved his artillery, the better to conce*! 
his defign. 

Nazerzing, having immediate notice of his rt^ 
treat, foon routed Muzapherzing’s forces, and ftl* 
ling in with the unfortunate French gunners, hft 
behind as a facrifice, he cut moft of them to piece*. 
Major Lawrence faved with his men as many a' 
he could, taking them by force from the hahdsof 
the Moors, and ordering the furgeons of hisar* 
iny to drefs their wounds, took all the care d 
^em, that humanity required, In return Mf« 
Dupleix wrote a long proicft againft major La’** 
rence, for making French fubjefls prifoners h 
time of peace. 

The fame night a large detachment of Marattas, 
Irom Nazirzinff’s camp, ^commanded by Mararo^r, 
^ intrepid chieftain, was fent in purfuit of Mr- 
Dantcuil, who formed his men into a fquare at their 
approach. Mararow attacked and broke it 
only fifteen men, imagining his whole party in hi> 
rear j but feeing his danger in beincr furrounde*.!) 
he opened his way throygh a thick battalion of tin 
ihe'at'tacl* l>aving loit the other nine ir 


. On the retreit of the-Prcncharmy. Muzaphtt 
2ing lubmitted and implored the mercy of his ut 

Srfeix '>'P'"dance was on Mt 

IJupkii, tetre^ed with the French to Fondi 
cherry. Mr. Duplein after this difgracc wrote; 
long letter to Naziizing, which he would not opei 
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ut In tlie.prefence of major Ciwrenco. TliOUgfi 
t pretended fubrntdiofi to the viceroy, he had 
le prefumption to diftaie to him, and infift^thac 
one of the family of Anavcrdy Cavvn, fliould ever 
overn the province of Arcot. 

Mr. iTupIeix, at the very time that he treated 
)ublicUy for an accommodation, concerted fecrec 
ncafures with t^azirzing's prime mlnifter, and 
he nabobs of Cadapar, and Condanorc for the de- 
Iruftion of tile viceroy of Decban. Thefc nabobs 
vhofe territories lay m the kingdom of Golconda, 
lad in ilieir pay^ number of PaiSns efteemed very 
ifeful in alhiiruiauons and other a£ts of vilbiny. 
Major Lawrence was informed of this confpitacy, 
ind defired hiS interpreter, to acquaint Nazirzlng 
with his primc«mini(ier's treachery, but the Im- 
guift durlt not accufe a perfon who had engrofled 
al! the authority of his mifter. 

Thfe inftructions of major Lawrence to Nazir- 
zing Hereto obtain an additional dlftnft for the 
company round Madrafs, which he frequently pro- 
mifed, and had certainly petformed, had not hts 
prime minifter, who was in the- French intereft 
contrived to ftart a number of difficulties in adjuft- 
ing finally this affair. 

The more w‘c urged agoinff his rtiatcb to Ar- 
cot» the more his favourite preffed him to it*, oUr 
temoval ftom him wa4 the great object of the con- 
fpirators, who hsd refoli^ed h»s rulrt. 

General Lawrence finding all his endeavours 
fruitlefs agairtll ills Viceroy’S '' fatal determina- 
tion , zhe Hngfhli marched to their fettfements 
and Nazirzing to Arcot^ where lulled to a fc- 
cUriiy, he ga\e hunfelf up entirely to the pUa- 
B b fares 
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he was fondeft of, women and liu^t!\ 
Nothing was omitted by his perfidious ck 
mies to amufe him, and tals-c off 1 is aiten 
from bufinefs, or whatever might lead toad^ 
covery of the dcfi^ns which were carrying c' 
againft him 

The Frtnch having defeated the detachoc. 
of Marrattas* who were encamped near Peru 
cherry, with their ufual lupinenefs^ they 
took the field with Chundafatb, and marcE* 
td for Truidi, a fortified Pagoda fiiuatedabc^ 
fixteen miles weft of Fort St David’s, ofi'l't** 
they got poftemon 

The Nabob Mahomed Alh Cawn, who haJ * 
tended Nazirzing to Arcot, defired a party from 
the Lngluh army to oppofe and punilh the Frc*'^” 
and Chandafaib , and at the fame time apphfJ 
n (ram of artillery Captain Cope, with 400 cl 
niilitary, and a body of fcapoys marched to hisaf 
iilnncc, and in conjumftion they moved towar^i 
the enemy . At that time major La^ rencc'c-* 
pres ented trom taking the field himfelf, bemgob 
^ vacant by the remos ^1 ^ 

r Iloycr, till Mr baunderswho was appointci. 
to fotcetd couH coTtc from Vizignpatam Sow 
tfer his arrival the major embarUd for I ngla’''' 
V h'rc he rcccised the thinks of tho court of D 
Imln," ■ 1 ™'"= ”=nlpl= hrft roufeit h 

denrr '1"'' '"‘"'"g}’- tmd byhisprJ 

'rntrTv nh He « as not F 

nfttrvardc Jtrd fet \i nh dnmonds, aswtt 

the tir/l cl ^^t'tt. ' ho learned from hr® 

Old elcni-nts of tsar . but he enjoyed the kct. 

hjp 
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iappinefs and fatlsfaftion to have merited. Greater 
ewards, without cenfure and reproach. 

^The Nabob Mahomed Ali Cawn for want of 
nagazinesand paoney, being unable to march his' 
,rmy between the French and Pondicherry, and 
he expences of the expedition falling entirely upon 
he company, captain Cope had orders to return, 
['he very night after, the French and Chundafaib 
ttacked the Nabob in his camp ; it could not be 
ailed a battle, but a root ; the troops inftead of 
ghting, ran away in fmall parties, and every 
hrngfell into the viaor’s hands; even the Nabob 
•ith difficulty made his efcape almofl: unattended ' 
a Nazirzihg. The enemy followed the blow and 
artly by threats, partly by fair proiriifes got pof- 
effion of Gingee, a place ftrong by nature, a’nd 
rt according to the Eaflern manner, 

.heyfecured their new conquefts by a ftandino ear-' 

n^artmery^' n 

Nazirang alarmed by the lofs of GInghe. march- 
d immediately from Arcot to re-take Uiat impor- 
»nt place declaring he would fucceed or 'never 
-mrn. He furrounded the fortrefs with his army • 

ewar Th.*^ unde? 

V T They were to etiack part of the camn 

hieh the Nabobs ofCadcpah andCondanore oocf 

efida '"'‘■■“a'ons to make no 

iftawe. The Nabobs had engaged on 'their oar^ 

he"daTr“T?!”‘'"‘"g “PP'tarance on 

e alarm. The attack was no fooner beann k .. 

he two Nabobs went direflly toTazS’^tem 
nd m-etinghimas he came out, they intrnfeJ 
■m to mount his elephant, and puniflr^the rebds ' 

The 
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The unfortunate prince was difpofing himfelf to fcl* 
lo\v their advice, when the (Iroke was given, the 
one (tabbing him with a poignard, while the othtt 
(hot him \^uha piftol. His hand was levered frora 


his body, fixed on a fpear, and brought 10 his 
vho being ipamediately 


j , 

nephew Muzapherzing, who being 
rclea^fed, and mounted on his uncle's elephant, was 
proclaimed through the camp viceroy of the 
deckan. So general was the confternation, that 
every body thought of faving themfcives, not 
knowing who were friends or enemies. Tbs 
French puflied their way to Nazirzing’s tent, where 
^Yas found an immenfo treafure in money and jew- 
els, bv whirh man^f .U-r_ / . jj|j[ 


. , inuucjf 

eis, by which many made their fortunes } 
none comparable to that of lylr. Duplex, which 
by all accounts, was not to be equalled at .that 
time by any fobjea m Europe. 

To prostrate the memory of this infamous victor; 
which the French had boafted of as fuperior to any 
thmg'recorded in hiftory ; Mr. Duplclx nCar the 
place where the maflacre was committed, cauftd 
a town to be built called DupIeixFereabat. the 
was defigned to 

uc erected m the market place of Pondicherry. 
\ >in 3 pqmpous Latin Infcripfiort, giving an ac-, 


r-n, . ' Lsdn Infcripflort, giving an at.-, 

count of the engagement. ,vith an extravagant 
Pra* of the Fiend, valour. ' Captain Clive, a 
''''= Prayinco of Arcot, 
on xr-t,- defiroyed the . monument 

Th'c pdlar was to have been ereCted. . 

Ths 
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■The army of thofs civilized ruffians' and fretf 
hooters, returned to Pondicherry, in January 1751, 
ivkh a moft fumpiuous train ot the princes of the 
Deckan, and' divided the fpoil. Muzapherzing 
ieclared Chanda Salb, nabob of Arcot, and all its 
dependencies, and affociaced Mr. Dupleix in the’ 
got eminent \\ ith himfelf. This imperious French 
upftart affijmed on this the ftate and formaiiucs of 
an eaftern prince. He held his durbar or court 
hke a Mogul prince in the palace at Pondicherry, 
and foffered neither the natives nor his own coun- 
trymen to approach him, without a prefenc after 
the eaftern manner. He mounted his elephant and 
was proclaimed nabob. * 

Mahomed Ah Cawn efcaped, with the uimoU 
difficulty, and without attendants; he happily 
reached Trichinopoly, notwiihftandmg the great 
fearch made to feize his perfbn. It was agreed 
at Pondicherry, that Chanda Saib fiiould raifc an 
larmv, and affifted by the French, endeavour to 
^raake good his appointment to the government of 
(Arcot under Mr. Dupleix, 

Muzapherzing began his march for Aurenga- 
^d, the ufual refidence of the princes of the 
peckan, accompanied by Mr. Bufly, at the 
head of 600 French, 3000 fcapoys and a large 
train of ariiUery, On the road the two nabobs 
pf Condemofc and Cadapah, jealous of the 
new Viceroy and the poiver of the French, and 
nor chinking thcmfelves lofficiently rewarded 
for their viUa'ui,^^ TjrArjiRilryL T.n. njuo’.a.'gts. ihaf.. 
produced an engagement, in which Nazerztng 
has in feme meafurc revenged by the death 
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cf -Kis nsphsw, the chief of the conf^m* 
tors. 

■The nabob of Condemore loft his life inti* 
encounter. . ■; 

The next day the chiefs of the army pr> 
claimed Sallabatring brother to Nazirzing, vi«i 
roy of the Deckan. At this time the troubb 
at the court of DelU, prevented the Mogul to 
fettling the affairs of the Deckan j in the inter* 
im he appointed Gauzdey Cawn governor cf 
that province, and this ntw prince confiraiei 
l^Iahomed Aly Caivn nabob of Arcoc. 

Captain de Gingines, a Swifs officer, at ths 
head of 500 men, colleflcd from all' the En^* 
lifh fettkments, was fent to obferve tha moti- 
ons of Chundafaib and the French. He atwei^ 
«d the fort ofVolconda without fuccefs,* 

Ills army, after fome lofe was obliged to i** 
lire. ® 


Major Lawrence in Kis narrative of the 
on the cosft of Coromandel, has {he«n i’h 
knowledge of hilic and fortifications, ' by- 
maps annexed to |iis dcfrription of the country 
he mentions that extraordinary rock 
land in the middle of Trirhinopoly. and is a- 
out 300 feet high. On the top of it is a pi* 
goda. \%hich was of Ilngubr ufe to him In d-s 
v.-ar us height commanding as far as Tanjorc, 
«mch IS forty miles; hzre was conftantly Hid* 
Knni-f? “ telcfcope, Mho gave tl>i 

■j* ^ ' f fignals 4 nd writing on account cl 

thar motions. The major laments 

?nac the phm of Trichinopoly, .once crowded 
•’ ' ■ ' 'tuih 
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tmb villages and plantations; has been 
the \\ar made a defart. 

took in the year i74<?» iheFortofDavecota, 
rwhich belonged to the king of Tanjore, the pof- 
'feftion of which enabled us to fupport the nabob, 
and king of Tanjore, who wasfo plcafcd to fee it 
In the binds of the company, chat he annexed to 
it a little territory ; he computes the revenues of 
this fmall UngUom to a milUon ftcrling. The king 
'found his intereft to be a friend to us, and the na- 
bob during the v-ar, as he knew well the French 
wanted his country as a moft benefical acquifition, 
•bendeshe luted the French, fince they had laid 
fiege to his capital j it was alfo the intereft of thtf 
linghlb to Vive in amity with the king of Tanjore, 
,as his country was the only communication ive had 
left with the coaft, whilfc the French had ihe fu- 
psrlority in the peninfula. 

The kings of Maifibrc and Tanjore, had joined 
the Englifh, when MajoV Lawrence landed from 
England the iflh of March 1752. On ihe 17th he 
joined captain Clive, juft ready to march with 2 
party to Trichinopoly, and took the commarld of 
the company’s forces. After having given fomd 
mo‘'e particulars of this gallant officer’s military ope- 
rations, We (hall inform tRe reader, of lord Clive’s 
regulations on his arrival in India. 

The fuccefsful expetiition of Mr. Clive into 
the province of A rcot during the abfence of the 
major, had probably made the young commander 
vain of the name he had acquired by this profpt:- 
Tucft ^-mipa’ign ; w’nciner’his equa'is w'ere envious 
of his fortune, or that he began to treat them 
With an arrogam fuperionty, the majority of of- 
ficers 
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Seifs afid foldiers exprelTed a great joy at t^ic «• 
turn of their favourite leader, whom they revcifd 
8S the only man fit to command them ; though !i{ 
took no notice of an anonymous letter herecciveU 
yet it convey’d the, difguft fome part of Mf< 
Clive’s conduct had given to feveral officers, A 
copy ofit has been communicated to the editor by 
a gentleman who ferved at that time in * 
military capacity in Bengal. It is as folloV/s, 

To the honourable major Lawrence, commankf 
in chief of the honourable £aft India compan) s 
forces. ' 


“ S I R< 

“ \Ve moft heartily tongratulate you as 
as ourfclves upon your fafe return to India } 
v/e think ourfelves happy to ferve again under J 
commander fo juftly entitled to our tefpeft and 
confidence; though we claim no other merit s* 
officers than to have done our duty in all the van* 
ous departments of the military fervice, and are 
fenfible how fubordinaiton is necefiary for carry* 
ing on operations wiih fuccefs'and unanimity; 
cannot dilTcmblc our Ibrprizc and difeontent W 
fee a man, who, till lately has emerged from ir; 
obfcuilty of a counting houfe into the field of he* 
nour< preferred by favour to an honourable conv 
•maml, to which fcveral of us had a prior right by 
feniotity, and we may truely fay a knowledge jnt 
experience acquired in divers campaigns, befo'/ 
Ins name V as even mentioned as an officer. 1^^ 
unbecoming haughtinels and want of regard 



[ iSp 1 

ur opinion in meafures carried on without eVert 
nimatmg his defigns, but to his friends and con- 
dbnts, is a contempt wc will not fubmlt to. We 
ope you will make hnn fenfjble of his illiberal de- 
lOrtment, and that whatever idea the honourable 
ompany might have of his great exploits, there 
; none of us but were capable to conquer a pro- 
ince, which the enemy abandoned with ^diigrace 
.nd pulilanimity, leaft the fcrvice Hiould fufFer by 
lor divifionsand animofities, we think it confident 
I’ith prudence not to fign pur names. We hope 
his ge.ntleman’s preferment will not ferve as a pre- 
:edenc, &c.‘’ 

Major Lawrence in his narrative gives a hint of 
this letter, attributed to an olficcr who has fine© 
“aifed to the command of the company’s forces. 

' Major Lawrence did every thing that Ins .pru- 
dence and his fagacity, required to prevent the 
fatal effefis of tliac fplnt of divifion which had un- 
happily crept in among the officers of the , com- 
pany, fo that many opportunities and advantages^ 
had been lofi, which gave the princes of the coun- 
try, leagued againft us, a very contemptible opi- 
nion of our conduft. 

The major in his marcU»to Trichinopoly, had a 
Ikirmtfh with a detachment of the enemy’s ca\'alry 
commanded by_AlIum Cawn, who was killed in 
the'encountcr, and above 200 of his men ; on 
which they retired with the red of their army ; the 
rfrench. brjncgriv^ lup ^heir. tjx., •nru’/'.di. 

, their c^mp, and left the major continue his 
^ inarch unnoticed. ^ 

5 He waited on the Nabob Mahomed AlU Cawri, 

the miiirorc general, and the reft of the alliance, in 
C c order 
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order to fettle the plan of operations for the erfo- 
ing campaign. The company’s forces confiftcd cl 
I'.’oo Europeans and Topafles in battalion, 200 
leapovs in the Englilb .pay, and the army of ihf 
allies amounted to 1500 horfe, and loobofooi. 
There it vas agreed to attack the enemy iniisir 
camp, and in cafe they flsould retreat to Sericgit 
IHand and decline an engagement, to tahe fud 
meafures as entirely to cut off their commun“J 
tion with the country, which they eff*e£led fwi 
after, and obliged them to furrender for want of 
provifions. 

Ready and refolute as the Indians appear i" 
councils, they arc ever dilatory and fupint: 
ecution 5 tied down to fupcrfiitious rites, fadsaH 
feafts. aurpiclous and lucky days : nothing 
tnulates them to a^ion, till thefe ridiculous cuf 
toms "and ceremonies ar.s complied with, wK ' 
leldom happens before the opportunity Is loff. 

The army undrr* Mr. L.aw conliffed of 
Europeans, Topafles and CoffVees"; 180 
fcapoys,^ and above 17000 black cavalry and b- 
fsntrv, in all above acooo. 


1 he T opaflci arc the defeendants of the her* 
tuguezewho firff fetded In India, and matrid 
w ith the natives.ihcy differ very little in colour 
the Indians ihemfclvcs. from wlurh nrg diOm' 


t i l- •''•“‘.'''’'"'■/‘■‘'oervery little in colour 
the Indians themfclvcs, from which they are ou-- 
guifhcd by WMrIog hats. Coffrees Is become t^ 
general name for all negroes, w ho arc brought t 
India from the Cape, the coaff of Guinea, an 
chiefly from Madagafcar. They are brave ar 
Ikadj in th- 

u that captain Clive, wli 

^ had been font by major Lawrence with a flro'’: 
detachrrert thr mh.... lU.. _i- .. . ^ . 
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cut oJF ths communication of the enemy AvUh 
rvdichcrvy, was fliamcfully furprlfed, a fault • 
pardonable m a commanding officer, and coni- 
,tfcd a capital error, theconkquenccsof.his fu- 
iicnefs and fali'e fccurity. Finding ac Outatoor 
at the report of a convoy he went to Intercept, 
d been artfully fpread by the enemy, in order to 
awhim from his polbat Samiavemm, he rcfolved* 
return immediately to bis former ftadon, He“ 
rived near the Fagoda about eleven at night, and, 
iving ordered his men to tahe ffime red, after 
is long and fruitlcfs march, he retired to his pal- 
nUeen. 

The French, ignorant of captain CUve’s return, 
‘rived about four' in the morning at Samiaveram, 
here they found every thing as quiet as they could 
ilh : thjjir guides led them directly to the Fagowia. 
In their approach the party left there in the mor- 
Ing by captain Clive challenged, and were an- 
iVcred friends, by tome deferters of the hnghfh 
rmy. This contented tlis detachment who gucr- 
ed the Fagoda, nudaking the enemy for lomo of 
aptain Clive’s leturning party, and they werenoe 
onvinced of their error, till the fcapoys began to 
ire. 

Captain CUve awaked anl alarmed at the firing, 
an in great confnfion towards it, and imagining 
he French fcapoys whom he hadjoined, and were 
•uffiing into the Pagoda to be hw own troops, be- 
^an to reprimand them in the country language, 
for having given chefo falfs alarms. One of the 
Teapoys officers perceiving be was an Rnglifhman, 
drew his fword, and cut at him, which captain 
Chve parried by adv'ancing forwards, and receiv- 
C 7. ing 
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'mg the blow from near the hilt, another officer cl 
the Englilh feepoys coming to his affilhnc^ at 
down his afiallant, and dlftngagtd captain Clivt; 
who by this time, fenfible of his miftake, a'd 
with the fame good fortune that always accomp^ 
njed him, cfcaped the danger to which his osi 
imprudence and grols error had expofed him. Hr 
went afterwards in learch of his detachment, wheh 
he found under arms, but in the mean while ts 
• own party in the Pagoda was diflodged, and the 
Irench toolt pofleflJon of tlie poft. 

lie tried to recover by raninefs what he htd lot 
by his mifcondua. Having formed his deoeb 
menc with precipitation, he marched to the Fagott, 
and ordered the gate to be ftoimed : the offiett 
■who attempt^^ it waj received by a platoon ofdt 
enemy, who Lilled him on the fpot andmaiiycf 
IS party wantingly facrificed to the pride jeJ 
inadnefs of the commander. On this captain Clin 
thought neceffary to fend for large pieces of at- 
1, Frenoh commanding officer fte:.-g 

Inmfelf.rhreatcned with a handful o? men with at 
, f^ttg engines of a regular fiege in a por 
out oOhr‘pV'^'!f“;- It^vely endeavoured to iJlj 
in rk -^Suda fword in hand bur being IviUrt 

n the attempt with ro„,e peepit, 

(“"'"dared at difcretion. The i-rend 

pieces^ bvthe^^r'^*^ Pngoda rvere inhumanly cutw 

h l^an ore r"”” Monagec.^enetal 

Aprt and^rho Koiladdy%he ellid 

veyedihe ’river 'lia banks which cor- 

ftuvery mio Juj country, b} 

; mcani 
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means of artificial canals which are the fources of 
this kingdom’s nchts and feriiUty. 

At this, time the enemy were lo reduced for want 
of provifions, that the Indian army, on pardon and 
protection promifed by the Nabob of Arcoc, came' 
over to major Lawrence *s army in great numbers » 
one of theic generals, named Cooplaib joined him 
With a thoufand horfe, a large body of fcapoys and 
foUtteen ekplvmts. I hctC animals are often em- 
ployed by the Indians in the fieges of fortified pla- 
ces. When captain Clive wasbeheged in the city of 
Arcot, one of the gates was attempted to be 
forced open by elephants with large plates of iron 
fixed to their foreheads ; they turned furious from 
the musketry, and trampled onthofs who coniluc- 
icd them. 

Chundafalb difplrited and reduced to the greateft 
extremity, without money to pay his troops, im- 
plored the fricndfhip of Monagee ihe^Tanjore ge- 
neral, whom he thought a generous enemy , he 
bagged and obia.ned leave to pafs through his 
camp to TanjorCj but contrary to his faith and ho- 
nour facrcdly pledged, the momenrhe was in the 
power of Momgee, hewasmade his prifoncr. Me 
had no doubt efcapeJ to Tondicherry, but hevas 
apprehcnfiie Mr. Duplc'mwould aihpprove a {Up 
fo prejudicial to the Lrench intcreft 

The neve day, Ju'^ethe firtU the Nabob, ihe 
Maifiore and Maratta generals, Mo'^agee and co- 
lonel Lawrence, being afiembled, it was debated 
liow to difpofe of this sU-fated nnn. Cobnel 
Law fence heard their tlifficrcnt opinions, before he 
declared his own. 1 he Nabob and Monagee judg- 
ed it was an i.'npolnical and dangerous forueara-'ce 

to 
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' to ret at liberty the author of all their troubles ssd 
apprehenfions The IVJiiflbre general aiul Mira- 
row were for Invlng him in tretr poilcfiion. try- 
ing they could not agree, colonel Laurence sc^ 
tuated by fcntiments ot companion and human ty,'' 
prcfofed, to keep him corfintd in one of the cot.- 
pany’s Icitlcments this was by no means approved, 
and they parted without coming to any relclution , 
but Monagee m violation of the moft facred oaltSi 
without coni tilting the Nabob or colonel Lawrence, 
ordered him to be behcadtd on June the ihuii 
The head was fenc to the Nabob, and then b'inJ 
tied to the neck of a camel, was earned five 
tirnes round the walls of Trichinopoly, aiicrdci 
by^ioo.coo fpeftators. 

Thus fell Chundifaib the viflim of his uriro- 
derate ambition. ^ Succefsful critrcs and ufurpa* 
tions, not unavailing viftory create the admiratio'i 
• ot the Indians In private life, Chundalaib was 
humane, generous and benetolent. 

Mr. Duplcix in his memoirs, falfely alTcrts, th:t 
CO onel Lawrence himfelf ordered the death of 
Miundefaib, notwiiMlandmg that calumny 
Deen clearly confuted before. 

Thus Mshomed Alh Cawn was reinflatcd by 
rvbobniip of the Carnatic, 
he French became fo much ftreiahtent. I h'f 
Mant ofproviGons, ihnt Mr Law deUred colonel 
i- awTcnce s mediation with the Nabob, whointt 
T ‘i! ird explained to him the terms 

on which he was to lurrendcr. One of the ariicl > 
was, that the officers Ihould give their parole, not 
Mahomed Alh Cawn and his allies, 
which bung figncdbyMr. La.i, capta n Dahott 
‘ took 
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;ook pojTriHon of Serlngham, * and the French 
iTiarched out, being about 600 Europeans, and 
Joofeapoys, the relt of the allies availing them- 
kWes of the Nabob's clemency, feparated and 
difperfed. Captain Campbell with a party cfcortrd 
the p^ifoners tn b'oic St David. All the ponctll- 
ons of the NJ^bob being fecured to the Couth, Colo- 
nel Lawrence imagined nothing remained to make 
the peace permanent than to clbblith him in the 
foie and unmolerted enjoyment of his northern ter- 
ritories, where the only fort of confequence that 
would give him any trouble, was Glngec, ftill 
occupied by the French, Colonel Lawrence hav- 
ing obfcTved the backwaidneCs of Ins allies in 
aUilUng him to reduce the reft of the province, 
endeavoured in vain to reconcile the cliiefs, whofe 
rcfpe^live claims and demands diflblvcd a league 
' ^YIlofe objeft feemed to make the province of 
Arcot their property. , Cblonel Lawrence marched 
with the Nabob toTrivedy, where the enemy had 
left a fmall party, which furrendcred on their firlt 
fummons There the major left the army under 
the command of captain dc Gingin, being in fb 
bad a ftate of health, that he could not keep the 
field ! * 

Dupleix who had a genius fertile' in refources, 
and a pride which' fupported him m the greateft 
difiiculiies, never confidered the juftice of the 
caufe he cfpoufed ♦, he never htfitated about the 
means cfcompafting his end, when heibund ic, 
agreeable to the diftates of his ambition and ava- 
rice. His council was compofed of his own crea- 
tures who tras never afiembled to deliberate, but to 
obey implicitly his arbitrary mandates. He had 

mar- 
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inarricd a w'oman bom m the counrry, midrcfsc? 
all the low cunning peculiar to the natives 
fkilled in their language; and endowed wiih^ 
much fpirit, art and prule as himfelf 

On Chundafatb’s detith, he proclaimed R?/* 
faib his fon, Nabob of the province, and to 
he had an undoubted right to appoint v home! 
plcaftd to the government of Arcot, he ga^e c-t 
that the Mogul had fent hirnfanedsorcomniilTo"* 
declaring him governor of all this part of tc! 
Carnatic, from the river Kniftnah to the frt- 
Thefe faneds were proved to be a forgery, andilt 
whole contrivance detc^cd, in the mod 
manner, as will appear. 

The fuppofed mtflenger from Delli, was K 
ccived with all the honour and ceremony ufilalij 
paid to an ambafiador from the Mogul ; and w 
compleat the farce, Mr. Dupleix himfelf in 
country manner, with mbfic and dancing girUh®* 
fore him, mounted on an elephant, received "ito 
due reverence from the bands of the pretended arr* 
balTador, his commi/Iion from the Mogul, and in 

conrcqucnce of this impofture, gave out all orders^ 

from that time as a 'viccrov , he even kept hu 
durbar or court, fat on*a fbfa, and received p'*" 
fents from lus council as well as the natives, likes 
prince of the country; and he alTumed the chi- 
raflcr of fubah of thcDcckan. 

Mr. Dupleix finding that Chundafaib’s 
would be of little ufe to him, having neither mo- 
■^y nor interell in the country, offered the nabob- 
jhip of Arcot to the governor of Vclloure, Moot‘d 
Alli Cawn, a man of great opulence, every v-af 
fat for his purpofe. Under divers pretences h® 

s ‘ > <rrtt 
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i^ot from liim at different ,timcs; three lack of nl^ 
'^ees ; but the titular prince finding he was only 
amufed, and Dupleijt difappointed in his further 
Bxpeftations of the governor’s liberality, dban- 
0 oncd him to the reflexions of his folly and ere- 
'dulity. 

- ^ The governor of Madrafs having refoivcd to 
'attack Gingcc, which confifts of two towns divided 
by a wall lined with canon, and defended by five 
^rong forts, built on fire mountains of ragged 
;?ocU, well fupphed with all manner of llores, and 
iprrifonedby 150 Europeans, befides feapoys and 
^black people iri great numbers i colonel Lawrence* 
t?fvho was ftill very ill of a fever, fet out from 3t» 
David's for Madrafs, to fee the governor, and try 
|ff he could difluade him from this' ralh Attempt* 
v/ith 2 force inadequate to the fituatlon and the 
jrength of the place j erpecially as the Englilh 
fDid an enemy at chelr back, with a force fufficienc 
jU lead to' flop their convoys; adding that the lead: 
j^heclc would make an unfiivoufable impretfion oa 

minds of their fiuXuating and unfeitled allies, 
jand that the Nabob’s affairs required, fitft the 
ivaififtance of the company’s forces in recovering 
Miccs, where they were lu^e of fuccefs. ' The go- 
re-Tior inftcad of yielding to colonel Law rence’^ 
[uperior prudence and judgment, pcrfilled in 
ccfoKition, merely becaufe hfe had ordered a party 
fdr that enterpfue. 

Major Kinnecr was fent wirb a derachmentfrom. 
the army at Trivedy, of 2O0 Europeans ; the 
Nabob alfo fent his troops, above 600 horie and 
,1500 fcapoys ’They arrived before the place the 
'2<thofJuTy} a fummons avas fenr, which the 
• D d French 
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Ffench anfvs dred very ctvilly bj t^cr 1 
it for the 1 mg of I rantc, and was rcfoUed to d* 
fend It Soon after in*'Htgencc v\ 2 s b ojglit t^Xl 
party marched from Fondichcny, confillirg d 
200 LuropcansanJ I 50 ofeap 0 )s Major Kmrtf* 
judged It was more prudent to leave Gmgee, 25 
be had no profpert of fuccefs agatnft the phcc.i^d 
to nuec tht 1 rench to Keep hrs communicaa'’’' 
open The Frcncnwerc ported •’dvantageouflp 
Jeven pieces of cannon well difpofed in their fro^ 
ThcLnghni attacked them with great jntreptott, 
but were warmU received, and gailed by a br^A 
hre from behind the walls 

Major Kinneer endeavouring to reftify tb*b'-r 
der of an unfKtlful Frenchman, who comirandw 
the artillery and had been taken into the Lng*5“ 
fervice was wounded in the leo- and many 
men and olTicers killed, which obliged 
the end to retire, but in very good order Tb®' 
£nded the expedition againfl Otngee , and ms® 
Kinnecr was fcarce recovered of his woundj tl" 
his fpirit funk under this difappointmenr, and" 
carried off fome time after bv a fever and fiisx 

The French clevnted as ufuai by the IcitKuf 

cefs, joined the partj uh all the force they coJ- 
bring into the field l’he> marched clofe to d' 
bounds of Fort Sr David Colonel Laxrenc 
wasftjH at Madrafs, but having received an 
count of their motion, he fenc orders to the troop 
march out and encamp Capt’" 
M Swifswas alfo lent by 

from M.drafs i he party went iii boats, thoug 
colonel Lawrence had defircd they might b? T'" 
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i a ftVjp which was in the road, as well for the 
fetyasfor the eafe of the troops. 

Mt. Duplex on notice of the embarltaiion , fent 
fliip out of Pondicherry road, and took captain 
chaub and hts whole company, carried them to 
’onclicherry, where they were detained prifoners 
►f war. An aftion againft the law of nations, and 
n open violation of the peace tlicn fubfifting be- 
\Ytei> us and the Ffi^nch, though \te were ahics 
n difierenc caufes. Colonel J-awxence who (hll 
:ontinued III, on this intelligence immediately em- 
barked with captain Gaupp’s Swjfs company, on 
board the Uombay’s caftlc, the fitip he had afl^cdi 
'or the other party. He arrived at St. David's 
the 1 6th of Auguft, and took the field the nCAt 
day with 400 Europeaps, 1700 fcapojs,' 400a of 
the Nabob’s troops, and nine pieces of cannon. 
He found the euemy encamped within fight of 
him, and after reconnoitring their fituation, the 
colonel refolved to attack them the next morning, 
but they marched off that night to Bahoor. Colo- 
nel Lawrence followed them the nest day ard they 
iini retreated, till they came within three miles of 
Pondicherry. 

Mr. de l^rjesn, a nephew of Mr. Dupleiv< 
commanded his army. By his uncle's command, 
he protclled in a long letter againfl our hoftile in- 
vafion, forb'dding us 10 follow the prince of the 
country in his own territories. Idle abfurdity of 
thefe protefts, to which the Englilh had top long 
paid Come regard was glaring, (luce Mr. Hupleix 
had throv/n of? the mafic, taking captain Schaub 
afid his party prifoners. 

Dd a 


Colonel 
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• Coloael Lawrente was encamped at a Paga^, 
from whence he had a view of their camp, confilt* 
ing of 460 Europeans, 1500 feapo^s and 500 ca- 
valry. In hopes to bring them to an engagemsi't, 
Jie attacked their advanced poll atVfllenour.whcii 
being unfupported was driven into their bounds, 
where colonel Lawrence’s orders did not permit w 
follow them. 


Finding it impofliible to bring on an engagt* 
ment, he marched back and encamped at Bahoor, 
two miles from Fort St. David, to try if his rs- 
treat would encourage de Kcrjean to follow him. 
As no people are more elated* with the Icaft da«a 
of an inviting opportunity than the French, wl*« 
they have a: their head a man without fohdiiys 
experience and judgment, the colonel Jiopftit4 
feigned retreat might anfwer hisexpefiaiion c 5 ec* 
lively. Mr. Duplcix ordered de Kerjean to folk? 
^he tngUfli army, conjuring him to improve ths ft* 
vourable minute, and to avail himfcif of itw 
fears. In vain de Kerjean reprefented his om- 
jectures on the motions of the enemy ; though fcs 
guelTcJ the truth, he received a peremptory com; 
mand to march Immediately in purfuit of the £rg- 
hlh army, Mr. DupleW alTuring him, that he vas 
convinced they Would not fight. He expected d« 
Prince every hour with Mr. de la Touche, 
on his larrival to foperfede- him The Prince w-J 
a large French company’s ihip, with 700 men and 
prelems from the king of France for the Mogul, 
Salaba^ing and Chuadefaib. She was burnt m 
to India, and fcarce a man faved. 
obliged 'to obey, encamped r«t 
day wuhm mo of ,h= Englilh, and colore] 



t ?oy 1 

jiwreqc? m?dc a difpofiiipn for attacking him th^c 
ext morning. 

Colonel Lawrence ordered his httle arn^y to be 
inder arms at twp m the rporpmg *, they marched 
a great order and came up m arms to begin the 
track at break of day. They faw the French 
lattalion drawn out upon their left. The Englifh 
irmy then advanced, \shile they continued all the 
ime a %ery brilk fire from their cannon. The 
mall arms foon began, the Enghth advanced 
inng, and the French flood their grounds till our 
Davonets met. The violence of the attack from 
:he Englifli grenadiers and two platoons, threw 
the enemy into diforder, and foon after their 
fthole line w;is broke They then threw dowr\ 
their arms, and ran in the utmoft confofion The 
Nabob’s cavalry inflead of purfuing the fugitives, 
jvere employed in plundering the camp, whiclj 
gave time to many of the French to retreat tq 
Areocopony. The action however reflected equal 
honour upon the conduct and bra\ery of the Eng- 
hfh commander and his troops, Mr. Kerjenn, fif- 
teen officers, ^nd loo private men were made pri- 
foners , many more were wounded or fell in the 
engagement their artdlerv confifting of eight pie- 
ces of cannon, with all theit ammunition, tumbrils 
and {lores were taken by the conquerors who had 
an officer killed, four wounded, and feyenty eight 
men killed or s/ounded The Nabob highly de- 
jigbred at this Mctory, though difplcafed at the be- 
haviour of his o n people, returned with colonel 
Lawrence to St David’s, and his troops were can- 
^QOned at,l nvedy, during the monfoon, a feafon 

of 
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/of heavy rains and ftorm which begins in Septem- 
ber, and generally continue to December. 

The war continued till October 1752, v.h«n 
Gauzecly Cawn the elder brother of Salabatzing, 
whom the Mogul liad appointed prince of the 
Deckan, marched to take pofleffion of his g<> 
vernment , but he died in fourteen dajs after ms 
arrivalat Aurengabad, poifoned by his own lifter. 
After his death, the Mogul appointed his^ fon 
Shaw Abadin Cawn to fucceed. He accordingly 
informed the Nabob. Mr. Saunders and Mr. Du- 
pleix of the' appolntmenr, and raifed a 

laroe army to come and take pofteftions but he 
was foon obliged to drop that defign, the Mogul’s 
Tiffairs requiring hU prefcnce with the army at 
Delly^ Salabatzing now left at large at the ear- 
neft folUcitation of Mr. Duplelx, gave p\\ our fet- 
ilements to the northward to the French, who 
however for the prefent,, did not attempt to take 
polTefiion except of Dtvi itland. Mr. Hufty fre- 
quently quarrelled with Salabaizing, and as often 
alBfted him again v/ith his Europeans m collefting 
his revenues, by w hirh conduft he fomelimes pro- 
moted the intereftof the French company, always 
his own, and thereby Jaecafne one of the richeft: 
fubjefls m Europe. Colonel Lawrence having re- 
ceived Intelligence that the French were marched 
from Morarow, fet out from Fort St. David the 
lixth of January 1 753/ and joined Nabob and 
the Englifti forces at Tnvedj : his army confifted 
of about 700 Europeans, 2000 feapoj s and 1 00 of 
the Nabob’s cavdr) He had neither money nor 
sllies, except the king of Tanjore who promited 
very fairly, but never lent anj afliftance. The 

French 
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t^renchconfidingof 500 Europeans, 2000 fea^ys/ 
't troop of horfe, commanded by Mr. MaifUn, and 
4000 morattis, intrenched thcmfelvcson the banks 
of the river Paniar in light of Trivedy. 

On the ftrftof ApriU colonel Lawrence eroded 
v.’iih the main body of Europeans, a hollow way 
the prench had within their Ironr, and which they 
imagintd the Engklh couU not attempt to pafs. 
They were amazed at this a£l of intrepidity, and 
hiving given only one fire to the Englilh who 
marched on brifkiy, they ran away. They werd 
too well faiisfied with this advantage to purfue, as 
they had a convoy to take care of ; the men bc- 
•fides were almoft exhaufted with fatigue, having 
been under arms from three o’clock in the morn- 
ing ; and the day was fo excelfivcly hot, that fomc 
of the Europeans dropt dowm dead on the march, 
for want of water. • 

Colonel Lawrence was the fame day joined in 
his march by captain Polier and his company of 
Swifs, With this reinforcement he tried, if pofliblc, 
to attack the- enemy, who could not be brought 
out of their intrcnchmenls to an engagement. In 
conrequence of this rcfolotion he made a march 
nearer them. The grenadiers attacked an advan- 
ced ’party, and drove the enemy to their main 
body: their camp was furrounded with a parapet 
cannon ptoof, and wUh redoubts at proper diftan-* 
ces, mounted vdth 30 pieces of cannon, and a very 
broad ditch, with a glacis. The EngUlh canno- 
naded thtir camp /or fome time, but to no pur.^ 
codid nolVfing 

them to an engagement, arui that an afihiiU was 
imprafiicablc, the number of their Europeans be-* 
* ing 
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jn’g aimoll equal to his little army, he returned tS 
Trivedy, and captain Kilpatrick marched with d 
detachment to re-rake Bonnagery, which the encrpy 
abandoned in the night. Captain Dalton cvcrfince 
the lofs of his party, heal been ihut up in the fore 
bf Ttichtnopoly, and the cavalry ot the enemy 
fcouring the plain, prevented any provifions from 
doming in. He difpatchcd a meflenger to colonel 
Lawrence to acquaint him with the diftrefled fitua- 
tion of his garrilbn. Upon this intelligence, the 
colonel having left captain Chafe with 150 Euro- 
peans, and foo fcapoys forthe defence ofTrivedy/ 
He marched immediately to Tilchihopoly, through 
the Taniorc country. On his entermg the pro-* 
vlncci uie king feat his prime minifter Succogee; 
to compliment the Nabob and his allied.* On their 
arrival at Condore the 3dofMay, the king delired. 
to meet the Nabob and colonel Lawrence half 
way. They fet out with Mr. Palk. The king 
met them at the place appointed, attended by hisr 
whole court; .who on <he occaGon made a very 
magnificent and fplcndid appearance* Hewasef- 
corted by 3000 horfc, well mounted, end many 
elephants in filvcr trappings. After ccremonioufly 
paffing each other in their palankeens, the Nabob* 
and his allies were condfi^ied to a pleafant garden/ 
andilhcre received by the king, .under a pavilliort 
fupported by pillars of filvcr, elegantly covered 
and furnilhed. There the Nabob and colonel 
Lawrence renewed their alTurancts of friendfhip 
and protefbon, and all their former engagements; 
It was determined that the king Ihould fupporC 
the Nabob, anJ joia him lifxr jawrrdjy w'Jj.b 
horfc and 2 like nvmlrcr of fcapoys* After a rcr 
frertimcnC 
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^t^Himent oFfruits,'&c. they were difniifTeH wltti 
pl-efents of elephants, horfes, and ferpals, a rich 
dstfs of that country, and efcorted to their camp 
by a brilliant party of the Rajah's cavalry. ^ 

As the forces of Trichinopoly were of the utmolt 
cOnfcc^uence to the Enghlh interelt, colonel Law- 
rence remained with his troops in or near the place 
above a year, ‘without^ being 1 able to get three 
months provifions Into the firft.*’ ‘ ' ' 

The garrifQn> of Trivedy having made a fally 
upon ■ the ‘French who were encamped neat the 
fort, a whole party, which confifled of two officers, 
60 Europeans and two' companies of feapoys, was 
cither 'put to tlie fword, or made priloners of 
war. ^ ' t I : > 

The French now erected a battery, 'and began 
to cannonade thcplacb. > The garrifon was ftill 
fufficienc to make a good defence, had not a muti- 
ny arifen’, In which the men got pofieffion of the 
arrack in the garrifon, and, mad with liquor, ob- 
liged captain Chafe the commanding officer, 16 
capitulatei by which means he and all the reft of 
the garrifon were made^prifoners'of war. Thb 
gallant young man, whofe lenity had been attended 
with fuch disgraceful confequeuefis, was fo fenfibly 
affefted by his misfortune* that it threw him into 
1 fever; of which he died foon after at Pondi- 
cherry. >< 1 i ‘ ' 

Ballape a nephe wof Morrarow, general of the Mo- 
ralie^jhaViugbeen killed in a fkirmilh,‘colonel Law- 
rence who had known this young man, when he 
was on our fide, fent his bodv which was found in 
the fields, Mn hispalenkecn to his friends j he thought 
ihis-refpeci jufily due to fo gallant an officer, a 
• E e youth 
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youtK of great fpirit and courage, and an escelJcnf * 
horfcnian. Morrarow returned his thanks to the 
colonel for this Angular favour of a generous 
enemy. 

Colonel Lawrence having a large convoy under 
his care, and reached a place called the Golden 
Rock, determined to attack the enemy, who were 
fiiperiorin battalions, and if poflible to drive them 
out of the field, to finilb his march. The firft 
parly of-thc enemy had halted between the tuo 
rocks, and>Yas at a great diflance from the main 
bpdy. ' • ) , 

• So favQurablCjan opportunity was not to be loft. , 
He ordered immediately the picquet, grenadiers^ 
and four platoons to attack them. The officer* 
who was ordered for the attack, inllcad of follow- 
ing his orders, fenc the colonel word he could not 
execute them without cannon, and halted, waiting 
for it, On this meflage colonel Lawrence left the 
main body of his army, 'and galloped to the head 
of.th? party. Captain Kirk at the head of the. 
grenadiers, captain Killpairick ^^ith the. picquet,, 
and the colonel at the -head of four, platoons,; 
marched on, the line keeping in admirable order, 
in fpite of a very fmart fire from the enemy’s artil- 
lery, by which fome meh were killed, and m par-- 
licuiar captain Kirk at the head of his favourite 
grenadiers. Thefe brave fellows, by whom he 
was much beloved, could not fee his death with- ' 
out emotion. Captain KiUpatrick, who faw him- 
lelf and his men at a iland, immediately put him- 
felf at their head and defired them, if thev loved 
tlieir captain to follow him, and revenge his death. 
This animating fpeech had its defired effeit^ as they 
1 . ' knevir 
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knew tlie'fpirit and courage of their new leader 
The grenadiers rofe In dn ipftant, and attacked the 
enemy mth fuch fiiry, that they were unable to 
ftand the fliock. The mam body of the Enghfli 
army marched to improve this advantage, and 
purfued the blow. The enemy moved to the 
adiflance of their parry, but it was too , late. 
The bri/knefs of the attack gave no time for rally- 
ing, ‘but on the contrary the pannic fpre^ing 
through the whole, the French battalion ran off in 
great confulion -as far as a place called the Five 
Hocks j they ere feverely cannonaded in their 
retreat, and had the Tanjore cavalry done their du-, 
ty, few could Inve efcaped, The Englilh bad no 
more than forty men killed and wounded 5 the 
enemy above an hundred. i ' 

We cannot help mentioning in this affair a par^' 
ticular inftance of French impofture and effrontery. 
The oys with colonel JLavvrence's pallenkeen 
having Itraggled a little out of the line of march, 
were picked up by the Moraltas. It was the fame 
in which he had lent the body of Morrarow*s ne- 
phew, therefore the colonel defired the Moratia 
chief CO return it, offering to pay the price to the 
I'Orfeman who had taken ^ ; but the French had 
got it out of their hands and wouldnot fuffer them 
to fend it '•back, bur carried it to l*ondichcrry, ' 
where, by Mr. Duplcix*sorder,it was carried about 
tlietown in triumph. ’ At the fame time it was re- 
ported that colonel Lawrence was killed, and that 
the Englldi had lofl the viilory, of which the pa- 
lenkccn was a trophy. 

The flcknefs that prevailed In the Englifli 
army on account of the brackifb water they 
had been forced to drink, induced colonel L4w- 
E c ? icncc 
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lence'tomovc’lus cimp to thcKrcnch rock the firfC 
of September. He was joined by a reinforcement 
of 156 men and odicersfrom Europe, commanded 
by captain Ridge, and 300 fcapoys. This deter- 
mined the colonel to attack the enemy, as the 
Englilh army had not above three days provmons, 
and no convoys could comcsvhhout the rifk of an 
engagement. He thought it therefore more ad- 
vHcablc to attack ^hem, while he could be mafter 
of his difporulon. The enemy had thrown up en- 
trenchments on their front and rear. The Englilh 
battalion of fioo rank and file was ordered into 
three divifions 5 to march in the rear of each other, 
juft at a proper dlfiancc to form the line when ne- 
cedary. They marched September the 21ft, at 
four in the morning. Their front divifion, accord- 
ing to cudom compofed of the grenadiers, pic- 
ejuet and two platoons, were ordered to begin the 
attack. The enemy w?s fo much fiirprifed, that 
they even forgot to fire two pieces of cannon which 
they had loaded with grape ; and their infantry, fo 
great was their confufion, fired without any order. 
The linolifh got podedion of an .advantageous port 
called tlie Golden Rock inaninftant. After dif- 
mounting two pieces of cannon of the enemy, their 
front divifion being again formed, they marched on 
for the French battalion. According to the colo- 
nel’s expeflaiion, the beaten party carried the alarm 
' to the black troops in the camp of the enemy, who 
in crouds ran for fafety towards the French, and 
encreafed their ^iforder. Having pafied the 
black camp without moleftation, they were with 
the French in lefs than half an hour. The day 
began to dawn. Their cannon fired very briih- 
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Jy as the Engllfh approached; hut they forgot 
in the hurry to point them, fo little damage did 
ilipy receive. The EngUlh^ formed their Unc as 
they marched, and attacked ‘as they formed. 
Their right foon drove theieft of the enemy, and 
the center of their Hne was foon afterwards put 
into difordcr.; they attempted to rally and make 
a ftand again, toear a httle bread work, but 
were foon obliged to abandon it, leaving behind 
them their camp ftanding and all their artil- 
lery. 

Mr. Aftruc their commandanr, and fomc offi- 
cers were made prifoners. The Enghfh loft in 
this aftion about 70 men, and the french had 
near 200 lulled, wounded and taken prifoners. 
Colonel Lawrence received a flight wound in his 
arm, and captain Killpatrick, a Ihoc through his 
body ; concluding it mull be mortal, this gal- 
lant and magnanimous officer, would not per- 
mit any of his men to* Hop by him, but fent 
them on to join the vidlorious battalions in pur- 
fuit of the enemy. Some ftragghng Moratta horfe 
came up in the mean time, and according totheic 
barbarous cuftom, cut him with their fabres as 
they pafled, which would have been repeated 
by others, had not the fdrgeon, ;yho by accident 
faw him in that danger,, (laid and protedl- 
ed him till the fuccefs of the day cleared the 
field of tjie , enemy ; the Englilh -became after 
fhis adVion mafters of tbp plain, and had a free 
communication, with Tirchmopoly. The Tanjote 
cavalry, inftead of purfuing the enemy, were buly 
jp plundering their camp. 


The 
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The enemy had left a party at Weyaconda; 

. xvhich being attacked, the Dreach was Icarce 
praflicable, when the EngVifh feapoys perceivigg 
the enemy fteal off by another gate, clambered 
tip as well as they could, and cut to pieces the 
garrifon, confiftlng of aoo black infantry. 

The monfoon leafon coming on, the Nabob 
nnd colonel Lawrence fixed upon Kailfeddy,* which 
commands the pafs on Seringham ifland for the 
winter" cantonment of the troops. There they 
loft fix officers and a great many foldifers by 
ficknefs. The Nabob continued with colonel 
Lawrence, who wrote to the Precedency to fend 
Mr. Palk to Tanjore, to keep that court in tho 
EhgUnr intereft. He was a gentleman qualified 
in every refpedt for this commiffion, and had 
been employed there with fuccefs. Zuccajee» 
the King’s prime, mmifter, was in the intereft 
of the enemy} he had been brought over to the 
French caufe by a large bribe, and by his in- 
trigues removed Monagec, the general of the ar- 
my, from his mafter’s favour. Duplelx, whoftyU 
cd himfcif Nabob-governor, threatened aifo to 
bringdownSabatzingagainft us. 1 

The French, who ha^ received fome reinforce- 
ments from Pondicherry; attempted to furprife 
Tirchinopoly. They crofted the river Cauvery, 
tinder the command of Mr. Maifftn ; their for- 
ces were diftributcd according to the feveral 
falfc attacks they were to make upon the placel 
The real one was to bo made by the French 
battalion. They had 800 men, 600 were to 
efcaladc, and Mr. Matftin with" 200 more and a 
body of feapoys, to waiv event, pitpamV to 
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join an5 lecond tlie Srft party whert they had, 
got over the wall. '•They placed their ladders, 
and* mounted to the number of 600 on Ddlton’s 
bat*tery, without interruption, or the Icaft alarm 
inihegarriron. 

The guard appointed ror the batteries was 50 
feapoys with their 'officers and two European 
gunners.- The rounds had gone at iwelveo’cloclc, 
and found them prefent and alert. However,^ 
when the French came, they were moftly abfenc 
or \Yith the two European gunners afleep. The . 
French, perfuaded that firing alone would frighten 
the garrifbn, turned two twelve pounders on the 
hattery, * agalnll the town and difeharged them, 
with a volley of fmall arms; their drums beating 
and the foldiers crying out, Vive k RoU Captain 
Killpatrick was then ill of his wounds. The next 
officer in command came to him for, his orders j 
he bid him march inftantly with the plcquec re* 
ferve, and the fcapoys, who were nof ported, to 
the place where the attack was made, and , to 
order every man to his refpective alarm port, 
and not to ftir from thence on pain of death. 
The French after their dilcharge, came down 
from the battery ; and were between two walls. 
There was a flight gate in* the inner wall, which 
led into the. town. The man who was their 
guide, knew where -it tvas; they had two petards 
ready to clap to it* and at the fame time to a- 
mufe the garrifon • another party was to efclade 
the inner wall. The feheme was laid, and had not' 
the French petulance difeovered their defign, they, 
might have entered the tovm. Though the com-^ 
manding officer could not difeover the fituaiion of 
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tlie eneAy, yet he did not forget the gate, ori i/is 
flanks of v/htch he poflecl a number of men, with 
plentyof ammunition to fire from thence incenantjy, 
whether they heard or faw any detachment of the 
enemy ’or not'* and itwas luckily he did, for the guide 
and petardier were found killed within ten yards 
of the gate, with two petards. The efcaladcrs 
had fo far fljccccdcd as to fix ladders againft the 
Inner wall, and began to mount. The command- 
ing officer of this parry, preceded by his dojm- 
mer, were the firft who attempted to enter; the 
latter loft his life, and the officer receiving a {hoc 
at the fame time, was pulled tviihin the town. The 
frequent fiafties of fire, occalloncd by the brilknefs 
of th^ attack and defence,' were the only guide our 
artillery officer had to direct the pointing of his 
guns ; he loaded them with grape, and fuccceded 
lo well, as to fhatter the ladders, kill a number of 
men, and entirely difappoint their well concerted 
fcheme. They now only thought of making their 
cfcape, or fccuring themfelvcs from the fire. The 
firft w'as imprafticable, their ladders being moft- 
ly deftroyed, and they within the firft wall: fomc 
attempted leaping o 4 the battery into the ditch, 
but the greater number lay hid under the para- 
pet. The long wiftiea for day at Jaft came, and 
dtfeovered where the enemy were. They begged 
for quarter, which was granted them. They loft 
in that affair 364 Europeans taken prlfoners, 65 
of whom w'crc wounded, including eight officers, 
befides 40 private and fomc officers killed ; 
many more were carried off wounded, off 
lamed. 
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Colonel Lawrence fcnt iht next day' a rcdnforce^ 
^enc to captain Killpamck, as the niimber.of his 
prKoners was much greater than his European 
garrifon 5 and the enemy threatened the place 
with another general aflaulr. As a Ipecimen of 
Mr. Dupleix m'idefy hid icracity, fpcaLing of this 
inifcarrlage in his letters, he fays, il falUt 
dove fe fttner et merre in(c parlor- 

Thus ended the campaign of 1753* in which 
colonel Laurence ftiewed great tkiU and judgment ; 
he did all that could be doncagainft fo great a fu- 
psrlority of the enertiy. « 

Mr. BufTy with his army was Hill attending and 
iupporting Salhbitzmg to the northward. Shaw 
Abadin Cay.n, who had been appointed by the 
Mogul, prince cf the Dcckan, had too much 
employment on his hands as chief treafurer of the 
empire, to think at that time of making good 
h:s pretenfions. • 

During thefc tranfa^ions, the two governors 
Saunders and Dupleix had opened a negociation. 
After many altercations, it was agreed between 
theni, to liold a 'congrels at Sadrafs, a Dutch 
fetdement. , Accordingly commifTanes were ap- 
pointed ^ ^hofe on our •fide were Mr. Palk and 
Mr. Vanfirart. On thrirs father Lavour, fupetior 
general pi the jefuits in India, and Meffieurs de 
Ke^ean^and de Bauffet, who alicmbled at Ma- 
drafs, January 1754." 

The marquis Dupleix, who had been aflbeiat- 
ed by Salbarzing in ihc goicmmsDlo! ih& Vccksci^ 
was detciied of impollure and forgery. The 
grants he pretended to have received from the 
Mogul, appointing him governor from the river 
^ f Keftra 
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nade prifoners, lOO of which were wounded. Of 
the eight Officers four were killed, and tlirec woun- 
ded, four pieces of cannon and about 7000I. in 
money, with a laige convoy of provifions fell into 
the hands of the enemy. The French and their 
allies confined of about 30,000 men, and feveii 
pieces of cannon. 7 his was amoft heavy ftroke, 
few men efcaped, except ihofe whom, the French 
troops faved, and cyen thole bore tke marks ot 
their defeat. ^ ^ ^ 

I The command of the Englilh^feapoys was given 
to a Moor called N^lloure bubadan , lie firft raifcJ 
• a company of thtm in ourfervicc. Norman w^as 
better cyaaliSecl in every rcfpect for the poUw 
qtarrCi being an excellent partizm, well acquaint- 
ed with the country, with a courage and relolu- 
tion always guided by prudence anvl judg- 
ment. , j 

Colonel Lawrence repoied a great ’confidence 
in hU Ikill and neHsIty,*as he was indefatigable 
In ^the field, and had the moft early intelligence o'f 
the motions of the enemy ' 

At that time the Unguift of the [CngUCli army, 
who of courfe v/as acq^uainted with all their de- 
figns and motions, chfcovcrcd to Nandercure all 
he knew' of their aOairs* It was 1 moftlntncats 
piece of villainy, and it had been traced with 
incredible difficulties, as he was a mod artful 
and plaufible fcoundrcl, whofe fihemes were al- 
moft impenetrable. When the faft v'as proved 
flgainft liim he w'as blow n aw ay from the mouth 
of a cannons the common puniffiment of ttai- 
jors. 



c ^i6 1 ' ' ' 

Colonel Lawrence being much indifpofed, the 
command devolved accoraing to fcnoriiy to cap- 
tain Policr, aSwifs ofliccr, bra\c and cnicrprif- 
ing} but he wanted fteadinefs and conduft. A 
parly commanded by captain Cailhud, who had 
nn excellent head to plan, and an unftiakcn re- 
foluilon to execute, had been fentby colonelLaw- 
rcncc to cake pod in the plain, and wait fora con- 
voy of provifions from Tordeman's countiy. Hav- 
ing received intelligence that the enemy were on 
the road, and had ported ihemfclve; where he 
was to wait for provifions, he rcfolvcd with the 
commander of the feapoys, to attack them imme- 
'diately on their (lank. They quickly drove the 
enemy, and obliged them to leave a tumbrel of 
ammunition behind, and fome of thetr men. The 
Znglirh got another advantage over the enemy \ 
they had two pieces of cannon in the front of the 
battalion oppofito to the French ; never weretwp 
pieces beircr ferved whe^ they were near enough, 
every (hot took place in the French battalion. 
The enemy 'vere (o rnuch galled by the brirtenefs 
of thi^ cannonade, that they gav'c way in fpit of- 
all the efforts of their officers to keep them up. 
The fmall arms completed what the cannon had 
begun, and left the Fnglilh at liberty to return to 
their camp. Captain Policr received tvio wounds, 
and was obliged to give up the command to the 
next officer. Captain Caillaud, brought the |xirty 
home with the two diftnounted pieces of cannon. 
The Englilh had in thc/e two adlions, fix officers 
wounded, 96 private men, and about 200 fea- 
poys killed and wounded. The enemy’s lofs was 
, much more conlidtrabl?, 

Ca- 
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- Colonel Lawrence \vas hardly recovered before 
he took the field ♦, he marched towards Tanjore, ia 
hopes that his prelhnce wiihan army,would forward 
the fuccefsofMr. Palk^sncgociations.The French 
finding the King of Tanjore would not declare 
fell funoufiy upon the frontiers of his country, and 
cut in different places the bank which' carry the 
water into his dominions. On this intelligence, • 
colonel Lawrence marched immediately to Tan- 
jorc, dividing his force, and leaving a confiderable 
garrifon with captain Killpalrick at Trirhino- 
poly. 

On the “colonel’s firft day’s march, he had a 
letter from the king, prefling him to come, and 
wifliing him joy on the late viflory. f 

When colonel Lawrence came in fight of Tan-, 
jore, the King came out of his fort to meet him j- 
but the colonel was fo ill, -that he was obliged 
to fend captain Caiilaud, ^to make his apology. 
The next grand point for the Enghfli interefi, was 
the removal of Succagee, their inveterate enemy, 
and to have Monagee reftored to favourand power. 
■The colonel knew his merit as a- foldier, and his 
invarfable attachment to the Fnglifh, ’which he 
always thought his maftcr’s advantage and policy 
to fupporc. Thecircuraftances were favourable 
and captain Palk u Ith captain Caillaud, managed 
fo fuccefsfully, that they convinced the King, all 
his^ misfortunes originated in his perfidious monf-' 
ters counfeJs, and that the enemy had not laid 
walte h'is country had he fulfilled lus engagements 
with the Nabob and the Englifh. They boldly 
declared to the prince, that unlefs Succagee was 
removed from his pqrfon and counfeU, and 

cages 
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^agee returned to Ms former rank, they wouiil 
pOt repofe any confidence, nor exp-ft any bene« 
iit from his ^liance. 'rhough the King was un- 
tvilling to pare from his favourite ; when he faw 
lhat our friencllhip depended on this facrif.ce, 
Succagec was removed, and Monagee invefted 
with the foie direftion of public affairs, and ap- 
. pointed once more commander in diicf of all 
his forces. Every thing wore a premifing afpeft, 
from folucky change in our favour. ’ 

: Governor Bourcbier, who was always inclined 
10 give the army any affiftance in his p-ower, wrote 
to colonel Liwrcncc from Madrafs, that the pre- 
fidency of Bombay, bad fent a detachnitnt at his 
reguelti another detachment came from Dava- 
.cauah, commanded by captain Zcrglcr, confift- 
ing of So Europeans, and 400 feapoys. As 
the health of colonel Lawrence was much im- 
paired by the vIctHiiudes of the climate, and 
fifteen campaigns in which hU military talents as 
a fubaltcrn and commander had been confpicuous, 
the governor and council, at hii requeff, font cap- 
fain K.iUpatrick,a major’s commiffion, and confent- 
cd to his fucceedmg to the command, in cafe co- 
loael Lawrence fhould refign it. 

'About this time, the'Erccch ffiips brought Mr. 
Godchur, commjfiary and gavernor general of all 
their fcttlements, with 1500 Europeans. Upon 
his arrival he wrote to Mr. Saunders, to acquaint 
him with his inclination to purfue pacific mcalures, 
in confequence of which he fent wck. the troops, 
which Mr. Dupleix had caofed to be flopped iq 
'their paffage, from Madtafs 10 Fort St. David. 
The governor and council pleafed to find, they 



tiad now to deal with a perfon, who appeared {& 
concur with them, in porfuing the true interelh ■ 
of*tbe two conimercial companies, were not long 
intending tlieiranfwer to haften the conclufion 
of an event fo much to be wiftied. A fufpenfiort 
of arms was agreed on, and actually took place on 
the nth of October 1754. The fufpenfion of 
arms was accompanied with another event of great 
importance to the tranquility of India-, the depar-* 
ture 6f Mr. Dupleix, who being removed from 
the government, returned with the next fliips to 
b ranee. When colonel I^wrence reviewed the 
armyj before he 'Icfc the command, it confifted 
of 1200 men in battalion, 3000 feapoya and 14 
_pieces of cannon. ' 

The Nabob being arrived within a mile of Ar- 
cot, the ir^thof Auguft 1755, refolved to wait fof 
a lucky day to make his entry into the city. Here 
'he was met by colonel LlwTcncc, Mr. Palk, and 
Mr. Walfh, deputed to invite him to Madrafs. 
He readily confcnicd. On the 21 It he made his 
entry into Arcoc, in a very fplcndid manner, and 
the 30th he vlfited Madrafs, and was received at 
the compan>*s Indla-houfc by the governor, the 
admirals Watfon and Potock, and raofi: of the 
gentlemen of the* place. 

Colonel Lawrence appeared again in the field in 
the year 1757, Ke flicwcd on every occafion the 
moll eamcll difpofition to contribute in any fhape 
to the advancement of all n'lUtary operations, and. 
Offered to join the anny as a volunteer when it was 
imagined ‘j'ridiinopoly would have been tlte feeno 
of action ; his irtenticn wls to proceed with the 
droops from Fort St. Dav>d; for il-c defence of that 
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^lace. Afterwards when the French army returfiJ^ 
ed from Trichinopoly and were collected at Wan-* 
devalh, he offered to embark with all the men 
that could be fpared from Fort St.t)avid, and to 
land at Sadrafs, in order to join the army in the 
mofl expeditious manner. Being fenfible how much 
his abilities and experience would contribute to the 
regulation and good conduct of the army; and 
judging Fort St. David to be free from all danger, 
as the whole French force was on the other ’fide. 
The prefiefency approved of this propofal, and 
colonel Lawrence landed accidentally near Sadrafs 
ulth about one hundred men ; the 2 2d of June, 
three days after the march of the army, which 
he joined on the other fide of Changalaput j no- 
thing material happened in this campaign, that 
could addUifireto hts reputation. In December 
1758, having received intelligence of a great aug- 
mentation of the enemy’s force at Wandelour ; 
the colonel fent his aid de cauip to Fort St. 
George, to defire that he might be reinforced 
with as many men as polfible ; accordingly a 
party was ordered and marched immediately. 
Colonel Lawrence having received a letter from 
the governor, in whv-h he defired him not to 
hazard an aflion, unlcfs upon terras of the higheft 
advantage, as the utrocll caution was necefiary 
at this important crifis, and ordered three com- 
panies of infantry to march to the little mount 
with the itto twelve pounders, as to rc-inforce 
the pajty cantoned there , but the fame time, 
thev wera diredted to march to Madrafs, a pre- 
caution neceffary, confidering the Weak fiate of 
the garnfon and the motion of the enemy. 
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Colonel Draper and the bcft officers paid alw'Sys 
^he ucmoft deference to colonel Law'rence’s fuperior 
&uihonty and great judgment. General Lally hav- 
ing been forced to.raife the fiege of Madrafs the 
17th of February 1759, to which the military 
knowledge, experience and aftivity of colonel 
Lawrence had effeftuatly contributed; he' left 
marks of his difappoinied rage unworthy of a fol- 
dier. Among the refb of his devaftations, he or- 
dered, three barrels of gunpowder to be lodged in. 
colonel r.awrence’scountry-houfe and blew it up. 
The colonel who had ftUl the chief command of the 
army, being defirous of bringing on an action with 
the French general marched towards Conjeveram, 
whore he had fortified himfelfagainft a fudden'at-' 
tack. The colonel moved round it, expofmg his 
fltnk ; but as he found nothing could provoke the 
Pnemy to (Hr, and being in a very bad ftate of 
htakh, he prudently refolvcd to quit the command 
rather than fubjcct himfclf to fatigues which he 
could not bear, without a profpect of perforrning 
the fcrvice he intended to accompblh ; he there- 
fore returned to England, leaving the command 
to major Brercton,a gallant officer and next in rank 
to colonel Draper, whofe ilillatc of health obliged 
him likewifcio leave a climate which had proved 
fo prejudicnl to him. 

No commanding officer in India did more teal 
fcrviccs to the company, was more active in the 
fitl'd, nio-c careful of the lUc and welfare of the 
fold'er, more a?k>ble to the inferior officers, and 
at the lame time more exaft in the military difei- 
pUne. liver lince this excellent ofRcer retired, his 
unlpottcd honour, his difiniereftcdnels, his mode-* 
G g ration, 
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rafion, hiijufllce, during twenty years of foils 
fatigues ill lndoftan» made him beloved, fcfteemcd 
and revered by the army, the preiidencies and the 
natives. He died lately, at the age of feventy- 
eighr, in peace vith his confeience, full of years, 
and leaving a name equally refpedled in Europe and 
on the Ganges. 

. Lord Clive, did not arrive at Calcutta till May 
•3» 1)65. JafficT Alii Cawn, who after having been 
depofed in^November tylSo, in July 1763, a- 
gain ravfcd to the Suabah Ihip, died at Calcutta, 
A\here ’he was watting ior lord Clive in February 
1765, and was Succeeded as Subah by his fon.' 

All the eyes of the Eaft-India proprietors and of 
the princes of Indoftan were turned on his lord- 
(bip, having been pointed out by his friends and con- 
nections as the only man who could again retrieve 
the aHalf s at Bensal, which had been teprefenwd 
SIS defperate by that party. Op his arrival at Ben- 
gal he clirefily joined the army at Eliabad. Of all 
men, lord Chvc thoold have been the laft to begin 
his fyClem of refotmation, by reducing the pay of 
the military officers in the Eaft-India company's 
fervdee, as he owed himfcif all his importance the 
jmmenfe fortune be ha^fquandercd.and hisjaghire* 
to the great indulgence of the company, in per- 
mitting him to enjoy fuch unprecedented advanta- 
ges, in confcquence of his magnified fervtces as a 
loldicr. The fclcft committee of which the noble 
lord was ptefident, conftfted of WilUam Sumner, 
John Carnac, Harry Verelft and Francis Syhes, 
cfquircs, all unanimous in fupporting the new mez- 
Airis and regulations, of the commander in chief. 

^ . The 
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Tbe rcfignatlons of moft of the ofHcers in Ben- 

made then a great noife in England and the 
Beninfula, and their conduA was milreprefentcd aj 
mutiny and an unlawful afibctation. Every un-^ 
prejudiced and impartial man muft condemn the 
impolitic cttft^duct of the fclect committee,' in dri- 
ving to defpair a great number of relpectable and 
ufeful officers, by t.ikmgofFthe batta, and depri- 
ving tliem of cvery’advantagc which can make the 
life of a foldier tolerable in that country. 'The 
batta, ii an c.'ttraordinary allouaucc, paid the mi- 
litary, when on actual fervice m the field. Whac 
made the rr.eafurft appear more odious was, that 
^ this oeconomical /eduction was inforced by men 
who had felt thcmfclves the hardlhips of a fubor- 
dinate ftation in the company’s fervicc, now re- 
gardlefs of the diftrcJTes of the army, to w'hlch theyr 
owed their very cxtUcnce, their fortune 'and their 
elevation. The object of the fclccc' committee 
could not be to retrench the unneccfliry expences 
of the company, as* the emoluments of the refor- 
rners were cncreafed everyday by new monopolies, 
{ind the company’s trealurc was laviflied in articles 
of convenience and luxury for the members of the 
council. 

When the firft orders ft)r reducing the batta of 
the officers were iITucd from the felccc committee, 
they filled the heart of every officer with furprize 
and indignation, efpccially at the conclufion of 
the hard campaign of 1765, at an imnienfe diflance 
from their fettlement?, and an unprecedented ex- 
pence by any Enghih srmy la for ihc of- 

ficers were obliged to have their baggage tranf- 
ported upon men’s heads over an exte.i” of up- 
G g ^ wards 
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vards of 800 miles, at the rate ,of 5I. per montf^ 
for every couley or porter employed. 'I Ids heavy- 
charge had embarralled the circumftances of evtty 
officer v/bo had no other refources but his pay, and 
nine out of ten were in debt, when the army went 
into winter quarters. 

Never v\as a more improper period than this for 
fuch an injudicious reduction, when the officers af- 
ter a tedious and expenfive campaign undergone m 
the hot feafon of a torrid climate, faw'thcmfelves 
not only precluded from all fhare in the rich fru’ts 
of their elfential ferviccs, but even curtailed in their 
old eilablilhed advantages. 

When thefg orders reached the different bri- 
gades, all theofficers unammoufly agreed to ward 
off their impending difttefs by fplriied and rtfpect- 
ful remonftrances to the prelidcnt and council of 
Calcutta* 

The officers of general Carnac’s brigade, under 
the command of Sir Robeit Fletcher ftationed 
Monghcer,, had benn in all the fervlce of the year 
1765. In the firft trahfports of thdr rage, they 
propofed to abandon thefervice of their ungrateful 
niaflcrs who feemed rcfolved to make them pine 
avvay upon a wretched <pula nee of rice and water j 
but this was over-rultd, and a motion made for 
addrefiing the governor and council, in a becoming 
'memorial, fettmg forth the ddlrefles in which the 
new regulations would inevitably plunge the officers 
and praying for afufpenfion, at leall of the order, 
till the affair could be reprefented to the company 
at home. This after fbme debate was agreed^ to', 
and the following paper was drawn up and for- 
* warded 
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•^varded to general Carnac, to be by him deU-* 
Ycred to the board. 

To the Right Honourable tne Prefident and 
Council 


Gcntlemepi , 

“ It IS w ith the greateft refpeft we now pre- 
fume to lay before your board, the hardlhips wo 
labour under fincc the reduction of our former 
allowance, and we Patter ourrclve*?, that what 
wo fhall now offer, will appear rcafonable, and 
induce the board to comply uith this our re- 
queft 

We beg lea^c to reprefem, wc find the quar- 
ter bntia inadequate to the unavoidable expenco 
attending the character of an officer. 1 he ex- 
traordinary batia allowodon this cftabhfhmenr, 
in preference to the other tftabhfiiments, only 
puts us on the iame fooling with them, yet it is 
well knoN^n, that huropein commodities, which 
we moftwnnt, are fold firt) or fifty per cent, 
dearer here than at cither of the fctilcments of 
Maarafb or Bombay, and the difRiencc is ntar- 
Iv the fame bct\,C(.n this place and the prefi- 
denoy , is hkbvvile lervant* wages and irofl: other 
necefiirits b“ar the fame froportion , fb that we 
hope, fctting forth the prefent alIo\ ance not iQ 
be proper fubriftcoce, wiU nor ppear in urjuft 
reprefentacidn, but a nonce fufficient for a repeal 
of the order of the firfl of January 

“ Weri. wc to enumemc the feverc hirdfiiips 
^\c endured the lafe campaign, we Hatter ourf§He« 

men- 
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tncntloning that alone, and the irreparable hurt 
our conftitutlon have TufTered from a* climate fo 
prejudicial *10 every European, would have foin^ 
weight, Ihould we lequeft fhe former allowance, 
pa the fame footing as an indulgence; but wc 
hope the above fhort rcprefentacion of fads \viU 
fufiice, leaving to your own known candour and 
impartiality to fuggeft, what clfe we might ad- 
vance to induce you to a compliance with this 
our moft refpeftful rcqucft. • ' 

We have the honour to fubfcribe ouffclvcs with 
thegteatcfl: refped, See,”. 

The general in his anfwer reprimanded fe- 
verely the officers for applying to him, and the 
hoara did not deign to take notice of their me- 
niorlak This illiberal treatment intlamed their 
refentment. and about the middle of April 1766, 
they came to a fudden jefblution to gain their 
point, or to 'refign their commifiions, on the 
firft day of May next; but in fuch a manner, as to 
give as little caufe for complaint again! them, or 
for diftutbance among! the men as poffible ♦, they 
pven oficred to ferve as volunteers, imtill other 
officers could be collected to take charge of the 
^roops. '' 

This ojiprcflive and tympnical behaviour to the 
officers was ftill aggravated,, by every act of fo-* 
phiftry, to exhibit the injured in the odious light 
of criminal infuf^enis. Ihc vile abettors of the 
mealure, publdhed with equal impudence and 
falfity, that the motive of the'rcfignation was ta 
unhinge government and fend the felcct commit- 
tee priibncrs to England. Suchlndnuacicnscouki, 
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only proceed irorn their apprehenfions, -and the 
confcioufnefs their ipjuUice. Had the officers^ 
fever entered into luch a confpiracy againfl: the 
preficienc and council of Bengal, they had no oc- 
cafion to petition for rcdrcls, >as they could have 
foon righted ihcmfdvcs, with the foldicry attheir 
command. ' '' 

The ferietnts and common men had divers 
mcefnas, and engaged to Band by their officers 
to a man, and not ro fcr\'c any other after their 
refignation. The moment this was known, every 
OJhccr thought his honour concerned in difeoun^ 
teriancing anv ftep lending to alienate the duty 
of the ioWier, though their dlfcontent proceeded 
from the wrongs done to their commanders. ’ 

• Sir Robert hletchcr can bear witnefs of this 
from their behaviour to him and the company ; 
indeed, fa very cautious were they of' giving 
their natural enemy, ar;y room to afperfe their 
characters, that captain Wilding and lieutenant 
Petrie, with the knowledge and^by the defirc 
of the otheV officers, waited upon the command- 
ing officer, and acquainted him with the difpoli- 
tion of the brigade, afluring him they wera 
ready to facrifice their byes in fupport of the au- 
thority of the company over their troops and pof- 
fefiions. And when it was found expedient to-di- 
vide the brigade, to prevent more cfTeciually any 
evil confequence from the refigmtion, the of- 
ficers actually marched out with the men at th,eir 
expcnce and in danger of an Irfurrection, \ and 
encamped at fome diftarce from the fort, till 
they Mere ordered to qut the country they 
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ot>:yed -resdlly* as they had done oh any formeil 
ofdci under very different circuniftances. 

From all ihefc fails, it Is evident, that the 
bloody Intentions of the officers, had no cxiftence 
but in the brain of their opprellbrs. Tyranny 
commonly throws a veil over 4ts wicked ails, by 
colouring oppreffion with the pretence of necelTary 
feventy. 

On the firfi: of May, the following letter figned 
by every officer in the garrifon, the brigade majoJr 
excepted, 'Vas fent to the commanding officer with 
every gentleman’s commiffion. 


To Lieutenant Sir Robert Fletcher, commanding 
the fifft brigade at Monghecr, 

SIR, 

** Thatwc might put it entirely out of the poiver of 
cither the \7orld or our own conicicnce^io condemn 
bs for defiring leave to refign our commiffions irt 
ihc iionourablc company’s lervicc, we have ferved 
four months in, obedience to the orders of the 3 1 ft 
of December, and are rc^w but too w’cll convinced 
that our former fufpicionswerc true ; for natwith- 
ftanding the propolcd itjuilion of fervtints wages, 
and diminifiiing every unnecclTary attendant, we 
findi\c cannot live upon the prefent allowance, 
but mud run in deb: every month, as long as we 
Jiavc any credit. Wc mull appear upon the pa- 
ra ie. as become officers and keep up our rcfpeilive 
ranks or difnbey public orders- We nuitl cat and 
drink as btfiis the climate, or fall a facrificc to 

hunffcr 
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iiunger and flcVnefa ? and to do alt tKdfe^ only itt 
thodcration, we muftruo ourfelves in debt to every- 
one who will give U5 cfedcc, be they genclecnea 
or the lowed of the creation ; and fo fall under tha 
lafli of another article of war, for behaving unlike 
gentlemen. You know that we have applied foi? 
redrefs in the humbleic manner, and chat it has 
been refufed us. It is ncedlefs for usTiere lo call 
■upon you for awltpefs of out attachment to the 
fervice; our behaviour through a furies of cam- 
paigns muft bear down all flander. Many of us 
have eat the CQmpany'’s ‘bread for fome years and 
are deeply concerned that we can nd longer do ic 
'With honour? all of usareforryto be obliged to 
take this method of preventing rutn^ and mifery 
falling upon ourfelves and connexions, and we 
fincerely wdh chat our mafters may meet with a 
fecoforticers as much devoted to their fervice as 
wc have always wilhed to prove ourfelves, and 
v.ho may maintain the company’s affairs, to the 
latcCc poCcetity, in that fplendor to \\hich We have 
happily ralfcd them. But unlcfs the payand emo- 
luments of their troops ate again reftored to what 
. they nerc in July and Aogult, 1763 j ourprayeis 
are all irc can now give them. 

As it is from principle wc now refign the fervice,' 
uvouldgiveus the greateft: uneafinefs Ihould the 
company’s afiaiis fuHer by fo fudden a refignation ; 
wc have therefore refolved to ferve till the i5lhbE 
this month of May, without pay of any kind, or 
b.Ing cft:emed olfeeis in their fervice; when an 
anUver may be hul from ihufe gentlemen of the 
Council, who we know have the power of redrefllng 
or of filling up Oor places, wuh other ofilcers, 
i i h pro* 
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provided, you defire it. It would make us trufy 
u-ihappy Ibould any difturbances^ayife amongfl the 
men fronl this aftair being known to them. ^We, 
therefore beg you will take the neceflary precauti- 
ons of keeprngaH quiet j and as «TC,arc to receive 
no pay will be fo good to give the pay-mafi:er 
direflions for leaving the abftraft fot the non conr- 
itiifiioned and private then. . 

Our comhilfilons accompany this", which v e beg 
you will keep, and believe us to be with Tefpeft, 

S I U, 

Your moft obedient humble fervanb, 
Mongheer, May ift, 1766, • 

To which’ letter the commanding officer returned 
' the /bllowjng anfwcr : 

' ■ Mongheer, May ift» 1765. 

GENTLEMEN,^ ^ . 

' I have rccehed your letter of this date, together 
with your commKTiofts and lhail, agreeable to 
your requefc, take the moft expeditious method of 
obtaining you an anfwcr from our luperiors. I 
agree with you, 'in thinking it better, that the fol- 
chers remained ignorant .of the meafures you have 
jt.aken ; and 1 defirc 'you wdll continue to do duty 
as officers, according to your'former' refpective 
"ranks, until we know the pleafurc of the gover- 
• not.and counril. . ’ ' 

I am, with regard, 

^ • Gentlemen, 

Your moft obedient and humble fervant, 
(SignedJ ROBERT TEETCHER; 



C X3I 3 

‘‘The fame evening it -vvas thought expedient for - 
half of the troops to be marched out of the garri- 
fonj*as if going upon an expedition, and to encamp 
atfome diftance from the Fort; }n confequence 
of which every thing remained qiiiet till the 6th, 
when captain, Welding and lieutenant Petrii were 
made priCjners, and lent down to Calcutta, by 
orders from Lord Clive, and their going to colonel 
Sit Robert Fletcher, was the afiigned caufc of this 
of \iolence. 

This IS a ftrilcing tnftance of the defpotic 
tyranny which Lord CHve exercifed in his pre- 
lidency, Thof; two gentlemen were punifned, . 
a? if they had been gui)ty of the molt eno-- 
mous crimes, for having b;cn too zealous in 
iheir duty, and too nice in their notions of ho* 
nour : for they informed Sir Robert Fletcher of 
their fufpicions of a meeting at the rifquc of their 
lives. Befides, they were* liable to the penalty, 
of the articles of war, till they had aftually 
refigned the fervice, had they not revealed 
tfiew apptchenfions to the commanding officer* 
It. was not without the moft earneft foUcitatioas* 
that thefe gentlemen prevented the whole "bri- 
gade from accompanyingt them in a body w 
Calcutta, or refeuing tliem fword in hand from 
ihcit confinement ; as they thought this cruel 
and unprecedented treatment, an atV of vinsvai-. 
rantable injuftice and oppreffion v fince evety 
man lias an undoubted right to refign that em- 
ploy in which he L only a monthly fervant, 
^when he cannot fublirt upon his allowance, with- 
out being fubjeft to the miferics of a fclqn or 
vd^ferter, * 


Soin 
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Soon after captain Wilding and- Mr- Petrie, 
|iad left Morigheer, the confidence betueen the 
officers and the colonel fecmcd to decreafe gra- 
dually, till an order v^as ifiued for eight officers 
to leave the garrifon mftantly, and proceed to 
Calcutta. This was followed by a peremptory 
command to a|l the remaining officers to leave 
jhe diftnft'of Mongheer in one hour’s tlroe j o- 
therwife they fhould be driven away by force, 
aad elleemcd cncmiLS to their country. 

Lord Chvc was then on hts way to Patna ; thi^ 
perfccution is an indelible blot on his memory', 
and will ftamp the names of thofc who were in- 
•ftruments of it with eternal infamy, 1*0 fee 
gallant men who had fpent their youth and thslf 
vigour in the military fervicc of the company, 
and purchafed honour Vith-thc lofs of their 
limbs, and cheir coniVuutions vifibly impaired in 
the unhealthy climate of Bengal, treated like the 
vileft malefaftors, and dragged unmercifully w'itb 
fixed bayonets to their breaft, to a lawlefscourt, 
‘forced to abandon thoir property to ravenous e- 
nemies, is a Ihocking inftance of the moft fla- 
grant abufe of power. Some of thefe gentle- 
men, of families fuperior tq any of the council, 
were carried without the walls of the fort in the 
depth of falivation ; others had juft taken eme- 
tics, the eiFefl of which was prevented by this 
barbarity, and the lame were obliged to limpuff 
ontheir crutches, ip avoid the military inftrunients, 
of tyrannic po\\cr. 

• Such are thfe miferies which EngHfhrncn arc 
doomed to fuffer when removed far from the 
- xfi iVit: happy conftuufion of tb?ir na- 

■ ’ ' live 
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tiva country ; m- a place \»hcrc power gave- Uw 
find force was fubllitutcd to right, and where 
no man was found brave enough to (hake the rod 
of' correction oyer the head of Uwlefs author!* 

' 

Before the officers left the garrlfon the men 
got under arms, and feemed rcfolved to accom-^ 
pany their injured commanders } but feeing their 
officers dlfcourage the attempt, in refullng to 
command them, they wercibon difperfed to their 
quarters, by quieting them with money and in-^ 
toxicating them with liquor. 

Next day lord CUye arrived at Monghser, and 
by riattermg the common men, and illiberally en- 
deavouring CO make the unhappy fuffierers con- 
temptible, at the expence of every human vir- 
tue j forced them to dificmble their refentment by 
his profufion } having in a few days diftribuc- 
cd to the feapoys and foldicrs.largcr fums of money 
than would have faiisfie'd the poor diftrefied of- 
ficers of the whole army for a year. This was 
one of the indances of his lordn)ip’s coconomy, but 
noiwiihftanding this apparent tranquility and fuh- 
fuiffion, the company would have loft their befe 
Officers and men, i^ad not the the inlldious arts of 
Lord Chve’s ])reYaIIed •on the felfilhncfs and 
pufilanimity of fcvcral officers, who had juft left 
the fervice, to refume their coramiffions. Some 
of them had engaged to refign, with the trea- 
pheious intention, to rife on the ruin of their 
i}rother officers, whofe unfpoited honour fcorned 
pU the advantages which they might liave reaped 
ftpm the violation of it. 


Others 
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' Others were feduced or intimidated ; fo that Iq 
p (hort time the caufe was dcferted, ‘and only the 
few who had coyrage to prefer independence uj 
thraldom, ahd indigence, to ignominious piomo-. 
tipns, remained fufterers on this occafion. Being' 
either fent forcibly to England, or indulged by 
the little tyrants of Calcutta, to earn their fub- 
fidance in that neft of rapacious demagogues by 
means no ways fuitable to their feelings and their 
education. Several meanly fubmitted to lofe five 
dr fix years ‘dear bought rank, tofervg again un- 
juft and arbitrary mafters. The abfulute refig-' 
nation of the officers who had fpirlt to refent lord 
Clive's arbitrary proceedings.andamanly ftcadinefV 
in rejecting commiflions, they could not re-aflunte 
without dUgrace, was conftroed as an unlawful in-' 
i'urrcction againft government, by the very people 
\yho had dared to change the conftituiion of Ben- 
gal, 'originally mild ana I'miied according to ihp 
Englilh laws into dcfpoiifm imparalellcj even iq 
the Turkifh empire. 

In the abfcncc of lord Clive, Mr- Sumner reign*' 
«d at Calcutta, he paid a fcrvile and implicit obe- 
dience ro the noble loixl's mandates, when in fe- 
cond ; but he filled the phairin-his abfence, withj 
the fame ovcrbeaiinghaughtinefs and uncontrouled 
authority. He had denounced vengeance againft 
all the difeontented, and l^e is reported 'to have 
faid of the officers brought to Calcutta with in- 
famy, “There are four of them coming down 
** prifonexs, 1 v.'ilb there weie uvent\.Four, that 
“ J might have the pleafurc of hanging them all-” 

When captain Wil.lingand Mr. I^Ctric arrived 
at Calcutta, they waited upon this deputy-gover- 
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hor, to acquaint him of their having refigned theif 
^ommiflions and thctr intention of refidmg in that 
fcat.of infolcnce and cruelty.' To which he orr- 
fwered, That having been put ilnderarrciV, by fir 
Kob^rt Fletcher, they muft remain fo till lord 
Clive’i pleafnre was known. They ftrenuouny 
'pfotefted againft'this aft of violence and injufttce's 
altedging, that as they heU no military cmploy- 
'raent, they could in no degree' be fiibjcft to mili- 
tary law. They .withdrew after this declaratiorr. 
The fame evening the fort adjutant came to their 
lodgings', and told them he had the governor's or- 
ders to put them under an arreft { they refufed to 
obey for the reafons mentioned above, defiring 
'■him to minute their anfxVcrs in writing, "and not 
trouble them for^ the future with fuch a meflage. 
He returned a^in the neatt morning and infified 
on their obeying the acred, as officers in the Eaft* 
India company *, and^ on their perfifling in their 
firft refolution he acquainted them, that he hador- 
dfers of 'the governor and council to carry them 
forcibly from their lodgings and confine them in 
the new fort under a guard, and if they Ihut their 
doors, h4 had orders to place ccntlneh before the 
door, and ftarve them into compliance ; and fOr 
that purpofe he had placeil before thedoof a guard, 
of thirty men. Mr. Gideon Johnftone in whofe 
houfe this happened, over hearing the laft parr of 
_the threat, acquainted the adjutant, that if he 
ciared to enter his boofe, or to place centlneis up- 
on it, he would profccute him* and ’all concerned 
to the utmoft rigour of the law j aftd "ac the fame 
time leave to the mercy of the foldiers the property 
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<>f many private merchants tlepofitecl intohis KouWj 
to theamount of fome beks ot rupees. 

This fpuUed and iegal warning, ftaggered his 
ircfolution, and he departed fo acquaint the deputy- 
fiovernor with the oppofition he had met. He 
):ncw the firmnefs and refolunon of N 5 r. Johnflone, 
clpecially on a legal rcliftance to military force 1 
and having been deterred from making a forcible 
entry into a houfe of fuch conrcqucncc by the 
very charter, vhich Mr. John Holme the d^uflile 
lawyer of the council, had endeavoured in vain to 
explain in his fa>our: he fufpemlcd for a time 
t)ie effects of his refeniment ; howcv'cr, the gen- 
tlemen kept their doors barricaded, to prevent the 
.adjutant from executing hts violent menaces. 

In this dilemma, they fent for an attorney of the 
mayor’s court, to inftruct them in the method of 
•procuring their liberty, by an application to the 
civil power j but he told them candidly, that there 
fWas no fuch thing as law at Calcutta } nor could 
-they hope for any redrefs in India 5 that his office 
obliged him to take a retaining fee from them, yef 
:he would take it as a favour if they would not in- 
'fift upon it, for his appearance in their caufe might 
ruin him in the fcttlcmcia; and then without Icav- 
•ing them lime to reply, willicd them good mora- 

• In this fituation things remained till the quarter 
-fcflion?came oni when they determined to try 
1 their caufe before the grand jury, not doubting to 
•find Ihclter andproteSion under that palladium of 
EngUlh liberty. Accordingly on the firft day of 
' the feinons they fent the following letter to the fore- 
man of the grand jury. 
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Td’Jsmcs Lifler, Efq, foreman, and the MeraJ 
bers of tKc Grand Joty. 


Gentlemen,^ 

We hope ) oti wiU excufe the liberty we now 
iilte in addreffing you on a Jubjeft of the moH in- 
^crefting nature to ourfeUes, to )ouandto every 
free bom Lnglithmari, who lives under the pro- 
tedUofl of that bleifcd conftitution , and that yoU 
i\di, as fir aS m your power, grlnt us that redrefs, 
which the extraordinary circumftances of our cafe 
require, which a'cis follow, 

On tHw hrfl of this month we ref/gned our com- 
mi(rion. mthe honourable company’s fervice, which 
were accepted of by the, commanding officer at 
IMongheer, whe(e we tl en were, nor have we re- 
fceivcd any pay fuice the 30th of April i-afl night 
after wc had been twenty dayi out of the lervice, 
the fort idjutant came to our lodgings, and faid he 
had the adtmg governor’s a-iers to put Us on arteft, 
vv hich w e tefufe I to obey > ^alledg ng w e % ere not 
luVjcdl in any degree to military dife plme, but 
wc’e ready to anfwerany charge brought again b 
us according to the laws of Cnglanii T his mor- 
hing he returned ag^in , and in order tO iniimidate 
us into n fubmidion to ratiita-y law, faid he had 
ihe ordi^rs of the govSmmcnt and council to carry 
tisouiofoir lo'ljmgs with a tnilvarj foi'’e iF we 
did not inftant!) ob-y *h** arreft , and that if '/e 
Huit our doors he vojld pbca thecentinels upon 
them letqfncd the fame anfwer cs before, 

H and 
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and ever fince liave been in liourif expeflation of 
feeing our lodgings befct with military’ guards, by 
which we are cirtirtljr prevented from going about 
our own affairs, and put in fear of our Ifvcs. 3 bus 
arc our moft valuable privileges of Englifiimen, 
fet at nought, and trampled upon ; thus are we 
Ivcpt prifoners in our own houfe, trom fear of being 
affauUed when we go abroad, and thus is rhe go- 
vernment become military, and we arc at once made 
Jbble to ail rhe confequences which it is neerflefs 
for us to poinrout. as they muff be but too obvi- 
ous to c\ery one v\ho rcSecls that he is a Briton, 
and a fon ot freedom, unlefs the civil pov;et hear- 
tily interferes to prevent fuch unprecedented pro- 
ceedings, befote they have gained too great a 
head. When we rcficft upon the iranfafnons of 
this day, uhen we rc;:cct that we appealed to the 
h\vsof our country, and v/henue refiett that that 
appeal vas difregarded, bow can ne but trem- 
ble for our liberties, which Ueat the laff gafp. If 
V. c have committed any crirre v/e are ready to an- 
fwer for ir, and fiiad rejoice to ba triad by sn im- 
partial jury: to that ttc fly for protection againft 
ilich unr/srrsntsble faidc/s -proceedings. 1/ 
turough ignbrance wc have committed any error in 
point of form, we hope you will cxcufe 'it, arid 
‘efteem as jour diftrefied fellow' fubjects, 

(Signed) Ben], Wilding, 
John Fetrie. 

Tn ronfcquence of this letter, they were carried 
before the foreman and jury by a peace o^cer j 
and alter being iVorn and examined, they wcie 


con- 
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conducted bick to iheir lodgings, exulting in the 
>iope of obtaining rcdrclsjigainft their oppreflbri. ^ 
Let it be remembered to the lalfing mfimy of 
BfiuCh fetilcrs In ’the hift precedency of IndolUn, 
that there were not twelve honeft men found to 
ftand forth the aflertors of that liberty inlierent to 
their birthright. Ten declared for the'caufes of 
freedom, and feven for' arbitrary power : afid the 
judges were ' of opinion, that only twelve could 
cnnrtitute a legal 'majority. The expiring fpirit of 
liberty, in the laH: ftrugglcs againfl: tyranny, curii d 
thefe feven prolfirutes lo power ; but not a Ilngle 
fpirk of that noble prinxiple blazed forth fince that 
period. 

^Vhcn the juries were to have brcnfsnorn, there 
were twenty m the court } but wlier. fixteen had 
taken the oath, Mr. Vercifc made rhe clerk of 
the pea.e call them over twice 'to know the num* 
ber, and probably the names before he would pc r- 
'mit the feventeenth to take the oath) and imme- 
diately upon its being adminiftcred to them, the 
other three were required to leave the^court, for 
llie jury was pronounced to be compleat If this 
■ is laA', fure it cannot be equity. , 

Thu fituaiion of the two opprcHed gentlemen, 
was now rnure deplorable r^r.n ever. ’ Given up by 
men who alfumcd the. poncr of fufpenuing tix 
laws to the mercy of iheir enemies, tliey had no- 
thing to expect but the uimoft fuvericy ; yet tho 
officers knowing Mr. Joimfiou’s detrrm’nation to 
profecute to the utmoft extent of the fevcrltv of 
the law, any daring atrempi againfe the gentlemen 
protected under his roof, would not enter it by 
I H h 2 forcCi 
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^orce, unlefs cxprelly authorized by the order of 
lord Clive 

In the mean time an attorney, bolder than the 
reft, verturcd to acquaint them, that they might 
at any time, bind the adjutant over to the peace, 
as veil as any of his abettors , upon which each of 
them wrote the following letter. 

To Randolph Marriott, Efq, one of hts Majefty’-S 
Jufiices of the Peace 


S I R, 

On the i6ch qf this current month, a perfbn 
who calls himlelf lieutenant Baldwin, fort adjutant, 
came to the houfe where I refide, and threatened 
to bring a military force, confiftmg of ajamader 
and thirty feapojs, and carry me by violence apn- 
foner to the new Fort,^ihere to confine me, if I 
would not fubject myfelf to military law, after t 
hid informed him twice, that I held no mtliia^ 
employment, and was therefore not fubjeft to mi- 
litary law As thu threatening has never been ta- 
ken off, I have ev cr lince lived in fear of mj life , 
and am deterred from ooing about my lawful af- 
fairs . which fuffers great impediments for fear 
of an afPiulc m the ftrects with a yiew to bring 
him to condign puniflimcnt, I muft requeftyoU 
will bind him over to peace, as well as fcveral 
other perfons unknown to me, his abettors, and 
V 1 om he called by the name of governor and coun- 
cil but as I am apprehenfive of being fcized by 
^his man m my way to you, I muftltkewtfc requelt 
you w 111 order a. peace officer to prottft me till 1 
*' come 
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pome before you, aod mike oaA to tKe truth of 
^vhat 1 have herein fet forth. 

lam, fir, )ourmon: obedient fervant^ 

{one copy figned) Ben. 'WHding, 
(another) John Petrie, t 

After feveral fruitleft letters that pifled between 
thefe gentlemen, and the juftice wholly influenced 
agamft his oath, according to the diflates of a ty- 
rannical ruler. The fort adjutant waited upoa 
them, and in the moft refpeilful terms delivered 
the compliments of the governor and council, tel- 
ling them, that as Sir Robert Fktcher had accep- 
ted iheir rcfignaiion, they were no longer prlfoners, 
but at liberty to go where they pleafed. Tyranni- 
cal pride and nicanncfs appeared moft confpicuous 
through the whole courfe of thefe proceedings. 

The unrelenting pcrfccution of the governor and 
pouncjl of Calcutta againft thole who had refigned 
their commiinans in the army, where they could 
no longer fupport the charafterof gentlemen, was 
carried on with more violence than ever. 

Mr, Randolph Marriott the ailing juftice, 
pay’d a fervile obedience to their didlatps, m open 
violation of the laws, and a flagri\nt contempt ©{■ 
all rules of equity, had referred the injured offi- 
cers to the authority which had feni their oppref- 
fors, and pretended lie could not interfere as an 
‘if V.-vi poTiiAti wot mubcA ot rp- 

drefs It was undoubtedly an unpardonable re- 
mifinefs of the Icgiflsturc to have fo long neglefted 
|o make Inquiries ^ibout thcfc daring abufes of the 

Jaws 
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laws of England, the protection of which the 
nieaneft fubjictjn the compare’s fetdements has an 
,unqueftlonable right toclaim. The jufticss of the 
p^ace in all the lingUfh prcfidencies, are meml3ers 
of the council, and derive from their power to op- 
preis, the right of being invefted with the magi- 
itracy. Whoever takes the trouble to trace bark 
the origin and illiberal education of the fortunate 
'cmigrants’into India, who have ruled uncontrolled 
for twenty years paft over the princes of the coun- 
try and their fellow citizens, will lind that they 
'Were untutored and pennylefs boys, who left Eng- 
land at the age ‘of fixteen or.fevcntecn, and were 
ever afterwards taught to believe, their ignorance 
cf the laws was mmuterial,as the dlfpenfing power 
of ^the ’governor and council is the ftandard of 
•equity. The peremptory orders from the, com- 
pany at home, or the monopolizing rapacious Ipl- 
rit'of their fsrvattts abioid, decide ultimately on 
/the moft'important caulcs, and the cxtenfive con- 
nections of the members of the council, concerned 
directly or indirectly in .all branches of trade for 
j'lipjrc and export, make them judged and parties 
in all Utils and cafes. Thus the magiftrates in- 
of adminilfering juftice .according to their 
oaih and ihelrcoufcicncc, faenfietd both to a fer- 
\ilc non-rcfiftar.ee to tyranny and oppreffiou. 

'VVe /hall fubmit the narrative of Mr. Vernon 
BufTicld relative to his own cafe, and that of 
i Fra'Kis Uobcrilon of Bengal, to the Judgment of 
the impaiiial reader. 

I •.a\ ing rep.'cd many yetrs in the army at Bengal, 

I was one of the many’ officers who thought them-’ 
fclvts injuicd and difttefled, by the fudden leduc- 
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tion of thfe eftablifhcd batta money, in.Decembcr^ 
17^5, by lord Clive and 'his fecret Committee 5' 
and who, after ailing in fruitlefs hopes of a fa- 
vourable ilTue to their remonftances, came to a re; 
folutioii torefign on the 6rff of May 1766. The 
brigade I belonged to lay In cantonment* at Banki- 
pore near Patna, under the command of colonel 
Sir Robert Barker, wlio'fent me an order imme- 
dhtely after I Iiad'refigned my commilBon, to re- 
pair to Calcutta the very nfexc day. Upon this I- 
•uaited on Sir Robert Barker, to beacquainted with 
the reafons of my l.aving fo fiiort notice given me; 
pirticularly as he knew my wife and family were? 
with me, totally unprepared for To long a journey, 
and my private concerns altogether uniVttfed ; and 
farther to requeft, chat if (notwithRanding 1 nas 
no longer in the company’s military fervict) I muft 
go, he would &llow ^mc % few days more to fettle 
my affairs My remonffrances and r£:queft had 
no effect : whereupon I sfked colonel Barkerj if 
he v/ould ftand to all the confequences of the Iqffes 
that may happen of my valuable effects, from the 
'dangers of the river, as well as of thbfc I fhouU, 
on fo fnort a notice, be nccefljtated to leave behind 
me : the colonel leturned’for anfwer, that I mult 
go, and that he v.ould ftand to every thing he did ; 
M hereupon 1 was obliged to leave Bankipore chat 
evening ; taking with me my wife and family, and 
Ij-aving b'hind unadjufted debts that were due 
to me to the amount of 16,000 rupees. The boats 
on the company’s account, provided by colonel 
Barker to carry me to Calcutta, appi.a'cd fo tx- 
ceffivcly bad, that I could not think of venturing 
jn)felf and famil) with them , and having luclaly 



iboat ofnjy ovrn, I cmbarlved with my fatnUy 
;^oard my own boat, putting my baggage in the 
"boats provided for that purpofc ; fearing much ac 
the fame time that they would not be able to un- 
dergo the voycgc to Calcutta w hiuh was about 450’ 
miles off. Jult after my arrival ac a place calUd 
Noon Galah, I received an order from colonel 
Barker, that 1 mull not on any account touch, or 
call at Monghcer, on my v/ay. On my paffage, 
down, one of the company’s boats with a part of. 
my baggage on board, to the amount of one thou- 
fand rupees, was loft m a ftorm near Bhar Where- 
upon I wrote to colonel Barker, informing him of 
the accident, and thatinconlcquenceof his decla- 
ration, that he ihould ftand to the confequence 
** of this fending me out of the country." I fhould 
fend him an account of the particulars of my lofs, 
and call upon him for the amount .• to tvliich letter 
. he never returned any aiifwer. Having procured 
another boat at my own cxpcncc, to take in fuch 
part of the baggage as was faved from the wreck, 
I proceeded on till we arrived at Bandicoot, a' 
place about 100 miles off Calcutta , where, not 
finding water, fufficicnt to carry boats any further. 
I was trader the necellit) of leaving the boats and 
of travelling over land with my family and bag- 
gage at my own expence ; winch including boat- 
hire, bearfers, cookys, hackeries and other iravel- 
ling charges coft me about 600 rupees before I 
arrived at Calcutta, which was the beginning of 
June ; having been better thin a month on my 
paffage down. 

On the 9th of June iy66, T received an order 
froiip the governor and council of Cslcucra. in 

w hicb 



U-Hcji fdijr.otlier gentlemen \rere ,inciu( 3 eci, dK 
reding^ ViV to’hold'ourfdv^-inreaSiaefs to embark' 
fbr'Europe'by*the’rcturmng,-flijps ,ef that feafon.’ 
As* this Was an -.Xinpreceyented tiling; I imagined 
it was- done with' a* .defigh to frighten - m tnuJ the 
ferVice^again ; and 'finding-afterwards' that many 
6f the refighers had again aduairy entercd intothei 
fervlce/ and’farcherconfidermg'l y/asdn ranli heaf 
a majority', 'and ibaf' if’ tlie govefnbf and council 
fhduld perfift in carrying thei'r'order,fdr'my' fud-' 
dchly going.'td Europe into execution by fprcc^ ic 
V/o’uld be the caufe'oi inevitable rmn to me and'my 
family therefore waVncccffitatcd to make efrefy 
fubriiiffioh that 'could b'e -fnadc'wiih /decenby and 
pro^riljty.to the pf€fidbnt'jlnd'councii'’as”wcll ac 
^o^fev'etal'paTUculaT merirbeis, in orderto ptbeure’ 
fhy r'einllatefnehc * butimy applicaiiohsand fub- 
ffii/nbn’s were all ineffcdiial. ' ‘ ■ 

Oh’the tSch'of Auguft 1766,10 niy greiiV fur- 
prilc I received a lettcr frOm'Mr. William -Aldeni 
fey, ^feefetafy j, infofmin'g-mcj tliat.’Tnconfe- 
.l^eiice of’the notice alrdady.givcn'me of'the 'pth' 
of Jianc. 176,6, to^pTdpaTc’‘foT 'Temrning to ‘Eu- 
rope, 'fortlic part I ’bore'iri’the’late’re'Tignatio'iT. of 
■officers of the army ;• hebvaS ordered,' By the figlit 
'honourable lord Clive, "p'rifidentj "a'hd'the'cou'ncil 
■Qf Calcuttaj to acquaint me that I muft’acedrdihg- 
eihbarlc on. board -the'’ lofdCarndin)" which fln^' 
‘was cxp’efted toTail towards ;.thc end of tnb'iTiomh' 
‘and that captain Smith wasfdrriinied 'vviiHhrj'drdeV 
"■foT rbecivirig me on hoard -with m'y'h'ece'fiarifcs^'’’^'' 
At this time niy wife was -gone three'fnhnthsWic^i 
thildi '.Such uhexpefted new,' 2 nd the rerfeAibn 
'of my being thus cruelly torn from 'her, ' dvcrcame 

- • * - ■ ‘ ~ -r-- •/' 
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!ier fo much that flic fell fick aad a violent fever 
enfued v hich had near coft her life ; and in the 
middle of this illnefs ftie mifearried. - . 

I found from captain Smith, commander of the 
lord Camden, who had liltcwife received his or- 
ders from the governor and council, that I was to 
be taken on board as a chancr party pafienger, 
and fliould have but bad accommodations on board. 
Charter-party paflengers are fent home at ithe 
company’s expence, and are entitled to Ihip's pro- 
vifions as common failors. It w'as putting a geoile- 
man on a footing w’ith the felons iranfported from 
England to America, at the cxpcnce of the crov/n- 

In the midft therefore of my diftrefles, I once 
more addrefTed the governor and council in the 
moft fubmiflive terms, requefling that, in confide- 
ration'of my long, faithful, and known fervices in 
the company military employ, I might as well as 
others, be re-admitted, to my former flatioa. I 
farther rcprefenied the diftrcfl’ed fltuation of my 
felf and family, and that 1 could not thus go to 
Europe without inevitable ruin. 

In anfwcr to this niy humble fupplication, I re- 
ceived a letter from Mr. feerctary Aldcrfey, dated 
Calcutta the 25th of Ajiguft 1766, informing me, 
" thathe ivas ordered by the right honourable the 
’ prefident and council to acknowledge 'the receipt 
of my letter to them, and to acquaint me, in an- 
fwer, that they wcre.dctcrmined tp have” their or- 
ders duly complied with ; and unlefs I did repair 
on board the lord Camden in proper time, purfu- 
ant to the notice I had already received, -that I 
might be afiured the company’s orders would be 
put in execution, by entbarking me by force. 
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On Friflay thc^zgth of Auguft-, lord Clive or- 
dered his aid-dc camp captain "Upton, to acquaint 
m^, that he expcfled 1 would go on board ibelhip 
lord Cambden, taptaln Smith, on the Mond-iy 
next, as the captain went on board that day, and / 
'that'Mr. Kerfall ihecommiffary general had orders 
to provide me with boats. As I had before heard 
colonel Barher declare, in prelence of feveral of- 
ficers, that lordClivc would facrificc himfelf, fami- 
ly and fortune, and even the whole fettlemenc, ra- 
ther than give up his point I no\9 plainly per-, 
reived it was imponible to foften Ins inhuman heart 
to corhpanion, but that I ihoold fhortly be torn 
from my family* fortune, and every' th!ng*dear 
to me. All that I could do on this occafion, in 
the fttilements of Calcutta, was tocaufc the notary 
public, Mr. John Holme, todraw up two protefis 
againli lord Clive, the council, and captain Na- 
thaniel SmUh, of the lo>d Cambden *, which was 
accordingly done, and one of them I prefented to 
the governor anil council, and the other to captain 
Smith. 

On the mo’-nlng of the 3 d of September captain 
Upton came to my houfe, and informed me thit 
lord Clive had fent him tp me, to defirc I would 
not repel force by force, as he intended that af- 
ternoon to fend an officer with a party of feapoys 
to force me on board the Idrd Camden j and that 
' his lordfhip ferther defired him to acquai^ 
that he would give me all the law on myl^ .t 

„ 1 could Tcquhe, as he was fuWy 'dwenTimeE eek 

into houfe, either at the houfe or windows 1 de- 
’ firedcapiain Upton to picient my refpefts to lord 
Clive, and acquaint him, that 1 was refolved not 
I i 2 to 
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to go on boird any fh p b\ confent, and that hi^ 
Jordrtiip might u<c ^ hat torce le pleafed, as^I 
would foontr loofe my life ilian be feparated from 
my wife /ami!} and ibrtunc, in fucb a crutl and 
unlawful mijnncr ^ 

, Acco dingly the nc<.t momng, being the 4th 
of September, enhgn Peter AngerlleLn enterect 
and futroundcd my houfe with a ierj“ant arc| 
twehe or fourteen fcapo}S, in order to foie mV 
perfon , but on my peicening the guard enti.r thd 
door of the xorcpart of my lioofe, 1 being then la 
the hall, fliut the doois of the roomagainft them, 
c\pecting the guard would brealc them open, as 
captain Upton Ind before acquainted me his lord 
fhip s intentions were but enf gn Angerdeen find- 
jDgl had flidt the \ indo vs of my houfe, immed - 
atcly \ lantpd ccntineU at the doors and win- 
dows, and ga\e ftnet ojd ts to the guard, not to 
fuffer cither victuals or drink to be admitted to 
m**, nor any pc Ion to hate "ny communication 
a ith me My wife nt this time being in an adja- 
cent roomot the houfe, was rot permit ed to come 
into th“ aparimert 1 was in, nor even fuffered to 
t?lk to me through the bars of ihewinclotss Upon 
my afkvng eafign Angerftcen by \/hat amhorit} Be 
acted fo inipruJtnily and unlawfully ? he told me 
It was b) lord Llive s pofitits order, which h® bal 
2^*^ f'^-Wd b) hs lordlh ps ov\n hand At 
he read part of ih" order to me, flind 
ingt»^ diftancefromtjae window, purporpng** tha^ 
he, Anixerllcen, w«s to take a guard, and fecure 
the perfon? of captain Vernon UuOjeT I and enfign 
hrancis Rpbertfon, not to fuffer any perfon or 
t perfonswhat'oe/er Jo ^ pi or id ^oms our. Or aU 
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low provlfions, liquors or fupplios of any Icind to 
be conveyed to them, lYithout his lordfhip’s ei- 
pr^fs orders, and that he might try to get in at the 
windows, or by any other-fincfie to fecure thcin 
perfons.’* -- • ' u 

• When enfign Angerftecn had read thus much Of 
his orders, he put them’ in his pocket. I begged 
he would read the whole to me : but he refufed 
doing it, and.went away leaving the .guards lla-' 
tiohed as before-mcntidn^. Dinner being ready^ 
my wife and fomc of my 'fervants approached ,tQ 
give me fome victuals through the bars of the 
windows ; upon which the centinels pulhed them 
?i\vay with great infolcncc, and abufed them to the 
higheH: degree. About ihu time a jammadar or 
black officer of fcapoys, entered a' r6om joining to 
jny houfe, where my wife and part of my family 
were fitting, and with the grcatcftafruranceinfifted 
on fitting ciofc to her. Timmediately fpoke to him 
in his ov/n language, telling him, that was my wdfe 
'and family, and defired him to go out of my houfe; 
upon which lie abufed me beyond exprefiion. * 

In this fituatlon 1 wrote to the mayorand aider- 
men of Calcutta, as alfo to Randolph Marriott and 
'Hugh Watts, Lfquires, his majefty’sjufticesofthe 
peace, acquainting them with my fiiuation, and 
informing them, that not being a military man, 
neither having coramitted robbery, creafon, mur- 
der, nor any other crime or mifdemeanor, I ap- 
plied to them as to the civil power of that 'city, 
•hoping for their protection. ' 

On the fthdf September I received a letter from 
Mr. John Holme, regiftcr of the mayor’s court, 
’ acquainting me, that he was ordered by the court 
‘ ' |o 
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to inform me, that my afFaic did not come within 
theircognizance or jurildulion ; and the fame day 
3 received an anf'Acr from Mr. Watts, that he %s*as 
iick; but having received no anfwer from Mr. 
Marriott, i wrote to him again, , informing him, 
that my condition was then fuch, that I was Car- 
ving, and had nol'cven been allowed logo to the 
neceflary-houfe, during my confinement. In an- 
fwer, 1 received a letter from Mr. Marriott the' 
fame day, acquainting me, he had received my let- 
ter, ana informing me that if 3 would nowpleafe to 
apply to Claud RulTcl, Efqj who was the prefcnc' 
afting juftice of the peace, he dared to fay, I fhould 
be granted a civil orticer to conduft me to him, in 
order to lay my grievances before him On this 
information I wrote twice to Mr. 'Ruflell, who at 
laO: thought proper to anfwer me, that as foon as 
he could have the opinion of the bench of juftices 
upon the fubjeil of my complaint, he would ac- 
quaint me with it. Some time after Mr. RolTelin- 
.formed me by lf*tfer, that the members of the 
board being difperfed in the country, a full bench 
could not be aflembled nil that morning the 8th of 
September, and that Mr. Grofe their clerk, whom 
they had deputed to weit on me, would acquaint 
me with the refult of their meeting. Accordingly 
Mr. Grofe came to me that evening, and informed 
me, by ivorcl of mouth, through the bars of my 
windows, that the bench or jufijces had laid my 
letters before lord Chve, and afked his reafons for 
placing the guards on me in the manner I had rela- 
ted in my letters, and that Tiis lordfhip had an- 
fwered, that he had not ordered the guards to con- 
fine me to my room, but on the contrary had given 

them 
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tTiem orders to let me go about here 1 would •, tJiat 
1 was at liberty to go to any part of Calcutta, and 
thaf ihejeafon of the guard being placed over me, 
hts lordfhip fald, was for not Obeying the orders of 
the governor and council in going on board the 
lordCamb'dcn Farther, that the bench of )ufti- 
ces thought the letters ’ I b^d laid before them was 
groundkls, and they fhould take no'farther notice 
of them that if i vcould, agreeable to \Vie 
orders of the governor and council, proceed on 
board the lord Cambden, ^ mipht'cxpeifl: all the 
civility and good treatment 1 comd wTfh for, 

,Thcfe minutes reported by the bench of jufticcs, 
1 took down in writing before Mr, Grofe, and the 
next day I addrelTcd them again, ^expoftubting on 
their melTage, difapprovingcernin allegations and 
acquainting them that as a Britilh fubjeff,’ much 
opprefled, 1 applied to them as his majefty’s jufli- 
ces, rcquefling they would examine enfign Anger- 
fteen, ferjeant Halfelf, and the havaldar of the 
guard, upon’ oath, concerning the orders by which 
they afted 5 but that as for going on board the 
lord Cambden, 1 had already acquainted the go- 
ternor and council that '1 could not comply with 
fuch orders. ' * 

The bench did nbt fhew the lead inclination to 
comply with my requeft, refpedling the "examina-s. 
tion , fo on the loth of September 1766, I wrote 
again fcparatcly to Wiliam Summer, Harry Verelft, 
Randolph Marriott, Claud Ruflel, '3 homas Kel- 
fall, Charles Floyeri and William Aldtrfcy^ Efqrs. 
his majefty*s julViccs, acquainting them, that I 
wanted to fwear the peace agunlt enfign Anger- 
Been s and as I was ptevented from waiting upon 

them. 
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“by my being confined, I fiioyld be ^tacl td 
fee any one of them at my houfe to rahe my depo- 
fition None of thefc gentlemen ho\sc\cr, thoJght 
proper to come to my houfe, or c^tn anfwcr fny 
leirer, except the cautious Mr RufTcI, ''ho wrote 
to me on thi. i ith of September, tint in cafe my 
delire of fw caring the peace againfi enfign Angcr- 
fteen arofe from any caufe thit had no conncctiort’ 
With the fiibjcct of my former letters, he \ ould be 
glad to fee me at his houfe, and If neceflary for 
that purpofe, he would fend a conftablc for roy 
protection • but m cafe it had tq do v ith my for- 
mer letters, he had no authority 

The fame day i received a letter frotft Mr, 
fjfofe, acquainting me, that he was directed by 
jhe bench of ’Juftices, \/ho had aflcmbicd on ihd 
feveral applications i had made to them, bothfepa- 
jntely and jointly, to inform me, that on enquiry 
jnio‘the raufe ofmy compUmts, they' di 1 notap- 
pear to be cognizable bj- any civil auti ori^ there, 
beng againft the prefidcnl and council. 

The prefident and council act by the authority of 
the company, or tht court of directors* aftd the 
^agiftratcs by the authority of the laws* and for 
the fovereign Thus the authority of the fer^ants 
the Eaft-lndia company is la Bengal, held to be 
iuperior to that of thefo\ercign and the laws 
After this final anA/er from the bench of ju/li- 
ces. It phinly appeared impofiible to obtain any 
redrefs m Bengal againft fucb illegal and arbitrary 
proceedings, becaufe, ihofe gentlemen as fisorn 
yufticesbf tl e peace would not condemn ore ano- 
ther for \’ibat they tranfacicd as coiinfcllors- 

IlrvVin^J 
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' Having been ten days and nights clofe confined* 
In my houfe, in wane of common neceflaries, and' 
evfjn daylight, overcome with the heat of the wea- 
ther and the fmell of my room, which was now be- 
come extremely difagreeable •, in' this fituatlon I 
had been attached with a difeafe, which often 
proves mortal in that country, and I was in fail ac 
the point of death,- when I determined to have my 
doors opened, and to fiirrender myfelf prifoner to 
lord CJive and the council-' But before I execu- 
ted this refolution, on the 13 th of September I 
wrote to lord Clive on account of my ficuation, to 
hear what he would fay 5 to which he immediately 
returned me for anfwer, that I was no ftranger to 
the reafon of the guard of fcapoys being ported near 
tny houfe, but that I certainly knew they were not 
ported there to confine me to the houfe, but chat I 
might come out when ever I thoughc proper. 

After this I had my doors opened, and with the 
afilftance of Mr. Gowin, made a Ihifc that nightto 
crawl to the houfe of Mr, James, a near neighbour.’ 

1 was followed clofe by rtK feapoys, with bayo- 
nets fixed on their mulkets, while the reraainderof 
the guard that rtay’d at my houfe, ported double 
centmels at the doors of thc,room wliere I had been 
confined, and v/ould not fuHfcr my wife nor any 
one, to enter therein- *1 ftaid and Tupped at Mr. 
James’s, in company with mifs Stanford, Mad- 
den, Broadbent and df) 6 tor Savage, who were 
eye witneflbs of the abovcc'-'After fupper enfign 
Angerflecn came to Mr. James, and' notwithfiand- 
ingl had Ihewed him the letter I hadVecetved from 
b'd Clive, condurted me with the guard that was 
wiihme, back to my' oun houfe, where J was rtill 
Kk guarded 
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guarded as a pnfoner, but %ith lefc rigour than h6-* 
fore On the 14th of September in the morningj 
I was carried out in my palanque^n in comply 
vith Mr Britain, in order to entcraproteft aga nil 
lordOive and the bench of juftices, but was fol- 
low ed through the ftretts bv two of the f^apo} 3 
with drawn bayonets and notwithHanding all the 
pretences and afuirances of lord Clue, that I was 
at liberty , I was on a fudden furrounded ■by a new 
guard of twelve feapoys, who m a moft contenp- 
tuoua manner made me their pnfoncr, and forced 
me back to my own houfe,inthe prefence ofMefTrs 
Bntam, Holme and Randall, heutenanc Edraon- 
fon, the Rev Mr Katnaoderand Mr Carewood, 
where I remained pnloner, with double centinels 
ov cr me . but w ith liberty jiowerer to go from one 
room to the other 

On the evening of the 17th of September, the 
guard made an attempt^ to feize my perfon m the 
hall, but upon my rctinng into my bed-cham- 
ber, they did notchufc tofolloi me, asJfuppofe, 
for fear of 5re arms This b-haviour gave me 
great fufpicion, that lord Clive had giv en particular 
orders concerning me, to be executed that nighr, 
which was verified by jhe event , for m the dead 
of the night, or rather the morning of the iSih, 
between two and three o’clock, enfign Auger^ecn 
came with ferjeant Smder and part of the guard, 
and entered the room where I v as with my wife, 
and immediately fcizing me by the right arm, tore 
me in a mofl: barbarous manner from her, notwith- 
jKndmg m that mdantnie fell to the ground m a 
fit I was dragged through the flreets or Calcutta 
to the riv er fide, and put into a badge ow, wh^r® 

I re- 
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I remained with ceniinels at the cabbin-door from 
three m the morning liH four that afternoon ; m hen 
enjign Angerflcen came to fee me in the cabbin, 

I afked him what was to be done with me ? he 
informed me, lord Clive had given orders, that I 
Ibould be put down the river, and put on board a 
floop, the captain of which had orders to proceed, 
with me to Madrafs. , , 

About this time my wife came to fee me in her 
palankeen, though extremely weak after her late 
mifcarriage. She falJ (he was determined to fhare 
my fate in going with me, rather than be thus fe- 
parated from me by lord Clive afier^ eight years ' 
marriage. Accordingly 1 confented to take her 
with me, and leaving auornies to fettle my affairs t 
^ut upon this enfign Angerftcen immediately or- 
dered the boat to be puflied. off, and again in a 
pioff cruel manner focced us from each other J 
which fo affe£led my wif^ that 1 did not expect flte 
^vould furvive it. ^ 

.The boat immedmieJy put off, , under the com- 
mand of ferjeanl Snider with the guard, enfign 
Angcrfteen remaining behind. There was a gen- 
tleman, named brands Kobertfoii, late an officer 
in the army, who had alfo in the fame manner been 
confined to Ijis houfe, under charge of a party of 
Angerffeen’s fcapoys, and who was brought on 
‘ board with me. In our pafiage down the river he 
fhewed me a copy of lard Clive’s orders, which he- 
had procured from enfign Angcrfteen, exaftly ta- 
ken from the original., on the i8th of Set^tembei:, 

' in prefence of Mr. Patrick Duff and Mr. James 
‘ tjpme, as follows : 


Kk ti 


To 
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To Enfiga Angerfiecn. 

S I R, 

You are to take a guard and fecore the perfons 
of captain Vernon, Du/ncld and enfign Francis 
Kobcrtfon , v/hcn fecurcd, \ou are to embark 
them m badgero \ s or boats pro\ idcd for that pur- 
rofe, and con\ ey them by aicr on “board the 
lord Camden, delitering them to the charge of 
captain Smith. In cafe )ou meet with refinance of 
fire-arms, fwords or any other weapons that may 
endanger the lofs of your own life, or the lives of 
tny of >our party, \ou arc to dvfift from the at- 
tempt, contenting > ourfelf vwth placing guards in 
fuch a manrer, that they Cannot poiTibly efcape ; 
ror are you to fuffer any perfon or perfons v hat- 
foeveriogo m or come oJt, orallov pro\ifion«, 
or liquors, or any other (applies of any kind to 
be conicyed to tl em, without rry exprefs orders. 
You are hkev ifc to endeaiour to prevail upon the 
faiil two oTccrs to rurrcndc-thcmfeh es quietly, and 
if that has no cTcft, you mav try’, by getting m 
rt the wndo , or by ary other fi-'cAc, to fccure 
th-ir perfons , but upon no account by force or 
\iolcncc to break open any lock . if the door be 
not locked, you ni.jy tn that cafe open It, and force 
thefai I two c‘"ccrs. 

Fort Willum the 4 ih (L. S ^ 

Sepiembsr iyC6. 


fSigredj Clive.’’ 

On 



t =19 i 

On the 19th in the afternoon, we arrived along 
fide the fioop, near Ingcllee, and upon refuting to 

go. voluntarily on boara, were forced up the fide 

by feijeant Snider and his guard, in prefcnce of 
Mr. Briggs and Mr. Ingles. 1 told Briggs who 
commanded the floop, that fince he had fulfered 
me to be put forcibly on board, I fhould look upon 
myfelf as his pnfoner, and upon him as anfwerable 
for the confequences hereafter. He anfwercd he 
could not help it, that he had received orders from 
the governor and council, for that purpofe. 

Mr. Briggs fee fail for Madrafs ; and after we 
had been a few days at fea, he fhewed me the or- 
der he had rcceivea from the governor and council 
pf Calcutta which 'was as follows, i 

To captain William Briggs of the Ann floop, 
.SIR, 

•‘You are'hereby ordered to rccelveon board your 
Poop, captain lieuienantVernon Dufheld and enfign 
Francis Robertfon, whom you are to carry to 
Madrafs, and deliver them to the orders of the pre- 
fident and council there. • 

Bated Fort William the 15th of Sept. 1766. 

By order of the right honourable the prefident 
and council. ‘ ' 

William Aldcrfey, Secretary.!* 

After a very difagreeable pifiaec on the 17th 
of 0£lober at night, we arrived atMadrafs *, and 
‘on the 13th were taken afhore' by captain Briggs, 
in order to be delivered over to the governor and 

coua- 
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council to whom \vc were configned, for further 
impnfonment and traniportation ; on notice of our 
arrival, a lerjeant came, and informed us, that 
captain Foftcr defired we would come to the fort 
immediately ; and on rcfufal, he had orders from 
governor Falk ro fend a guard and bring us by 
lorce We defircJ the ferjeanl to acquaint cap- 
tain Frafier, that as \vc were prlfoners of Mr. 
Briggs, we could not think by any means of fel- 
ting ourfelves at liberiy, and Ihould therefore wait 
his return. 7 he feijcant finding captain Frafier 
aCeep, went to colonel Tod who ordered the fer- 
jeant to take a guard and bring us prifoners- into 
ihefort, and in lefs than an hour he returned with 
a. guard of feapoys and carried us into the fort to 
captain Frafier’s houfe, who by this time was get- 
ting Up. He informed us that the governor nad 
given orders for us to be immediately lent on board 
the Speaker, captain JDevvar, which was to fail 
, that evening for Bombay, and in cafe of our refu- 
fal, he had orders toibtcc us on board with a pro- 
per guard. Thus thefc injured officers, who had 
been guilty of no other fault, than that of religning 
their commiffion, were fent forcibly from Bengal 
to MadrafSjthcn to Bombay, and from thence down 
the Malabar co^ft qn their way to England, Wc' 
Tcquelied we might have the permiffion of feeing 
colonel Tod, which captain Frafier granted, and 
■fent lieutenant Spratt to guard us. “We acquainted 
colonel Tod with our fiiuation, and begged he 
■would inform the governor of our diftrefs, for Want 
pf a few hours time on Ibore to prepare for the voy- 
age : but he refufed laying, the affair did not cpn- 
' cerq him. 


Lieut5a 
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Lieutenant Spratt therefore conducted us to thtf 
fea fide with a guard, forced us into a boat, and 
frojn thence into the (hip Speaker,* When we 
were embarked, and faw captain D’ewar, we afked 
him if he had received any order from the gover- 
nor and council of Madrafs to receive us on board 
his Hup? he replied, he had received orders frota 
them CO receive us on board as charter-party paflea- 
gers, which he ivould do. After we had beea 
lome days at fea he fhewed us the orders he had 
received, from the faid governor and council, which 
were as follow : 

To captain James Dewar of the fliip Speaker. 

S I R, 

You are hereby ordered to receive on board 
your (hip, as charter party pafiengers for England, 
captain lieutenant Verndh Duffield, and enfiga 
Francis Roberifon, ‘ ’ 

H. M. Goodlad, Secretary,** 
Fort St. George the 13 th of Odlobsr, iy66, 

SIR,, 

I am further ordered ^o acquaint >ou, that the 
faid captain lieutenant Vernon Duffield’and enfign 
Francis Robertfon arc not to be permitted to go on 
fiiore at Bombay, without the particular orders of 
the governor and council there. 

H.^1. Goodlad, Secretary.’* 
Fort St. George the : 3 th ofOilober, lyfiS. 


A'bef 



t *5* 1 

After our arrival at Bomba wrote to cap- 
tain Dewar for leave to go on (horc, who fent his 
purfer Mr. John Davis, to inform us, that he could 
not give us leave, but advifed us to apply to the 
governor and council there. Whereupon we wrote 
to them, requcfting permitlion to come on Ihore 
for our healths, on our paroles to return on board 
the Speaker when fire was ready to fail 

In anfwer to our letter we received one from Mr. 
Ramfey, fecretary to the governor and council, 
informing us that he v/asdircfted by their order to 
acquaint us, that they had no objedtions to our re- 
liding upon Butcher’s ifland during the Speaker’s 
continuance at Bombay, provided we would enter 
into a bond of 500I. each, to repair voluntarily on 
board again, when required, gi\ mg proper fecu- 
rity for the fame. We could nor help thinking 
thefe conditions impofed on us very harili and in- 
human, for Butcher's ifland, in the harbour of 
Bombay, is a place commanded by a non com- 
miffioncd officer’s guard, which ve were informed 
was only ufed for the confinement of felons, and 
other prifoners, and for the keeping of the gover- 
nor’s live ftock » and with refpect to the fecurity 
bond. It was out of our power to give It, being en- 
tire ftrangers to every body m Bombay 

We therefore expoftulated with the governor 
and council upon the unreafonablenefs of Ihefepro- 
pofaU , and after further deliberation, they order- 
ed Mr fecretary Ramft} to acquaint us, that m 
confideration ofourcircomftances, they would con- 
fent to our coming on Ibo e at Bombay, provided 
we would execute ihe parole which was mcloftd to 
Us. But they acquamted us, that the board could 

not 
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hot but rcmarlt mjuflicc to tliemleb'es, .that tlifiit' 
Jiropolal for our retiding on Butcher’s Ifland was 
no, May umeaConaUc, as it was allow tid to be a 
very healihy and plcafant place, where peopid 
had frcijucntly gone for the benefit of their licalths. 
We eacn of uS executed and returned the paroles 
which M'cre fent us as follows, 

1 , the underwritten Vernon puffield, fiow char- 
ter-party paiTengcr on board the honourable Halt 
India compnnj’s fhip Speaker, ordered to England 
b} the prefident and council of Madraft, do here- 
by’ give my parole of honour to the prefident and 
council bf Bombay, that if they \slU admit of my 
gomg on (Irorc tl\crcfor rcftcflrmcnt, 1 will during 
toy refiJence on the fame itland, conduft myfelf 
in every rcfpedl in a becoming manner as a gen- 
tleman, and voluntarily rtiutn on bo^ird the faid 
ihip without hcfitaiion, whenever I may be requi- 
red, forp^'occcdingon heryoyage toGreai-Britain, 
Dated on board the fliip Speaker the lOth of 
December 

I After this captain DeWar fent an order to the 
commanding-olficcron board to permit U3to goon 
ihorc, which we accordingly did, and on the 23d 
bf Januarj i/dy, we received the following order. 

To MelHeurs Vernon, DufileH and Francis 
Kobcrtlbn* 

Gcmlcnien, 

I am ducked by the honourabitf the prefident 
and council to acquaint you, that thetr difp\tcbts 
f^r tl.c Speaker i.dl be (i;tnctl on Monday morn- 
ing, the iCih inftant, and to acqudat >ou 10 re- 
L1 pair 
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pair on board her accordingly, agreeable to th<S 
parole you executed upon coming on ihore. 

I am. Gentlemen, 

Your itioft obedient {ervSnt. 

(Signed^ Andrew Ramfcy, Secretary. 
Bombay Caftle, 23d January, 1767. 

We accordingly repaired ori board the Speaker, 
where having only the acconimodation of charter- 
party palTengcrs, jvvjth fcarce room to hang our 
hammocks 5 -I was obliged to purchafe the ufe of 
the boaifwain*s cabin, for eight pounds . and hav- 
ing^been Informed [at Bombay, that governor 
Crommelin, wh'o was pafTcnger from Bombay alfo 
in this Blip, would not allow ©four eating at tabic 
with him, we were under the nece/Ijty ^ of agreeing 
with the under mates to mefs with them. 

Wc left Bombay and proceeded down theMalabaf 
coaft to TiUtchercy, where Mr. Robertfon, difia- 
tisfied' with , Ills fituation In the Speaker, left us, 
upon giving captain Dewar his parole of honour to 
proceed to Europe in a French Ihip- Prom TilU- 
cherry we proceeded to Anjingo which w'as the 
lallport in India that we were to touch at. Juft 
■before we failed from the Malabar coaft, captain 
Dewar informed me that governor Crommelin had 
defired him to acquaint rtie, that he had now no 
objections to my eating at hU table j by which I 
underftood the reafon of his objrfiing before to 
have been for fear of dilbbliging lord Chve. As 
therefore I was not at allplenled W ith my fituation, 
I purchafed the privilege of the captain*Sji,tabIe for 
one hundred pounds fterling ; we proceeded to bf. 

Helena, 
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Helena, which we again left in May 17^7, and 
fct fail for England. 

(Signed) Vernon DufHeld. 

Mr. DufHeld after Ks arrival in England, pre- 
cluded from the refourccs of the moderate fortune 
he had acquired in IndoHan, ruined and uncon- 
ne£lcd, found himfelf unable fo feck for a lawful 
revenge of hljurongs a^mft hi? opprefibrs. As he 
had no profpeft of*fatisfadlon adequate to his 
injuries, he went back toBcngal, to gather the fcan- 
ty remains of hUfcaitered fortune.^ Thus a Britilh 
■lubjeit driven, by violence’ and a mercllels petfecu- 
tion from tbe EngUdi (ettlemepts* was forced for 
want of monc)' and Intprcft,' to Itrave lord CUve to 
enjoy his unmanly triumph with impunity. "When 
Jord Clive acquainted. Mr. DujHeld that he would 
give him all the hw on hi^ fide, as he was fully de- 
termined CO break into his''h 6 u(e. Did not foch an 
avowed defign to violate the facredafijlum’of his 
felIo\v-fubjeft,ifhcws that he' thought his wealth 
and power fiwUld bafRe aU means of redrefs, fug- 
gelled byjufiice and equity? ' 

The following cafe of John Nex-ill Parser, EJq. 
of Bengal ; w jth Sir FletchtA- Norton’s op'r^aa. reJ 
hc£ls no^ lefs difgrace upon the memo-r of our 
hero, ’f’ j * ^ 

John NcvilL Parker, Efq: a rscKsej ia ,!,• 
king sfcrvice, 'on ihe sthofriJarti ,-S^ obrora- 
ed with his majefty’s permrinoa.-ecnioriiEon fro- 
ths company, as captain « 
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?ind dsrriul over with him to India a company of 
an hundred and ten men. 

He refi^ned Ins commiflion on account of the 
reduc*^ion of camp allowance, called Batta, and on 
the ibch of May 1766,110 tva'? permuted by major 
Smith to quif the army . nowithftanding which ic 
Was afcer\”ards ptctended that he was fttll a mili- 
tary man, and on the fifth of June 1766, when 
engaged in his own pm ate bufinefs, he was fud- 
denly feized at Banarcs, in the jurifdiftion of the 
Nabob Sujah Alli Dowlah, by an order from colo- 
nel Richard Smith, where he was ignommioully 
dragged through the ftrefits, and then clofe con- 
fined He was conduced thence to Chuprah, 
■where he arrived on the 14th of ]june, and on the 
i6th of the f’Tie month he arrived at Psrna He 
tsas then earned and confined in a diirp^l hole, 
and on the 16th of September he was fummoned 
to attend a court martial where he was informed 
}iis former refignation was now deemed mutiny, for 
■which he was to be tried 

Mr Parker objected to the authbrity of the 
court, infifting that he had never entered into any 
Contract O' agreement with the Lall India com- 
panv, toferve t» em for any fixed time , that he 
had rcllgned their employ in the beginning of May 
laft, had not bpen mullcred forfonie months be. 
fore, nor had he received anj pay from the pre- 
ceding month 0^ April 

'J’hc following is a copy of Mr Parker's proteft, 
delivered to the court on the 17th of Septem- 
ber, 1766 

Gentlemen, prefiJepr, and rrtembers 
J iJfiiffflunn'hed frpffecton the ignominious 

treat- 
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treatment I ha've endured ; and am more partxcu-^ 
larly furprized at being opprefied by thofe whofe 
fphere it is to protect tlie lubject, lupportthe glo- 
fjous conftitution of kngland, and enact as ucll as 
f:her>ni Us laws: but when thefe juft and laudable 
inoiives arc no lopger thought worthy of artention, 
individuaUfar diftantfromthc feat of liberty, dcfti- 
tute of friends, intereft,, and eveyy other fupport, 
arc born down by a torrent, of pcrfecution, and 
dragged in defiance of all laws, from place to place, 
as 1 have moft injurioufiy experienced. 

Iprtfume, gentlemen, it is ncccfiary to acquaint ’ 
you, that 1 never entered into any contraft or 
agreement to ferve the. honoutable company , and 
I did for ni^^ny obvious rcafons refign their employ 
in the beginning of, May laft i neither was I mulUr- 
cd for months before that time i nor havb 1 receiv- 
ed pay, or any other allowance, fince the precedihg 
month of April j and in conhrmaitop thereof, 
when J \vas with the reft of ths late officers, doin^ 
duty m thegarrifon of Illahabad, major Smith ths 
commanding officer, on the 15th of May falV, fum- 
mooed us,, and publilhed a kttcr fent him by col. 
Smith, from the right honourabk the commander 
in chief, wherein he declared he uould accept of 
the refignation of all tho!e officers, who fignified 
their intention of quitting the fervicc In anlV er 
to which we informed major Smi»h, we ftiould leave 
the garnfon on the 20ih of th^t month, or fooner, 
^jfwe could prO\ id^'ourfelvcs Vv .ih boats to proc ed 
to Calcutta On the lytli of shat, month, I left 
Jllahabad with the major’s approbation, arid m a 
few days-afeer 1 arriTed at iianliat;, \\h<lre I \s?5 
Seized the 5th of June following, fay an’order of 

colonel 
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colonel Smith, bearing date the fifft of the lame 
month. I cannot fuppole, gentlemen, knowing 
thefc fa£ls, which I can now prove,, and which are 
ty the U\\<i of Great Britain infeparable obftaCies 
to my being ’tried 'by a military court, that you 
wjll proceed no farther againft me. ^ 

The fliocking and degrading' manner of appre*- 
bending me, and the many inluhs I have publicly 
fuffered, refiefted on my charafler as an officer, 
Jn which ftation I have had the honour to fer\c 
my king and country foranany years, w;ththe ap- 
probation and applaufe of my fuperlors, that I de- 
termined tofolicit a trial ; and it was firmly* my in- 
tention to have flood one, had 1 been relcafed, in 
allowing it to have been a voluntary ail of mine ; 
but fo far was 1 from being ever countenanced by 
bts lordfbip, or ’obtaining the leafl mitigation of 
the fevcrity ot my treatment, that irifults were re- 
peated, and I had been a prifoner forty dfivs pre- 
vious to my being ordered ^for^the Jaft court mar- 
tial ; ^nd as a farther aggravation, 1 w'as Hill con- 
rinued under the fame difagreeable circutnftinces ; 
and I Ijayc'altogetlier fuffered this cruel and vex- 
atious imprifonment, three months and ten diys : 
which are the motives lhatinduced me to objefl tq 
my being tried, and from which Tam refolved ne- 
ver to fwervetas loj^ as I am thus mal-treated. 
Think nof, gentlemen,'that thefe Sentiments pro- 
ceed from any apprehenfion' of iheconfequences of 
a trial : far from j confeious of my own inno- 
cence, and having the bigheft opinion of the abili- 
ties, experience and^mpartiallty of every one of 
you, I doubt not, could you with propriety try 
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^e, but iblt.l ffiould beshwourably. acquitted of, 
the'cVirne malicioufly.prcfeir^Iagainft me. /. ' ' . 

You 'have' noTfi/ gentlcmln, . a .ma'uWr, of impor- 
tance .tbidetermine;; Jibwcver/irivial it may appear 
regarding me 5 yet in 'iny cafei-tnuft be decided; 
that of everyrBrifil'h fubject^ who i5,-bhmhy;h'ere- 
after tnter.into* thfe.bonourabifrCdinpany *5 milttary 
fcrvice,*{ahd‘ whether. Ubbfry in this part, !of the 
worldiis a niado;^^ i rL:r.--j s:' 

Left ,lc;lhouid-bc imagined^by any.p£rfqn;;that 
m'y. Confent.is not requif;te to try me-lcgally/.l -beg’ 
leave, to refer ihennio th’e .rccentand fimilar!inftance 
Of lord George. SackViUe, '.who having fefignedjhis 
military-employment, ■ by order of his Majefty/- af- 
te'rwardsjfoucited a court-martial io clear-iis'chai 
Tacter■of;maay■implll'aliohs^laid jto .hisPeharge ; ■ 
_N?hich.was!rcfufed.him,^onaccouhiofJhis having’ ' 
.mo connexion iv.'ith the'army,lahdlof>'courfe noc 
being ifubj^ct td military* law.- • Notwitliftanding, 
.Upon'.his repeated a.ppUcauon;'and 'after Ithe opi- 
nion. of the judgc5of;Lngland, had been taken', who 
declared heicould not be. tried by a.'iriUltary’cbucc, ' 
except by hU.ownidefireand approbafion/rhis'Ma- 
■jelty was graciou(ly';pleafcd to grant ,his- requeft. v 
■ Asjllhavejuredtiny-. endeavours .in. every -part 
hereofjstorpayidjproper deference. to ■; the court, .1 
hope therefore J:havc not iranfgrefTed,' or deviated 
from the refpect-fo.juftly.dut on-ail occafioris.- 
■ .;”T -.m- in h (Signed). John. Neviil Parker. 

' The court oyer-ruIcd:Mrr;Phrker*s objections to 
- .their jurifdiaion;- and infiftcdbelbould arifwer ths 
charge, and only We two hours time to. confider 
whether he would 'make his defence or. nof. 

Jdayin^^ 
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Having been long conBned, hU life and cfia* 
tacter being at ftakc, and he Aili holding.a com- 
miirionln hismajefty^s fervice, he undertook under 
all difadvantages, to make Ills defence as well as 
he could, and feveral witncfTes were examined ; 
but the court in a very extraordinary manner rdfu- 
fed to let him examine his witnefles to fevera! 
points in his juftificaiion, particularly, not admit- 
ting him to prove his rcfignation of the company’s 
fervice. He was alfo refufed a copy, w'hich he 
demanded, of the warrant, by which the court 
martial was authorized to try him. 

Notwithftandmg all theft difadvantages under 
which captain Parker laboured, the court-martial 
was necelTitated honourably to acquit him of the 
criftic of mutiny laid to his charge, Nevcrrhelsft, 
he was ordered down to Calcutta, being near four 
hundred ftiilcs from Patna, after having been kept 
dole confined, in a mariner the mofl: ignominious 
and dangerous to his health ; from the 5th of June 
to the lOth of October 1766, and was in other 
rious rclpectsvcry illegally treated. 

' Sir Fletcher Norton’s opinion of tliis cafe. 

This is a cafe Under very extraordinary circUm-’ 
fiances j and upon thi^ (late of facts it appears, 
that Mr. Parker has been very ill ufed, and the 
proceedings againft him arbitrary and oppreifivc. 
But lam not able to point out a remedy which 
will not be attended with many difficulties, rnd the 
fuccefs doubtful. However, if captain Parker 
(Will run the hazard of thccoflsof an action at law, 
which arc not very great, I think it will he^ad- 
vlfeable for him. to bring an action againft lord 
Clive, the prefident, and one or two more mcm- 
“ > ' ' bers 
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bers of the court martial, an^^ the perfons who ac-" 
tually apprehended and confined him ; but great 
ca^s muft be taken in fcttlrng the pleadings, if 
any of them fhould plead fpecially, to get proper 
ifiu-s put upon the record. 

Lincoln's Jnn, March 17, 1768. 

(Signed) Fletcher Norton* 

Mr, Parker thus buoyed up with an opinion that 
he might obtain redrefs for the long imprilbnment 
he hid fuftained and this in confcquencc of his vo- 
luntary and accepted relignation of the company’s 
fervice, though acquitted by a court mar'ial un- 
der ail the influence which power and manage- 
ment might be fuppofedto effect, brought his ac- 
tion and damages againft lord Ciive.Afrer combat* 
ing for two years all the evafions v/hich the Ihame- 
ful privileges of parliament then permitted lord 
Clive to ufe i they were at Jaft brought to a period, 
when he was obliged cither to enter his plea of 
juftiflcaiion, or fufler lodgment to be entered up a- 
galnft him. Being unable with the affiflance of 
half the council of England, to affign any juftifica- 
tion that would bear a judicious examination on 
paper, the pbintifiT was at^ liberty to enter up his 
judgment- Here again the attorney was intimida- 
ted by the privilege of parliament, and was told be- 
fides, that unlefs his cl ent fhould come into an 
agreement of permitting’ certain papers in the India 
houfe, which were no legal evidence, to be read 
at the trial on the behalf of the defendant, and 
, Mtewile permit the defendant to place the general 
iflue, and give the whole fpecial matter in evi- 
dence ; tile court svould be moved for a commif- 
M m iion 
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lion to fexamihe withcfics in India, which \<'0uld aC 
leaft lafi: them fix or fevcn years. The poor op- 
prellcd gentleman, who had already expended ^11 
the money he had acquired j and feeing no end to 
the labours he was to undergo, in obtaining a pre- 
carious redrefs m the end, under all the influence 
of the Eaft-India company, which was now exerted 
agamfl him, accordingly fubmitted to an unfatls- 
feflory compromife, without the advice of his 
viorihy and honourable council, Mr. Dunning, 
who immediately forefaw the pernicious confequen- 
ces, but notwithftanding exerted himfelf to the laft 
in refifting every aft ot power, party, corruption 
and artifice, which was difplaycd to the conclufion 
of this procefs. Mr. Parker was firft nfnfuttcd 
upon a point of law taken up by Jofd Mansfield, 
upon which, houever, his lordihip had not the 
good fortune to carry the opinion or the other judg- 
es of the court.The matter was finilhed by a kind of 
compromife, ending in arefolution which no' body 
had ever controverted ; “ that an ofiicer in the 
fervire of the Eaft-India company has not a right 
to refign his commiffion at all limes, under all cir- 
cumftanecs whatfeerer, whenever he plealed.” 
Upon the trial Mr. Parl^cr’s chief difficulty was, to 
prove that lord Clive had ever known of his being 
under arrefl, during the five months he had been 
dragged about, although when in his fickly fitua- 
tion, by his long confinement, he had been vifited 
by Mr. Ingham, lord CUve’s body phyfician, I/ving 
in his family on the fpot, who had the honelly to 
declare upon the trial, that he did not believe he 
had ever made any report to lord Clive ; and al- 
though the conftant prafticc of the army is, to 

make 
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make a daily report in writing by the ofEcer who 
leaves the guard, of the number of piifoners, how 
long confined, and for what crimes, and chat it 
'was proved lord CUve, the commander in chief, 
had refided feven weeks in the place where Mr. 
Parker was a prilbnfir j yet the jury was told, and 
it 'may be preTumed rightly, according to .the 
maxims of the common law, that there was no proof 
to thew lord CUve knew of the plaintiff’s confine- 
ment ; upon which ground chiefly verdidt was 
found for the defendant. Thus the fortune of the 
conqueror of PlafTey accompanied him in Wefl- 
minller-Halh againlt the man he had fo notori- 
ouBo injured and opprclTcd. 

- We mull not omit doing juftice to the gallaht 
.behaviour of Sir Rober Fletcher, whilfi he com- 
manded the company's troops in the abfence 
of major Munro and major Carnac In Ben- 
gal. He attacked and defeated Sdja Dowla’s ar- 
my, and made lumfelf mailer of an advantageous 
.fort on the top of a hill, that hid baffled the repea- 
ted efforts of his predeccJTors in command ; thego- 
‘Vernor of which, after three practicable breaches 
had been made in the walli, dtUvered up the keys 
'with tears in his eyes, jnd with thefe afiefrinp- 
words : 

I have endeavoured to a<5l like a foldler, but 
deferred by my prince, and left with a mutinous 
^garrifun, what could 1 do? God and you ^layin^ 
his hand on the Koran, and pointing to his'^foU 
diersj are wltnefics, that to the faith of the 
•lijh I now triift my life and fortune.'’ What a no- 
ble behaviour ; becoming the braveft and. 
polhhed European. His troops had been 
pay for above fix months. 

Mm2 
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, ‘As early as this' period, the plan of admlniftra* 
tion was, to make the Britiflt power in the Eaft 
Indies refpeAed, by an cftabltOied military govwn- 
Tnerit : “ The natives would pay no regard to the 
company, if the governors were not looked on as 
appointed by the king. Our company always 
jnakes ufe ot his maiefty’s name, which is attended 
with good effefls ; but if the gos’prnor was called 
his excellency, it would ftrike a terror into the na- 
tives, among whom every thing goes by external 
figure. Our company are .at a great exper.ee in 
lupporting the dignity of their governors ; but, 
though the French company nominate their go- 
vernors, they mull be approved by the king. The 
people of India defpife merchants, and honour fol- 
diers : if a fbldicr bows to the feubah, he returns 
it, but never to a merchant. Even a naked fol- 
dier is looked on as a gentleman in India; there^ 
fore our king’s foldicrs^appcar great among them. 
It has been thought that if Calcutta, Madrafs; Bom- 
bay, and St. Helena, were each of them,. with 
their dependencies, created into a feparate colony, 
with a governor appointed by the king, to be af-» 
filled by a council and allcmbly chofeii by the peo- 
ple, as in America, th{*y would make as rich and 
flourilhing colonics as Virginia or Jamaica, fmee 
their trade and commodities are of more value ; and, 
if the free rrcrchants there, were incorporated with 
the black merchants, who are extremely nch, and 
with the Indian artizans, who arefober and induf- 
trtous, theie colonics would foon grow up to fuch 
a height as can fcarce be conceived. They would 
be fo farfrom a monopolizing company, tlsat they 
trattld not caJy he sfeJe to defray their own charges. 
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but might giv-e afliftance towards paying off the 
national debt ” _ *>‘’ 

In confequence of the late territorial acquifitions 
of the Eaft India company, and divers new arrange- 
ments propofed, the fituation of the company’s af- 
fairs abroad and^t home, was thus ftated. 

The commerce of Great Britain with China and 
the Indies, as carried on by the Eaft India compa- 
ny, is now become an inierefting objedt of public 
concern. In former times, when their ftock was 
fmall and of little value, their trade confined, and 
their poffeffions nothing, it was viewed altogether 
in the light of a private adventure. But at prefent 
that there are near feven millions of property in- 
vefted in that trade, an immenfe quantity of dip- 
ping employed, fleets and armies maintained, and 
great poffeflions acquired, every mm almoft|in 
thefe kingdoms finds himfelf affected by its prof- 
pcflty : We fhall therefore, from the papers 
formerly publifhed, endeavour to ' give our 
readers a true ftate of the company’s affairs, both 
abroad and at home ; and (ball begin with the re- 
venues of Bengal for this year, taken from a ftate 
made out by lord Clive in India, before the late 
Ihips that arrived faded. , 

Bahar j - - • jC* 700,000 

Bengal _ . • « 1,875,000 

(Company’s lands of-Burdwan, &c. — ^ 625,000 
Cuftoms of Calcutw. - 18,750 

(puties on fait, bectlenut, and tobacco, 112,500 
P^bxd'O^^TOinSouja Dowla - - 562,500 

' ' - ' The 
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‘ The revenues of Bengal and Bahar, here fef 
dovvn at 206 lacks, or 2,575,000/ were raicJ, m 
1762, in the books ofCollim AH Khan’s exche- 
quer, at 2 crors 86 lacks, 76,813 rupees, or 
3,584,601 /. Aerlmg So that rhev exceed the 
above Aate by more than a million Acrling 

The true ftate of the revenue of the As oral pro- 
vinces ceded to the company, h ive likew ife been 
found under-rated. The dlAricts of Burdv/an, 
Midnapoor, Chettygong, and Calcutta, never yield- 
ed more than 40 lacks, or .50a, 000 1 AcrHng; but 
iince they have been in our pofi'elTion, they hav6 
produced yearly about 50 lav-ks, or 625,000). 
From all which, the beft judges of ihefc afraus are 
perfuaded, that Bahar and Bengal will foon pro- 
duce, with proper management^ five hundred 
ihoul^nd pounds fierling annually more than they 
are fcated at in the 'account which wc have here 
'followed. * * 

Woncy to be paid • yearly, out of the revenue of 
• .Bengal, via. 

For the army ^ ^ ~ S^SyOOO 

Military ftores - . _ - 40,000 

Marine expences » - 45,000 

Civil lift - c - T 200,000 

Fortifications and buildings at Calcutta 100,000 
'Barracks, &c. at diftcrent places - 75-000 

Yearly revenue to the king - - 325,006 

Ditto to the Nabob - . 667,500 

Bonds due ,. - poo, 000 

Beftjtuiion money to the fufFerers at 

Bengal, donation to the army, &c. 262,500 

Total of this year’s expences at 
' Bengal - - 3,200,000 
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So that, from the amount of the yearly re^^nucs. 
of Bengal, deducting- the above fums, there will, 
rc^iain to thecompany a clear balance of 693,500!.. 
And this is the real fituaiion of their affairs. 

Beiides the above accounts, notice fhould bo 
taken of theres’cnues of ether provinces granted at 
the fame, time } which, although they, will not 
probably be received, yet will .fhll increafe the rC”’ 
venue, in'lime to come,^ at leaf! 437, 500- 
- leaving thus ftated the general account of the 
company’s revenues, let os next fiiew the general 
Bate o{ their cffecis and debts due '.to them in’ the 
Eaftrindies 

Balance in Bengal this year, as before 
Hated - • - 

Balance due by the Nabob of Arcott, 
for which his country b a fecurity 
Debts due by the French for mainte- 
nance of prifoners • - 
Remaining in Ghina, after loading 1 5 

* flops already arrived in England 
Amount of effects fhipped off from 

* London late year 
Cofc of our fortifications, &c. 

Total of the Company's effects in 

India - - £. 5,243,500 

From the above calculation -it Is marifefi, that 
Bengal yielding a revenue of 1,293,000!. and the 
, four northern provinces 437,500!. with a half a 
mi'i’iiofi more, which, ’h>y a moderate "computation, 
nve may fuppofe they will amount to in a few year.*!, 
the company will loon enjoy a clear territorial re- 
venue of two millions, after defraying all expea- 


£, 

450.000 

250.000 

200.000 

C 

650.000 

300.000 
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«s of the clvU cflabliflinicnt in the Eaft-Tndles, 
charges of buildings, forcUications, barracks, &c. 
and when thefe lalt articles of cxpences ceafe, thplr 
aniouncuill be fomuch addition to their clear ba- 
lance. 

The ftatc of their affairs at home cannot be fo 
accurately known, accefs to the proper papers be- 
ing denied ; the following calculations, therefore, 
are founded only on general ideas, and the lights 
received from men much conTcrfant in the India 
trade. • 

Debts due to the Company 
Loan to government, 1698 - - 2,000,000 

Ditto to ditto, 6 Anne — » 1,200,000 

Thefe two fums form the prefent capital ftock, 
vKicb gives the fight of voiicig, and upon which 
the dividends are made. 

The government owes befides, a loan, / 

17 Geo, II- made wi|hout any call 
on the proprietors - - i,ooo,ood 


Total of the debt, for which the nation 
' pays the company 3 per cent. . 4,200,000 
Eflcils in England, viz, 

Houfes, warehoufcs,an^ all other im- 
moveable ftock, vdlued at - 200,ood 

Goods m hand, money due to rhe com- 
‘ panv,and prompt payment lately made i,200>ooo 
Produce of the cargoes arrh*ed and to 
• arrive ihU year — ■ - 2,750,000 

Total of effects, debts, &c belonging * ' * 

to the company in England 
Nothing is here ftated on account of the ex* 
pence of the cvvi\ cfubliihmenc in England, or fo* 

the 
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the rents of houfes and warehoufes there, "becaufc^ 
theduties on private tiade, inwards and. oucwardss 
8cc. ^'ul'y compcnfdte theni. * ’ ^ , 

Debts duefrom the company* 

' Money borrotVed by afl of parliamcnfi 


Sonds, afterwards converted into an- 
nuities, bearing 3 per cent, mtcrclt £• 
by 23 George ll. ^ 3,000,000 

Sends lUU remaining, fuppofed nei- 
ther to exceed nor fall fliort of the ^ 

fum alldw'cd by pafliamcnt to bs 
• borrowed ' 3,000,000 


Total of borrowed mondy • ' 6,000,000 

Occafionai debts 


).>ingon account of freight 
Icftitmion money paid to ifle com- 
pany by Jaflier Alli^Cawn, 1757, 
for the pdvata fuffercr?, illegally 
dicatned, and now awarded to be 
_paiili,by a decree in chancviy 
he company's acceptances for 
draughts from India 
.apeneea ut looo fuldiers, to be font 
out this fcalon, at tol. taah 


750.000 

62,500 

200.000 
ao,ooo 


I,200,00rf 


' C T 

Due to the bank, and to other credi- 
tors, about 


Total debts due by comp. 

Clear balance in favour of the com- 
pany, or exceedings of their ef- 
fefls over their debts in England 
alone ’ 

Balance of cffefts in India, as ftated 
. before 


8,2^2,500 


11^,500 

5.243.750' 


Total 5,351,250 

Thus having laid before the public a view of the 
company’s affairs at home, their happy fituation 
abroad, and the great territorial inrreafing reve- 
nues they have acquired in the eaft, itonly.re- 
Jnains to give a general view of their commerce, 
by which they may be enabled to fupport their 
credit and profperity, in cafe government fhould 
interfere, and alTumc the teir.torial revenues t<f 
themfclves. 

After demonftrating the the folldity of their 
bottom at home, their happy lituation abroad, 
and the great territorial increafing revenues they 
have acquired in the Eaft, it only remains to 
• give a general view of their commerce, in or- 
der to enable the reader to judge how far that alone 
would able to fupport them in credit and prof- 
perity, in cafe government fhould interfere, and 
aflbme the territorial revenues to themfelves. 

Let us reckon that one year with another, 
27 fhips will be fenc ffom England to India, 

their 
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tlielr cargoes outwards, and the produce of their ' , 
files there, I ellimatc as follows,' ■viz. . ‘ - 

. . s Pn*"* eoft in 

EnglinJ. ■ 

. ' 5 (hips for Bengal - - i£-95'>o^9' 

2 ditto for Madrafs - - - - , 21,000 

■5 ditto for Bombay - ' 150,000 

j 5 ditto for China - * *’ ,'210,000 

Sent to China from 'Bencoblen,' about' . . 

' Boo tons of pepper, by fliips which 
pall there ' - ; ‘ ' 50,000 

■■■ .• 526,000 

, Produce in 

'■ ■ ■ ' ftfrJinge 

' ■ 125,000,'. 

‘ - 28,000 

■ . 200,000' 
■280,000* 
'1 00,000 

■' ^•'.733.000 

Then from the produce, dedufling the 
, .prime cod - - ' - • 516,000 

The difference will be a* clear- profit ~ — ^ 
on our outward trade, of. .- A 207,000' ’ 

■ We have next to value the 'profits on 
oiir homeward trade; upon ' which' our 
chief commercial advantages depend. 

' ' '■ Pffine coft 

rr>i ' i e \ ■ • ' *** India. 

The charges or five (hips from Bengal 440,000 
Pitioof 2 (hips from Madrafs * ' " ' 176,600 

pitto 
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Ditto of 5 from Bombay 1 75,coa 

Ditto of 1 5 from China - ' 45 ^. 00 '^ 

T,3or,t)oa 

Deduft Exclfe paid by the Purchsfer f)oo,ooo 

And for freight • - 43^,000 

1.032.000 

Pfodi.ce in 
Englan^ 

1.173.000 
200,000 
250,000 

‘ . . 1,800,000 

3.425.000 

From produce dedufiing prime coft 1,301 ,000 

Repiains 2,124,000 

Tliere will remain then a balance of 

clear profit on our homeward irade, of 1,092,00 
Which, with the profits Of our outward 

trade, amounts in all to ' £. 7,299,000 

And let no man be furprized at thefe profits ; 
for, without ihefe, or much higher, lio\v^ could the 
company have mamtaired wars for fifteen jears'ip 
the different parts of India, before they acquired 
almoft any ceTtitonal revenues. 



[ 1 

mcnt, &c Male then wnat aHouance fo-thefis 
accsdtms you pkafe, even to almoft oHw half of 
the above profit, we Ihll have demonItrated whzt 
we ventu'-ed to alTcrr 1 hat our trade alone, even 
upon the footing that it is At prefenr, does actually 
afford, and ought always loadbrd in time to come, 
640,000 1 a fum fufheicnt to pay an annual divi- 
dend of 20 per cent 

I he author, after having laid before the pub- 
lic the above ftaie of the company’s gams by their 
trade, which he thinks very moderate, proceeds, 
111 a fubfequent paper, to confider tlic lubject in 
another light, and for another purpofe , by which 
he Teems, in one article only, to makeadeductioa 
of 600,000 1 a year from their profits, and if in 
other articles they are equally unfuccefsful, hs 

boafted calculations, on winch Ins large dividends 

depend, will appear to be very jU crounded What 
the author confiders, the diltrcAful fjtuation 
of the tea trade, which He reprefents in the follow- 
ing manner. 

An account of teas Tetnaming in hand unfold, be- 
fore the arrival of this year’s Ihips from China 

db I ff £ 

'It 2 ^13,131 

433»JO<5 4 6 97,492 

164.570 II 0051? 

4800 6 8* 1,600 

2,018,800 6 4 632,286 

P4,o8o 6 6 30 576 


1,672,600 

Ac- 


Bohea 

Congoq 

Hylon 

Bekoe 

Smgio 

Souchong 
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Recount of ttas received this year in 15 fhipsf'onj 
China. 

Bohea ' 6,698,100 at z 

Congou 946,500 4 

Hyfon 97.500 1 1 

Pekoe 9,500 6 

Sitiglo t.699,500 • 

Souchong 120,200 


Add the value of teas in hand, as above 


976', 8 o 5 
212,962 
53»^25 

3 ,t 65 

538»*75 

39 . 0^5 

1,672.606 


3,496.400 

Difeount 6 ihalf per cent* 227,266 

'Total value of teas now remaining m the 

company’s viarchoufc 3»i96»t34 

By theft accounts, $f appears that there is mote . 
than the whole ampuni of the company's capital 
bound up in the article uf tea alone, and now lying 
perilling in their warchoufes > for as this :.iticle 
IS managed at prefent, th^annpal confumption does 
not much exceed one million one hundred thoufand 
pounds, as the ftate of the laft year’s fales u 11! |how. 

So that, by this Rate,'Our annual confumption 
does not take off above a third part of our Rock in 
hand, while our wife directors, continuing to im- 
port annually to the value of 600,000 1. more than 
the demand, do, in faCt, form an aggregate fund, 
that muR in time, at their rale of management, not 
only fink the capitalin that uommoditv, bucalfo 
every Rillling of credit we can obtain.* Left any 
man doubt that the DireClors can be fa ignorant, 
or fo obRinatc, as to perfiR in this obvious mif- 
management, I ^ refer him to the number of 
{hips taken up fot China, both laft year and 
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the prefeM j and do further acquaint liim, that 
befidc the 200,000 1 remaining in China, after' 
loading the laft 15 Ihips, and the large amounc 
of goods fending or ^already fent from hence,* 
there is actually ftated m the accounts from Ben- 
gal 24 lacks, or 300,000^ to be remitted in cafii 
to that country, 

*^1 his is the real ftate of our China trade, which 
the deputy chairman declared to be diftreffing 
beyond mcafure, and which he faid obliged the 
Directors to borrow confiderable fums to carry oh, 
DiftreiTing Indeed to the proprietors, if by ^the 
blundering conduct and narrow views of their ma- 
nagers, they are necefliated to mfe fums of money 
to pay for goods which are thus allowed ,10 rot m 
their warehoufes. 

But there are remedies for ihefe evils fo fimple, 
that One tliould think they muft hive occurred to 
the directory ifever ihey^ad turned their thoughts 
that way ; example, it would be a wife policy 
to put up to fale a larger quantity of teas than wc 
are at prefen t accuftomed to do, even though 
they fhould go at a-Iower rate, as this would en- 
courage a more general coafumption by thechcapi* 
nefs of the commodity, and we ftould ftillfecurc fo 
ourftrlvcs a moderate profit on a more confiderable 
quantity, which would be better than extorting 
' an unrcafonable gain on a narrow fale, dictated 
by the paltry fpiric of monopoly. 

The next expedient is a natural one, and could 
not have been^verlcoked by the prefent directors, 
had thcy^cver thought of the inierelh of their con- 
Bituents m their applications to parliament There 
IS a cuftora paid on teas at importation, of 

23I, 



r 576 1 

z 3 \ iSs. ^d. halfpenny per cent, value, and this* 
duty IS never drawn back upon re»exporcation j 
now , this cvidertily prevents US' from coming in 
conipeiuioD with the Dutch, &C. in foreign mar- 
kets, where their commodity is brought to fal- 
unincumb^red vith fuch a charge; it would 
have been an eafy matter for our Directors 
to have obtained a drawback of this cuftom, as 
it yields at prefenta trifling revenue to the ftate; 
and the Parliament has never been known to re- 
fufe fuch drawbacks, when applied for; and of- 
ten, in the true fpirit of commerce, have ganted 
bou'hiies to encourage exportation. I hope the 
Directors will now'^take the hint, and api>Iy 
themfelves ferioudy to have this clog taken offotJf 
tea trade" 

The following extraordinary letter has been pre- 

fented to the Court of Directors of the^ 

United Eak India Company. 

Honourable Sirs, 

WE, the undef-mentioned Proprietors of Eaft 
India ftock, being duly qualified, agreeable to' 
the campany’S Charier, do defire that a General 
Govm of the faid Company may be called to meet 
on Friday, the 14th of November next, to confi- 
der on impowerirg you to treat wih this Majefty’s 
Winifters, about an application to be made to 
Parliament, for extending the time limliccd for 
the expiration of the company’s charter, by a 
further grant of 37 years, and for tendering for 
the ufe of the public the territorial revenues 
acquired by the company in the Haft Indies, 
after deducing all the expeni.es both dvil and 



E =77 3 

6illltary of tfie* company's icttlements, upon the 
company temg allowed the fun\ of ^.So.ocJoT. per 
ann. for ten years certain, as an yearly dividend of 
15 per cent, to the proprietors on their ftock, to 
be paid out of the firft of the revenues, after de- 
ducing the expences aforefaid ; and for inviolably 
applying for the (Sid term of ten years, the profits 
of the company’s trade (\Vhich mult be fuppofed to 
Exceed 6oo,oool. per annumj to accumulrftc to iheif 
prefent capital ; and for applying the nett profits 
ofthe company’s trade, after the faid ten year?, tO 
be divided amongft the proprietors, ^vi^h the pro- 
vifo, that if the nett profits of the company’s trade, 
after the fald ten years, fhould not be fufficient to 
make a dividend of 15 percent, to the proprietors; 
the deBclchcy to be made up out of the revenues, 
'i'hat, by obtaining thefc points, both' the public 
and the company may enjoy great, folid, and lad- 
ing advantagei from their acqblfulons, whlth muft 
otherwife infallibly be a continued feene of rapine, 
plunder, and ftdek-jobbing, ferving only to enrich 
individuals, and bring difordcr into the company’s 
affairs. 

^Ye arc, hon. firs, ycuf moft: 

' obedient l|amble ferv'ants. 

Signed by nine proprietors, Us the charter dircclS,- 
London, Oftober 29. 

Their requsft^'^as granted, and a general court, 
in confequence thereof, advertifed in the public 
papers to be held. 

- The folloi^ingisacopyofthe charter granted by 
his late majefty to the Eaft-lndia company, 

George the fecOnd, by the grace of God, king 
«f Great-Criiain, France and Ireland, king, defen-* 
O o det 
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der of the faith, and fo forth, to all to \\hom thefe 
prefents ftiall come greeting; whereas by %iriue^ 
of fcveral charters or letters patent heretofore gran- 
ted by divers of our royal predecefTors, to difier- 
ent companies of merchants of London, and of 
England, trading to ihe.Eaft-Indies, which have 
formerly been incorporated ; fuch former compa- 
nies have had power to fend fhips of war to their 
fettlementsin the Eaft-Indies, to raife and keep a 
milita'-y .force, and to make peace and war with 
any princes or people, not chriftians, in any pla- 
ces of their trade ; and alfo to right and recom- 
pence themfelvcs upon the goods, eftate, or peo- 
ple of thofe parts by whom they fhould fuftain any 
injury, lofs, or damage, or upon any other pe6- 
|j\e that Ihould arty way interrupt, v;rong. or in-, 
jure them in their trade, within thi limits of their 
charters : and whereas, by virtue of a charter, or 
letters patent, granted by our. royal predeceflbr,^ 
king William the third, 'of glorious memory, bear- 
.ing date at Weftminfter the fifth day of b'eptem- 
ber, in the tenth year of his reign, and by virtue 
of our royal charter, or letters patent, under the 
great feal of Great Britain, bearing date at Wefl- 
minfler the eighth day of January, in the 26th 
year of our reign, the United Company of Mer- 
chants of England, trading to the Eaft-lndiss, 
have power to raife and maintain fuch a body’ of 
ftanding forces at their fcveral fetrlemenrs in the 
Eall-Indies, and fuch a number of fcamen and 
Ihips of defence as fhall be necefTary for the fafe- 
guard and defence of the ftme, and to take and 
furprize, all and every perfon and perfons, v ith 
their fhips, armour and, ammunition, and'othcr 

goods. 
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^oods, as fhall in an hoRile manner,' invade, or at- 
tempt the defeating ordeftruction of the faid com- 
papy’s fetticments, ^or our fubjects inhabiting 
therein, and upon juft caufe, to invade ai^d deftroy 
the enemies of the fame : And whereas many trou- 
bles have of Jate years arifcn in the liaft-lhdies, 
and the faid united company have been obliged, at 
a very great cxpcncc, to carry on 'war in thofc 
parts againft the French, and likewife againft the 
Nabqb of Bengal, and other princes, or govcrn- 
, ments, m India, and fomc of the territories and 
pofteflions, goods, merchandiae, trcafurc, and o- 
ther things belonging to the faid united company t 
;n India, have been taken from them by the faid 
Nabob o{ Bchgal 5 have been fince tetaken by th'o 
ihips of war and forces maintained, raifed, and 
paid, by the laid united company, in conjunction 
with fome of our royal ftiips of war and force?, 
which we have beert gracioufly ploafed to fend to 
the Eaft Indies, for the defence and afliftance of 
the faid united company, againft their enemies, 
and Other territories or diftricts *, goods, merchan- 
dize, and effects, have been conquered and taken 
from fome of the faid princes, or governments, in 
India, at variance with tljc faid united company, 
by the.fhips and forces of the faid united company 
alone. And whereas it is expedient for tlie faid 
united company, in order to enable them to fup- 
pQtt thegteat burthen and expcncc of the war they 
are now engaged In, and of fuch wars as they may 
hereafter have with any of their, or ourehcmles, 
in India, and the better to enable them, from time 
\o time, to make peace on terms advantageous to 
their Trade, That we ihould make them fuch 
O o 2 grants 



granfs, and give them fuch powers, as Herein after 
are contained. Now know ye, that we u ell weigh- 
ing how highly it imports the honour and welfare 
of this our realm, and our good fubjefts thereof, 
thatal! fitting afiiftance and encouragement (hould 
be given to the faid united company ; and in per- 
formance of divers covenants, beween our royal 
predecelTors and the faid company, for granting- 
to them all fuch further rcafonabic powers and pri- 
vileges, as may be advifcable for the better lap- 
port and improvementof their trade, have of our 
efpecial grace, certain knowledge, and meer mo- 
tion, given and granted, and by thefe preJ’ents for 
us, our heirs, and fuccefibrs, DO give and grant ^ 
unto the faid united company of merchants of Eng- 
land trading to the Eaft Indies, theiy fucccflbrs and 
_ affigns, all -fuch boor)' or plunder, Ibips, veflels, 
gdods, merchandizes, treafurc, and ether things 
■whatfoever, ^vhich f.ncr our royal letters patent, 
of the nineteenth day of September laft pall, have 
been, or Iball be taken or feized from any of the 
enemies of the faid company, or any of our enemies 
-jn the Eall-Indies, by cny fbips or forces of the 
faid company, employed by them, or on their be- 
half, within any places ,or limits of their trade pre^ 
feribed to them by any of the ch.arters granted by 
us or any of our royal predecelTors. Provided sl- 
waj s, that the faid plunder or boot\' as aforefaid be 
taien or feized during wars or hodifities begun and 
carried pn in order to right and recompence the faid 
company, upon the goods, efhites, and people of 
thofe pares, from whom they fhall fuftain, or lhall 
, bave juft and well grounded caufe to fear, any in- 
jury, lof:, cr damage, or upon any other people 
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v.}\o diall interrupt, -wrong, or injure them in ihcir 
iaid trade, within the limits of their faicl charters ; 
or.who 'fliall, in an hoftile manner, invade, orar- 
tempe to weaUen or deftroy the fettlcments of the 
fdid company, or to injure our fubjefts, or others 
trading or refiding within, the faid icttlements, or 
in any manner under ourprotcction within the faid 
‘places or limits. And further provided always, 
that the booty or plunder as aforcfaid be taken in 
war, hoftilitics, or cifpedhions, begun, underta- 
ken, carried on, and comple.ited by tlie forces 
raifed and paid by the faid company alone, or b/ 
.the (hIp'; employed at their foie expcnce, faving 
our prerogative royal, to diftributc the faid plun- 
der and booty in fuch roanrxr and propottion astve 
lhall think in all cafes where any of the forces 
by land or dea, of us, our heirs, or fuccefibrs, 
lhall be appointed and commanded to aft, in con- 
junction with the Ihtps of forces of the faid com- 
pany, And excepting always out of this our grant, 
•all fuch {hips, vclTels, goods, merchandize, trea- 
lure, and other things whatfoever, which have been 
or {hall be forcibly taken or deialnwl by the eneirty 
from any of our fubjccts, or others trading or refi- 
ding ,w’ithin the places or limits aforcfaid, under 
out protection, and -whicli have been or fliall bo 
retaken, in conle<|uenre of any wars, hoftilitics, 
or expeditions as aforcfaid, it being agreeable to 
juftice and equity, and to our royal purpofe, that 
the fame fhall be reftored to the original owners 
refpeftively, asfaras maybe, on payment of rea- 
N ibnable falvage. And further wc have, of our 
like efpecial grace,* certain knowledge, and mere 
mouan? given and granted, and by thefe prefents. 
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for us, our lieirs, and fuccclTors, do gh'c and grant 
unto the faiJ united company of merchants of 
England trading to the Eaft-Indie^, their fuccff- 
fors and allignSj that, the fhid united campanj\ 
their fuGcenbrs, andaffigns, fhallandmay, byan'y 
treaty or treaties of peace made or to Its made 
between them, or any of their officers, fervants, 
or agents employed on their behalf, and any of 
the Indian princes or governments, cede, reftore, 
ordifpofe of any foctrefies, diftricls or territories, 
acquired by conqueft from any of the faid Indian 
princes or governments during the late troubles be- 
xtteeii the faid company and the Nabob of Bengal, 
or vshich fhall be acquired by conqueft In tirhe 
coming : Provided always," that tlie faid company 
fbaW not have any power or authotivy vchatfoovtt to 
cede, redore, or difpofe of any fcrtlemcncs, for- 
trelTes, diftrifls, 'or territories conquered from the 
fubjefts of any Europeai^ power, without the ipe- 
cial licence and approbation of us, our heirs and 
fuccclTors. And we do, for us, our heirs and 
fuccclTors, grant and declare, that ihcfe our letters 
parent, or the inroiment- thereof, fiiall be in and 
by all things valid and cfTefhial In the law, accord- 
ing to the true intent and meaning of the fame, 
•and fhall be talien, conllruedand adjudged in the 
moft favourable and bencheiaJ fenic for the beft 
advantage of the laid company, as well in our 
courts of record, ascllewhcre, notwithftandingany 
nonrecital, mlfrecital, defeft, incertainty, or im- 
petfedtion in thefe our letters patent. • AYitnefs 
■ Ourfclf at Weflrainfter, the fourteenth day of Ja-J 
cuary. By writ of Privy Seal. 



Almofc all .the Europeans refident In India kept 
ihcir''palanquin, till lord'CUvc abfolutely forbid 
this piece of Eaftern luxury, already prohibited by 
the* company, to their j^ungeft fervant':. He in- 
forced the fumptuary laws by fev'ere penalties, and 
gave the itrictefe orders that none of tliofc young 
gentlemen fliouldbe allowed even to have a roun- 
del boy, v.hofe bufinefs is to walk by hjs mafter 
and defend him with his roundel or umbrella from 
the heat of the fun. The expence attending a pa- 
lanquin is nolefs than thirty pounds Iterlmg a )ear. 
Thcfe orders, no doubt, were ’given with a view 
of preferving occonomy among the young people; 
whofe circomftanccs w ere fuppofed notable tofup- 
porcfuch cxpcnces, and whole extravagancies in 
ilils and many other particulars had occafioned 
their contrafting fuch debts with the natives, as 
they were not able to difeharge. So far it may be 
allowed, that lord Clive adted very laudably to 
execute the company’s rcg\ihtions in this refpeiSt-s 
but at the fame time as it is almoft impofTiblefor a 
gcmieman, Juft arrived from England to walk ever 
In little a diftance, without getting an inPamma- 
lory fever • was it only from a motive of huma- 
nity, It is to be wilhed, that ike comp-ny would, 
at their own cxpencc allof/ all their lervants not 
only the ufe of umbrellas, but alfo of palanquins ; 
fince 1C muft always be judge I a diitj incumbent 
on the confntuentsto take as much care as pofliblc 
of the lives of their dependants many' of ourdiftmt 
fettlemcnts, buc'more cfpccially in this unhca'thv 
part of the world. 

Sometime after lord Clive’s arrival In India he 
was complimenctd by an ambaflador of the Mogul,* 

' who 
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ivlio made him a prrfcnt of an elephant of a ftc* 
penduoils fize, richly caparifoned. -This animal 
was a native of Ceylon> reckoned the larged breed 
in the known world. VJc iiope a particular def- 
ctlpiion of this fagacious quadnipcde, the warlike 
and Ibtely carrier of the princes of Indollan, Will 
be entertaining to our readers. His body is heavy 
and grofs, generally of a'darU dirty colour j and 
though when arrived^at full growth,' he is from 
twelve to fourteen feet high, and from eighteen to 
twenty in circumference, yet his head is ftill large 
in, proportion ; and what U more extraordloary, 
Ills eye is no bigger than that of an hog, which ic 
exaftly refembics. His legs are like four large co- 
lumns, rather long than (horr» and jokiied fikea 
cat’s juft above the feet, which are round at their 
bottoms, and do not fpread much beyond the bulk 
of the legs. His cars are flat, hanging down, and 
furprizingly large } the lailis fmal), but long with 
a few briltles at ^heend. At 'the tw’O corners of 
bis mouth grow two large tusks of tcciK, which 
are what we c.ali ivory ; thefc are longer in the 
male elephant than in the female v but the mod 
extraordinary part of this animal is his probofers 
or trunk, which Is long and hollow like a trum- 
pet, andferves himindcad of a hand to feed him- 
ielf, being able to move it with incredible agility' 
and drengthj'.and to take up therewith the {mailed 
thing from the ground, by means of a little point, 
which he can twid round it. Cicero in the fecond 
book of the nature of the gods fays,, jnajins da^a- 
tlephantis, ^tra prcpler iragratudinm cerperh difficiles. 
aditus habibaJd ad pcjlum. His common fcKDd is 
leaves of trees, grafs, corn and diigar canes, of> 
1 wluch 
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•.Xvhtch life he Is parttculatly fond, NOUvithfund- 
ingthc unwieldinefi of Ombeaft, his motions :fc'e 
ve/y alert, and he walks with great eafe, faft 
enough to keep a man on a good run. Many in- 
credible ftorieS are rclitod by ancient authors of the 

, -docility and ingenuliy of this half reafonlng animal} ^ 
th^ are iaid to be fufccptible of tiffeftion, fond- 
peft, gratitude -and modefty. There is nothing 
but they might be taught : ^an author of ve- 
racity, ‘relates tliat hc'had fcen an elephant dance 
with two cymbals faftened to his legs, which he 
todched alternately in cadence with his trunk, and 
that many others - of the lame fpecics gamboled 
round 11101, keeping time •with an aftomflilng ex- 
aflnefs. ' > * j 

Pilny fpeaktiig of the , elephant which Carried 
Poms in the battle he fought againlt Alexander the 
Great, tells us, that , perceiving his mailer quite 
-iilnking under the wounds «which he had received, 
.he lowered hlmfclf that he might fet his mailer 
dowu without hurting hirn.^ and pulled out the ar- 
'rows which (luck in him with his trunk .* at length 
perceiving Mm to faint through lo£k of blood, he 
placed him again upon bis back, agd conveyed 
him infafeiy to the camp»i a mofir amazing ih- 
ftance of the docility and gratitude of the elephant. 
No wonder therefore that the ancients made ufc of 
them in war, and fometimes with great fuccefs j 
but fince the invention of fire-arms they have not 
been foopd of equal ufc as formerly, for they are 
. remarkably terrified at fire, and will at the fight of 
it, frequently turn back upon their friends, and 
' pverihrow every’ thing 'that (bnds in their way : 
ihey arechiefiyufed'at prefeut for the fording deep 
P p ' rivers, 
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Vivcrs, and carrying over the baggage on ihclr 
Backs. After the keepers have loaded-~thcm with 
fevcral hundred weight, they fatten ropes to them, 
of which the foldlers taUng hold, cither fwim or 
are draun acrofs the river. Jn time .of afllon they 
, now and then fix an heavy iron chain to the end 
of their trunks, which they whirl round Nvith fbth 
agility, as to piake it impoHiblc for an enemy to 
' approach them at that time. Another ufe they flill 
have for this creature in war, is' to force open the 
gates of a city or garrifon which is clofcly be- 
licged. This he does by fetting his backfidc a- 
1 gainft; them, rlggUng backwards and fonrards 

• with his whole might, ciH he has burft.the bars and 
forced an entrance ; to prevent which, moftofthe 
garrifons in this country, have large fpiUes (luck in 
their gates that projcA to a confidcrabJe dittance. 

'However after all, thofc prodigious animals arc 
Itcpt more for fhew and grandeur than for ufe, and 
their keeping is attended with a very great expence, 
for they devour vatt: quantities of provifion j and 
you rauft fomeiimcs regale them with a plcniifol 
'Tcpaft of cintnmcin, of*which they are cxcettively 
fond. It IS no uncommon thing with a Nabob, if 
he has a'mlnd to ruina private gentlctnanj to make 
him a ptefent of an elephant, which he is'cver af- 

• terwards obliged to maintain zt a greater cxperce 
. than he can afford. ^ By parting with it he would 

certainly fall under the difpleafure of the grandee, 
befides forfeiting all the honour which hiscountrv- 
men think is conferred upon him by fo reipcdable 
a prefent. < i , 

*1 he commerce of the Indies depended anciently 
‘ in ? great meafure upon elephants.. 'The image 
' ■ < ^ " pf 





tJF-te^crcature Is depifted qn thff Trails' oflhe 
godaS'sind places of v^orfliip in Indoftan.-' T-he.na**' . 
tivfis pay'a fort off.ador'acioh to^himj as.being'cn-*; • 
do'wed^vUK'a “greater fflgacicy thari.theinfeivcs, and 
'therefoYc^rayrtohim for a. portion’ df'his wifdomV 
“'I'he IndiansTclate another, inftancc of the dociHcy- - 
‘ of th'ofe creatures, that 'in', marching with an;armjr^- 
they-gathef up»eyefy ftickof fiae they mcet^with- 
dh'theirdad; which 'totyards the evening' isifottie-' 
'tittieS'Ihcreafcd.tO a'faggot large.cnoug'h todrefsall 
the^provifionsfo’r tha’cnighf*' t i y‘,: . 
•-They ’generaliy-ftand under Ithe fh^dow’of.fome 
fprcliding-tree/ito prevent .them. being^fto'ngby.'ths 
little ant, -which hotwith'ftandihg their grgintic fiz« , 

• and-bulk, Is'a'grcif terror:to'them‘; ’^TolprevenC 
' JiU crawlingi about themi -ihey -are continually --ta- 
king';Qp' duft'or fandlin their irunk/k-ahd'.’thrbwing 
icovc'r .their heads’ arid -backs j-iHey fometitnes take •. 
a'whifp’-o’fu’ftfa'ivi.qr -grais/a'nd’ brulhWhemTclve* 
down with it behind, whilfl' with' their^brlfly-tail* 
they fwe'ep ' thcif rforepan.v.i.'Whcn .yoti'ffirft’.ap- 
prOach^thelrij^ithey are:^ought 'l^ theif i keeper' td 
jnake their otitdienceVto lyooi "^whi’ch f ls 'done by 
fallinglalmoft'-backwards-ffarid making'a’pfddigi* 
bus c'ruftation lor :rattling»in'.rhe throat, eWr much 
ilnlike'‘the firft breaking >of.ihunderi -'*The'keeper 
then mounts his ftioulderV, -wHich he:cbuIdhOt*pof- 
fiblyido without the elephant’s 'alliIlan£;e,' Whd 'fbr 
■-that purpofe crooks one ‘of- His legs' f 'the -keeper’s 
■firftiftepismade ori his'lowcr.jomr^-.thfe'ncsc''on ]j?s 
■ -knfee,! and. he -then firings' -upon' liis baek^-laying 
'hold 'of the Rap of his:ear;-'lAfter theettphanfha'? 
^’erfoimbd^ many.-.incks'afth'e word of-Vom'raan'd,' 
■tht’n'io‘-flte\v youbow capable he; is of'pickirfg*up 
V*-'-- t p 2 • lbs 



I ^ 93 :-] 

tlie''md{ljnmbtc thing with'his trunk, you aridfi* 
fired t to layiafiWcr fanan, a piece worth threc- 
‘pencc, ujion the ground . this, whichls the final- 
'Ifell of all coins, theeiephant feelsabout till he finds, 
then taltes hold of it and gives it lo the keeper, 
feated upon his back* > Mb laft of all throws out, 
his trunk to its full i lengilr, by w^ay of fhaWng 
hands with you. Whenever they drink, they al- 
ways'firft ftir the water, and make it foul with 
their feet. .The realon for doing this is, that the 
vgravcl er ftnall ftones which they hereby fwallow, 
help to digell thcir.food.’^« One more pariicularre- 
latingito thefe animals, is their 'furprizing agei 
Philoftrates inhishfeof Apollonius Tyancus fays, 
that he^faw the very elephant on which PorUs rode 
in the battle againfi; Alexander, that elephant muft 
have been above 400 years of age. That they live 
between five^and thrce-hbndrcd years i^ ftrongly be- 
lieved, and it h ccrtain«they are in full vigour as 
inuch above ah huhdeed. V j{ f 1’ ‘ 

- The natives catch tht-elephaht by the following 
method:! they have two places -ftrongly. inclofed ; 
'Orte contains feveral acres of land, the other is but 
iroaU^r when they intend to hunr, which thty il: 
ways do in the night, jthey go in a large company# 
with, each man avelTel of 'fire on his head.' A® 
ioonasthbelcphant fees the fight, hepurfuesj the 
•man that, is linglcd Out 'runs irito the large jinclo- 
fure, there "he drops hisftre, and retires to a tree » 
the elephant prefenily employs himfclf in trampling 
and fcattermgabout.the fire. When they have a 
^fufficiertt Humber of them m the large* inclofurc, 
.they Ihut up the firft- j^flagej and then, decoy the 
ffclc^hahts one by one into the fmall place, where 



’they get ropes dbdut;.them,* and iby;,th«f;:Iiel{i[bf, 
fome - elephants ['.carries; them home. Sometimes 
^hpwevec the rihep ^ arc overtaken before .they'reacft • 
the incJofurCi7;w)ien they.throw.down the firei-'^d 
fly,to’the;nexttree for fccurity.' 'j 
; JQ the year ;i764i'Sujah.al;Dowlah was conquer^ 
,cdjby.thc Eaft:;lndia companyj.'tvUofe.'fervantstoolr 
poffeDion of, 'and divided -his coCini^, -giving iJlU- 
, babad and other jparts: to, thciMogulShah.Aijdp^;' 

, ahd,thCTnfclyes'refemng..foT.‘the[conipany ,the*?er 
, mindary,- orjorifcliftion ofGharipodrandBern^cs^ 
vherc they rcftablKheda faflory'sUftder.a -.chief and 
council and raifed the reveuuesi.foriwo^ySarSii 
t %In;Auguft; 17.65, lord GUve;thought proper .for 
;yery. forcible rcarons '.to.' rcverfe this fyftem,',and 
•tdiore-.hira -.to .a part of.this .'dominions :.‘but th# 
rtrongiQf(rer^:0f)‘..Chun3ngur:Avhich‘commSnds ih« 
palTage ofrtheiGartges into -his territories,, ihdkcf 
ofithe co‘untiy,f.-Was gatrifoned.iby! the. Englifh 
troops, which fort they rctaimtothis day..c;.> 

;.f The.Great MOgpbShabnAliura his maftcr,('as,ho 
was' aftcrwardsi;< 5 allediarefided flc lllahabad Under 
the^carc and , ';prgie^!on, of [general 'Smithrand.-Sir 
Robert .Barker,'iaUecnatdy,. accompanied, .with 
brigade- of th|!;COmpany?i^jtroops more formidable 
■lhan the .whole: armyahai;beat,him at-ihc .battle 
:Cf Buxar,.;when}in ,the'metldian of .his. glory, “and 
.Joined by CoBiniAli. Khan '.withihis’, artillery.' artd 
.eight battalions. of; diCcipUned.fcapoys.’. ' 
; 5 we are'defifed by .our readers to inform them 
-with -the.ceremonial. obferved between the, Indian 
^prmcesahd.thcictynmanders.by Tea and. land of the 
rEiiropeans,' wcj.lhall mention, here the- particulars 
.of lhe.,intervie^y:iof.^be,admiraIs.^yatfQn aod':Po- 
Jl-.; . - ’ ' cock. 
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cdtk/ With Mahomet Ally, Nabob ’of Afcot iti 
m i755> The late promotion of thcfe two gallant 
6 ihcers to the red and white flags, had given uni-’- 
■verfal fatisfaQion to the officers of^the marine de- 
partment, the king’s troops and the company’s land 
forces T'as the two admirals had carried themfelves , 
towards them all with that politenefs and affability 
which arc always fure to gam refpeft and affeftioni 
■Whilft the Englifli fquadron layjat FortSc. Darid] 
MaffomedAlly the ill-fated Nabob of Arcdt, (m 
whofe iniercft the'- company was '“engaged) arri- 
ved in the neighbourhood. - As foon as he drew near 
the boundaries," colonel Aldercron with a captain’s 
^uard, immediately waited upon him ; as did the 
lame day Mr, Stdrke the deputy governor of St; 
David’s, and his .whole council. | The next morn- 
ing the admirals Watfon'and Pocock, -with the Ic- 
Vcral captains,* lieutenants, andmidfhipmen of the 
fquadron made him a vifil ; admiral \Vdcfon having 
firft given him-notice of their intention,' and the 
Nabob in Tccum fending word] he was ready to 
Teceive them. - The ceremoniaFobrerved upon this 
Occafion was,the admirals, Captainy*and lieutenants 
Were carried in pilanquins tttd'andtwo a-breafe* 
■The number of midfliipmen indeed as fo great, 
that niJ palanquins could:: be- got for -'them . they 
therefore walked on foot,ifourand'four a-breaft, at 
He head of the palanquin's, drefled in their uni- 
forms, and with theirAvords. The -admiral’s fs- 
‘Cretary, chaplain, and a few other ftaff Officers of 
-the fquadron doled the proceffiort. At their conf- 
'iog withini fmall diftance of the -Nabob’s camp, 
'they were met by his captain-general; whowasfent 
•out In compliment to the'admiral, and uhdpre- 

fcntly 



fcntly cQndufied him' to the Nabob's fcnt: at th? 
^intrance of which heTtood, and /received Mr. 
’\Vatfon with great polUenefs, embracing jiim at 
the fame time in his arms. Tiie admiral imme.^ 
diately, prefented to him his brother officer Mr, 
Pocock, and after him, the captains, lieutenants, 
and mldjhipmen, acquainting the Nabob as he re- 
ceived them feverally to his embraces, in what 
charafler they flood. When this firft •ceremony 
was over, the Nabob fhewed them the fcveral a- 
partments of his tent ; placed admiral Watfon on 
a W'ooll-pack which made his feat fomewhat more 
^raifed than the reft. At Mr. Watfon’s left hand 
«-Mr. Pocock was feated ; and to the left of him 
the captains, lieutenants, &c. On the admirar-s 
right hand the Nabob placed himfcif, and next 
him were langed in order the fcveral officers of his 
court. > » 

' The Nabob was about forty years of age and of 
iZ middle ftature. His complexion was much 

• lighter than that of a common Indian j his drefs 
V as entirely white, and confided of a' Jong robe or 
veftment which reached down to his heels. His 

, turban was alfo w'hite and quite plain. In fhort he 
- had no other mark of djftinfllon about him, but 
that of a truly majcftic countenance tempered with 
a great deal of pleafantnefs and aftabihty. The 
admiral (by means of an interpreter, congratula- 
ted the Nabob on his Jecing him in fuch good 
health, and afiured him that he Was particularly 
•happy in having this opportunity of paying him 

* perfonaUy thefe marks of friendfliip and efteem 
W'hich he had long entertained forthim, on account 

'Cf his excellent characTer. To this compliment of 
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tilft idmiral the Nabob made a very handfome re- 
ply. Mr. Watfon fatd, that he was cxtremeljr 
-concerned for the calamities which the' Nabob s 
’Country had experienced in the late uar; but he 
hoped better umes were now coming on, which 
.would more than compenfate for all pall misfor- 
tunes. The Nabob m the Eaftem ftilc replied, 
itistruelir, that I have fuffered much, but the 
remembrance of thofc troubles is no more s the 
heavens have made me ample amends for all thefe 
misfortunes in the honour 1 receive from your vifit, 
3Mr. Watfon with a heart full of honefey, and with 
'3 countenance which fpohe the fincerity of his foul, 
'affured him, that the thing he mofc paflfonately 
wilhed for, «as an occafion to do him fervice ; and 
thai it was principally for this purpofe, the king 
'his mafter had fent him with his fquadron into the 
^Indian fcas. The Nabob appeared greatly pleafod 
‘seilhlhe franknefoof thit declaration, and imme- 
'diately turning to the fcvcral ofiicers of Ms court, ' 
he repeated to them theadmiral’s words, and they 
too, upon hearing them, did not fail to partici- 
pate in the joy of their mafter. 

The Narob upon this occafion ‘ordered a rich 
‘perfume of what is called the otta of roles to be 
brought to him, a few drops of which he put into 
his hands, and having himfclf opened the bofom of 
Mr. "Watfon's Ihiit, he rubbed the fame over the 
’ admirars breafe. This was intended as the higheft- 
honour he could confer upon him* He afien''ards 
idid the fame to admiral Pocock j and his treafurer^ 
'performed this ceremony on all the other officers ; 
bcttel nut and chunam were then pioft plentifully 
' - - V ' • diftr\^ 
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diftrlbute^, and filov/ersof Vofe watcr^TcH tipbd 
all. Mahomet Ally then rolllciccd Mr. VVatfon 
to give him leave to make him a prefent, uhlch 
the latter nobly declined, repeating to him, that 
the k.ng of Great Britain had fent him thither to 
do the Nabob’s fervice, and to fccute to him hts 
country from the attacks of all his enemies, but 
could never think of diftreffing him by accept- 
ing prefents, \\hich he very well knew. in the 
prefcnccircumftances of things could be but ill 
fpared. He concluded with defiring him always 
to look upon him as his finccrc well wifher, who 
would be ghd to thew him tbofc real marks of 
friendflfip wiiich his king and coimtrjmen had for 
him, and of the attention which they paid to his 
interefis. The Nabob appeared extremely furpri- 
fed at this uncommon ftrain of generofity in the 
admiral, though at the fame time he could not be 
difpleafcd‘wiih it. They parted foon after ex- 
changing a more familiar embrace than w'hat they 
had given each other at the firfinnccung, Mr; 
Watfon returned to the fort with his whole com- 
pany which confifted of above one hundred psr- 
fohs, and all had the honour of dining with him. 

The dayfollowing captayi Hafliip, a brave and 
experienced officej, and ‘commandant of hi&raa. 
jetty’s artillery, wailed -upon dih Nabob, accom, 
panied with alraoft all the officers in that departj 
ment, and they all met with a moft gracious re-- 
cepnon. , 

Of alLthfi. of fhft Oe.c.Va.0^, oCiOit, n'.a&fe 
free from the faults of the country as this Nabob, 
having always experienced the invariable fricndt 
fliip'ot the Englifh, he had been taught the truo 

value 
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value Jjf honour and conftancy, and through6ut 
his conduft manifefted uncommon gratitude and 
fidelUy to hU engagement. The fums which. «thc 
company had expended in thefupport of his eWe, 
inftead of raifing in him the expeftation of being 
farther burthenfome to them, lay like a heaty 
weight upon his mind j and the diftrefs he was in 
for money, with the impolhbilicy of paying any 
confiderable part of his debts to the company, vi* 
fjbly affefted his health : his brothers who accom- 
panied him, having a feparaie command, would 
each of them keep up as many attendants, and as 
large an expence as the Nabob himfelf. Exhauf- 
ted by this ill-timed profufion, lie was not able to 
furnilh the workmen and mitcriaU with which he 
had engaged to fupply our engineers for compleat- 
ing their fortifications j nor even to find money 
for his own troops to prevent them from disband- 
ing. Upon confideration of this (late of the Na- 
bob’s affairs it was prudently determined to take 
an exaft account of his revenues, which were mort- 
^ged to the company, in order to judge what 
lums were actually forthcoming for their ufe, af- 
ter a due proportion fhould be allotted, for the 
inaincenance of himfel^and the fupport of diis dig- 
nity. 

It was at the fame time recommended to him, 
to fettle as foon as poiTible at Arcot,' his capital, 
with all his family, as well to fave expeiice, by re- 
ducing their feveral retinues to one houflioH, as 
for the credit of his government. But it was of 
great confequence to his revenues, before he left 
thecountriesof Maduraand Tanevclly, which ufetl 
to produce_an immenfc incpme, to colleft't'he 

tribute. 
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tribute, which had not been paid during the trou- 
bles, and alfoto. induce the leveral Polygars, and 
all Subordinate governors to acknowledge the Na- 
bob’s right, by receiving grants from him for the 
countries they he\d under his government. From 
thefe confiderations, an expedition v/as ordered in- 
to the Madura and Tintvelly countries to' col- 
ledl the revenues, under the command of Alexan- 
der Heron, lieutenant colonel in the king’s fer- 
vice, and major of the company’s forces, attend- 
ed by Mr. Maunfell, to act together with the. Na- 
bob’s agent, as commiflaries for the adminiftration of 
the money received. Colonel Heron had very lit- 
tle advanced the company’s affairs by his conduct 
at Madura and TinevcUy. 1 he money he coIt 
jeeted did not amount to the charges oi his expe- 
dition, and the terror of his army was fo little ref- 
pccied in the country, that Mifane, the governor 
;Of Madura, having cut off a party that was fent 
to furprige him,, had the boldnefs to come to the 
very gates of Tmcvclly,. while the army was there, 
and plunder the villages around Lieutenant co- 
lonel Heron was tried by a court martial for mif- 
conduct in this expedition, ^ It was proved that he 
had entered into a private agreement with the 
Nabob’s brother, which rtllected a difgrace upon 
his military character. 

In thevifit which the Nabob made to the two ad- 
mirals, he came from his camp to within half a 
mile of the fort, fcated on the back of an elephant. 
He was accompanied by two moft beautihil boy's, 
his Tons, who rode on the fame animal, and whom 
he afterw'ards introduced .to the admirals. Nipe 
other elephants were loaded with his grandees, do- 

meftics^ 
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value (if honour dnd conftancy, and throughimt 
his conduft manifefted uncommon gratitude and 
fidehiy to his engagement. The fums which ‘the 
company had expended in thefupport ofhls ckufe^ 
inllead of raifing in him the expeftation of being 
farther buriherifome to them, lay like a heavy 
weight upon his mind ; and the diftrefs he was in 
for money, with the impolfibility of paying any 
confiderable part of his debts to the company, vi* 
fibly afFefted his health : his brothers who accom- 
panied him, having a feparate command, would 
each of them keep up as many attendants, and as 
large an expence as the Nabob hlmfelf. Exhauf- 
ted by this ilhtimed profufion, he was not able to 
fuenKh the workmea and materials with which he 
had engaged to fupply our engineers for compleat- 
ing their fortifications i nor even to find money 
for his own troops to prevent them from disband- 
ing. Upon confideration of this ftate of the Na- 
bob’s affairs it was prudently determined to take 
an exaftaccount of his revenues, which were mort- 
gaged to the company, in order to judge what 
I'ums were aftually forthcoming for their ufe, af- 
ter a due proportion Hiould be allotted, for the 
inaintenance of hlmfelf^and the fupport of his dig- 
nity. 

It was at the fame time recommended to him, 
to fettle as foon as pofllble at Arcot,' his capital, 
with all his family, as well to fave expence, by re- 
ducing their feveral retinues to one houfliold, as 
for the credit of his government. But it was of 
great confequence to Iiis revenues, before he left 
the countries of Maduraand Tanevelly, which ufed 
VCr iftoneiAc income, to coVitGi 
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tribute, which had not been paid during the trou- 
bles, and alfoiQ induce the leveralPoiygars, and 
all Subordinate governors to acknowledge the Na- 
bob’s right, by receiving grants from him for the 
countries they held under his government. Frorn 
thefe confiderations, an expedition v/as Ordered in- 
to the Madura and Tintvclly countries to' col- 
ledt the revenues, under the command of Alexan- 
der Heron, lieutenant colonel in the king's fer- 
vicc, and major of ihc company’s forces, attend- 
ed by Mr. Maunfell, to act together with the Na- 
bob's agent, as commiflariesfor the adminiftrationof 
the money received. Colonel Heron h.'^d very lit- 
tle advanced the company’s affairs by his conduct 
at Madura and TtneveUy. Ihc mon^ he col- 
lected did not amount to the charges of his expe- 
dition, and the terror of his army was fo little ref- 
pected in the country, that Mifane^ the governor 
oi Madura, having cut off a party that was fenc 
to furprije him,, had the boldncfs to come to the 
veryg-ttes ofTmcvclly, while the army was there, 
and plunder the villages around Lieutenant co- 
lonel Heron was tried by a court martial for mif- 
conduct in this expedition. It was proved that he 
had entered into a private agreement v\ith the 
Nabob’s brother, which rt^lected a difgrace upon 
his military tharactcr. 

In thevtfit which the Nabob made to the two ad- 
mirals, he came from bis camp to within half a 
mile of the fort, fcated on the back of an elephant. 
5'le was accompanied by two moft beautiful boys, 
his Tons, who rode on the fame animal, and whom 
he afterwards introduced to the admirals. Kino 
other elephants were loadc^l with his grandees, do- 
Q-i* mcftics, 
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rr.cHtcs, and band of nniHc. His train confided 
of ten or twelve camels, bcfidcs four hundred hor- 
fes, five thoufand fcapoys, ^nd perhaps ten thpu- 
fand fpeflators. As foon as he came near the fort 
he alighted from his elephant, and then got into his 
palanquin of an uncommon, magnificence; the bed 
and culbion being embroidered and inlaid with 
gold. The admirals met him at the entrance of 
the fort, and as they were now well acquainted, 
they familiarly embraced him, and Jed hjm up the 
flairs into the great room defigned for his recep- 
tion, Mhere he was placed between them, on a 
feat covered with crimfon velvet cufhions embroi- 
dered with gold. The Rev. Mr. Cable at the ad- 
miral’s requeft, had put on his canonical drefs, and 
the nabob perceiving that he was uncommonly at* 
tired, feemed very defirous of knowing \s ho he was, 
I Upon being unformed that he was the admiral’s 
chaplain, he made him a fccond falaam, or bow, 
and defired much that his own faquier might bein- 
troduced to him, who entered prcfcntly afterwards 
’in his apoflolic habit. He Jiad a kind of white 
cloth that went round his loins, and another of a 
coarfer fort flung carclefsly over one fhouldcr. He 
had no turban, and his hair was tied m a knot be- 
hind, while his beard’ hung down almoft to liis 
middle; he wore a fort of fandals on his feet; and 
loofc iron chains about his legs ; he had fomething 
'very wild and flaring in his looks, and indeed none 
'are admitted into this particular order, without ha- 
• ving manifefted fomc degree of enthufiafm and 
madnefs The two holy men congratulated each 
other on their refpeftivc office, and then feated 
themfclycs ^\vich the reft pf the company. The 
v ' Nabob 
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IvTabob wa^ falutecl by the guns of the fon ; and all 
the olficcrs and troops of the garrifon were under 
arms' upon the occafion: the feveral (hips of the 
fquadcon likewife hred upon a certain Fignal being' 
given to them from the fore. The Nabob atten- 
tively eyed thefe lafV, and feemed much pleafed 
with the view of them, though they lay at their 
anchors at three miks dillance from St. David’s. 
The Indian cufloms differ fo much from our’s in 
, regard to eating, that the admiral could not afle 
. ^he Nabob to dine with him. Having taken leave 
, of the admirals, he directed his courfe to the wa- 
.ter-fide, where he had ordered his tents to be pitch- 
ed, that be might entcriain himfelf with afea prof- 
pefl, ' After dinner he returned colonel Aldercron’s 
and the governor’s vifits, and the next day that of 
-captain HaQup. Some of his grandees and gene- 
.rals having been on board the admiral's fleet, they 
gave him fo pleafing an account of it, that the Na- 
bob refolved to go on board himfelf^ and accord- 
ingly, having fignified his 'deCign to the admiral, 
the latter appointed next morning for attending him 
to the fleet- 

I The Nabob came accordingly, and paffed thro* 
the fvvell in the boat, and after he got on board, 
Jicard the fhip falute him without aDyjurprlic or 
pmotion at their novfe. Admiral Watfoo led him 
by the hand to every part of the veflel. He was 
Very inquifitivc, and made many pertinent rcraaiks 
on fo vaft, fo curious, and v/ondcrful a machine; 
but above all other things, the losver deck battery* 
.which confiftcd of 28 guns, carrying balls of 52 
pounds, flrock him with aftonifhmenr. Jhe ad- 
miral perceiving this^ ordered the guimer 
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cife a few of the cannon as in the time of an enr 
Mgement. The Nabob appeared greatly pleafed 
wuh this and the other diftercnt manoeuvres within 
the ^fhip j and after\i ards retiring to the great rab- 
bin, the admiral told him, he would now give him 
a view of a man of war under fail , and according- 
ly threw out the tyger's fignal to chace to wind- 
ward Captain Latham having had previous no- 
tice of the admiral’s intention, immediately flipped 
his cable, fet his fails, and worked to windward^ 

' and as he palled the Kent’s ftern, faluted the Nabob 
■with his cannon, I'his added greatly to the fatis- 
factlon he had before felt, and he exprefled himfelf 
thoroughly fenfible of the honour that had been 
don6,him. Both the admirals accompanied him 
■when he went afhore, and on his leaving the fhip 
the whole fquadron .6red together* I'he yards 
were manned at the fame time, and the fadors gave 
three hearty cheers. This general acclamation 
gave the Nabob a particular pleafure, and he or 
dered the interpreter to tell the admiral ic wa5 
** Truly varhke.*' The admiral’s watted on the 
Nabob to his tent, where they parted, after ex- 
changing reciprocal profeflions of efteem and 
fricndlhip for each othef. 

As Mr. Watfon reprefented his Britannic ma- 
jeftyi he was difpenfed from the humiliating cere- 
mony, of pulling offhisnioes, according to cuftom, 
at entering the Nabob’s tent. Upon the d 4 y,the 
Nabob returned Mr. Watfon’s vlfit, the admiral cri- 
gaged a fet of women, who arc called dancing 
^iris, upon every joyful occafion. Their move- 
ments are more like tumbling, or fhewing poftures 
than dancing. Their drefs is thin and lighr, and 
' ^ iheir 
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tlieir hair, necks, ears, arms, wrifts, fingers, legs^ 
feet, and even the to.s ate covered with rings of 
gold and filver, made after a clumfy manner. They 
wear two rings in their nofes, and by their ftarnig 
looU and odd gefticulations, they look more like 
mad women than morrU-dancers. The band^of 
mufic that attends them Is compofed of three or 
four men, who hold two pieces of bcll-mctal in 
their hands, with which they make an mcefianc 
noife *, another man beats what he is plcafed to . 
call a drum, and the vocal mufic confifts in two 
iinging men. Thefc dancing girls arc fometimes 
made ufeofin their religious ceremonies } they are 
fclected foe their fuperior beauty, and very profi- 
table to the prlefts, who proftiiute them lo all 
comers. 

According to our plan, to do juftice to all tlie 
commanders by fea and land in the laft Indian war, 
a retrofpeft of fomc rcmaVkable pariiculats of thfe 
brave, the generous, the humane and truly well- 
bred admiral Watfon, cannot but pleafe whomfo- 
ever is affedled by great and noble, deeds. 

. The company allowed the admiral and hvs prin- 
cipal attendants palanquins, over and above the 
five pagodas a-day (two ‘pounds ftcrling) which 
were given him to defray the cxpences of his table/ 
As the Indian horfes are of little value, and yec 
vfety fcarcc, oxen are frequently made ufe of in 
their ftead ; the admiral had a chaife and pair of 
thefc oxen allow'ed him alfo by the company. 'I'hey 
are commonly white, have a large pair of perpen- 
dicular horns and black nofes 

The barbarous cuftom of offering up the wife to 
the manes of her dead hulband, ftill exifts among 
‘ the 
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the Indians/ Admiral Waifon and fevcral otlief 
Gentlemen of his fquadton were prtAnt at one of 
thele facrinces, and were all greatly afiected at the 
fight. Mr. Watfon difeovering, as he imagmwl, 
fomc figns of reluftance in the woman, while fte 
•was advancing towarcUthefuncral pile, ordered his 
interpreter to goandafkhcr.vdiethcrlhc devoted her- 

fclf voluntarily to theflames? afiTuring her that ifllie 
was compelled to do it, he would interiiofe and lave 
her. He defired, that Ihc would unrefcrvedly fpeak 
the real fentiments of her heart; that if flic chofeto 
live, ftic had only to fay fo ; that he would 
care to fecure her from the refentment of the 
Bramins on one hand, and from the reproaches 
of licr relations on the other ; and fettle lo « 
a provilion upon her, tha't for the future fhc fhoulu 
bo enabled to live quite independent of her family* 
and enjoy every comfort of life. The poor^womaii 
was by no means infcnfible of the admiral's hiM- 
nefs ; Ihe defired the interpreter to return him net* 
moft grateful thanks, but withal to alTure him,, 
that Ihe Avas about to die both A’oluntarily and 
chearfully. She Toon afterwards placed herfell at 
full lengith on a plat form Avhich had been erected 
for thc'purpofe t^foklcJher arms round the neck 
and bread of the corpfe, and with the greatefl Iran- ^ 
quility and compofure continued the embrace un- 
til both their bodies were covered with the fire-- 
wood heaped upon them. Then their nearell rela- 
tion put hre to the pile, which was no fooner light- 
ed, than the Bramins, feconded by the multitude, 
made a loud noife, and continued it as long as they 
fuppofed any life could remain in the viflim. T his 
was done probably toprtvent the \Yoman’s fhrieks 

from 
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froth being heard. The admiral and the comping 
lefc the phce with exceeding dejeftion of fpints ; 
t?hilp the natives (more efpecially the Bramins) re- 
joiced and triumphed in this diabolical rite. 

Soon after thereduftlonof Genah, admiral Wat- 
fon took an opportunity of vifiting the unfortunate 
captives, Angna’s twd wives and both his children ; 
the interview between them was bsyorid meafore 
affedlmg. ^ Upon his entering their houfe, tha 
whole family made a grand falaam,' or reverential 
bending of their bodies, couching the very ground 
with their fac^s, and fheddmg floods of rears Th# 
admiral defired them to be comforted, adding, 
that they were now under his proteftion, and 
that no kind of injury fliould be done them j” they 
then again made the falaam. The mother of An- 
grta,, though ftrongly affedled ^VIth theft teflimo- 
ni9s or kindnefs and humanity, yet could not help 
crying out “ That the people had no king, fhe no' 
daughters no husband, the children no 
father. ’ The admiral replied, ** that from hence* 
lorwarded thev muft look upon him as their father 
ftnd their friend.” Upon which th6 youngeftchild 
a boy of about fix years old, fobbing, fiid< “ Then, 
you Ihall be ray father/’ and immedratety 'took 
^e admiral by the hand, and called him father. 
This action of the child was ft \cry affectincr, ic 
quite over-poUred that braVe and generous man’s 
heart, and he turrlcd from the innocent youth for 
a while, to prevent the falling of theft tdars^ which 
a tender pity forced from his fobbing breaft. At 
* Gr'rLh"''” permitted them to ftmain in 



t' 36^ 3 

The admiral who delighted in acts’of equity order*, 
e'd captain Coots, whom he had -appointed gover- 
nor of the fort of Calcutta to take care that no.dif- 
orders ftiould be committed by his majedy’s troops,* 
or any other people; but to treat the natives with 
humanity, and to prevent the plunder of a rapi- 
clous foldiery, as luch offenders might depend on 
the fevereft puniOiment. Soon after captain Cooce 
had taken poffcflion of the fort, he prefented to 
colonel Clive the order -which he had received 
from the admiral, appointing him governor of the 
fort. The colonel denied any authority admiral 
Watfon had to appoint an inferior officer to him as 
governor, and told captain Coote, that he would 
take, on himfcif the command j and if he 
offered to obffruct him, or difobey his orders, 
he would immediately put him under an ar* 
re(V. The captain delired that he might sc- 
quaint admiral Watfop with ihefe particulars} to 
which the colonel confented. Upon this the 
admiral' fent, captain Spence on ihorc, to know 
by what authority the colonel took upon him the 
command of the fort; who dnfwered, by the ‘au- 
, thority of his majefty's commiffion as lieutenant- 
colonel, and alfo commander in chicfvof the land 
forces. Captain Spence went to the admiral with 
this anfwer, and foon returned with ameffage from 
Mr. Watfon to the colonel, that if he did notaban* 
don the fort, he would fire him out; the colonel 
replied, he could not anfwer for the confequenccs, 
• but that he would not give up his command ; but 
his meffago implied, that if the admiral iVould come 
on fhore and command in perfon, he ffiould have 
fio manntrofobjcflionloiti and on admiral V7at- 

fon's 
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^ foil's going on fliore the next day, the colonel de- 
livered the keys .of the 'garrifon into his hands, 
'and then the admiral. delivered them to the late 
governor Mr. Drake and his council. 

I The folloiung extradl of a letter wrote by the 
■ admiral Seragah Dowlah Suabaldar of the provin- 
ces of J?engal, Bahar and Nixa, fhews his heart 
and his principles. “Princes and rulers of ftate, 
fays he, not feeing with their own eyes, nor hear- 
ing with their own ears, ve often mifinformed, 
and the truth kept from them by the arts of crafty 
and wicked men •, was it becoming the juftice of 
a prince, continued he, to ruin and deftroy, (at 
Calcuttaj fo many innocent people, as had no way 
offended, but who relying on the faith of a rojal 
grant, expe£ted protection and fccurity both to 
their property and lives, inflead of opprcflion and 
murder, ivhich they unhappily found ? are thefe 
actions becoming the Jufticeof a prince? nobody 
will fay they^are ; as greatprlijccs delight in fhcwlng 
mercy.” He concluded thus, “ Although 1 am a 
foldier as well as you, I had rather receive fatls- 
faction from your own inclination to do juftice, 
than be obliged to force it from you by the diftrefs 
of your innocent fubjeCts.” 

After the ftorming of the Nabob’s camp, the 
admiral twifled the oliv'c branch witH the laurel, 
and ofTeted him peace in the following words, 
which reflect upon him immortal honour. “ I was 
always fo averfe to hoftUies, that even in the 
midft of victory, I ftopt fhort to liften to the voice 
qC 1. am. OjB. ta, in., 

the little profpect of its taking place. However, to 
take away all blame from me, both in the eyes of 
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God and man, and to com incc the Tvorld how mu h 
rather 1 wifh to fee the happinefs of mankind than 
ihcir niifery, I write this , 

If you really and fincercly mean to treat of 
peace, liften to the propolals which will be mad? 
by the gentlemen wl o are now with you *3 hey 
aik nothing but jullice, nor mean any thing more 
than the mutual good of both nations If you re 
fufe it, remember, that princes arc only placed at 
the head of mankind to procure their happ nefs, 
and that they muft one day gne a ft v ere account, 
if through ambition, revenge or avarice, they fail 
antheirduty I have done mine in givingjoumy 
advice ’ 

All the dealings of the admiral were ftamped 
TMth fuch franUnefs and fincerity, that the Indians 
to this day quote him as a pattern of faith and ho- 
hour “ Will not God, faid he, in another let- 
ter, the avenger of perjury punilb us, if we do not 
fulfilour oaths True foldiersand menof honour 
pever violate their words ” 

The icduftion of Chandernagore had cofi: 
the lives of many brave young officers of the 
Admirals fquadron, the Kent bad received 138 
cannon fbot through her (Ides near the fort, be- 
iides being greatly damaged in her mails and 
Ti'^ging Thirty common men were killed on 
the fpot in her, and 74 wounded Among the 
dead was Mr Perreau, the admiral’s firft lieu- 
tenant, who fell m the bloom of youth, un- 
ipeal abb lamented by all Captain Speke vvas 
dangeroufiy wounded In the leg and the fame 
plot carried off the thigh of his fon, who after- 
baido died of the wound* The number off!® 
* ' flain 
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^ainon board tlieTyger, almoft equalled ^thofe ir| 
the Kent. Admiral P6cock was flightly wound- 
ed. but Mr. Philps, the matter mortally. 

Every humarje bofom mutt needs commiferate 
the death of fo many gallant Brititti young men, 
who fell in this day’s adtlon. When admiral ' 
Watfon had the unhappinefs to dee both the father ^ 
and fon’fall in the lame inftanc, he immediate- 
ly went up to them, and by the moft tender and 
pathetic expreflions, tried to alleviate their dif- 
trefs. 

' Captain Speke who had obferved his Ion’s kg 
to be hanging only by the fkin ; faid to the 
Admiral ** Indeed, Sir, this was a cruel fliot, 
to knock down both the father and the fon." 
Mr. Watfon’s heart was too full to make the 
leaft reply. He only ordered them both to be im- 
mediately carried to the furgeon. The eyes of the 
brave youth, overSowed wjth tears, not for his 
own, but for his father’s fate. 

When Mr, Ives, the furgeon, told him he rnuffc 
amputate above the joint, he clapped his hands 
together, and lifting his eyes in the moft devout 
and fervent manner towards heaven, faid “ Good 
“ God, do thou enable me to behave in my pre- 
“ fent circumftanccs, wdrthy my father’s fon.” 
After this ejaculatory prayer, he fhewed his refig- 
nation and his intrepidity during the operation, 
for he never fpoke a word or uttered a groan that 
cquld^ be heard at a yard diftance. The ftlenc 
ttkkimg, '3/? 'ivV/o 'iTrj 

juft by fils daTling fon, exprefled his feelings bet- 
ter than they can be dekribed. The worthy youth 
hearbg before Ws d^ath, that his father ttas og^ of 
’ danger 
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danger calmly furrenderedup a valuable life to his 
Creator. 

The dawn of peace and profperlty in the pro-» 
vince of Bengal was overcaft by ihejuftly lamtnted 
death of admiral Waifon, who had retrieved ' 
• by his courage, conduCt and untainted honour, the 
reputation of the Britilh f^ith and glory in Indoftan. 

No man lived more efteemed, or died more re- 
gTetlc4 than admiral Waifon. His corpfe was 
buried at Calcutta, one of the laft feenes of his 
earthly triumphs, and attended by moft of theof* 
fleers in the land and fea fcrvice. All the French 
gentlemen who were then prlfoners of w'ar, and 
Jeveral thoufaods of Armenians and Indians foljow- 
ed him to his grave j there was fcarcely an indi" 
Tidual among them all that did not Ihed a tear, or 
give feme other marb of unfeigned forrow, .The 
tinivcrlal mourning of the fleet, army and fettle- 
ments,]uftified the high o^inion*of his fupeiior me- 
rit, and eminent fcrviccs. 

The admiral had diftir.guilhed himfelf in the 
early part of his life in divers engagements and was 
railed without favour Or intereft, but that of his 
own merit to the rank he filled in the navy with 
univerfal efteem and applaufc. Before he was ap- 
pointed to the command 6f the fquadron in the Eaft 
Indies, he had retired into the country, and engag- 
ed again in alifeof aftion for his country’s fake. 
He had a manly, commanding afpeft : his temper 
naturally warm, was the fpontancous flow of bene- 
ficence and hunianity. His manners was eafy, 
polite, endearing and almoftirrefiltible. His fenti- 
ments w ere noble and generous, and though he w’as 
ntturdly fober and temperaiej^ Jie promoted at bis 
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\ablc mirtb with decency, and joltity >vUh6nt indif* 
cretion. He excelled m the cpiftolary fcilc by^in 
uuftudied elegance and charming precifion : lie had 
ftudied min and things more then bool^s, and fhev/- 
cd an amazing fagaclcy in finding out real charac- 
ters Though firm in his rclblutions, he was open 
to convidion, and geftcroufly proclaimed the meric f 
of thofe who had (lured with him the fuccefs of his 
fuccefsful expeditions. He never introduced irifo 
converfatioa the cngagcmenia in which he had 
been* a confpicuous actor and declined with mh- 
defly the praifci jufily due to his gallant conduct 
and experience in military afTairs. He was reli- 
gious without bigotry, a hind and, faithful huf- 
band, an affectionate father, a finccre friend, and 
a good citizen. His integrity, beneficence and 
'difinterefiednefs were fuch as to become almoffc 
proverbial amongit the natives and Europeans; the 
alluring profpec: of gaitvdvdnot weigh with ium, 
when thofe purfuits were incompatible with tl.e 
fervice of his king and country, His ardent zeal: 
his juft and unbiafTcd fentiments almoft without 
example in the navy, raifed the admiration of his 
‘exalted character above the fliafts of envy and de- 
traction. 

Several of our readers having complained, that 
my account of the battle of Plafiey wasvery fuper- 
ficial. I fhall according to their defire, give here 
a full and authentic account of it, 

Scrajah Dowlah, after his taking Calcutta, had 
behaved iiith fuch infblencc and cruelty towards 
his own fubjccts, tliat feveral of the grandees of 
his court entered into a confederacy to depofe him. 
He bad dilplayed the Icvcrlty of his nature In fo 

many 
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ihany ihfta’nccs, as to ftrike an univerial terror i 
vandfrom the ficklenefs of his difpofition, no mart 
who was near him, and in his power, could thick- 
lumfelf fafe. Mecf Jaffier Ali Khan, a man of 
great power and inflocnce (and ■who had married 
the After of Suajah’s predcceftbr and grand-father; 

♦ Alverdy KhanJ conducted the defign of depriving 
the Nabob of that power, he had fo egregioufiy 
abufed j he was feconded in it by Rogdullub; 
general of horfe, and by Juggetfeet, who was a 
'banker to the Nabob, and efteemed the richcft 
merchant in all India. Thefe three leading men 
foon communicated their defigns to Mrr Watts; 
the Englilh refident at the Darbur of Nabob’s 
court, and he to colonel Clive and the fecrct com- 
mittee at Calcutta. The chiefs there did jiot heft'- 
tate long about coming into the fcheme. Great 
dexterity as well as fecrecy, being necefiary in exe- 
cuting the plan for a revolution* the whole manage- 
ment thereof, was left to colonel Clive, and to Mr. 
Watts. To avoid fofpicion it was hecelfary 
that Mr. Watfon ftiould no.tbe obforved to have a 
frequent intercourfe with Jaffier: he therefore cn-‘ 
trufted one Omtehand, a Gentoo merchant with 
the fecrct, and through him carried on his corre- 
Ipondence with Mecr Jaffier. Omrehand was a 
man of the deepeft cunning and moft infatiable ava- 
rice, and ftrongly fofpccted to have been the prin- 
cipal perfoh that fomented the late troubles againft 
the Englifh, in hopes of pecuniary advantages to 
'himfelf; Mr. Watt’s did not fufficienily know the 
man till too late. Omtehand after the treaty 'vas 
fo far advanced, that a treaty was juft on the point 
sof being Cgncd with Mecr Jaffier, unrcafonably. 

. demand; 
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demanded a quarter part of all the Nabob's treafurej 
which was fuppofed to amount to 64 croze or 80 
millions fterling.v His final terms were 30 lacks 
of rupees for himfelf by efpecial articles in the trea- 
ty } and he made no fcruple to afilire Mr. Waits, 
that if hisdemand was not complied with^ he would 
inftantly inform the Nabob of the fchemes, when 
every Englifhman within his reach would certainly, 
be put to the fevereft death. In this dilemna Mr. 
Watts applied to Mecr Jafficr, who was determi- 
ned not CO accede to fucK terms, if any means of 
obviating ‘'them could be de\\fed. Mr. Watts then 
wrote to the fe|e<ft committee, who feeing that ths 
fate of all depended upon temporizing with 
Omichund, and being at the fame time very sverfe 
to fubmic to the extortions of fqch a confummate 
villain, contrived that two treaties fhould be exe- 
cuted and fent up to McerJafHer, who was to be 
Jet into the fectet. One treaty was the real one to 
be abided by, the other was fiftitious, but with no 
other difference than that it contained the article of 
thirty lack for Omichund. The real treaty w&s 
executed privately by Mcer Jafficr j the fiftitlous 
treaty as alfo executed by him, and in the pre- 
fence of Omichund, who was thereupon perfe6lly 
fatisfied. Colonel CUve and all the felc<£t com- 
mittee ligned alfo this ficticious treat)’, but admiral 
Waifon who had figned the Veal one, refufed to 
fign the other. A ftrict principle of delicacy, 
^\hlch in him was fupenor to any point of policy, 
operated too ftrongly on his mind, to permit him 
to join in a deception of this nature; however, all 
pUfficsof people, from their knowledge of Omi- 
S f chund^ 
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chund’s ayarlce and treachcrj' applauded ihtart'ircs 
by which he as outAirted. ^ ^ 

The tenour of the treaty executed by b*eer 
Xvlahomet Janler KJian Bahadar, v.dth admlrei 
^Vatfon, colonel CUve, and the counfellors Drahc 
and Watts, was rever to allow tlie French to fet- 
tle in the province of Bengal (the paradife of na- 
tions) Bahar and Orixa. To pay thcEngUfli com- 
pany in confideration of the lofies which^they 
had fuftained by the capture and plunder of Cal- 
cutta one crore'of rupees, (1,250,000) fifty lacU 
of rupees to the EngliOi inhabitants at Calcutta, 
and tv\ enty lachs of rupees to the Gentoos, Moors, 
S:c. for the effects plundered from them ; and feycn 
I?chstothe Armenian inhabitants, the diftributJori 
of thefe fums was left to admiral Watfbn, colonel 
Clive, melTieurs DraLc, Watts, Kilpatrick and 
Becher. The boundaries of Calcutta were ca« 
larged, ^ 

. Advice having been received from Meet Jaffier 
and the other confederates, that all things were 
in readinefs with them ; the whole army marched 
forwards and the colonel wTOte to Surajah Dowlah i 
that his excellency had not thought fit to fet any 
valueon the fricndflup of the Engliih, but had in 
every thing difeouraged as much as poffible the 
company’s buHnefs, intercepted their trade ana 
fearching their factory at Caffimbuzar for ammuni- 
tion and warlike ftorcs, on pretence of their in- 
tending an attempt upon his life, in the time of 
profound peace, threatening them with an inftant 
rupture, if they did notfubmit to the fearch. That 
he granted an open protcctio'n to the king’s cnc- 
mes^ in allowing to Mr. hzvf ten thoufand rupees 
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per rr.omhj.w^^vcK (l^ewed his iatcntlon to fall upoa. 
I'ae EngllG^, as Coon as the abfcacc of their troops 
ancf fleet might expofe them to his hoIVilc inten- 
tions. The colonel complained bitterly of fo ma- 
ny infolls and infractions. He fokmnly declared 
that his intentions were to.havc fought for him to • 
the Jaft drop of his blood ; but feeing his excellen- 
cy had in every refpect demted from his engage- 
ments, he had determined witli the approbation of 
all who were charged with the company’s affairs, to 
proceed immediately to Cadinrjbuzar, and fubmiC 
their difputcs to the arbitration of Meer Jafter, 
llogdullab, Jugget Seet, and others of his great 
menj hs concluded with telling him, that the rains 
being fo near, it required many days to receive an 
anfwer, therefore he had found it neceffary to waic 
upon him immediately. 

The Englifli army coijfifl-ed of 750 infantry, , 
(including 100 TopafTc*;) about 150 of the train, in- 
cluding 50 fiilors v/ith feven midfliipmcn, under 
the command of lieutenant Haller, 2100 feapoys, 
eight pieces of cannon fix pounders, and one haut- 
buitzer. The Europeans and artillery were ent- 
barked in boats, and thefeapoys marched on to the 
northward through Hoghley. The Bridgewater 
alfo failed up the river as far as that place, to keep 
it in awe, and to pieferve communication between 
the colonel and the fquadron. The admiral, firfi: 
lieutenant Mr. Clarke, with a detachment of 150 
feamcn garrifoned Chandenagora, and the, ffiips 
elfeftually fecured Calcutta from any kind of infulc 
while a few topaffes were appointed to puard iho 
french prifoners. 
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Thefe meafurcs bring tuken, the army advan- 
ced towards Muxadabad j Mr- Watts and othef 
gentlemen, with fifty foldiers, who had made tteir 
tfcape from Coffimbufear, arrived at the army ; and 
major Coote was feni forward with a detachment of 
200 Europeans, 5oofeapojs, one field piece and a 
hautbuitzer, fo reduce Cutwah, a fort belonging to 
the Nabob, fituated on the bank of CofTimbuzar, 
near about half a mile in circumference. As he 
was reconiloitring the place, one of the foldiers of 
^he party grown delirious, while in the agony of 
death, made fo great a noifc as to difcover to the 
enemy where they were; on which tbey^begana 
brifk firing, and obliged the major for the prefent 
to alter his pofition ; but he prefenily afterwards 
made a locjgemcnt on a large baftion, and the next 
day, after fome oppofilion, the enemy abandoned 
the fort, and left to the conqueror 14 pieces of can- 
non of different calibers, and a large quantity of 
grain and ammun{ttoa.v 

When the army was within two days march of 
Manadabad, colonel CUve having received feme 
diftgrccable advices fromMccr Jaffier, fummoned 
a council of war upon the occafion, and in confc- 
quence of their rcfolutipn, the colonel halted where 
he was, and fent an exprefs to Calcutta, defiring 
frefli orders : ’ however^ the fame evening he receiv- 
ed a fecond meflage from Meer Jaffier, afluring 
him of his due performance of the articles men- 
tioned in the treaty, but informing him that he was 
fo furrounded with fpies, as to be obliged to aft 
with the greateft caution. This intelligence foon 
determined the colonel to puih on, and without 
wailing for any inftcuftions from Calcutta, he gave 

orders 
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orders for the army to hold themfelves In readmel*s{ 
to march the next morning, when leaving a fub- 
ali^rn officer wich all the Tick at Cutwah, he broke 
\ip his camp, 'and marched towards the enemy, 
through water almoft to the foldlers middles, the 
rainy fcafon being now fet in, 1‘he army having 
eroded the rivtr, reached Plafley rgrove, after a 
very tatiguing march, and through a whole night’s 
ram. Adv’ce having been brought to the colonel, 
on his arrival at the grove, that the Nabob's van- 
guard, conlifting of 6000 men was within three 
miles of our army, he ordered an advanced guard 
of 200 Europeans and 300 fcapoys, with two pieces 
of cannon, to poft themfelves at PlalTcy houfe, and 
feveral guards of feapoys at proper diftances from, 
each other round the grove. At'day-brcak of the 
23d of June, the Nabob’s army was perceived 
marching out of their lines towards the grove, 
which we were in potTcHjon of. Their intention 
feemed to furround the Englilb. The colonel 
hereupon formed his army, the Europeans he divid- 
ed in four 'divtfions ; the firft he put under the 
command of major Kilpatrick, the fecond under 
major Grant, the third under major Coote, and the 
fourth under captain Gaupp. The feapoys were 
formed on the right an& left. Plafley gro\ e is 
furroundedby a bank ; our army's deft flank was 
covered by Plafley houfe and river, and the righc 
flank by the grove. , i 

The enemy’s army kept on marching towards 
•c-wra vn -deep tol-crmns^ fopponedby a large train 
of artillery, confifting of 53 pieces of cannon, 
chiefly of 1$, 24, and 32 pounders.. Their ma- 
noeuvres upon this occaflon, differed materially 
' • from 
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from thofe they had been accuftomed to 'j for in- 
Head of polling their artillery all together a& was 
their iifual pradlce, they dif^erfcd them between 
the divifions of their troops, and not above two or 
three pieces of cannon on a fpot : fo that an attack 
upon any one part of their artillery could not have 
been decidve.. In this order they continued match- 
ing asfar as the river would permit ; but as foon as 
their rear was out of the camp, failing in their 
plan to furround us, they halted ; and a body of 
about 50 French, advancing in front of a largo 
detachment of their army, commanded by Meer 
IVIodun one of their principal generals, with four 
pieces of cannon, lodged ihemfeivcs within the 
banks of a tank or pond of water, diftant from U9 
about Coo yards,* and beganc brisk cannonade. 

The Engliib army was firft drawn up without 
the bank which furrounded the grove, but fooa 
found fuch a fhower of “balls pouring upon them 
from the enemy’s cannon, that the colonel thought 
proper they fhould retire under cover of the bank 
leaving two field pieces without, while the other 
four were kept playing through the breeches in ilie 
bank.' Our lelr-wing was HjU covered by PlafTcy 
houfc, which was about fifty yards diftant, and 
clofe to the river fide. 

In this fituation both armies remained till about 
12 o’clock, when a. heavy fliower of rain falling, 
the enemy’s horfe^ advanced, as to take advantage 
of it, but when they found that our field pieces 
continued firing notwithftanding tlie rain, thdr 
ardour was checked ; the rain ccafing, the canno- 
nading continued till about three in the aficrnoon, 
when they retired vrUhout confufion to tlicir old 

camp. 
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camp, their artillery marching firft. And now a 
large corps on the left of our troops,, was feen mov- 
ing -in fuch a manner as to make it doubtful, whe- 
ther their aim was to^poQcfs thcmfelves of the vil- 
lage to the left againft us, or whether they were 
fnends and wanted to join our army, but -they 
proved afterwards to be friends under Mecr Jaffier’?’ 
command ; however (as no fignal had been agreed- 
on owing to the mifearriage of a melTenger w hich 
he had difpatched to the colonel on the morning^ 
they were kept at a diftance by our field pieces ; 
after this retreat of the enemy, colonel Clive, leav- 
ing orders with major Kilpatrick, to fend him no- 
tice if the Nabob fhould make any new motionSp 
■went into Plafiey houfe to put on dry cloaths, and 
confider whether, notwiihftanding the fatigue 
which his troops had already undergone, he Ihould 
purfue the blow, by an immediate attack upon the 
Nabob’s camp, or defer it till night, when" he 
judged from pad ejtperience, the fuccefs would be' 
certain. 

During this interval, information was brought to 
the colonel ; that a detachment of our army, with 
fome field pieces, was raarching.towards the before- 
mentioned tank and eminence, at about the tUftance 
of 600 yards, v/lilch hatl been poflefled by the 
French, but who abandoned it when the army of 
Serajah Dowlah, retired to their camp. Colonel 
Clive expreCed his furprize, that fuchaftep fhould 
have been taken without his orders, and immediately 
hadened after the detachment^ which he reached 
nearly at the fame time they arrived at the tank. 
I le nov.' found that this detachment was command- 
pd by major Kilpatrick, ^thoIn he at firft ordered 

under 
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wn<^er arrcft for fuch unnulitarj /riH arJ conk^ 
iii aa oTic^r of cxpcrii-i cc, b-t ^ aj pacit cJ l>} t^c 
iraj It’s nul ing lum rnapjlj?) 

I he colonel then ordered major Kilp'’trick. to 
the grmc, and toD’» the command of thcdcr3'‘h’ 
in-n£ himfclf, retolving hocc fuch " fiep had Loin 
tal cn, not to mahe am retreat, but r-tl cr to bring 
o 1 a dccl^i^ e actiori , he therefore ordered a re n- 
frrement from th- mim bovfj in thw gro^c, upon 
Tvlijul) major Coote v uh hit d“t-cJ ment jotred il s 
colonel, uho then fere ti e * mg’j prom liers nnd a 
j;rtnadter*s compan) of fcajio^sro lodge themfehes 
beliind a banh that was clofc upon the encm)’s 
hues, from whence lhc\ kept n fontint.il /ire Mith 
i) irfmallarms, 15 did thedctachr ent at the tank 
With four pieces of cannon 

In the meanurne the cncm)’s infintr) and ci\a)- 
ry adunced to \ard$ o-r federal detached bodtesof 
roops, and endcavoj'cd.to bring their heas) ar- 
tiller) to bear, bjt the) met with fo warm a recep- 
tion, and loft fo many draught oxen and driicrs, 
that they failed in their attempt When il e in- 
f-niT^ and n>alr) b<»d faccl our troops for feme 
time, nnd ftood avcT^ fmaricannonadmc, in which 
the) loft a great number of men and hoifcs, u was 
obfersed they were in fcme confufton, and that 
their elephants grew \cry unrul) , the colonel took 
immediate ndvantige of tins critical moment, and 
f'lt cr lets to mijor Coote to attack a large body 
<*f horfe and foot, upon a nfing ground, at about 
the diftance of 150 )ards, and ordered another of- 
feer at the fame time to dorm the angle of the 
c-mp Both thefe attacks fucce..dcd, the enemy 
joiakingbut faint refifta’'ce , major Coote marched 

im 
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into their lines and a general tout enfued. lAci 
Sheraditch, a midflilpman of the Kent, was dan- 
gerqufly v/ounded as hs was eagerly advancing to 
ihoot one of the French officers in the Nabob’s 
army. The aflailants purfued till it was dark, and 
then halted at Doudpaze, a place about fix miles 
diftance frotrt the field of battle, where they were 
joined by the refl: of the army from PIafl*ey-grove, 
under major Kilpatrick, who at the commence- 
meni of the loutj received oidcrs from the colonel 
to march* The Nabob’s army was computed to 
confift of 20,000 horle and 40,000 foot, out* 
lofs was very inconfiderable ; but the enemy had 
about 500 men killed, among whom was Mcec 
'Modun, whofe death wasthe occafion of the con- 
fufion jufi; mentioned j befides three elephants and 
a great many hotfes. Their 53 pieces 6f cannon 
fell into our hands, with their camp, baggage^ 
elephants, &c.. . 

While our army was putfulng; a largC’body of 
horfe was obferved on our right : after firing a few* 
Ihot at them, a meflenger arrived with a litter' 
from Meer Jaffier to the colonel, acquainting hini 
that the corps was under his command, ahd re- 
queuing an interview the next morning. Ac- 
cordingly the colonel met hfm the next day, and^ 
having congratulated each other on this vift6ry^ 
he declared himfelf ready to perform the articles of 
the treaty between them. The colonel falutcd him as 

Soubahdarof Bervg^aL,^ahaj: andOclxa-^andad-viJl^* 

ed him to advance immediately to Muxabadad after 
Serajah Dowla,^promlfing that He would follow to 
fupport him with his whole force. The late Na* 
bob reached his capital, which was 20 miles dif*’ 

I T t . tans. 
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tant from the field of battle, a few hours after 
defeat. And the next evening, not knowing whom 
to truft, or %vhat to do, abandoning himfelf tohd 
fears, on Meer Jafficr*s arrival, he dlfguifed him- 
felf in the habitof aFaquier, and with one or two 
attendants attempted to make his cfcape- Mcer 
JafEcr immediately entered the palace, where all 
was anarchy and confufion ; but Mefiieurs Watts 
and Walfii arrived to pacify the inhabitants, and 
alTure them of the coloncrs proteftion : and on the 
24ih of June colonel Clive himfelf made his public 
entry into Muxabadad. Meer Jafiicr vilTted him 
the next day, and the 29th colonel Clive went to 
the palace, and in the prefence of the Rajahs and 
grandees of the court, he folemnly handed him to 
the Mafnud or carpet, and throne of ftatc, where 
he was unanimouQy faluted Nabob, and received 
tlie fubmiffidn of all prefent, he afterwards punflu- 
ally fulfilled the feveral* ardelts fiipulated in the 
treaty, and conferred upon the company, the 
navy, and the army the moft liberal rewards. 

On the 3d of July, Serajah Dowlah, the late 
Nabob, af^er wandering about forfaken and almoft 
naked, was taken in his way to Patna, ncarRola- 
maul ; betrajed it isfaid by one, whom he hadin 
his profperity cruelly treated, by caufing his cars 
to be cut off.* the next day he was brought back 
to Muxadabad, and in a few hours afterwards, 
privately put to death, by Meer Jaffier’s eldcll fon, 
to whofc cuftody he was committed. Thus Euro- 
pean pride and avarice feconded the cruel maxims 
of eaftern policy. His remains v.erc carried in an 
unmanly triumph on an elephant round the city. 
He had not quite complcatcd the twenrj'-fifth year 
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ct his age, and but the firft of his reign ; though 
perhaps he had merited this fate by his fartguinary 
difpofition, and tyrannical afts, the promoters and 
peipecrators of this tragedy were equally culpable, 
as neither of them had a right to faciihce an mde- 
pendant prince to their deieftablc fclnthnefs and 
policy. 

' The Nabob, after the cuftom of the Eafl:, fent 
prefents to the admiril confiding of an elephant, 
two fine horfes, a rich moorlftt diefs of gold ging- 
ham, with turbans and faflics ; and a robe and 
plume compofed of diamonds, rubies, fapphlres 
and emeralds, v/hlch though of no ^reat value, 
made a pompous appearance. Admiral Pocock 
was alfo complimented with a prefent of the fame 
kind, ' Admiral Watfon received theambafiador's 
on this occafion with marlts of great refpeft j he 
made a prefent fine cloth and velvet to each in 
return ; dreffed his fliips, difplaymg as 'many flags 
of different nations, as coifld be difpofed of on the 
yards, malls and rigging of the (bips ; faluled them 
with cannon, and wrote a congratulatory letter to 
the new Nabob. 

1 hope this minute defeription of the battle of 
Plafley and of the amazing revolution, which fol- 
lowed it, will fatisfy thecuriofily of our readers. 

To form an idea of thepew arrangements made 
by lord Clive in his prelidency of Bengal, it is 
proper to infcrt here a copy of the letter, which 
lie wrote to theCireflors of the Eaft India com- 
pany, before he was appointed to the fupreme 
civil and military command, that we may com- 
pare his regulations with the profeflions of his 
* T t 2 difin- 
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Blfinterefted zeal for their fervicc and profpe* 

lity. 

To the hor^Qurable theCourtof Direflorsforafiijw 
pf the United Company of merchants of Eng- 
land trading to the Eail Indies. 

Gentlemen, 

'* In obedience to your commands, I nowtranf- 
ipit the purport of ^Yhat J had the honour to repre- 
fent to you by word of mouth at the laft court of 
•direftors, with fome other particulars which flip 
ped rny memory at that time. 

' Having taken into confideration your letter fent 
me by the fecretary, as alfo the requeft of the 
general court of Proprietors, I think myfelf bound 
in honour to accept of the charge of your affairs 
in Bengal, provided you will co-operate with and 
aflift me in fuch manner, that I may be able to 
anfwer the expectations and intentions of the gene- 
ral court. 

As an individual, 1 can have no temptation to 
undertake this arduous talk j and nothing but the 
deflre I have to be ulefut to my country, and to 
manifeft my gratitude to this company, could make 
me embark in this fcrvTcc, attended as it is isith 
ib many inconvcniencics to mjfelfand to my fa- 
mily. 

I cannot avoid acknowledging, that I quit my 
native country with regret and diffidence on leav- 
ing behind me fas I certainly do) a very divided 
and diflrafied direflion, at a time when unanimity 
is more than ever requifite for the carrjlng init> 
execution fuch plans as areabfoluicly neceflary to 
the y> cll-being of the com^^ny. 
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I fhall nov/ enter Into a Ibort tllfcuffion of your 
political commercial and military affairs in Bengal, 
wifhout ftarching into the caufes of the unhappy 
'revolution in favour of Cofllim All Khan. I lliall 
only remark, that if the fame pl?n of politics had 
been purfued after he was placed on the tlirone, as 
that which I had obfervcd towards his predecclfor, 
he might with great eafe have remained there to 
this day, without having it in his power to injure 
cither htmfelf or the company, in the manner he 
has lately done. 

Indeed Mr. Vanfittart’s ideas in politics have dif- 
fered fo widely from mine, that either the one or 
the other mulfc have been totally in the wrong. 
Soon after Coffim Alt Khan was raifed to his new 
dignity, he was fuffered to retire to a very great 
diflance from his capital, that our influence may 
be felt and dreaded as little as pofTible by him : he 
was fuffered to difmifs alljhofe old officers who had 
any conneftlon with, or dependance upon us j and 
what was the worft of all, our faithful friend and 
ally, Ramnanan the Nabob of Patna, was given up : 
the doctrine of the fubah’s independency was adopt- 
ed, and every method was put in practice to con- 
firm him m it. We need not feck for other caufes 
of the war, for it is now Ibme time that things 
^have been carried to fuch lengths abroad, that 
cither the princes of the country muft in a great 
meafure be dependent on us, or we totally fo on 
them. 

That the public and continued difapprobation of 
Coffi.m Alt's advancement to the government, ex- 
prelTed by the gentlemen of Calcutta, inaeafed the 
Nabob’s jeabufies, is moft true , and that it was 
' the 
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jhe duty of every one, after the revolution x?zt 
once cfiected, to concur heartily In every meafur* 
10 fupport it, cannot be denied. It is jikewif? 
true, that the encroachments made upon the I^a- 
bob’s preferiptive rights, by the governor and 
council, and the reft of the fervants trading in th^ 
articles of fait, beetle and tobacco, together with 
the power given by Mr. Vanfntart to lubject our 
gomartahs or agents, to the |urildiction and infpec- 
lion of the country government, all concurred to 
taften and bring on the late troubles ; but ftillthe 
ground work ot the whole was the Nabob’s inde- 
pendency. It is impoffible to rely upon the mo- 
deration and jufttce of MofTulmcn j ftrict and im- 
partial juftice fltould ever be obferved, but let that 
juftice come from ourfcives. ' I'he trading ihcre- 
■fore in fait, beetle and tobacco, (having been one 
caufe of the prefenc difputes, I hope thefe articles 
^m 11 be reftored to the Nabob, end your fervants 
abfolutcly forbid to trade in therni this will be 
ftnking at the root of the evil. ' -- 

The prohibition ofDaftacks to your )upior fer- 
-yants will, I hope tend to reftore that becoromy 
w hich is fo neceflary in your fervice ; indeed if 
fome method is not thought of, and your council 
do not heartily co-opferate with your governor 
to preient the Judden acqmjition of fortunes, which 
have taken place of late, the company’s affairs 
muft greatly fuffer. What power it maybe pro- 
per to mveS: me with, to remedy thefe great and 
growing evils, will merit your ferious confidera- 
lion. 

Asa means to alleviate in fome meafure, the 
diffitisfaftion that chat fuch rcftri^tions upon the 
' commer- 
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colhmercial advantages of your -fervants may occd- 
fion in them j xt is m) fuil hdeiiticn mt to engage in ar^ 
kiui tf trade m)felf\ fo that they wiU divide amongft ‘ 
themvvhat ufed to be the governor’s portion of com- 
mercial advantagcb, which was always very con- 
fiderable. ' 

As my experience in military matters has arifen 
from many years practice, I hope, v/hat I have 
to lay before you on this fubjecr, will have that 
attention paid to it, winch I ardently widiitmay 
for the good of the Company. I would propofe, 
that you fliQuld always have in Bengal, four, or at 
leafi: three thoufand Europeans, to conlift of three 
battalions of feven hundred each ; four companies 
of artillery, of one hundred each, and five hund- 
red light horfe. Your forces have done great 
things and gained great honour; but much is 
ftill wanting to bring them to that due obedience 
and lubordinatlon, wlucji is confiftenc with the 
true interefl of the fcrvicc, whilft fo many of hls^ 
majefty’s forces were abroad, and fo few of your' 
own, two or three field officers in your fcrvice 
might anfwer the purpofe- But now that the 
kings troops are re-called, you Ibould immediate- 
ly endeavour to fupply the deficiency, I would 
therefore rc-commend the appointing three field 
officers to every battalion, a colonel, lieute.nant co- 
lonel, and major, and the officers 1 fiiould chufetp 
command the battalions, fliould be major Carnac, 
captain Richard Smith, and major Prefton. YoU 
have already done jufticc to major Carnac’s cha- 
racter, by reinflaiing him in the command of your 
forces in Bengal, and by acknowledging his fer- 
\ices in the mofV public manner. 

This 
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'This gentleman will, I flatter myfelf, flanci hlgll 
Jn youc eftecm, as brigadier general Caillaud, and 
■will, I hope, have the fame ranit and appointments. 
The military merit of the other two gentlemen you 
are likev/ife well acq^uainted with, having both re- 
ceived from the court marks of approbation for 
their diftinguiflied ferviccs, to command your ar- 
tUler)^ I would recommend Sir Robert Barker, 
whow abilities in that department have been exceed- 
ed by no officer that ever was in your fervlce, Your 
fcapoys are already commanded by major Knox, 
whofcmcriisl could wifti to haverewarded with alien* 
tenant colonel’scommiflion, yourhorfe,whehraifed, 
fliould'bc commanded by a lieutenant-colonel or 
major. I have very ftrong rcafons to wifii this 
idea of regimenting yoiir troops may take place ; 
for without fuch a fubordination I {hall not be able 
to enforce your orders for the reduction of your ml- 
lirary expences j which have been a conftant dead 
weight, and have fwallowed up your revenues. 

I could wifii that whatever emoluments are una- 
voidable may fall to thefe few, who by having been 
long, are high in your fervice, whether civil or 
military. Thus will the cxpencc be fcarce 
felt by the company, in coroparifon to what it is 
at prefent, when for want*of duefubordmation every 
one thinks himfelf entitled to every advantage : 
and the juniors in your fervice will be excited to 
exert themfelvcs, from a certain knowledge that 
application and abilities only can reftorc them to 
their native country with fortunes hanourahly ac- 
quired. Before 1 leave the fubject of military af- 
fairs, I {hall take the liberty to recommend to 
your confidcration my ideas concerning the prefenc 

method 
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hietliO(3 of levying yoUr troops in England. It b 
certain at prefenc, this branch is very irregularly 
condudled, little regard is had lo the choice of the 
men 5 they arrive m India undifciplined, and in 
cafe of fudden emergencies, which^ may require a 
number to be immediately difpatched to India, 
there arc none ready to fend ; for although this 
has fortunately not been the caft Iince the conclu- 
sion of the peace, the facility of getting hien has 
anfen from thtf numbers lately diCmiflcd from his 
majefty’s fervice, but the fame difRcukics as fiver 
will very Ihortly commence again, as foon as thofe 
disbanded troops have betaken themfelves to other 
employments. I vvould therefore fuggeft that the 
company Ihould apply to his majefty forpermiffion 
to maintain two battalions of 500 men each in 
England, of which the whole or any part, with 
the proper ofheers may be ready to be fhipped at 
a moment’s Warning. Juftice to the charadler of 
two officers, who have rendered thecotnpany mofi: 
important ferviccs< alone induces me to recom- 
tnend that you Ihould pay the compliment of thd 
command of the battalions to colonel Coote arid 
colonel Ford. Although there may nppeaf fome 
difficulties in the execdtiv^ plan*; yet as I do not 
doubt of the concurrence of the adminillration to 
any phjpofals efTcntially ncceflary td the company’s 
. intereft, 1 imagine they will give them afliftance id 
fo falufaty a meafure. 

The heartburnings ^nd difputes, which feem td 
have fpread and over-run vour fcttlemfint of Cal- 
cutta, arofe I much fear originally from your ap- 
pointment of Mr. Vanfiltart to the government of 
Bengal from another fetdement, although his pro- 
U u motion 



[ ] 

motion was the eftcua’ of my recommendation. 
The appointment therefore of Mr. Spencer from 
Bombay can only tend to inflame thole difiTenfiOns, 
and to deftroy all thole advantages, which the 
company can only cxpedl to reap from harmony and 
unanimity amongft their fervants abroad. The 
refignations of Mr. Verelft, and many o- 
thers of the fenior fervants, which muft be the 
confequence of Mr. Spencer’s appointment, will 
deprive me of thofe very gentlemen, on whofc af- 
•fiftance I depend for rc-eftablifoing your affairs in 
Bengal. Mr. Sumner has already come under your 
conlideration, as a fit perfon to fucceed Mr. Van- 
' iittart, and on my being propofed to take upon me 
the eovernment he dcfired to accompany me asfe- 
cond'in council. Injufticeto Mr. Sumner’s merit, 
1 muft fay, that I think him a very capable fer- 
vant of the company, and one who 1 am perfuaded 
will co-operate with mi to the utmoft of his ablll- 
-ties for the good of the fervicc, nor would I wiQi 
him to go abroad with me, ’were I not convinced 1 
ihould be able to place him in that degree of con- 
fidence and good will with Jaffier Alii Khan, as 
'will certainly be neceflary in a perfon deftinedto 
be my fucceflbr. I hope .before I conclude, you 
will be perfuaded, ihat I can have no interejied views 
in going abroad' I do not 'mean to rerieft on thofe 
■ who thought proper to reward and diftihguilh Mr« 
Vanfittart fo remarkably, by adding to the ufual 
' allowances of the governor two and a half ^cr cent, 
upon the company’s territorial ’ polTeflions, which 
' made the whole of his appointments more than 
2o,oool. a year. •Ifhallonly fay, I think fuch 
appointments too great a burthen on the company’s 

eftatc i 
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eftate ; and leave it to you, gentlemen, to make 
me whatever allowance you may think confiftent 
with my nation.” (He^concludesl)/ what I have 
mentioned before relative^ to his Jagheer, &c.) ^ 

1 have the honour to be 
Berkley Square, Gentlemen, ' 

•siyth April, 1764. Your moft obedient 

« Humb. fervant. 

(Signed) Clive.”-' 

The editor defirous, that no civil or military tran- 
faftions in India, which preceded lord Chve*s late 
admimftration in Bengal or happened in that pe- 
riod, fiiould be hidden from the knowledge of ’hfs 
readers, has the happinefs to be able to fupply 
them with ail the articles of authentic intelligence 
they may require, in regard to the campaigns of 
the commanders in Indoftan, (ince the late peace. 
As they ^ hive never been publifhed, he flatters 
hjmfelf to add novelty to inftru<fHon, and lead his 
Veracity fhould be impeached, he appeals to all the 
officers who ferved under major Adams, brigadier 
general Carnac, colonel Munro and colonel Smith, 
jis the following narrative is exaftly taken from the 
orderly book of thefc refpeftive commanders, 
which has, by a lucky chance fallen into the hands 
of the author. 

' The Campaign of Major Adams. 

This brave, afbive and (kilful officer, whofelong 
fervices and an unfpotted military chara^er had 
raifed to the command of the Eaft India company *s 
forces, having beat the enemy m the field of 
U a 2 Gur--' 
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Gurria, and forced their cntrenchments-ai Wooden, 
nulla, received intelligence on his arrival at Cal- 
gong, that Coflim AIU Cawn, had font a large de, 
tachment from hh army, and were in their march 
ty the Chickia pafs, to penetrate through the 
Beerboone into the Burdevan province. In confe- 
qucnce of this information, major Adams on the 
29th of September 1763, iffued out the following 
orders. 

** Captain Witchcot with two fubakerns and 
thirty men of his troop, with thirty t)fMir2a Hu- 
fen Beg’s arc to march to-morrow morning and 
Join the detachment « of the Beerboone province.” 

It is alfo ordered by major Adams that major 
Carnac do hold himfclf in rcadlnefs to march and 
take' the commapdof thedeiachrnenl in the Beer- 
toonc province. , , ' 

The clearnefj, precifion and conftancy of the 
major's* orders, 'were the diftates of his forefight 
and judgment, ^ 

On the firll of Oftober the army encamped at 
Baramporc near Monghcer batteries, which had 
been raifcd immediately againft that fort. It was 
the next day delivered up by the enemy, .and con* 
verted by major Adancs into an hofpital, for the 
(Ick who were difleinbarked from the boats, under 
the command of captain Wedderburn. I he hu* 
mane and gallant commander, who knew how to 
value the lives of thofe, he thought an honour to 
lead to glory, having procured in Monghcer'fort 
*i comfortable aflylum for the officers and foldiers 
y.hov/crcnoi able to march with the army, order- 
ed on the i^ih, that *‘as foon as all the heavy arr 
tjlleiy and (lores Ihould be (liipped for Patna, 'thp 

three 
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tl^ree cojnpames .of captain Maclean’s battalion,. 
yfcte to go on board the faoatsas a gyard to convey 
them.” 

Captain "Wedderburn who commanded a com- 
pany of volunteers, mhabltanis of the town of 
Calcutta, had been entrofted with the charge of a 
jiumber of armed boats,' defigned to proteft the 
hofpltal, the ftore and baggage boats. He was or- 
dered to -make all the expedition he could to 
Fatna, with the boats under his command, oa 
board of which were the battering cannon, ftore 
and the gentlemens baggage. Mr. Hugins, en- 
gineer, having been directed to repair immediately 
the breach that had been made in Mongheer forr, 
the moft judicious meafuret were taken, to prevent 
any obftruftion, which the army was likely to 
meet on their march to Patna. ^ Major Adams had 
font on (he i tth, captain Stibbert ibmard with one 
hundred Europeans, four guns, ahd two battalions 
^of fcapoys to throw a bridge over Shinga nulla » 
and in the mean time people were fent to repair 
the bridge at Dura-nulla, that had been cut by the 
enemy to retard our march. 

"'Wc marched the igih of October and arrived 
the aSth at Jaffier Cawn’s gardens, within a fmall 
diftance from Patna, After a proper furvey had 
been taken of the place, major Knox, the quarter- 
matter general, an officer of diftinguidied abilities 
in tafticks, and of approved ikill in military archi- 
, lecture^; to which he had been brought up in 
Woolwich fchool, coincided in opinion with the 
engineers to raife our batteries neat the river fide, 
pnd to make a breach by the north norih-eaft 
baftion^ 'Where the houfes of the fqburbs y/erc al- 



C 530 1 

mod contiguous to the x^alls of the fort. In confe- 
quence Of this djlcrmination, our engineers began 
to ereft a battery, whhout interruption from tlie 
befieged, but before it was compleatly finifhed, a 
large body of the enemy’s belt fcapo^s, made a 
ftlly on the 31ft of October, from the norih-csft 
water gate. Having crept along the banks of the 
river andgotamongd thehoufes unperceived, they 
furprifed the party of fcapoys that was lodged in 
the batteries As this important pod had been 
committed to an ofHcer, whoft military knowledge 
a'nd vigilance ought to have guarded him againd 
any furprife j it was an unpardonable overfighr, 
luckily repaired by the fpontaneous intrepidity of 
the linglilh feapoys^ who behaved like difciplincd 
veterans. ,Bu't the druggie was unequal, dnd the 
jfupsriority of numbers wing an over match for the 
.Talourofthc adVilcd, the enemy fucccededin blow- 
ing up our' mapnzine. and fpikcd up one of cut 
guns. The firing of mufqueiry alarmed captain 
Smith’s battalion of fcapoys, of which the guird ip 
the battery was a part. They immediately got 
under arms, ma-ched to the adidance of their 
companions, drove the enemy from the battery, 
and followed them to the very gate from whence 
they had failled forth. They were ordered back 
by major Knox^ svho commanded at the battery, 
which was rcin^rced by captain Swinton’s batta- 
lion. 

The enemy made a new* attempt on our battery, 
and v/ere driven again into the fort by the gallant 
fcapoys, againd whom an unfuccefsful fslly was 
made in their retreat tp the battery*. Three lirnc? 
were the afiaila'pts-repullcd with equal advantage 

and 
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and intrepidity, and o'br feipoys in their impetu- 
ous fury piirfuing the enemy to the very gates of 
the fort, were fo daring that fome of them went 
in to the place without thinking on the danger 
of their raihnefs. During thefe repeated attacks 
and rcpulfes, the king’s and company’s- grenadiers 
were got ready. It had been debated in a coun- 
cil of war, whether the prcfenl juncture, when the 
enemy were not yet recovered trom their fears and 
their confufion,was not the moftxfavourable to liornv 
the place by entering at the gate, from uhjeh the 
enemy liad fallied forth- The fpiritei^ condufl of 
the feapoys and their prefent warlike ardour, feem- 
ed to countenance this opinion j however, it was 
.thought more prudent to wait till the breach was, 
made practicable. This’ refolutlon was perhaps 
themoft judicious, as the enemy had Ihewn that 
day an extraordinary courage jand activity. Sen- 
.llble no doubt that Patna was the laft Hake bf 
.their power and fecurity, as the lofs of this im- 
-portant 'place would deprive them of the only te- 
nable fortrefs they were likely to hold^ and oblige 
,them to abandon the country after the furrender of 
their laft aflylum* • ’ ' 

• During the confulcation^lhe walls of Patna were 
covered with armed men, .who feemed prepared tp 
make a vigorous defence. They kept up a conti- 
nual fire againft our people, with their cannon and 
with their mulketry, m the midft of which the.un. 
daunted braverw of our troops appeared moft con- 
fpicuous, an Irhrew a damp upon the ardour of the 
ene.my, in flieu mg them what they micht expect 
on a future day. Captain 5\vtnton, captain God- 
dard and fcvcral ollicets were_v,ounded, and about 
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tjlie Hundred men, mcludmg the ferjeants of both 
battalions were killed and wounded in the two at- 
tacks. Captain Swintdh fuficred the moft from fhi 
wound he had received in the hollow of the hand* 
and his own neglect occafioned afterwards the lofs 
of his arm, which on the fymptoms of a mortifi- 
cation, was cut off above the elbow. As this’gen* 
tleman had been brought up to phyfic> he might 
have prevented by timely care the confequenccs 
of this accident. . ' 

In the mean while our operations were carried 
on with an unrelenting vigour and perfeverance* 
we erected another Battery and made a breach to * 
the fouthward by the river fide ; fcaling ladders 
were prepared, as we were in doubt of getting in 
at one of the breaches without this ailifiance. 

' The fifth of November a (Irong party, which 
confifted of the king’s grenadiers commanded by 
captain Champion, another new company of grena- 
diers commanded by captain Moran, and five gre- 
nadiers companies of feajKjys commanded by five 
licntenants, under the direction of captain Treva- 
nion, the whole fubordinate to major Sherlock, 
who had the firft Command in the batteries. The 
ftorming party' marched from them about thred 
quarters of an hour before day. Captain Invin 
with all the European grenadiers and their fcSlin^ 
ladders wasto enter at the Ibuthern breach, but hd 
found the ditch fo full of water, that he could 
ford it. As it was rtot poflible to overcome this 
difficulty, he immed»atclf ordered* his grenadiers 
to throw down their ladders, and to wheel to thtf 
right } he entered at ihc other breach with the 
fcapoys accompanied with captain Trevanion, lieu- 
tenants 
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tenants Duffidd and Nicol the other ofRccrs of the. 
forps. There was but one mm UUed in going up* 
T^e battery clofe to the right of the 'breach Hr^ 
their cannon feveral rimes upon the rear of their 
ilormvng part^ • captam Irwin led hvs gtcnadleca 
from the breach to the right over the walls of the 
battery; heutcnanl Nicol was the other o^hcer en- 
gaged in this hazardous enierprize. Captain Irn 
wm ordered his men not to firconthofein tiie bat- 


tery, but to beat them out \v»h bricks ; this was 
done in a momenr, and when a fufficlcnt number 
of foldiers were lodged in the battery, the captain 
advanced on a road near the walls towards the caH:- 
gtte \ juft: before we reached it the enemy made a 
Hand, The danger and difiiculty was to proceed 
through a doorwhcrefcarcely two could go a-breaft^ 
this door which led to an opening contiguous to the 
caft'gate, might be about forty yards, the inter- 
mediate fpace was a kind of fquarc with a few 
thatched houfes. Here the gallant captain Irwin, 
whofe rtiiliiary conduft delerved the higheft com- 
mendation, was mortally wounded, his thigh-bone 
being broke into pieces with a fhoc and a rocket. 
Captain Champion was alfo wounded and came 
back limping, fupponed l^ a grenadier, at the 
very time lieutenant Nicol was entering the door. 
This gentleman, uhoft /kill and bravery had been 
tried on divers occafions, afked the captain if he 
was wounded} he anfwered in theafiirmative, and 
exprefling his apprehenfions about the men, whom, 
be faid, were without an ofneer ; Mr. Nicol fen- 
fible that the Icaft delay might be attended with 
dangerous confequences, asked no more qucftions, 
f nd following the impulfe of courage and judgment 
Xx marched,^ 
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jnarcHcAon with his feapoys. When he got into 
the opening betwijct the two doors, he found the 
men in a ftate of fufpence and inactivity,, for wqnt 
of an officer to lead them ; they were fceldng for 
a place ^here the enemy’s tire could not touch 
them. Lieutenant NicoJ, like an experienced 
commander, immediately formed the men into 
platoonSj'with the afliftance of, lieutenant Crown, 
advanced in excellent order with recovered arms, 
fired a platoon into the opening, which led to the 
Eaft-gate, and pufhed through with an amazing 
conduct and refolution. He ordered the Eaft-gate 
to be open to let in our army* and on his march- 
ing along the walls, refigned his command to lieu- 
tenant Scotland his femor officer. But he had not 
proceeded twenty yards farther before he was 
wounded. Mr. Nicol continued hU march in the 
fame order and celerity in order ro get pofteffion of 
a baftlon called Burra-jnulta. As this poll was 
llrongly guarded, the enemy feemed refolvedio 
defend it ; they had turned round a large piece of 
cannon, which we afterwards found was loaded 
with grape fiiot. Several of the men having ex- 
pended all their cartridges called out, they had no 
ammunition. . Mr. Nicol formed them again into 
platoons, ordered the Idavildars to look into ihe 
men’s cartouch-boxes, as they were marching, and 
difpatched a ferjeant for ammunition. The enemy 
perceiving that neither their mylketry nor the ftiow 
of their cannon could interrupt our m^rch, which 
was continued with ftill more order and rapidity, 
were ftruck with a pannlck, and in their conftcr- 
ralion forgot to fire their cannon. Capt.ain Trc- 
yanjpti came up ai this timCf fook ths cgjjj- 
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tiiand from ‘Mr. Nicol, who performed all part^ 
of this perilous fervice whilft at the head of the 
feapoys, with equal fuccefs and reputation. The 
enemy ran from-the baftlon as fart as they could to 
the fouih-eafi: gate. Captain Trevanion took pof-" 
i*efijon of the Burra-Mulca, and foon after fent lieu- 
tenant Skinner with a party to polTefs themfclves 
of the fouth weft gate. • 

Major Adams 'entered 'Vith die whole army ac 
the Eaft-gatc, land marching ftraight through the 
city of Patna, halted the men a little beyond the 
Weft gate, where he gave them a dram and a bif* 
cult. ^ 

Captain Trevanion feelrtg the fort was our own, 
fent Mr. pNIcolI who tv as adjutant-general to the 
feapoys, \vith a fmall party of them,' to colleft all 
the ftraggling men of that corps together, to pre- 
vent all the plunder and outrages of a rapacious foU 
dicry, in obliging them to join major Adams, the 
‘Commander in chief. 

‘ The reduftion of this important place reflefls 
-immortal honour >upon the conduft of the officers* 
and the valour of the ibldicrs, who made this ac- 
quifirlon. The greateft Icrts was that nientioned 
before in the fucceeding flttaclcs j captain GalHez 
Was fhot through the body, lieutenant Scotland 
through the* cheek, and lome others wounded. 
The encriiy’s lofs was fuppoled to be above three 
hundred, tv ho were found killed within the walls df 
‘Patna. After the troops had been a little rc- 
freflied, major Adams appointed a proper garrifbn 
for Pama, the command of which was given to 
major Sherlock. 

, Major 


2 
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t'Majdr Adams marchoJ immtfdialel/ after 
conqucft with the army and encamped at Banki-i 
poore. . On.the loih of Novethber captain* Ir^in 
died’ofhis wounds juftly regretted by his acquain-’ 
tahces and lamented by hH friends. The death of 
this officer was a real lofs to the company. They 
had raifcd jhim to the rank of a major in the fcr- 
vice as a reward for his gallant actions ; but he did 
oot live, to enjoy this honourable ftation. 

*. Coflim Ally Cawn had in the city of Patna and 
its; vicinity about thirty thoufand men, .but the 
company- was in po/Teflionof ail his fortified places 
except Kotafgur, where he kept his treafurc. He 
marched with his army towards Dowdinagur ; the 
major having got every thin^ in order, marched 
on thej3chin the prefence the fugitive Nabob. 
The 19th the army encamped atDowdnagur, where' 
major Adams received^ information' that Coffim 
Alli Cawn, .not ttufting to the ftrong fortrefs of 
Kotafgur, for the protection of his treafurc had 
fent for it, andthat fcveral camels loaded with this 
accumulated wealth, were on their march to Sal- 
feram. The major detached captain Smith with 
his battalion and two fix pounders to endeavour to 
intercept them. But-they had-gained a march 
upon the captain, who could not come up with 
ihem. The 23d the array croCTed the river’Soanej 
and on the fifth of December encamped on- the 
banks of the river Caramnafla, which ferves as 
boundaries to the Nabobfiiip of Bengal to the Weft. 
The other fide of -the river is the country of *tb« 
K^ah Bulwanfiog, a tributary prince to Sujah al 
Dowlah. . _ 

'Th<f 
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The mdcfallgable major Knox, who had jilwafs 
given the befl: Intelligence of the country where ho 
had the honour to 'command, having Turveyed x 
vaft tract of unknown territories, tranfmhicd his 
plans to the governor, who conveyed them to tbo . 
court of directors, that they might obtain fomc 
knowledge of a province,' where theycatrled 
an estenlive trade, and kept a rcfpectable body of* 
men for its protection* 'Befidcs a general canrrof 
be too well acquainted with the face of a country 
w’here he leads an army j he fliould know where 
he can encamp ,to advantage, where he can be 
fupplied -with water and provifions • if the country 
he IS to go through js open or woody, flat or 
mountainous,' where the rivers are fordable, orhave 
bridges built over them. He is then fore not to ‘ 
he enxbarraflcd when he taktfs the field, and not to 
be obftructed on his march by- unforefesn acd- 
dents., Major Kflox was t>l>vays afiiduous in ma-' 
king himfelf rpaftcr of thisufeful knowledge. With 
this view, -when he commanded in the province of 
Midnapore, from the end oft the year ryCi, to 
July 1763, c the war againft Collim Ally Cawn, 
required the exertion of hU abilities in the Held: 
dde employed’ Mr. Nicol 'jrt 'Cctlvc officcr-'undcc 
his command to furvey .the province. Mr' Nicoi 
went zi far as Balalbre i and when this officer com- 
manded a.' detachment of feapO)s at Beercool ‘to- 
wards the end of ’the year to prevent the 

French flups that were cruizing in the b,^Y from 
being fupplied with wood, vtater, and provifions 
from the towns and villages on the Piply river, he 
.furveyed the mouth , of itj according to major 

Knoxls 
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Knox’s dircctlonst repofcd a great confiJecce 
in his zeal and affidulty. 

This glorious campaign being finifhed, m^or 
Knox availed himfelf of the opportunity the iuC- 
penfion of hoftilliias gave him, to make hlmfdf 
more particularly acquainted with the kingdom of 
Bengal. He then recommended ftrongly to major 
Adams, lieutenant Nicol, as a proper perfon to 
furvey the country. Accordingly on the Sih of 
December, the major ilTued out his orders to lieu- 
tenant Nicol to hold himfelf in rcadinefs to go and 
vifit the public roads between the river Caramnaiia 
and Calcutta. He executed hiscommiHion to the 
great fatisfaftlon of his commanding officers, and 
the manifeft advantage of the military fervlce. 

The gth of December major Adams dclimed 
up the command of the army to major Knox, and 
fet off for Calcutta. Major Knox who was tick at 
the beginning of the can)pargn,wiih an unexampled 
zeal and fortitude, had gone through all the tolls 
and fatigues of the field. In a torrid climate, with- 
out once going into fick quarters, • Finding himfelf 
worfe, his aflive fpirit was forced to give way to 
his impaired conftltuiion. 

It is impoffible to have an exa£fc idea of the mea- 
fures taken by lord CliVe, relative to the king of 
Dehly, and the princes his turbulent vaflals, with- 
out mentioning the late rcvmluiions of the Mogul 
empire, in which the Eaft India company afted a 
principal part. 

Achmed Abdalla, a native of Candahar, chief 
of the nation called Duronnies, in the confufio*^ 
that enfued ^sdor^s death, had ufurped 3IJ th® 
horthern provinces ceded to Perfia by Mahomed 
^ Shah 
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&ahj and at laft grew very powerful. He had 
invaded Indoftan, and fought fcvcral battles with 
the Marattas, w ho afpired to the fway of placing 
a, Icing on the throne of Dehly. Achmed Abdalla 
on his fecond invafion gave them a total overthrow, 
on the Sth of February lydoj but he was pieafed 
to confirm the appointment made by the Marattas, 
of the young jewan Buckt to the throne, now 
circumferibed in authority to the provinces of 
Dehly ; and after fettling the annual tribute -to be 
paid by the young nominal king, he put him un- 
der the guardianlhip of Rohilla, one of his crea-' 
tures. In the meanwhile Ali Gohar of the line of 
Tamerlane, father of Jewan Buckt, had found 
means to efcape from the ptifon in which he and 
feveral of his brothers had been born at Dehly; 
and it was at lafl. his good fortune to fall into the 
hands of the Englilh Eaft India company, and af- 
ter having experienced alUhe viciffitudes of for- 
tune, the Englilh company condefcendc'd to create 
him their Grand Mogul. He had in his difttefs 
fought for an afylum at the court of Sujah al Dow- 
lah Suhbaldcr of Oude, who alfo preferring the in- 
dependence which the confufion of the empire had 
enabled him to affume, made the prince Ali Gohar 
a fmall prelent, and defired him to quit his do.-ni. 
pions. Sujah al Dowlah was the fame prince who 
m 1764 was conquered and driven out of his do- 
minronsby the Englilh company, fotnetime before 
he arrival oflord Clive at Calcutta,' by whom h™ 
was afterwards reftored. ^ loom ne 

Tvi'i*’' prince next toot refuse svith 

Mahomed Kuh Khan Nabob of Jlbhabad wl-? 
Vhom hf concerted a plan for inradtav the pr-" 
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vircc of Bengal, having before obtained frotn Al* 
lum Ghctr ho father, a grant of that fubahfliip. 

Accordingly an army of defperate adventurert 
and diflaffeifled Zemindars being collefled toge- 
ther, they marched 'from Illahabad towards Ben- 
gal, to lalte polTeirion of thofe provinces which in 
faft the Englifh Eaft India. Company governor; 
then colonel Clive, had taken from the Nabob Se- 
rajah al Dowlah, and conferred on Meer Jaffier, 
pne of his officers. 

The'^prince was very unfiiccefsful in this expe- 
dition, and the Englilh in Bengal held him in fuch 
contcrppt, that colonel Clive at the requeft of his 
pow made fubhadar, marched to punifb thofe Ra- 
jahs who had joined him. The prince reprefented 
to the colonel, that he had no intention againft 
Weer Jaifier’s life or government, that all he aimed 
at jvas an army to make head agajnft the yifict. 
and chat if it pleafed God to favour his caufc* the 
colonel might command any advantagesfor the com- 
pany or himfelfi Col. Clive having communicated 
this to the Nabobs fon and minilter’s jt was 
pimoufly agreed, that it would be dangerous to 
have a prince of the blood in any of the provinces. 
The colonel therefore fcntback the mefiengerwith 
a refpectful letter and a^prefent of above one thou* 
fand pounds flcrliogj which behaviour fo char- 
med the prince, that he fcni word to colonel Clive 
he would force himfclf under his proteflion, and 
dare him to deliver him up? but the colonel 
obliged toanfuer, that he acted under the fubal* 
dar Jaffier Alh Khan’s orders, and would therefore 
by no means advife him to pul himfelf in his pow'- 
er. hereupon the prince .was -obliged to feek 

( <• I 
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forfonie dthfer refuge j and colonel Clive, to detef 
the neighbouring princes from any future holltli- 
ties in the prov'ince of Bengal, thought fit to fiiciw 
his rcfentment to Sujah al Dowlah, Nabob of 
Oude, \7ho had aflifted the prince by reprcfcncing 
to him, that as he could not but know the inviola- 
ble fricndlhips fubfifting between him and Meer 
Jaffier, he wondered he'lhould prefume to fend 
forces into his country ; thde if he ftill perfifted ir» 
fentiments of enmity, he ought to Own it frankly 5 
in which cafe he would march up after the rains, 
and appeal to the declfion of the fwofd, 

It \Nas not convenient to the EngUfla in Bengal 
at this time to acknowledge the authority of this 
prince. Things continued qmet in Bengal till the 
year 1760, that the ptince reneA\ed his attempt On 
this province, and though they always proved un- 
fUcccfsful,yct they kept the country in trouble and 
fermentation for near three years j during which 
time he offered to the EngHlh carte-ldanche, as 
appears from the following extraft of a letter, from 
governor Holwell, ' who fucceeded colonel Cliye 
in Bengal, dirOfted to major CaiUard, who had 
then the command of the army. ** The iituatlpn 
of the prince at prefent is fuch, that I am fure jic 
would readily and thankfully hearken to an over- 
ture from us, and without befitation grant a fir- 
meur, appointing the company perpetual Subah- 
dars of the province. His two firmeurs to me, 
offered Carte-blanche for the company ; and I dare 
fay that to you was of the fame tenor.” At laft 
he was reduced to fuch a complicated diflrcfs, thac 
on the eighth of February 1761, he was obliged 
lo furcendec lumCclf to the commander of the Bri- 
■ Y y tifli 
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tiHi forces, major Carnac and Guych in the pni^ 
vince of Bahar. During his intercoutfe with the 
EngVifh, having received advices from Delhi, of 
the alTaffination of his father Allum Ghcer, 
made them the moft feducing offers toaflift him in 
his favourite fcheme of obtaining the throne of 
Delhi ; but finding that the bnglifh would do no- 
thing for him, except the farec of proclaiming 
him emperor at Patna, he was obliged to feck 
fome other refuge ; therefore he quitted the Baharc 
province in June 1761. He afterwards applied a- 
gain forproteftlon to the Nabob Sujah al Doiilah, 
•who upon this fecond vifit confined him, and kept 
him a clofe prifoner, making the fame tool of him 
as Gazl-abOean the Marattas and Abdallah had 
done before of the other princes of the blood. 

About the end of the year 1763, the finglHh 
having expelled Cofiim Allt Khan from Bengal, 
that Nabob had retired. with his treafufe, and feme 
of his adherents into the dominions of Sujah al 
Dowlali, whom he at length perfuaded to join him 
in an attempt to recover his Subahfliip. Accord- 
ingly in the month of February 1764. Sujah al 
Dowlah came down with a confiderablc force into 
the province of Bahar^ and brought the prince AH 
Gohor with Jiim ; the Eoglifh army then under the 
command of major Hcilor Munro, an officer of 
diftingullhed merit, met them at Buxar, and on 
the zgd of Odlober 1764, after a very obflinate 
battle, defeated and purfued Sujah al Dovvlah into 
his own dominions. In his rlighc he left the pricce 
behind him, ,who once more threw himfclf oti the 
, Englifii for proteftion. 

prom 
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From this period, the Englifir Eaft-Indla com-^ 
pany became' poffcfled of this prince, and availed 
thsmfelves of the opportunity to make a proper ufe' 
of him. Having nt this tjme no friends opon 
whom he could rely even for perfonal fafety, he 
thought himfelf happy to have fallen into the hands 
of his new guardians, who treated him in every 
refpeii', >vizb more kindne/s than ' the inholpitabJe 
princes who had before ponelhon of him » the 
lingUlh allow'ed him, while he continued in their 
camp, a certain fumforhis daily fubfiftence. From 
this period he engaged the pompous title of Em- 
peror, grand Mogul, Shah Allum the mvmciblc 
or king of thc'world. The EngVifh were fuccefs- 
ful m totally expelling the Nabob Spjah al Dovviah 
from his dominions ; and while in fufpence about 
the difpofal of this country, our grand Mogul font 
a petition to the prefident and council at Bengal, 
which was tranftnitted to them by major Kcatcr 
Chanis. Dated from the camp at Banares, the 
azd of November 1764. The following is an ex- 
tranflation of it. 

If this country is to be kept, put me in poflef- 
fion of it, and leave a fmall detachment of the 
troops with me ; to Hiew that I am protcfled by 
the EngUlh and they fhall be at my expcncc : that 
if any eqemy comes at any time agamft me, I will 
make foch connexions in the country, that with 
my own troops, and the aforementioned fmall de- 
^tachment, wjll defend the country without any 
farther adiftance from the Englifh ; aqd I will pay 
.them of the rc\enuesofihc country whaifumsthdy 
fhall demand yearly. Ifthc.EngUlh will contrary 
to their ow n intercft, make peace with the Vizar 
Ty 2 ‘ Sujah 
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Sujab Dovvlah, T will go to Delhi » for I cannot 
think of returning again into the hands of a man 
who has ufed me fo ill. Whilft Sujah nl Dowfah 
had the Mogul in his podeflion, he was created 
Vizier by the captive prince. 1 have no friends, 
continued he, I depend on more than the Ehglilh ; 
their for?ner behaviour to me will make me ever 
reipedt and regard them : now is their time to be 
in potTefljOn of a country abounding with riches 
and treafure. I 'fhall be fatisfied with whatever 
lhare they plcafe of it. ThcRohallas were always 
enemies to the imperious Viaier ; 'they arc all my 
friends 

The prefident and council of Calcutta having 
confideted the Emperor's petition, .refolved w 
Itcep a part of Sujah al Ddwlah’s dominions for the 
life of the Eaft-lndia company, and put hlsmajell/ 
3 n poflefllon of all the reft. Accordingly a papff 
wasdrawn up dated December 1761, nnd Tent up, 
'to major Hector Munro, commander in chief of 
the army, with orders for him to get ir executed 
by the Mogul. The iranOatiyc of this paper front 
.the Perfian is as follows ; * ' 

** In confideiation oftheafijftance and fidelity of 
.the Englifh company, ‘which has freed us from the ^ 
iccoriveniencles we laboured under, and ftrength* 
cned the foundations of the empire, which tjcd 
_ has given us, We have been gracioufly pleafed to 
grant to the Engllfli company our roy.*!! favour^, 

. according to the following articles, which fhall re- 
.main firm both at prefentand in future. 

As the EngHfli company have been put to a ' 
great expcncc, and their afFairS expoftd lb danger 
by the V.ZI with the Nabob’Sufah a) ‘Dovvlah, 



[ J 4 , T 

Juftlv and contrarj to our ro)al pleafore, vagecf 
againft them, we have therefore afiigned to them 
tht country of Ghaaipoza, and the reft of the Ze- 
niindary of Buiwanifing, belonging fo the Ni2a- 
murof the nabob Sujah al Dovviah, and the regu. 
lation and government thereof we have given to 
their difpolal, in the fame manner as it was m the 
nabob Sujah al Dowlah*s , the aforefaid Rajah ha- 
ving fettled terms with the chiefs of the Englifh 
company, as according thereto to pay the revenues 
to the company ^ and the account fhall not belong 
to the books of Ihe royal revenue, but fhall be ex- 
punged from them The army of the Englilh 
comjSiany having joined our ftandard, fhall put us 
in pofleffton of Illahabad, and the reft of the coun- 
tries belonging to the Nizamul of the Nabob Sujah 
al Dowlah, and the revenues fhall be in our entire 
management and difpofal 

As the Knglifh company will be at a farther ex- 
pence in putting us m poflefiion of Illahabad, and 
the reft of the Nizumal of the Nabob Sujah al 
X)o\vlah, we v/ill therefore as we get pofteffion, 
grant to them out of our treafury, fuch a propor- 
tion of the revenues as the cyigcncics of our affairs 
will admit of and when *\c are put in full pofTcf- 
fton, we will reimburfe the whole expences of the 
company m this bufinefs, from the time of their 
joining our royal ftandard, > 

The Mogul circumftanccd iis he was, readily 
agreed to the contents of this paper , and accor- 
dingly, on the 29th of December 1764, his im- 
perial firmeur was iftued confirming the fame In 
confequence of this agreement, the Mogul was put 
f p pofTefTion of Illahabad, and all the fubahfhip of 
' «* • Oui* 
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Oudc, excepting the zemiodary of Buhvantzing, 
uhere a fatSory was cHablifhcd by the governor and 
council at Kanary, the principal city of this tern- 
tory, for the collefiion of the revenues, which 
w'ere fixed at tueijty lacks, or about 250,000!. 
fterling per annum. Before the advices of this prof- 
perous U.ite of the company’s afFairsxould be re- 
ceived in England, the Haft India company were 
greatly alarmed, and had appointed lord Clive as 
governor and commander in chief, together with 
a felect committee, who were fent from England, 
furnifhed with ample powers to purfue whatever 
means they fliould think proper, to eftablilh the 
peace and tranquility of Bengal. Upon his lord- 
ihip’s arrival on the 3d of May 1755, at Calcutta, 
};e actually found the general affairsot the compa- 
ny, and of the feetJementsat Bengal in particular, ' 
in a more flourlfhing ftate than they had ever been 
known V in fact, there nothing, to do in the 
general out-lines of government, for him and his 
committee, from which act his reputation and juft 
emolument could be raifed, unicfs they rut out 
work for themfelves : ,they therefore refolved to 
aboliOi the treaties then fubfifting, which had been 
foiemnly entered into oijly two months before, and 
to model the commercial as well as political affairs 
of the company, upon an entire new plan* I'he 
company will ever have reafon to lament their mo- 
tives for this alferation. He delivered up the 
command of the army to captain Jennings of the 
artillery, on the 2d of January 1764, and imme- 
diately fet out for Patna. 

' ^ Mr. Nicol having ftirveyed the Budjapore pro- 
vince, with the diligence and exactnefs peculiar to 
t - . ■ that; 



C S4V J 

tHattrUfty ofUcer, found to hU great forrovf, majdr 
Knox very ill on his arrival at Patna. Tlie major 
OKiered him two hundred feapoys of captain Camp- 
■beU’s battalion, and mentioned him as a proper 
officer to the Nabob Jaffifir Alt Cawn,j\vho agreed 
to fend feventy horie under his command With 
this detachment lieutenant Nicol was to proceed 
and take ^ view of the Chrakre pafs, v;hich was 
not exadly known to the military officers of the 
company. • The roads In the Beerboone province 
as far as Bendowen and Calcutta, were to be com- 
prehended in this furvey : but the malady of ma- 
jor Knox having obliged lieutenant Nicol to defer 
his journey, this ufeful expedition was laid afide 
after the ^caih of the major, which happened &c 
this junf^ure. He was undoubtedly one of the beft 
field officers the company ever had, and few are 
fo eminent In all the branches of the military pro- 
feffion. • 

The editor having been obliged to poftpone 
mentioning the glorious campaign of major Adams, 
in the year 1 763, for want of an exaft information, 
has in jullice to the merit of that officer, inferted 
here a true narrative of U. 

Major Adams with the ^troops under his com- 
mand marched from Ghirolty the fifth of July, by 
order of the governor and council of Calcutta ; to 
dethrone Coffim AU Cawn, and to replace Meer 
Jaffier AIU Cawn to theNabobfliip of Bengal He 
was on the loth of July proclaimed Soubah of 
Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa, and a faluteof one and 
'jvrtnfij'^irtFa'W’Ca'jrrt.di'uii’hifchnniuin -dr'^ireiray. 
The. 19th of July the army encamped at Cuewa. 
• The fame day a large body of the enemy’s horfe 
. attacked 
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attaciced a detachment of our troops under tfi 4 
command of captain Long of the 84th regiment. 
Tucky Ali Cawn the beft general of Cofiim’sjr- 
(Wy, was killed in the beginning of the engage* 
meat, which would otherwife have been more 
bloody and more obftmatc than it was. Our d«- 
tachment'obhgcd the enemy to retire, but this ad- 
vantage was dearly purchafed by thfe Jgwsof many 
men killed and wounded, belides the lieutenants 
Smith and Delafarc of the cavalry, who loft their 
lives in the combat. 

Here they were in fight of Plafiey-houfe, and 
to honour this (kirmilb, as it had been done on a 
former occafion, the parole given^out was, Clire 
and couDtcrCgn Plaflcy, It w'as the* fortune of the 
Enghfti to be again fuccefsful in this plain* In stf* 
fcrting the caufe of Mecr JafHer Cawn. 

' The moft remarkable engagement that cvef hap- 
pened in India, or perhaps in any other countty 
was that of lieutenant Glyn, who bad under ws 
command five companies of feapoys and'i^fj^sjl 
gun. He was on his march frotn Burdewan to join 
the army, and had under his charge two lacks of 
rupees. On theiyth of July, feveniecn thoufand of 
the enemy’s horfe attapked him with the moft im- 
petuous fury i the affair wasi bloody and difputcd 
by lieutenant Glyn and his feapoys, with an incre- 
dible perfeveiance and intrepidity. Three times 
did the enemy take from him his guns and trea- 
fure, and as often did he re-take them. At laft 
the bravery of his feapoys prevailed, and he obli- 
ged the enemy to retreat. After he had halted. a 
Ihorc time to rcfrelh lus troops, he made a forced 
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Tiarch attacked Gutwa Fort, took it and droi'fi the 
incmy out of the town, acrofs the Coffembazan 
river. If we cortfider all the circumftances of rhi^ 
Jefperaie encounter, feventcen choufand of a ra-' 
pacious fuldiery ftimUlated ^by the profpe£l of a » 
confiderable body, and enraged to fee a handful 
of men, fcratch from them this valuable acquifui- 
on, ferure it againft the moft poWerful effous, ^ 
force them to rctrfeat with difgrace and difappoint- 
fnent, take a fort and drive the enemy beyond a 
fiver, after this unparalleled exploit, as perhaps 
^qual to any of thcfc great atchivements of thd 
3reek5 magnihcd by Xenophan. 

July 23d captain Campbell, v/ai ordered td 
■aife a baliallon of feapoys uhh all potlible ex- 
{^edition, and on the 25th, ‘the army marched 
through the city Moorlhadabad and encamped at 
Saddat-bay,‘ The Nabob Jaffier AliCawn, re- 
ilorcd by the fahid European potter, which Iifid 
vanquifhed; humbled and dethroned him, once 
more.'^feturn triuhiphant as bis compitetor into his 
fcapital. A bridge was thrown over Lunear Nulla, 
&nd the artny crolTed it the firft of Auguft ; the 
2d ihe army marched from Bagatta to Ghireah, 
and engaged the enemy’s \\ho’c army j fliey took 
Cmal pieces of oUrcaftnon during the engagement, 
which were r6-taken with ailbity. Three of the 
enemy’s battalions changed captain Stilberfs bat- 
talion of feapoys alternately, as one was beat, ano- 
ther of the enemy's rencvisd the attack. Major 
Carnac was fenl with two pieces of cannon, to cap- 
tain Sulbett's adiftarce, for which, major Adams^ 
with more gentrofity than vasdue to his bare per- 
formance of his duty, mentioned hini to the board 
' Z 2 of 
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of Calcutta, and Mr. Vanfittart, who was rather 
partial to the major’s military merit, made ftill a 
more honourable mention of Mr. Carnac to ^ihc 
court of diredtors, than fuch a common exertion 
of the major’s courage deferv’ed. The cnem) had 
in the field, about forty thoufand troops; many of 
their feapoys were well armed and difciplined after 
the European manner. The company’s forces did 
not amount to above five thouland men. The 
number of the Englllh feapoys killed and wounded 
was very confiderable, but few Europeans fuffered 
in this aftion. The valiant, active, and fpiritted 
lieutenant Glyn, aid do camp to major Adams, 
and lieutenant Furlong, and enfign Andrews of the 
Company’s li 4 th regiment, troops were amongft the 
flain j and lieutenant KMler of the artillery, fell a 
victim to the furies of the field and the vicifii* 
tudes of the cHmate, Among the wounded "W 
captain Stilbert, in feven or eight different places, 
and enfign Anmlng wKo was cut and maimed in a 
Ihocking manner. 

Our army remained on the field of. battle, all 
the fecond and third of Auguft, and on the fourth 
marched to Aurangabad, where divine fervice was 
performed to return thanks to the god of hofts for 
our lace great fuccefs, *and after fervice was ended, 
a falutc of twenty one guns was fired. It was not 
poflible to afeertain the Jofs of the enemy, which 
was very great, they loft fevcral pieces of cannon 
in this engagement after the defeat of Ghircah, 
they retreated to Wadm Nullah, where they had 
thrown up a ftrong work. 7'hey had a high hill 
to their right, round the top of wh'ch bread vvorks 
were thrown up, the river Ganges was on their 
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left ; from the hill to the river they had thrown up- 
a ftrong rampart, on which were mounted Several 
pieces of cannon. At a little diftance from the 
river was a large gate, and in front of the rampart 
a deep broad ditch luUof water; from the foot of 
the hill to the right of the enemy ran a deop mo- 
rafs in a perpendicular line to their rampart ; thro’ 
the middle of the morafs ran a little rivulet, this' 
lay in front of a ridge of hills, which went off from 
the highefl. to their right m a perpendicular line. 

On the nth the army encamped at Pulhepoon, 
and major Adams immediately concerted meafures 
to drive the enemy from thistlrong hold, in raifing 
batteries againft the place. During the fiege they 
once made an attempt onahem, and at another 
'optiTi ittn cA \Vt«, mci ■fe 
warm a reception, that they defifted from adling 
ofTenfively. The fifth of September we ftormed 
the enemy’s entrenchments : about an hodr before 
day, captain Irwin with hts and other compauies of 
grenadiers, fupported by battalions of feapoys, at- 
tacked tlie hill. A Harcamal and Teapoy officer 
undertook to conduct him through the march, 
which they did with great difficulty > the foldicrs 
were obliged at times to carry their arms and am- 
munition upon their bcadsio keep them from the 
water. They got over without being perceived by 
the enemy, who indulged themfelvcs m a falfe fc- 
cufity, as they thought it impra£iicable to go thro* 
the marfh. Captain Irwin climbed up the hill as 
faft as polfible. The enemy laid on their little 
matts in a profound lieep on each fide of him, as 
he was matching up. He gave ftrift orders to his 
^men not to f^re upon the enemy; but ioftead of 
Z z 2 giving 
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giving the alarm, to receive them upon their bayo- 
captain had reached the lop of 
the hiH, the enemy’s guard gave the alarm, l^his 
was the prelude ot a bloody fcene; the enemy be* 
took themfcives to the breafl: work, which tbrnied 
a circb round the top, but they Were foon forced 
from this entrenchment. Captain Miran who com- 
panded the party mthe batteries, marched out and 
entered at a breach, which would admit only one 
nt a time, it had been made with our cannon by 
the lide of the gate. Captain Irivin marched down 
the lull to the right, and captain Miran to the lefr, 
until they met a great number of the enemy, were 
devoured in a fore of lake formed from the marlh, 
and there were about feventy people laying dead ort 
a Hone bridge, in the rear of the gate of the ram- 
part. Which was over wood in N*ulla. This was 
owing to a guard of the cnem} 's bemg placed be- 
yond the bridge, withprders not to let any of their 
v^n people pa fs, but to keep them at the works, 
0 t a,c thofe that ran from the work were for a 
jiti e time beiween twohres ' In this perilous at- 
tack captain Broadbrookivas lulled, and lieutenant 
bounded, othtrwife our lofs was inconj 
tiaerablc; the enemy fuffered greatly' but we 
reape more however than real adv antaee from this 
aring exploit, T he army marched the next day 
ro a mofque beyond Rajamaul, and difpofed of ihe 
ho^es and camels taken from the enemy. 

.,n/i 1 r ^11 •''sptember we continued our march 
iinri ^ ^ luofque at Ramajaul, 

’M • • 

Adams, after finifhing the glorious cam- 
1 ^ S o died at Calcutta in his way to hli 

■ nari\x 
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rstivc country. His fervices, his rrtilitary knoTy- 
Icdge, his focial virtues made him worthy lii every 
refpect to command foidiers. 

It was this new fyftem of government, and the 
confcquences of Tt, \vh)ch Uid the foundation of 
all the inquiries and publications that have fince 
laid open the affairs of the company, and forced 
the Lnglifh legiflature to interfere its authority and 
jfhew Its juftice in wrefftng from the hands of the 
prefidencics in Indoftan, a power they had abufed 
in open violation of the laws of natioqs and the 
rights of Englifhraen. 

Among the alterations determined upon, the 
Mogul was to be deprived of the Nizeniut of the 
Nabob Sujah al Dowlah, with which he had al- 
ready been mvefted by folcmn treaty, and the com- 
pany vas to give up the zemindary of Bulwant- 
zing, all of which were to be reftored to the faid 
Nabob, agaloft whofe wealth, as Mr. Dow juftly 
obferves, the virtue of Tome of our revolutions was 
by no means proof, upon his paying to the compa- 
ny the lum of fifty lacks of rupees, ^he grand 
Mogul was likewife fuppofed to be in aftual poffef- 
fion of Bengal, and he was to give a paper grant- 
ing to the company, not only the office of the 
>DewanniP{| which cOnfifft in fuperlntending the 
lords and colleftors of thofc provinces, but the re- 
venues alfo ; by which of courfe all the treaties 
with the Nabobs of Bengal were rendered void. 
He was hkewifc to confirm to the company the 
lands before granted to them by the former Nabob’s, 
and to confirm lord Crjve*.s Jagheer. For all which 
- the Mogul was to be paid by the Enghfh company 
annual futn of twenty fix lack of rupees for 
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111'? erpences and the fupportof his dignity : and fie 
was to bs continued m the polTenion of Cotr^ and 
part of the province at Illahabad. , 

* The fclctfl committee at Calcutta had not the 
lead doubt of the Mogul’s complying with all this 
very readily, bscaufe as they exprelfcd ir, the 
Ung is now dirpcndant on our bounty, his whole 
hope of prntedlion and even of fublitlencc, reft up- 
on u$ i it cannot ‘therefore be fuppofed he will 
prove obftinate in denying a requeft of little con- 
fequence to him in his prefent circumftances, but 
advantageous to us, his greateft benefadors, and 
ve may lay his only frieftds.” 

’The committee,' intended to make ftiil a bctttt 
life of the Mogul’s inglorious dependency. Upon 
the fame principles at before, funnuds for the pro- 
vinces in the Dccan valued at the yearly revenue 
of thirty lacks or 375,000!. were to be obtained 
alfo : lord Clive in a letter from Mootafill, infor- 
med his feledl committee at Calcutta in the follow- 
ing words, that he was refolved to fuecced. “ I 
hav’c been defired by the prefident of Fort. St. 
George to obtain funnuds for the free northern 
provinces, w’hich being a matter' of great impor- 
tance, I fhall make a jwint of fuccceding iu Jt', 
and'as the Nabob of Bengal intends purchafing his 
majtfty’s favour at the price of five hacks of rupees» 
J make'no doubt that all the funnuds demanded 
on the company’s account will be afforded gratis. 

*1 he fituition of Shah Allum was fuch, that if the 
low eft fervant of the company h.ad been fent to him 
with authority, the prince would hai'e granted the 
remilrder of this empire for the fake of a fubfift- 
■iVrtriecufity of ^*is peifon. Accor6ins’‘? 
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tte following grants required ofliim were obtainceJ 
under his Imperial .firmeufs. . ^ 

Copy of the new agreement, or treaty jointly en- 
tered into between the Nabob’ Najim alDowlah, 
the Kabob Sujaii al Do'vlah, ths emperor Shalt 
Allum, and lord Clive and the fecret commutes 
of Calcuttaj upon the latter’s revoking all for- 
mer treaties^ and new modelUng the affairs of 
the company, by ajuiming the Dewanne. Dated 
the 1 6th Augull 1765. . . . 

• .(Sealed and approved by the Empsror.^ 

** Whereas the right honourable Robert I^rd 
Clive, baron Cllve.of Flafley, knight, companion 
of the mod: honourable order, of the Bath, major 
general and commander of fhe forces, prelidenc of 
the council, and governor of Fort William, and of 
all the fectlemsnts belonpng to ihe'unlted compa- 
ny of merchants of England trading to the Ealt 
Indies, in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Onffaj and John Carnac,>c<quire, brigadier gene- 
ral, colonel in the fervice of the faid company, and 
commanding* officer of their forces upon the Ben- 
gal eftablilhment, are tnv«?fted with full and ample 
powers, on the behalf of his excellency the Nabob 
Kajim al Dowlah, Subabdar of Bengal, Balnr, and 
Oritra, and likewifc on behalf of ths unit. d compa- 
ny of merchants of England trading to the bait 
Indies, to negociate, fettle, and finally to conclude 
a firm and Uuing peace with h s highnefs the Na- 
bob Sujah al Do»\lah, Vifier of the empire be it 
known to all thoft to whom it may or lhall in any 
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tilanncr belong, tint the above-named plenipoten- 
tiaries have agreed u|>on the following articles with 
his highnefs, , 

lit. A ' perpetual and untverfal peace, finccre 
friendfhtp, and firm unioa /hall be cflablilhcd be- 
tween liis highnefs Sujili al Dowhh, and his heirs, 
On the one part, and hts excellency Najlm al Doa’. 
lah, and the linglifli Eaft-lndia comp.iny, on the 
other, fo that the faid contracting powers lhall give 
the greateft attention to maiotam between them- 
fclves their dominions, and their fubJeCls, this re- 
ciprocal friendihip, without permitting, on either 
fidtfj any kind of hofiilicics to be committed front 
henceforth ‘for any caufe, or under any pretence 
ivhatfoeve'r } and evcry*thing fliall be carefully a* 
voided, which might hereafter prejudice the union 
now happily eftabldhed. 

■ dominions of his Highnefs Su- 

jah al Doy/Iah fhall at any time hereafter be at- 
tacked, his excellency Najim al Dowhh and the 
Enghlh company fhall aflift him with a part’ Of 
the whole of their forces, according to the exigen- 
cy of his affairs, and fb far as may be conCflenc 
with their own fecurity ; and if the dominions of 
his excellency Najim al Dowlah, or the EnglKh 
•company lhall be attaclced, his highnefs fhall in 
like manner affift them with a part or the whole of 
his forces } in the calc of the Enghlh company’s 
forces bcing^ employed in his highnefs’s fervite, 
the extraordinary txpence of the fame is to be de- 
frayed by him. 

3 d. His highnefs folemnly engages never to en- 
tertain or receive Cofiim Ally Khawn, the late Sub- 
ahdar of Bengal, Scc. Sumroo the affallin of thd 

Englifli, 
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£ngll(Jii nor any of the European deferferi withiri 
his dominions, nor to. give the leaft countenance/ 
fupport, or protedllon to them : he likewife fo- 
Jemnly engages to deliver up to the Englifli what- 
ever huropeans may in future defert from them in- 
to this touniry/ ^ ^ 

4th. The king, Shah Allum, fhall remain ia 
full polTeiiion of Cora, and fuch part of the pro- 
vince of lllahibad as he now pofefles, which are 
ceded to his majefty as a royal demefne for the fiip- 
pbrt of his dignity and expcnces. 

• 5th. His highnefs Sujahal Dowlah engages, in 
the moft folemn manner, to continue BulvvanfcSing 
in the Zemindaties of Banaras, Ghaiipore, and all 
thofe diftfi( 5 ls he poHenedatthe time he came over 
to the lace Nabob Jafficr Ally Khawn and thd 
Englifli, on condition ofhis paying the fame reve- 
nue as heretofore. 

* 6th, 'In conflderaiion of tlie great expence incur- 
red by the 'EngUfh company iri carrying on tho 
late war, his highnefs agrees to pay them Ififty^ 50 
lacks of rupees, in the following manner, viz. 
(twelve) 12 laclainnioncy, and adepontofjewcls/ 
to the amount of eight lacks, upon the figning of 
^his trc'aty j (five) 5 lacks doe month after, and 
the remaining (twenty-five) 25 laclts by Monthly 
payments, fo as that the whole may be difchirgcd 
in (thirreenj 13 rnonths from the dace hereof. 

‘ ^ yth. It being firmly refolvcd to reftore to his 
hichnefs the country of Banaras, and the other dt- 
llrjiflsnow rented by Buhi'anc Sing, notwithflarfd- 
iig the. grant of the fame from the king to the 
company *, it is therefote agreed, that they 
flnU be ceded to his highnefs In manner following, 
liz. ’J hey fhall remain in the hands of the Eng- 
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jj(h company with their revenues, till the ex* 
piration of the agreement between the Rajah Bui* 
want sing and the company, being on the 27th 
November next 1 after which his highnefs fhall 
enter into pofleffion, the fort of Chunar excepted, 
which is not to be evacuated untill the 6th article of 
this treaty be fully complied with. 

8th. His highnefs fhall allow the EngUfti com* 
pany to carry on a trade, duty-free, throughout 
the whole of his dominions. 

9th. All the relations and fubjefts of his high- 
ncis, who in any manner afltfted the Englilh du- 
ring the courfe of the late war, (hall be forgiven 
,and no v^'ays molefted for the fame. 

lOth. As foon as this treaty is executed, 'the 
Englilh forces fliall be withdrawn from the domi* 
nionsof his highnefs, excepting fuch as may he 
.necelTary for the garrifon of Chunar, or for the de-* 
/fence and protection of the king in the city of Ih 
, lahabad, if his majefty (hould require a force fot 
^hat purpofe. 

1 r. • His highnefs the Nabob Sujah al t)owIal^ 
his excellency the Nabob Nailm al Dowlah, and 
the Englilh company, promifcd to obferve fin- 
cerely and ftriflly ali the articles contained and 
fettled in the prefent treaty ; and they will notfuf* 
.fer the fame to be infringed, direflly orindirefll/i 
by their refpedlive fubjects ; and the faid contrac' 

ling powers generally and reciprocally guarantee to 

each other all the flipulations of the prefent treaty* 
' Clive [L.S.J 

John [L. S.] Carnac. 

. Sujah [L. S.] Al Dowlah ’1 Seaf and Ratification/ 
Mirza CoffimKhawn, 

Rajah Shetabroy, 
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Signed, fealed, and folemnly fworn to according ' 
to their refpeftivc faiths, by the contrafting 
parties at lilahabad, this i6thdayof Auguft, 
in thc'year of our lord 1765, in the prefence of 
us — — 

Edmund Mafkelyne, 
Archib’. Swinton, 
George Vanfittart. 

Fort William, Sept. 50th 1765. 

A true copy. Alexander Campbell. 

s. s. c. 


Copy of the general Firmaun from the emperor 
Shah Alium, granting to the company the Dc- 
Avannee of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla Dated 12th 
Auguft *765, 

At this happy time our royal firmaun, indif- 
penfably requiring obedience, ds ifibed, that 
whereas, in confideration of the attachments and 
fcrvices of the high and nughiy, the nobleft of 
exalted nobles, the chief of iUuftrious warriors, 
our faithful feevants and (locerc \vcll-\vi(hers, wor- 
thy of our royal favours, the Englilh company, 
we have granted them the Dewannee of the pro- 
vinces ot Bengal, Bahirr and OrifTa, from the 
beginning of the FulTul Rubby of the Bengal year 
2172, as a free gift and ultumgau, without the 
affociation of any other perfon, and with an ex- 
emption from the payment of the cuftoms of the 
Dewannee, which ufed to be paid to the court 5 
*it is requifite that the faid company engage to be 
fecurity for the fum of twenty-fix lacks of rupees 
2 year, for our royal revenue, which fum has been 
A a 2 2 appoint- 
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appointed from the Nabob, Najim al Dowlah Ba- 
hader, and regularly remit the fame to the royal 
Sircar ; and in this cafe, as the faid company ye 
obliged to keep up a large army for the protection 
of the provinces of Bengal, &c. we have granted 
to them whatfoever may remain out of the reve- 
nues of the faid provinces, after remitting the fum 
of twcnty-fijc lacks of rupees to the royal Sircar, 
and providing for the expences of the Nizamut t 
it is requifite that our royal defeendants the Vi- 
zier’s, the beftowers of dignity, the Omrahs, high 
in rank, the great officers, the Mutfeddees of the 
Dewannee, the managers of the bufinefs of the 
Sultanut, the Jagueedars and ’Croories, ' as well 
the future as the prefent, ufing their condant en- 
deavours for the eftablifbmcnc of this our rojal 
command, leave the faid office in poireffon of the 
faid company, from generation to generation* for 
ever and ever, looking,upon them to be infured 
from difmiflion or removal, they muft on no ac- 
count whatfoever give them any interruption, and 
they mud regard them as excufed and exempted 
from the payment of all the cuftoms of the Dewan- 
nee, and royal demands. Knowing our orders on 
the fubject to be moft ftricl and poutive, let them 
not deviate therefrom. ‘ 

Written the 24th of Sophar, of the 6th yt^'^ of 
the Jaloos*. 

Contents of the Eimmun- 
Agreeably to the paper which has received our 
pgn-manual, our royal commands arc ilTued, that 
jn confideration of ifie attachment and fcrviccs pf 

ih? 
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tKc high and nnighiy, tbe noblcft of exalted no- 
bles, ihc chief ot iltuftrious warriors, our faithful 
fesvants and fincere w'dl-wifbers, worthy of our 
royal favours, the Englith company, wc have 
granted them the Dewannee of the provinces of 
Bengal, Bahar, and Orifia, from the beginning of 
the FuituI Rubby of the Bengal year 1172, as a 
free gift and ultumgau, without the aflbeiation of 
any other perfon, and with an exemption from the 
cufloms ofthe Dewanee, which ufed to be paid to , 
the court, on condition of their being fecurity for 
the fum of twenty-fix lacks of rupees a year, for 
our royal revenue j which fum has been appointed 
from the Kabob Najim al Dowlah Bahadcr •, and 
after remitting the royal revenue, and providing 
for the cxpcnces of the Niaamut, whatfoever may 
remain we have granted to thefaid company. 

The Dewannee of the province of Bengal, 

. The Dewannee of the province of Bahar, 

The Dewannee of the province of OrifiTa, 

A true Copy. 

Fort William Alex CampbclL 

30th September 1 765, S. S. C. 


Copy of the Flrmaun from the emperor, Shah 
' AUum,_ confirming to the Englilh ’company the 
provinces of Burdwan, Midnipore, and Chitti- 
gong, and the 24 pergunnahs of Calcutta, &c. 
before ceded to them by the Nabobs, Jafficr 
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■■ ykUy Khawa and CoHim Ally Khann, I?ated 
the lalh Auguft 17O5. 

. Ac this happy time our royal firmaun, indif- 
pcnfably requiring obedience, is iflued, that the 
Chuchlahs of Burdwan, Midnipore, and Chitti- 
gongj &c. and alfo the twenty-four pergunnahs 
of Calcutta, &c. (the acmindary of the high and 
mighty, the noblell of exalted nobles, the chief 
• of illuftrious warriors, our faithful fervants and 
fmccre welUwifiicrs, worthy of our royal favoun, 
the hnglifh company; which were granted to the 
faid company in the time of Meet Mahomed Cof- 
fim and Mcer Mahomed Jafficr Khawn, deceafed. 
Yfe, in confidetatlon of the attachment of the faid 
company, have been gractoudy pleafed to confirm 
to them, from the beginning of the FulTul Rubby 
of the Bengal year i rya, as a free andultumagau, 
without the aflbeution of any other perfon. it is 
requifite that our royal defeendants, the Viziers, 
the beftowers of dignity, the Omrahs, high in 
•rank, the great officers, the Mutfcddecs of the 

Dewannee, the managers of the bufiuefs of the ful- 

-tanut, the Jagueerdars and Croones, as well the 
future as the prefent, qfing.iheir conftant endea- 
vours for the ellabhfhracnt of this our royal corn- 
mand, leave the faid diftrifts and pegunnahs in 
poiTcffionof the,faid company from generation to 
generation, for ever and ever ; looking upon them 
to be infured from difminion or removal, they 
muft on no account wbailbevcr give them any in- 
terruption, and they mull regard them as excufed 
and exempted from the payment of all manner of 
cuftoms and demands. Knowing our orders on this 
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fub]e£t to ba mod ftrlft and pofitivc, let them t\o£ 
deviate therefrom. 

Written the 24th ofSophar, of the 5 th Year of the 
Jaloos*. 

’ Contents of the Zimmun. , 

Agreeably to the paper which has received our 
fign-manual, our rpyal commands arc iflued, that, 
the Chucklahs of Burdwan, Midnipore,'3nd Chicti- 
gong, &c. and alfo the twenty-four pergunnahsof 
Calcutta, &c. fthe zcmindary of the Engltfii com* 
pan)^ which were granted to the faid company in 
the time of Meet Mahomed Coffim, and Meet 
Mahomed Jaffier Khawn» deceafed, be confirmed 
to the faid company, as a free gift and ultumgao, 
without the aflociation of any other perfon. 

ChueWah of Burdwan. 
Chucklah of Midniporc. • 
ChuckUh of Chlttigong. 

The twenty-four pergunpahs of Calcutta, &c. the 
acmindary of the ^nglifh company. 

Fort William, September 30th, 1765. 

ALEX. CAMPBELL. 

’ s. s. c. 


• The I2d} Auguft X76J. 



' r 364 ]■ 

from The Emperor Sfi^ 
Allum, confirming ihe reverfion, in perpcr 
, tuity, of lord Clive’s Jaghccr to the com- 
pany. Dated the 1 2th Augiili: 1765. 

nr 

Whereas a funnud has been prefcnted to usun- 
der the feal of the Nabob, Najini a 1 Dmviah Bar 
liadar, to the following purport, viz. “ The fum 
.. t ”=*958 ficca rupees and odd, agreeably to 
.. funnud, and the funnud of the 

.. Sijah al Muluct HolTamo 

.. t “ u " Mahomed Jaffier Cawn Bahader, 
appointed from the Pergunnahs ofCal- 
« ‘'““'Sauhi, See. in' 

o e ',1,^™!''“°' paradife of the 

<1 ^'7'"^ary of the Englilh company, 

„ “ unconditional jagheet to the high and 

« = ?' Nulfer al Dowiah 

.. p°, »ow likewife the faid 

«■* coofifnied as an unconditional 

„ Pgnecr to the high and mighty aforefaid, from 
Jfie i6th May of the 1764th year of the chrif- 
t. (anfwermg to the 14th of Zelcada of 

fir. * *- 77 th year of thehegira) to the expirafi- 
«* iin” yja/s, they lhall appertain as an 
<. to the high and .mighty 

« and after the expiration of this term; 

“ company as an unconditional 

S'" Pfrpetual gift , and if the high and 
“ S ^‘= '-'“hin the faid 

■■ uponhtla'thT 

^ funnudiias met with our 
approbation, at this happy time, therefore our 
' -■ royal 
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royal firmiua, Indifpsnfably requiring obedience, 
IS iflued , that m conlidcration of the hdelity of 
the ^Englilb company and the High and Mighty 
aforefaid, the fatd jagheer ftand confirra-'d agree- 
ably to the aforefaid lunnud it \s rcqjifice that 
the prefenc and futu- Mutfeddees, the Chowdries, 
Canongoss, MuckauJums, Ryots, and all other 
inhabitants of the Pergunnahs of Calcutta, &:c m 
the Sircar of Sautgaum, &c regard the High and 
Mighty aforefaid during the forcmentioned term, 
and after him the company aforefaid* as uncon- 
ditional Jagheerdars, and regularly pav them the 
revenues of the faid Pergunnahs, 

Written the 24th Sophar, the dth year of Jiloos*. 

Contents of the ^immun. 

Agreeably to the paper which has been receir- 
cd, fign manual, our royarcommands are iducd, 
that whereas the futn of 2Z2,95S ficca rupees and 
odd, has been appointed from the Pergunnahs 
of Calcutta, &c m the Sircar of Cautgaum, &c the 
Zemmdary of the Cughflt company, as an un- 
conditional jagheer to the high and mighty Sub- 
dut al Mulucic NulTer al Dbvvlah Lord Chve Ba- 
Kad r, agreeably to the Dewannee funnud, and 
th* funriud of the Vazim of the province j in con- 
fideration therefore of the attachment of the High 
and Mighty aforefaid we have been gracioully 
plcafcd to confirm to him th* faid Pergunnahs 
lor the fnacc of ten j ears, commencing from the 
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good wiflies of the high, mighty, &c. 6cc. Eng- 
lifh company, have from car <//rc7rf', iJif bafis cf the 
"ivorld, given them,the aforementioned Sircars, by 
Way of iniimor free gift (without the lead partici- 
pation of any perfon v^halever in the fame) from 
the beginning of the Phufliil of Tuccaucool, in 
the year of Phaly uya, equal to the • month of 
April 1762. It is incumbent therefore upon you, 
our Sons, Omrahs, Viziers, Governors, Muefed- 
decs, for the affairs of our dewanfliip, Mooteco- 
phils for thofe of our kingdom, Jagucerdars and 
Croories, both now and hereafter, for ever and 
ever, to ufe your endeavours in the drengthen- 
ing and carrying into execution this our molt high 
command, and to cede and give up to the above- 
mentioned Englifli company, their heirs and dc- 
feendants, for ever and ever, the aforefaid Sir- 
cars, and edeemlng them likcwife free, exempt, and 
fafe from all dlfplacing or removal : by no means • 
whatever, either moled oV trouble them on ac- 
count of the demands of the Dewan’s office, or 
thofe of our imperial court. Looking upon this 
high firmaun as an abfolute and politive order, 
obey it implicitly. Dated the a4lh of the moon 
fophar*^, in the fixth of our reign. 

Forms made ufe of on the back of the Firmaun. 


From the fecrcrary, felting forth, that his ma- 
jsdy had been pleafed to fign a petition, (fuppofed 
to he from the company) of the fame date as the 
firmaun, dire£ling, that whereas Salabat Jung Ba- 


* E'jual to the i2ih Auguft lySj. 
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hadcr, Subahdar of the Deccan, conferred tfe 
fircar of Sicacole, &c. on the French company, 
and that in confequence of it’s not being conhr- 
med by his majehy, either by firmaun or other* 
wife, the high, mighty, &c &p Englifli company 
(having fent a large force for that purpofe) did ex- 
pel the faid French therefrom His majefty there- 
fore, in confideration of the fdelity of the afore- 
faid Englifh company, has given them (without 
the participation of any perlon whatever in the 
fame^ the above-mentioned fircars by way ofjnlam 
or free gift. 

1 hen follow two orders from the Mogul ; the 
firft, fimpofcd ko be in his own hand, addrcjTcd 
to his (on MIrza Mahomed Aebur Shah Bahader, 
telling him to comply with the contents of this 
firmaunj the other dirc^ing iliat the Englifli com- 
^pany be under his Ton’s command 6r in his Rc- 
Jaula. The whole atteOed under Kaay Inauyet 
Khawn s feal to be a true copy from the original. 

Copy of the agreement ivhercfay the right ho- 
nourable Robert lord Clive, on the part of 
the Englilh caft india company, agrees to pay 
the king Shah Alluin, from the revenues of 
licngal, Baharanti Orina,the fum oftwenty- 
• . l^cks, or 325,000 1. per annum, in gra- 

titude for the favours wh'ch his lordfhipand 
the company had received from His Imperial 
Majefty. Dated ipthAuguft 1765. 


•Articles of agreement with his Majefty. 


1 • DowIjIi agree! to pay to 

Im Ma|clly out of the revenues of Bencal, I’a- 

f,sr, 
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har, and Ori^Ta, tlie fumof 26 lacks of rupees a 
year,without any deduction for batta,on bills ofex- 
cjjange,by regular monthly payments amounting to 
Rs. 2 i6,6oo*-io — 9 permonth ; the firft payment 
to commence from the ift of Scpteh'iber of the 
prefent year ; and the Englifh company in confi- 
dcracion of his Majefty’s having been gracioufly 
pleafed to grant the dewannee of Bengal, &c. do 
engage thcmfelves to be fecuriiy'^ for the regular 
payment of the fame, ft lhaltbe paid month by 
month from the failory at Patna, to Rajah Sheta- 
broy, or whomfoever hts Majefty lyiay think pro- 
per to nominate, that it may be forwarded by 
him to the court ; but in cafe the territories of 
the aforefaid Nabob fhould be invaded by any 
foreign enemy, a deduflion is then to be made out 
of'the (lipulated revenue, proportionably to the 
(Jamage that may be fuftained. 

In confideratlon of t^udjuff Khawn’s having 
joined the EngUlh forces, and afted in his majefty’s 
lervice in the late war, his majelly will be graci- 
gufly pleafed to allow him the lum of two Jacks of 
rupees a year, to be paid by equal monthly pay- 
ments ; the firft payment to commence from the 
ift of September of the pfefent year ; and in de- 
fault thereof, the Englifh company, who are gu- 
arantees for the fame, will make good out of the 
revenue alloted to his majefty from the territories 
of Bengal. If the territories of Bengal fhould be 
invaded at any time, and on that account a deduc- 
jfon be made our of the royal revenue, in fuch 

cafe 
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cafo a proportionable deduftion fhall alfo be made 
out ot NudjUif Khavvn’s allowance. 

Dated the 19th of Auguft, 1765 • 

Fort 'William, 30th of September, 1765. 

A true Copy. 

’ 

■ Alexander Campbell, 

b. S. C. 

In July 1765, the Nabob, Najim al Dowlah, 
agreed to accept of 5386,131 rupees, 9 anncj, or 
673,2661. fterling, for the fopport of his govern* 
menc and dignity, bccaulc his .imperial majejly 
Shah Allum had been pleafed to give the rc\cnues 
of his Nabobfhtp to the Enghlh haft India com- 
pany, Miihthe Dewannee ol Bengal, Baher, and 
OrIfl*a, as a free gift for^ever. This agreement 
wasfttorn to, as long as the Engliflr company’s 
faflories continue in Bengal. 

The reader w ill obferve that Shah Allum is ifie 
fame prince, whom colonel Clive, then governor 
and preiulent ofCalcutta, had ftrenutftilly oppoftd, 
and even chaftifed the Rajah’s as rebellious \cfrcls 
/ordering to join liis royal ftindard. The prince, 
whofc firmauns had on many former occafions been 
declared abfolutcly invalid againft whom a formal 
treaty had been entered into between the company 
and the Nabob of Bengal, on the 27th of Septem- 
ber 1760, and uhofe pretenHon even the direfiors 
of the Laft-Iiidia company ihemfelves had acknow- 
ledged to be cixtucly dottbtfuiU . ^ 

In a minute as ccA'cmor Yanfittarc, colonel 

Cail- 
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Caiihud and other gentlemen of the council at 
Bengal, entered on the confultauons under dale 
o^the i2th of January 1761. h is fald, as to 
the Mogul’s firmaun, there was a time v, hen the 
ordersof Delhi had fome weight at Bengal, buc 
that time is no more, it is hard to fay who is lung 
at Delhi or who will be.** 

This unfortunate prince was made fubfcrvlcnt to 
the ambitious views of the company. It is well 
known that he had not the free adminiftration 
cvenof thofc diflrifts, nor the (lipend ultimately 
allotted to him j the company alfumed the ma- 
nagement of his mints 'and the regulations of his 
fervants. 

I'here has not been in reality any real emperor 
of Indoftan for many years paft •» the whole coun- 
try is in a (late of anarchy where there is no lav/, 
but that of the ftrongeft. Mr. Dow, truly fays, 
“ that Indoftan is at prefent torn to pieces by fac- 
tions. All laws divine and human arc trampled 
underfoot s infleadofone tyrant as in the times 
of the empire, the country now groans under thou- 
iands, and the voice of the opprelTcd multitude 
reaches heaven. It would therefore, be promoting 
the caufe of jufticc and humanity to pull thofc 
petty tyrants from the Hbight, to which their viU 
lainies have ratfed them, and to give to fo many 
millions of mankind a government founded upon 
the principles of virtue and juftjcc. 

As to tlic unfortunate ana generous prince, who 
is now called the Mogul, he is dependent for his, 
fubfiilence upon the fervants of “an incorporated 
focicty of EnglKh merchants, who have railed him 
to that exalted, title, for making him an inilru- 
I menc 
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fhent of their rapaclQufne&, and giving a fanciicff 
to their opprefiions. 

The fovereign of that empire, whofe friend- 
fhip and alliance the firft potentates of Europe 
courted formerly, and to whom they fent refpect- 
ful embafUes, humbly befeeching his* proteffion 
for the benefit of their fubjecU trading in his do- 
minions, is now a mere pageant of royalty, and 
funk into fuch contempt as the creature of the 
Eaft India company, that major Morrifon appoint- 
ed ambaffador of Shah Allum to our court, not- 
■ivithftanding the authenticity of his credentials ‘has 
been denied accefs to majfifty in that public cha- 
raftcr, and the company has refufed to pay thirty 
thoufand pounds, aillgned to him for the fupport 
of his dignity, in confcquence of the money due 
to that prince. The major had ferved the com- 
pany with reputation, aftd in his way to England 
through Delhi, the Mogyldcfircd to fee him and 
appointed him general of his forces, with the ad- 
ditional honour of his ambaflador at the court of 
Great Britain. I have not feen a book publilh" 
ed by that gentleman, to prove the advantages of 
an alliance with his mailer, but as he is now at 
the mercy of the company, and his revenues arc 
managed by them, the King of Great Britain can- 
not treat upon an equality with a prince, corn- 
manded by his fubje£ls : nor indeed can his alli- 
ahee as things arc at prefent, be advantageous to 
the nation. 

This prince amidft all his misfortunes, has given 

fcvcral inftances of his gcncrofiiy, particularly to 
the members of the fecrct committee, who made 
him onthe joihof September He pre- 

fented 
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fented general Carnac with two larks of rupees, 
and irf the year 1767, he likewife prefented colo- 
jicJ Richard Smith with two lacks more, as ap- 
pears from the minute of the council of Calcuiia^ 
dated the 14th of September of the fame year.’ 

In confequence of the new arrangements of lord 
Clive, there were fcvcral confultptions about the 
office called dewannee. Mr..Vanfit£art pretended 
that the dewan is the fecond officer of the province, 
whofe bufinefs is tofuperintend the lands and col- 
lections. He was appointed by the court of Dehli, 
and independent in every refpcct of the Nabobs, 
who according to the original conftiturion of the 
empire, has no right to interfere in the manage- 
meat of the revenue. Thus the collections of the re- 
venues of all the provinces fubjecc to the Nabob, 
are to be accounted for with the court of Dehly. 

Mr. Holrtell formerly governor of Bengal tells 
us, that the rents of the Uuds are the property of 
the empertfr, in confequence of which, he has a 
royal dewan in every nabobfhlp, who ought to be 
accountable to the royal treafury for the whole 
amount of the reni'i, as rated upon the king’s 
boolis. ,But as there is always a good underftand- 
ing betw een the Dew an hnd the N abob, they never 
are at a lofs in pretending reafons for the rents 
falling (holt, though the whole is fully and ilriftly 
colledted. What is diverted from the royal trea- 
fury, is divided between the Dewan and the Na- 
bob, of which the latter takes all the lion's 
Ihare. . * 

• The dewannee, which was alTumed by lord 
Clive and his committee, bad been long beftre re- 
peatedly oflered to the company ; but was always 
C c C JC; 
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rcjefted. The court of dirc€lor's wrote to the p- 
nernor and council of Calcutta on this fobie^, and 
approved of their refufat of the dewannee of Btn* 
gal, offered by the king Shah Allum, and expref- 
fed their fatisfaftion of the juft and prudent rea- 
Ions which they had given for declining that offer ; 
it was thought that it would be the fource of con* 
tinual difputes with the Nabob, by occaConing a 
great diminution of his authority*, and a continual 
caufc of jealoufy and contention with the military 
powers, and the European nations who had fettle* 
ments in Bengal, that it might fubjeft the affairs 
of the company to the interference of the Britilh 
iegiOature, of in the end might be attended with 
other confequenccs highly prejudicial to the mtef- 
efts’ of the company. 

The reafons alledged by lord Clive and his ftleiS 
committee for affuming the dewannee contrary to 
the opinion of the diredlors w ere thus ftated m a 
Jetter dated September go, 1765 . 

The perpetual ftruggles of luperiority between 
the Nabobs and your agents, together with the re- 
cent proofs before usot notorious and avowed cor- 
ruption, hare rendered uc unanimouflyof opinion, 
after the moft mature^dehberation, that no othff 
method could be fuggefted of laying the ax to ihe 
root of all thofe evils, than that of obtaining the 
dewannee of Bengal, Bahar and Orlfla for the com* 
pany. By this acqoifition of the dewannee, yoot 
pofTeffions and influence are rendered permanent 
and fecure ; fince no future Nabob* will neither have 
power or riches iufHcient to attempt your ovef- 
throw by means cither of force or corruption. Th® 
experience of years has convinced us, tha.t a divi* 
■ ^ ' ' ,* t fiorj 



I rs 1 

fion of power U impofllble, without generating diP- 
contdric and hazarding the whole All muft belong 
either to the company or to the Nabob , and we 
leav e you to judge which alternative is the moft de** 
firable and the tnoft exjiedient in the ptcfeni cir- 
turaftances ’* 

In another letter dated the goth of September, 
the motives for alTummg the dewannee are farther 
explained m the following words , ** Thodgh the 
revenues belong to the companj, yet were file 
fconipany’sofHcers to be the colleftors, foreign na- 
tions would immediately take umbrage, and com- 
plaints preferred to the BfitUb court might be at- 
tended With very embirrafling confequences , nor 
can It be fuppalcd that cither the French, Dutch 
or Danes would acknowledge the Fnglilh com- 
pany Nabob of Bengal, and pay info the hands of 
their fervants the duties upon trade, or the quf- 
tent of thefe diftriAs v hiph they have for many 
years polTelted by virtue of the royal rirmaun, oe 
grants from former Nabobs '' And agiin, ** la 
conlidcring the fubjeft of the dcwanrivc, and the 
tonfequenebs of your large inetcafe of revenues, I 
have already oblervCiJ, that our acquifitibn will 
give nO umbrage to foreign naiioils, with lefpeft 
to our cecritoctal jurifdiftidn, fo long aS the pre- 
fent appearance of the Nabob’5poWeris prfefcrved ** 
He concluded by telling the directors, ** yob 
are now become the fovcrcigrt^ rich andpjfent 
kingdom , you dre nOw riot only the collectors, 
but the proprietors of the Nnbob’s dominion^ 
Th-* principal rlvouvcs of thu manoeuvre were to 
cRabhfli fuch monopolies of tile trade of ihe coun- 
srv, andeven of the common neceflanes of life, f<3r 
C c,« a the c 
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iTieIr own pru'afc emolument, nnd to the fubrtf* 
fion of the natural rights of mankind, as to this 
3ay remained unparalleled in the hiftory of die 
moll defpotlc government.” 

It IS evident that the grant of this dewannee, 
came from a prince, whofe authority had been pub- 
licly difavowed, ty the receivers of it j and that the 
whole was a contrivance of the noble lord and h.s 
committee, for their private advantage : and that 
by aflummg the fovercignty of the country, they 
endeavoured to blind not only the Indians and other 
foreign factories, but even the Britilli nation. 

. Ever fince the fubverfion of the Mogul empire, 
the nominal fovereigns who have been fet up by 
the different ufurpers at Dehli, have been profui* 
:h tKeir grants, honours and dignities ; a fum of 
tppney dillributcd among the creatures of thefe 
"Mogul-raake’rs obtained the grant or confirmation 
of any funnud or office.*^ It was 'receiving fo much 
clear gain, for a fuppofed gift that was not in thy 
donor’s poflclllon^ . A ftrikmg inftahee of this 
^bde "of hegociaiion related by Mr, Vanfittajf, 
jjvSs of an intriguing dewan or miniffer of the M- 
>3od, named Nundcomar, obtaining his own 'titles 
jihd feals, before hrs inafler Meer Jaffier received 
«any alTurances whatever of the royal appointment 
jio^thc’Nabobfiiip. The grand Mogul’s grants of 
,fort arc of late become flill cheaper ; the 
. black fervants of many' gentlemen in the fen'Jce 6i 
'the Eali-India company having been by "him crea- 
ted rajahs of princes ; and feveral fervants of the 
n .company have returned to Europe with the titles ot 
' ointilis^ ^ 
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The firft formal treaty that our company had 
eiiereci mto\Vith any Nabob of Bengal, was that 
f(?Iemnly ratihed on the 9rh of February 1757, the 
Nabob Serajah al Dotvlah fwearing on the koran* 
and coIonel“Clive pledging the names of God and 
Our Saviour to obferve the fame But incereft 
Vvhlch fuperfedes all oaths and treaties betwixt two 
parties equally inhoenced rapacioufnefs and a 
ibrdtd avarice, has tendered precarious all thefe 
mutual engagements. 

Monfitur Dupleixthe otlentatiou? governor of 
Pondicherry, having firft difeovered the fuperio- 
nty of liuropean dilcipline over the numerous and 
timid legions of Indoftan, by the fnccefsful arms 
of the hrench on ihb coafl: of Coromandel, inven- 
ted the profitable traffic of fetting up and depofing 
Nabobs. It was happyibr the hugUnfcompany, 
tis Mr. Craftoh judicioufly Obferves, that the Na- 
bob Serajah al iJowIah*s*army ma'de *fo little Te- 
fidance m the field of Plaflcy, as according to his 
compulation there as ‘only feventy men Idllcd 
and Wounded, Mcer Jaffier vvas the firll nafim 
‘created in Bengal by thc‘EngUfh,^ Who before their 
repeated fuccelTt’s againft the late "Nabob, the 
1 rcnch and the Dutch migjit have marched to Delhi 
without any , obflrUction. It is worthy of obferva- 
tion, that colontl Chve was made an omiah of the 
I empire by Meer Jafficr, who had been juft before 
placed on the throne of Bengal, by the arts and 
policy of the colonel. As there was then no real 
Lihperor to gratlt a fiimaun, application was made 
DchU for the of A\Vwm GhetT, the prince 
who was nken out of prifon, fet up, and after- 
wards inbrdered by Gait al Dccr Khr'/n, who<e 

* ‘ “I fir. 
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firmauns to bis fon Aly Gohar, at another time tliif 
colonci \vas fo far from admitting, that he threat- 
ened to chaftifc as rebels the adherents of ihjt 
prince. By virtue of this title of Omrah confer- 
red on him by tlie Nabob to his creature, colonel 
Ciivc was foppofed to maintain 6000 horfe, for 
the fupporc of which the faid Nabob made him a 
jagueerdar, or lord of the lands ceded by the trea- 
ty mentioned before to the Englilh companyj up* 
on which the yearly income called j.iguecr, of near 
30,000!. fterling was acquired by the colonel. 

The Dutch of Bengal feeing the ufes which the 
French and Engbih had made of Moguls and Na- 
.bobs in this dlftraded ftate of the country, from 
the fuperionty of European difcipline, formed In 
their turn the defign of trying their fortune in the 
fame w.ay. We have mentioned how their projcdl 
formed by their faftoiy at Chinfura in Bengal, 
.and adopted by the government of Batavia, mif- 
carried towards the end of the year 1759, 
vigilance and adliviiy of the Englifh. ,Ro'olu- 
tions ever fince have been a trade in the peninfola 
of Indus, and a rcfourcc for the exigencies of the 
Englifh company and their ravenous fubftitutes. 

U was according to -the meafurcs of that detsd- 
able policy, that Meer Jaffier was refiored and de- 
pofed. Had the Nabob Meer Coffim been a man ^ 
perfonal courage, and animated his troops by his 
own prefence in the held, it is more than probable 
• that the EngUfh company would have been ruined 
and difgraced, without a finglc foot of ground in 
thofe provinces. The clifciplinc and intrepidity of 
Coflim’.s troops, rendered for fome time the fcCccfs 
of the war fo uncertain, that fcontrary to a|l former 

praii!ce)» 
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praflice), the writers and other young perfons in 
^he civil fervice of the company, were all accout* 
rt^, difcipUned and formed into a military corps ^ 
but the iflue of the battle of Gareea, wherein it 
•was long doubtful which fide svould prevail, did at 
iaft turn the fcale in favour of the Englilh, after 
the campaign had laded above; five months. We 
have feen how Meer Jaffier fled, and was purfued 
from place* to place, till he was at length totally 
driven out of his domirslons, and forced to take re- 
fuge tvith the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah, upon 
which Meet Jaffier ali Khawn was rejnftatcd in his 
government. In all fubfcqueni treaties confider- 
able additional advantages were obtained by the 
■Englilh, and every rct^olution brought by' their 
^ddrefs to a happy ilTue, incrcafed their demands 
ever fince the Nabob of Rertgal U become as much 
, dependent upon Ihe governor and council of Cal- 
cutta,* as they could poflibly widi. Even an officer 
of the company, as ftipuUted for in thefeventh ar- 
ticle of the treaty with Meer Jaffier, was from that 
time ftatloned with him, under the 'denomination 
of Company*s Rcfident, not only as a watch and 
a checlc upon the Nabob's tranfadions, but to en- 
force the execution of aijybufinefs the governor 
and council might think proper to refolve on. 

^ On the death of Meer Jaffier, 'February ■ 5 tK 
?7^5> it'was thought ncceflary by the governor 
and council at Calcutta, to make fuch new ar- 
rangemerrts for the regulation of the court at Mur- 
ihsdsbs'd, xs ft? refrcfer/rfraTif Na6o6f 

ftill more dependent, and confequently the com- 
pany morefccure ; for the execution of this defign, 
four gentlemen of the epuncU at Calcutta were ap- 
‘ ' pointed 
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pointed a deputation, with an mjunf^ion rot to fir 
the Nabob on the mufnud or throne, till he had 
agreed to their reqmfitions The perfon fixed fpr 
this nominal government v as Najim al Do\ Ub, 
Meet Jaffier’s eidefb fon, a youth then abouteighteen 
}ears of age He was denied the libertj of advi- 
iing with thofe minifters of his father, whorjihe 
\ as defirous of r'ontinuing in otSce, b“caufc they 
■v ere fufp“cted of haying embezzled a great part 
of the revenues, and of being fecrct enemies to the 
pompany, on this pretence the chief miniflcr was 
Jeized, by order of the governor and council of 
Calcutta, and font prifoner thither. The Nabob 
?n confequence of thefe violent and arbitrary mcA* 
fures, found lumfelf under a necelTity to approve 
fuch other minifters and collectors as the EnglifJj 
pointed out to him. An interregnum of feveraj 
weeks palled, before the bufinefs was finsHv fet 
lied during \/hich period Najim al Dowlan fav/ 
himfelf actually reduced to the alternative, of ei 
ther acceding to the arrangement propofed by the 
governor and council, or of refigning the Nabob- 
Ihtp Indeed ths nev regulations, with relpect to 
the collection of the revenues, were judicioully 
made out, and well calculated to prevent the em 
Ticzzlemenis which ha 5 been before practifed, to 
the amount of near a million and a half fterhtig 


per annum The more that was faved to the 
bob of the public money, the more remained m 
fact for the company bur, however prop-r fu<Ji 
appointments might be, as they were totally re* 
pugnant to the inclination ofthe\abob, they ftrvs 
to point out his enure dependence He was 
pjived bj the treaty dated February 25th 1765. 

" * his 
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his army, and ihe nomination of all civil and mi- 
htaxy otilcers- of government. 

The company engaged at all times, to keep up 
fuch a force as may be neceflary, efpeclaUy tofup- 
porc and afTill Najum’ al Dowlah in the defence of 
the provinces of Bengal, Baliar and Onila., As 
our troops ill be more to be depended on than any 
the Nabob can have and of lefs expcnce to him, 
he need therefore entertain none but fuch as are 
requifite for the fupport of the civil officers of his 
government and the bufmefs of h'ls colleftrons 
through thedifflrent diiUifts. On the part of the 
Nabob, in conlUeration of the afTiftance the go- 
vernot and council have agreed to afford in fecu- 
ring to him the fuccefllon in the fubahdary, held 
by his father, he agrees to have a pcrlon 
appointed by the company, who has experience to 
adviieand alTifl him, in the ftation of Nail Subah, 
who Iball have immediately under him the chief 
management of all affairs \ that he lhall not difplace 
any ot his officers without the iSnghfh refident’s ap- 
probation, who fliall have the fupreme infpeftlon 
of the collcdlions of the revenues i the governo'r 
and council were at liberty to objcdl and point out 
to the Nabob, when impropJfcrpeople were entruft- 
ed, or his ofiiccrs and Ihbjefts opprefiedv He-en- 
gsged to allow no iluropeans whatcve*-lo be enter- 
tained in his fervice ; nor to permit the Fiencli to 
ercCl fortifications, maintain forces Or hold lands 
in the three provinces, &c. 

* kl’ijy?. -dh ^' 2 fdiu xH inDney 

were obtained the perfonswho condu£led them 
from every nca made Nabob. ’1 hus were imfrcnfe 
fortunes luddcniy acquired. Upon the makirtg of 
D d d. Nartim 
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Kafllm al Dowlah, the gentlemen deputed from 
Calcutta, upon that bufinefs, received confiderabl* 
prefents ; which lord Clive and the feleft comwic* 
tee, who arrived at Calcutta foon after greatly dif- 
apptoved, and fci on foot a very feverc cnqwj 
into the conduft of the deputies on that occallo^ 
In a letter to the proprietors of India ftock, primed 
in 1766, Mr. Johnflone, who was chief of thcdc- 
putation, in vindication of his condudV, thus recri* 
tninates on his lordlhlp. who was the promoter of 
thele enquiries. “ Did the Nabob jaffier Ailv 
Khawn intend to gii'cno more to lieutenant colorel 
Clive than barely the fum of 2 So, oco rupees, as 
bis equal fhare with governor Drake of the pref«m 
of 25 lades to the fecrot committee, and three lacks 
as his proportion of one eighth, as commander 
chief, of the donation of 25 hacks given to the 
army ? the additional prefent he received at the 
fame time, over and .above thofe two other fhares, 
was reckoned at 25 lacks, above 500,000!. ftetl. 
and it is w’dl ItnoVn to be the general and cftablilh- 
cd pradlice among the people of that country w 
make fuch diftinctions.*’ 

Though at the time of lord Clive’s arrival io 
India the country wa^jin perfect tranquillity; every 
enemy of if.e company actually fubdued, and fuch 
agreements as were thought requifuc for the com- 
pany’.s intcreft fettled likewife with the prince 
Shah Allum, and the Rajah Bulwantfing, yet the 
noble lord with his fccret conimiitec, refolved to 
undo all that had been done, and to proceed, ss 
if no treaties had been ratified, or peace had not 
cxiflcd in Bengal, with Shah Allum- Lord Chvc 
In a letter to the proprietors of liad-India Aock 
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had before apologized for receiving the prcfents 
alkvded to, upon his maldng the Nabob JafEcr 
Ally Khavrn in the following words. 

The Nabob, agreeable to the known and ufual 
cuftom of caftern princes, made prefenis both to 
thole of his own court, and to fuch of the Hngliflt 
who, by their rank and ttbilitles,"* had been inltru-. 
mental in the happ)' fuccefs of fo hazardous an cn- 
terprize, 'fuitable to the dignity and the rank of a 
great prince. I v.as one amongft the many who 
benefited by this favour. I never fought to con- 
ceal It, but declared publicly in my lettei's to the 
fcciet contmUtee of the India diredors, that tlje 
Nabob’s gcncrofity had made my fortune eafyi and 
that the company’s welfahe was now my only mo- 
tive for ftjying tn India : whatinjufttce was this to 
the company ? 'J’hcy could expect no more than 
V’hat was llipulited in the treaty ; or what injunc- 
tion was I under to refufe a prefent from him wlio 
had -the power to -make me one, as the regard of 
honourable fcrvices I I know of none.” » 

• The emperor Sh.ah Allum, and the expelled Na- 
. bob Sujah al Dow lah, actually vizier of the empire, 
to whom the objects in view were of the highelt 
• importance, as the former defired to be confirmed 
king of Dehly, artd the latter to be reftored to his 
dominions, readily agreed to every thing that was 
propofed by our plenipotentiaries, and ne\" agree- 
ments w'ere alfo made, by which Najim al Dowlah 
very judicioully laid down his mock dignity, which 
the linglllli alfumed., under the title, of clewxnnec-, 
and he agreed to accept of the annual fum of 
673,266!. iferling, for the fupporc of his houfe- 
. hold. He alfo agreed to give the emperor 325 ,000 1 . 

per 



I 3^1 J 

per annum, for givirg the dc^^annec or rc\cnt« 
of his Nabobfhip to the tnghfli , v ho m confider 
aiion of this grant engaged to become fecunti'S'^cr 
the Nabob Najim al Dowlah regularly paying tbt 
fum to the emp^'ror. 1 he abfurdity of thefe mode 
negotiations is too palpable to need any comment- 
ary 

With refpect to the relation that the Englnh 
Eaft India company bears atprefenr, to thcNab^b 
of Bengal, we cannot explain it in a better mannT 
than lord Clue has already done to the directors, 
upon the very fubject of this Nabob Najim al 
Do\ilah his lordfhtp’s words are thefe, in a letter 
dated Calcutta, 30th of September 1765 

Conlidcfing the exetfles w c have of late yean 
manifefted m our conduct, the princes of Indolfen 
will not readily imagine us-capable of moderation» 
nor can we expect they will ever be attached to « 
Dy any other moat c than fear Mecr Jaflier Cof- 
Sim Aliy, and cten Mahomet Ally the Kabob of 
Arcot, the beft muflulman I ever knew, haveaf 
forded inftances fuT-cicnt of their inchnarioi to 
throw off the linglifh fupcrionty No opportunity 
V ill ever be neglected that feems to favour an at' 
Cempt to extirpate Uf, though the ccnfequenccs 
while wt keep our army complete, muftin the end 
be more laril to fhcmftivcs 1 his impatience un- 
der the fubjeciion as I may' call it to Europeans 
IS natti'al, but fo great is ihe infatuation of 
mtucsof tils country, that they look no fartha 
than the prefert moment, and will put their all to 
the hazard of n fingle battle, hven our young 
i abob \ho is the iflue of a proibime, who has 
Jittlc abilities and Icfs education to fupply 

wsul 
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w-ant of thsrri, mean, weak and ignorant as tin# 
man is, )ic would if icli to himfeJf and a few of 
h?s artful flaitcrurs, purfue tlic \ cry piths of ht^ 
predeccllbrs. It U impoflible thcrtlore to trufl 
J<im with power and be ii(e. If you mean to main- 
tain your prefent pofieflions and advantages, ilie 
command of the army and the receipt of the reve- 
nues mull be kept in jour ms n hands; every wifh 
he may exprefs to obtain either, be alTufcd, is an 
indication of hi* dtlitc to redurt you to your ori- 
ginal Hate of dependency, to w hich you can never 
now retdrn i%itliout ccafmg to cxi(l.*‘ 

The young Nabob Najim al Dowlah, by the a- 
gTcemtnl made between him and the company in 
July 1765, "-as to have a fettled income, out of 
the revenues of the Bengal provinces, of confide- 
rably more than fifty three lack of ficca rupees per 
annum. Within two or three months aftcritards, 
in confcqucr.ee of thenevvfjdcm of oeconomy, 
introduced by lord Clive and Mr. Sykes, it was 
reduced to lets than forty-two lacks ; a moftgla- 
ring injuflicc : but he died fudJcnly on the eighth 
of May 1766, within fifteen monibs after his exal- 
tation to the mafnud. *' 

The allowance to his brpthci and fuccelTor Mcer 
Hancj ah or Seyf al Dowlah, a youth of about fif- 
teen years old, was reduced to ihiriy-fix lacks, 
which however he did not long enjoy, having Of) 
the loth of Maich 1770, made alfo his exit fud- 
dcnly. His youngell brother Mobarick ai Dow- 
lah, a youth of about thirteen years of age, was 
rftc next vVVibab, f^is aftbwance upon ins acccl- 
hon to Ills nominal government, was fettled by the 
company’s forces in Bengal, at thirty two lacks a 

year; 
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jear, but It was reduced m the fame j car 1770, 
to fixteen jacks bv the court of directors, whe 
had the fame time reduced alfo the income of th* 
minifter Mahomed Uaza Khawn from nine to Cx. 
lacks per annum The prefenc Nabob of B gil 
Mobareck al Dowlah, whena child, wasturnilhcd 
^ith a feraglio, m order it is fuppofed to accclc 
late the w caknefs and infirmities of old age, by 
the premature enjoyment of venexy It is proba 
ble that he will die fuddenly like his two brothers 
He IS th“ only remaining fon of Meer JafRcr, and 
confidcring the ktc fatality among the Nabobs, it 
IS reafonable to imagine, the race of them in Ben 
gal IS very nearly at an end, as the prefent young 

} 3rince is likely to die without jfiue Perhaps at 
us death the company, for fear of ai/aking the 
fears and the jealouhes of the eafiern princes, and 
of the Luropeans fettled *.0 Indolhn, will fetupat 
his death anoth-r pageant of fovercignity, or throw 
off the roa/k of all tort of moderation and equity, 
in declaring themfeU es without firmaun or fanetton 

of the Mogul, Nabob of the provinces of Bengal, 

Bahar and Orifia , but it is to be hoped gov-rn 
inent w ill get the flare o| them, and take pofilflion 
of thefc valuable dominions 

The day after major Knox left the army , captan 
Jennings ibified the encampment from Sant, wh ch 
began to hive a clifagrccable fmell to the tanks 
of a Small Nullah, about four caf» from the 
nafia 

January 24, 17^4, 1 fmall detachment of 
vered } uropcans and fcapoys, with fome cadets 
under the command of captain Scotland, joined 
the army and on the a6ih, captain Metcif’* 

with 
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with a deiacViment from Bun^cwan, confiding of 
about 220 European infantr}*, a battalion of fca- 
jJjys> a European troop of horfe, {of about 50 
mtn) a troop of black cavalry (about one liundrc(t) 
and two fix pounders. The Infantry were formed 
into three companies, under the command of cap- 
tains Hampton, Wilding, and Scotland- 

On the 30th of January, when the men were un- 
der arms, they reflifcd to obey the word of com- 
mand j on their being defired to w heel to the righr, 
not one of them moved* the commanding officer 
went up to them and dtfired to know the meaning 
of this difobedicncc. 'Ehey acquainted him, tliic 
they wanted their donation-money ; that they 
were told before they marched, thatas foon as they • 
fliould luve driven the enemy out of the country 
and come to the binlcs of the Caramnafla, they 
fhould Immediately receive a‘ dividend of their 
donation. That the enemy had been driven ouc 
of the country, and that it v/as fomc time fine® 
they had arrived at the Caramnaffa, and yet they 
had not received any part of it. Captain Jennings 
told them^that they (hould write to the governor 
concerning it chat the money expected was on the 
road, and as foon as it fhevdd arrive they fliould re- 
ceive their dividend. He then ordered them to the 
nghtabout,difmi(red them, and they went ofl'feeni- 
ingly very well fattsfied. . 

In confequenre of this difobcdience captain Jen- 
nings iflued out the following order. 

** It is with the utmofb concern that the com- 
** manding oiricec fees any difcontent arifinc; a- 
“ mongft the troops he has the honour to com- 
“ m'and, Jic fliall always efleem ic a happineA In 
, " “ jiint- 
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Jiimfclf, to fee them righted in every refpect, aj 
far 3^ he can with julticc rdlow, or they wi;h 
|)ruc(cncc demand : -as they have hitherto ihcvvd 
thcmfclvcs brave and good loldicri, he hopes 
“ they will not now be guilty of any rafh action, 
“ that may any way fully their former good btha* 
** viour. In refpect of the prise money, fieghrs 
” his word and honour, the payment fhall be made 
** as foon as it arrives, and m cafe any other cora- 
plaints happen, if they arc made In a proper 
** manner as becomclh a foldier, ho v-jH cndca* 

' ** vour to give them all the fatlsfaction that lies in 
“ his power/’ 

The commanding ofliccrobferving the mutinous 
difpofition of the troops, thought It moft advife- 
able to divide them. As the grenadier’s company 
appeared the moft active and the moft refractory* 
he detached them on th^ 3d of February, vith a 
battalion of fcapoys, a troop of black cavalry and 
two fix pounders, under the command of captain 
^tibbert, to the Caramnafla. But this had not its. 
dcfircd’cffccc, for on the 1 ith a little paft nine in 
the forenoon, the oiHcersnverc alarmed by the beat-j 
ing of the aficmbly ; the officers ran in great bafte to 
the par?de, Mhere they found the European bat- 
talion already draw n up with ordered arms : one of 
the ibldiers of the name of Straw appeared a little 
in their front, with his firelock relied over his arm 
like an officer of grenadiers : on the officers coming 
■upon the parade he defired the whole to ha\e a 
care; reft your firelocks, flioulder : which the 
European battalion obeyed. Captain Jennings ih® 
commanding officer, . immediately went up in 

Straw, 
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^traw, afl^ed bini by* what authority lie took ujjon 
iiitri to command them ? whO anRered by tha’ au- 
thority of his compantonsi and pointed to th6.bat- 
tUlon.' On thU'eaptain jcnalnga laid hold of him 
ty the breaft arid was going to carry him'to chd ■ 
quarter-guard, when ’ the battalion obferving ic," 
marched forward' in. a body with charged arms.’ 
Upon this, captain Jennings quitted ' his hold of 
Straw, and alked the battalion their reafon for fucH 
ii behaviour. They .replied’ that they fbrhe time 
ago had applied for their prize-money,* but had no 
hopes of getting it- they were. therefore dererriiined 
to go tb Patna, arid if, it. was not paid to theni 
there, they 'were refolvWbn going down to'CaU"^ 
cutta and make the- governor and council pay 
them i but .that they prevIouOy wo’uld go to the’ 
caramnidTa arid take the grenadiers corhpariy'dowh 
.'ivitK them', ' Captain JenniAgs to ^uiet thcrii, told 
.them that, he would immediately coiled What mo- 
ney he could among the officers, arid ffiblild in the 
mean' time fend .10 thcNab*ob,'and'that a part, of 
'their donation flioUld bd irhmediately paid : but 
they paid rio regard to what iie. faid, and their 
ma^or Straw brdeied them to face tq’the right, and 
they immediately marched off to the ,caramnafla. 
Upon this captain Jcnnlhgs fecofflihended it to the 
^6mccrs, hon-cotrirnlffionedas well as comnilffioriedi 
, to follow the’ battalion,, and endeavour to prevail 
‘on them to return to their duty*, ‘and ' he hiinfelf 
'took a 'fiiort'cut’ to the detachment at the! cstram- 
,haffa under^ the cotnraa-Qd of captain. Stlbhect. 
There were none of the nori-comrfiiffioricd officers, 
i v/howovdd venture to follow the batrallon, and 'fo 
Vgrsat ‘were the apOrthenfions of the officers in 
E c c regard 
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Kgar^ to the Intention of the foldiers, that on!/ 
captain Martin, enfign Davie and Mr. Allaft^a 
cadet, who had been a -ferjcant in the 84th regi- 
ment, and was then adjutant to the European regi- 
ment, had the courage to proceed. Before the mca 
got half way to the caramnafla, a French roan of 
Mr. Martin’s own company took him on one fide, 
and lold him m French that they were going to 
defert to Sujah al Dowlah, therefore defired him to 
put himfelf at their head, and that he fhould be 
their general. To this the captain, a man of ho- 
nour, conduft and refolution, gave an cquitdcal 
anfwcr, and by degrees dropt In the rear, when he 
put fpurs to his horfc and rode back to the camp- 
■ ,When he got there he found that captain Jennings 
Md gone by another road to the caramnafla : enfign 
Davie and Mr. Allan, two fpirited and tnifly of- 
ficers remained with ilje men, uflng all the argu- 
'ments they were matters of to pret"*!!! on them w 
return back, .but to nopurpofe. When they came 
within fight of the detachment at the caramna®* 
'thefc two gentlemen flopped the battalion, and 
.reprefented to them, that undoubtedly the detach- 
ment in fight, which confiltcd of o battalions of 
fcapoys, the grenadiers company and two fir poun- 
ders would be drawn out againft thero,^.'*This fora 
while ftaggered them, but the word being given to 
march, enfign Davie left them and ran to the de- 
tachment, where he found captain Jennings and 
. fevcral of the officers. Captain Jennings afkcd en- 
fign Davie what he thought the intention of the 
.. people w ere ; he gave It as his opinion that the ineo 
^ intended to defert t oh n6, replied the captain, 
(■vihac! Englilhmcn defert t a dram and a b.fcuit 
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wiU fend them all back again. F-nfign Davie f»\{l, 
that if they were all lirtgliflimcn he Ihould think fo 
too, but the two-thirds of them sverc foreigners. 

Captain Jennings apprehcnfis'c of the mutinoiis 
difporitionof thegrcnidicrs rompany had fent theih 
olT to camp, by another road before the batutliori 
appeared. When the battalion came near the de- 
tachment they halted in a hollow for fome little 
lime, which I tmacinc was to confuk how they 
were to aft in cafe the Teapoys and guns weredravrn 
out againft them. When they faw no dirpofition 
made to oppofe them, they marched on again, 
and when they cjme up to the detachment, cap- 
tain Jennings ordering them to liali, icmonllrated 
againfl. their ill b:har*iour, dcHred them to'rctorij 
to their duty, and alTuxcd them all Ihould be for- 
‘given I that thofe who were for a dram and a bif- 
euit and were willing to march back with him 
Ihould hold up their hands ; upon which there was 
1 very great Ihcw of hands; but the French who 
srcrc inclined Tecrclly to defert, were afraid that 
the lead delay V, ould Trulrate all ihcvr fehemts, 
they called face to (he right, and away they march- 
ed. Though not a fmglc fcapoy from the army 
went oft* with the Europeans, yet thofe of the de- 
tachment/as if the Europeans had the power of 
*auraftioi\/‘flcw to ilicir mufkcis, and about (is huri- 
dred of them got under arms, \Vhac prompted 
them to this menacing intimation they did not 
know ., for the Europeans had never Tpoke a word 
W them. The Europeans immediately crofted the 
caramnafta, and the Teapoys accompanied them s 
tiicy were foiiowed by capums Sfibbert and Mor- 
^ ' ' 'E. C c 2* gaftf 
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gan. Lieutenant Eyres and enfign David Snbbert 
(endeavoured to get back the le.apoys ; Morgan 
and Davie, the Europeans, and Ijeutepant Eyres 
the cayalry. They prevajjed on numbers to re- 
ctum ; all the Englilh came back excepted three, 
of^e of which returned the following day. Abouf 
three hundered of the feapoys Returned aJib to their 
jduty. 

The officers remained wiiji them till they found 
their fituation very difagreeablc, and thought it 
prudent to return to the camp. Lieutenant l-'yre? 
^•vvifhing fo get back fomc of the cavalry, he being 
an officer of horfe, went farther than the reft. 'At 
jiafl: he was told by the men, that if he went ftr- 
^iher they would carry him off with them, upon 
which he thought jt o)oft advifcable to leave them 
.to themfelves, and returned to the camp. » 

; It is necelTary to obfejrve, that one La Marr who 
.had been a ferjeant m the 84th regiment, and at 
.this time a ferjeant in the company’s fervtce, had 
been difappointed in his views ; he had fancied to 
himfelf, that he was to have been ope of the three 
Icr four brave ftjjeants of the g4th regiment^ 
,whom major Adams recommended to the gu^’etnqp 
and council to be apppinted cadets in the compa- 
'py’s feryice, and to take their rife. He, declared 
that major Adams had made him a protmfe* to get 
jhim appointed a cadet m the compdny'’s‘ fcrvice. 
-The dililppoinrment he had met with made him 
|]ay z plot to rum that feyvice. In which he had no 
hopes of preferment. His father it Teems va? a 
^P’rench refugee, and he himfelf wa"s mafter of the 
.French language*, this favoured his feheme, as he 
jrould with’ eafe exprefs himfelf to the foreigners. 
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The inare of each ferjeant is eighty rupees t 
torporals and bombardiers of artjllcry the fame ; 
corporals of the battalion and gunners of artillery 
li^ty rupees, private foldters, matirofTes and drum- 
mers, forty rupees j havUdars, twelve rupees j 
iiaicsbine rupees, and foapoys fix rupees.’* 

Ko T^oner were the fcapoys made acquaint- 
ed with^thc dittribution of the donation, than 
2 fpirit of difeontent arofo amongft them, they 
thought thcmfelves ill ofed, and that they had 
not got a proper lhare. To get themlelves rc- 
drefied, they followed the recent example of the 
Europeans. Accordingly the next day the 13th, 
2boUt nine o’clock in the morning they took to 
their arms. Captain .Jennings the corbmanding 
officer not knowing the intention of the fcapoys, 
or how far they might proceed, Immediately or-' 
dered the European battalHon under sums, with 
iwd fix pounders, and drew them up acrofs the 
parade, with an Intenteon not only to prevent them 
mixing with the Europeans, but alfo their feizing 
on the Artillery Park. Soon after this difpofition. 
Captain M’Lean’s battafiion that was ftationed to 
to the left, came rufliing down upon them in a 
confufed rrianner. At‘ 5 rft Captain Jcnnlpg^ gave 
orders to 'pppoff the fcapoy battallion , ,but ob- 
ferving *by this manner ot their proceedipg they 
meant no harm, ordered 'the Europeans to open 
2nd let'die fcapoys pafs thro* the ranks if they 
would go quietly •, ho was providentially time 
.enough to w’hlp the match out of the artillery 
officer’s hand, juft when he was putting it;to a 
■chp loaded with grape Ihot. The* fcapoys as 
Captain Jsnnings fqrefaw, pa/led through the ranks 
‘ • without 
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v/iihout oftsring the leafV infult, and when they 
Had joined Capialn Smith’s baitnUion Rationed oa 
iHc right; they matched over thcNullahj on the' 
banhs of which \te were encamped, and proceeded 
towards the Caramnafla. One of the batcallion^ 
did not mutiny. However, Captain Jennings till 
he faw the ilTue of this affair, drew out 'the Eu-* 
ropean battalion, and all the artillery of the park 
in front of the magazine. In the mean time, the 
European officers and all the principal black offi- 
cers of thefe two battalions went after them, and 
before they got half a mile beyond the Nullah they 
yerfuaded them to return to tlreir duty without thtf 
uefertion of one man. The Europeans behaved 
Vuh great fubmilTion in this uanfaflion, andfeem- 
'ed to be truly Icnfible of their mifeonduft on the 
.1 ith, and were willing to repair h. Captain Jen- 
nings in the the cm cal fiiuation he found himfclf 
by the difpofitlon of the iVoops, thought it advifa- 
ble to retire from the confines of Sujah Dovdah’s 
TcDUntry, whofe intenuons towards us at this time 
began to be fufpe£lcd. For this purpofe he recal- 
•Icd the detachment at the caramnaflir under tbe 
command of captain Stibbcit, and on the i6ih 
the army marched from Sant, and on the x^rii en- 
camped at Saflcram. I'he fccond of March 
capiam Smith with his battalion of feapoys and 
.one fix pounder, was ordered to march to cake Ro- 
raf^ur •, however, this baitafion was recalled by' 
major Camac before they got to the place. The 
fth, the army nurched to the banks of the Lome, 
srherc major Camac found them. 

N. B. Straw who ailed as mzjor to the Euro- 
peans when ihev fitll went from camp, dU all In 

fiis 
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hls power to bring his companions bacic to.thel^ 
duty, when he found that the foreigners intended 
to delert. Captain Jennings, though a ftranger 
in the company’s ferrice, was an excellent officer ; 
his prudence and refolution in the judicious mca- 
fures, he took to quell the mutinous I'pirit of his ar- 
my, proved that he was in every relpeft qualified 
t> command. His /kill and judgment were not 
confined to his department, he was equally conver- 
iant with the other branches of the military pro- 
feflion. Lenity and . circumfpeftion were more 
cakulaicd to fupprefs infurrcdlions than rigour and 
temerity. 

Serajah al Dowlah Nabob of Oude, a prince fa-, 
sacious, humane and beneficent, affefted by the 
oifafters of the vanquilhed and fugitive. CoHim 
All Cawn, had granted hin\ an alylum tn his do- 
minions This conduft perhaps more agreeable 
to feniiments of gcnerofity, than to the dliftatcs of 
■found policy, was reprefented by the company as 
an infradlion of the tics of fricndfliip, and alliance 
fubfifting between them and the Indian prince, 
whofe territories they prepared to invade with an 
armed force. But ^ the laurels acquired in the 
glorious campaign of major Adams, faded on 
the brow of Ins timid and irrcfolute fucceflbr. One 
fhould be apt to imagine, by the injudicious choice 
of the commander appointed to punifh Sujah at 
Dowlah for his breach of neutrality, that the com- 

n ’ was afraid the Nabob fhould learn to conquer 
is defeat, as the pitiful marches and cou'ntef- 
marches, the feint advances, and ignominious re- 
treats of the Englifh general, far from giving the 

cnt«; 
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battalion of fcapoys to march to the head quarters, 
to remain there as a guard^ to th.: commander in 
chief, in cafe of any furprize from tho cnem} du- 
ring his innocent rerreaiion The troops difi art- 
ened, for being deprived of the prefence and pro- 
tection of their general, could not conceive the. 
motives of his inaction ; though they had been 
told by him that the enemy was marching againfl: 
them ; yet they faw no dilpofiticn made to oppofe 
them ; no villages of ealy defence vias fccured to 
retard thcif progress, no magazines eftabliflied, no 
meafurcs taken eulicr for the fubfidance of the ar- 
my, ortoact e\en defenfiveiy Who ever hai the 
lead tincture of the art of war, tnuft know, that 
the firft care of a /kdfol and ju iicious commander 
is to have his army well lupphed with. 11 kinds of 
proi’ifions requifitc for their wcllare and mainte- 
nance, andtodiftrcfs the enemy, in mak ng their 
fituatioD uncomfortable for want of thefevery ne- 
ceflaries. 

On the 1 2 th of March the following general or- 
ders were dchs er^d out 

“ T hearmy IS ordered to marchby the lefr, the 
guns in front and rear of the Europeans, the 
“ tronc divifion of fcapoys Is to furniOi guards to 
“ prevent the baggage Aom ^oing ia front or on 
“ the tlanks, the quarter-guard with its own fea- 
“ poys IS to bring up the rear of the artny and to 
“ be very careful in keeping all De Doolies toge- 
ther. A furgeon and one afiiftant ii to attend 
** them, and f.e that no man IS admitted but what 
dands m need of them ; the officer of the rear 
“ guard is to make his report of the number of 
‘ ** men he brines to the new eround.” m 
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As this order of March is the only one that waj 
given out til! the 2:}d of April, on the retreat of 
the army to Fatnn, the day before they made a 
forced march to Meer Abfcls gardens, v.e thought 
proper ti) mfcrrii, with the view of fheving the re- 
gulation of the army in this immoveable cam- 
paign 

1 he arm'y conjeiSturcd from this difpofition, that 
they were in <.arnell going to the enemy ; hut be- 
fqre the day’s march was finilhcd, they were un- 
deceiverl, tor they found that from the ground 
•they hacfleft, to the place they were going to en- 
camp, ir made an angle of about 90 drgrcisfrom 
a dircfl line to the eremy. As no officers had pe- 
netration enough to goefs at the impenetrable de- 
figr.sof thegencral, they "ere obliged to fubmic 
implicitl) to his Tuperior judgment. 

On the 17th, the army arrived at Bpxar j it was 
imagined the major intentltd to make a (land here, 
*and endeavour to entice the enemy to attack him 
in Ins ftfong hold •, but he feemed fo undetermined, 
that the army after fo many proofs of incorfiOcncy 
and irrefolution, b.gan to fo^in an opinion of the 
'general’s prudence and condufl, not fo favoura- 
ble as the Roman arilty did of Fabius in his 
judicious and fuccefsful procraftination* The 
'ver/ fame da) the army was ordered to march, and 
, countermanded, l.hs'zzd, the fame orders were 
idued, and Immediately repealed. The major had 
given over'all thoughts of repnaining at Buxar, 
an I his inten'ion was to march to Patna 5 but hav- 
ing received an order from the board at Calcutta, 
to advance towards the enemy, and to oppofe their 
holble invafion into' the provinces, he was obliged 
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tnemy the leafl: notions of the 6rn: rudiments of the 
arc of uar, e\hibited the moft defpicable (hifcs and 
blunders, that panic terror and inexperience could 
difpla/ 1 am really dtraid the reader ill fulpcft 
Iny veraciiv, and tax me with an illiberal malevo- 
lence, in delineating the outlines of thiS fhameful 
tampaigti 

The army hy encamped atHarreiftg Whether 
major Carnac w is confcious that his abilities m ere 
not adeejuate to tlie command he was to aflume, or 
that he preferred the eafy and voluptuous life of« 
Calcutta to the toils and fatigues of" the field, we 
tannot determine It feems he was <^ery dilatory 
in fopvardmg the military operations 1 e v as ap- 
pointed to diced 

On the 6th of March 1764, m-jors Carnao and 
Champion joined the army which lay encamped 
at Harreing, under the command of captain Jen- 
nings of the artillery Ma^or Carflac hiving took 
the command, harangucd'’th“ foldicrs, and expa- 
tiated on their late ill behaviour , he told them they 
would foon have an opportunity to regain the con- 
fidence and affefllon of their commanders, and 
doubted not but they would wipt off the (lam of 
their dilobedience, as the enemy w as coming down 
upon them * 

,The army was then m good fpints, and thcTu- 
ropean foldicrs vtiflied for an occafion to wreck 
their \engeincc on the foreigners, the deferter^ 
who had led them into difgtice the night before. 
The major’s fpeech, enforced by the efficacy of a 
dram and bifcuic, added fuel and impatience to the 
fire of the Luropcars, who now thought themfehes 
certain of hating the fat sfa^ion to meet foon in 
F f f the ' 



t 393 1 

the field, thofc they feemtd fo eigeV 'to engage.' 
Their ardour was Toon rtprefied by orders diame- 
trically oppolltc to the delufive tpecch that had 
ferved to inilamc it. The liuropian art of war, 
and the Knglilh difcipline which had been fo often 
an overmatch againJt the numerous armies of the 
proud and cfteniinatc Aliatics, became in this cam- 
paign the fubjed of their contempt and dcrifion* 
The cautious commander, indead of keeping up 
the fpints of his little army, and availing himfelf 
tlicir revived courage and tnjulation, let it fink 
gradually into fiipinciicfs and inadion. IJcdid 
not even order. liis tent to be pitched with them : 
and after" a long time fpent in fufpence and uncer- 
tainty, the general, careful of the folciicrs preferva- 
tion, firft ordered an cxtr.iordimry dram to the Eu- 
ropeans, for the trouble they were put to in turn- 
ing out for him, and then iflued out the following 
order; ' • 

*' All reports to be made to major Champion, 
“ who, when there is any thing extraordinary, will 
‘‘ make his report to the commander in chief." 

After this mofl extraordinary order had been de- 
livered out to the army, the general’s apathy did 
not efcape the fhafes of penfure and obliquy, he 
was fcvercly animadverted upon for amufing htm- 
felf with fomc trufty officers in playing at cards, 
and being fond of gaming, "i'o avoid all difagree- 
ablc noife and interruption from the vicinity vi a 
camp, (he major repafied the river foon, having 
the lame right as Cefar to fay. ven'u ricii, as for 
vixi, c’eji un autre aJFaire’ I le fixed his head quar- 
ters at Dowdnegar, fcveral miles diftant from the 
camy ; the next day ho ordered captain '■telle ""s 
^ battalion 
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ly in the opinion of tlic abfolurc ncccfilty of march-* 
bg direcily towards Palm, if the. army could not 
b* fupplled with provifions by any other method. 
1 he otficers could not dilfemble their indignation, 
when they faw th.ir general detaching liimfelf 
Irom the army, always marching in front when 
he ordered a retreat, and pitching his tent at fuch 
a diftance from the the camp, that he feemed 
averle to any connection with his men. Inftcad of 
endeavouring to make them forge this deUys and 
omiflions, by an uncommon activity, he immured 
himfclf with major Champion the fecond in com- 
mand, captain Sm inton his aid dc camp,' and Mf. 
Pearfon his fecretary, and all thefe gentlemen, 
who were more fond of gaming than a (edulous ap- 
plication to military art and difcjpline, played at 
cards almoft mcelTantly, and admitted none to their 
felect parties fautcapi. Stables occalionally, in whom 
they thought they could repofe a iruft. Experience 
fuflicientlv taught the military commanders in In- 
dia, that the difciplinc and fubordination of a 
handful of European** and fcapoys, more than their 
courage, have made them feared and refpcctcd by 
the numerous legions of Indoftan and their com- 
manders 1 the w hole depends of the good difpo- 
fition that a ikilful general makes of his men ; if 
once thefe grand objects are neglected, 'the com- 
pany will foon foefe us fovercignty and indepen- 
dency ; and thefe extcnfivc and valuable r.cquifi- 
'tions obtained' by army and policy, niiaht be 
v.'reftcd from the'u hanris, in one fucctfsful cam- 
paign of the enemy. The natives may one dsv or 
otiitr roufe from their indolence and apathy, and 
alhamcdof their llupidity Earn from their mailers 
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In tiie nrt of 'war, to conquer them in their turn; 
a complete victory may give them fuch a lupcHd. 
riiy, and mfpire them with fuch courage, as •to 
baffle allfubfequenc efforts to reduce them. Thus 
the mifcanduct of 3 . commandet may turn and cUf- 
^rabe for ever the Engliffi company ; and fince’ 
they have added dominion to commerce, nothing 
cao prevent the fatal effects of tlie jealolify of the 
natiohSi but a flanding army commanded by 
officers whofe fliill and courage have been try’d in 
Jadoftati. 

The army marched on the 4th of April with this 
Regulation. 

“ The line and order of march U to be in all 
** rcfpects the fame as tifual." W»th this order 
they advanced towards Patna. On the i gth the 
army encamped at Dynapoor, and the next day 
the left wing was moved 10 make room for .a de- 
tachment from Bombay. When major Carnac 
Retreated from Buxaf, he fent Mr. Nicol with a 
fmaU pirty to Dowdnegar, to fathom the Soan. 
The n'l^jor crolTed the river with his army at Mo- 
nach-Gcnt, and having received inieUlgence that 
the enemy’s advanced guard was arrived at Dowd- 
negar, Mr. Nicol for two days was given over as 
fcut off; this brave officer having performed fuch 
an hazardous talk, to the fathfaction of the gene- 
ral, appeared in the camp to the joy of his friends 
and acquaintances. 

• On the 19th, captain Morgan wis ordered to 
Patna to recruit feapoys with all expedition. 

The major, fronv^Buxar to • Dlfnapoor always 
inarched in front, and according to curtom pitch- 

id 
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to countermand the lart order of the march. The 
major could never have a (iner opportunity, thaq 
at thlsjundluic, to raUe his mtUcaty charatf\er He 
lud been ac this very time informed, that the 
bridge of the boats, which Sujah al Dowlah had 
made oppoficc to Ilincrcswas broke dawn, fb that 
his aimy Nvas parted by the river for fevcral days. 
Had the commanding oHicer immcdiattly obeyed 
the orders of the board, fortune hjid done every 
thing iie could wifli to lead him to victory : but 
intlcad of gathering laurels thrown on his way, he 
made a mod atlonithing retreat. 

Agreeable to the tnllrutflions he had received 
from the council, the major ortiercd on the a^d 
an artillery olhccr to be lent immediately to the 
mouth of the cinmnalTa, toconftrui 5 t a bridge over 
it. It was alfo ordered that “ the arms, accoutre* 
** ments and ammunition -of the line Ihould be te- 
viewed, and each man ioha\c 24 rounds of-am- 
munition, and a goodfpire'fiint 
The 24th'* It was recommended to iheonicers 
f‘ to fend off all their fuperfluous baggage to 
“ Patna, alfo the foldicrs/' 
by this time the army was informed of the or- 
ders that the major had reepived from the board. 

This gave them hopes that he would now aft 
with vigour, as they found that Ills hands far from 
being tied up, had a full fcopc for a difcretlonary 
exertion. Indeed, the orders which the major had 
given out forcondrufllng a bridge over the caram- 
nafla, indicated a defign togom fearch of the e* 
nemy ; fnu tftcy hesvrwcre carrictf into execution, 
and divers other methods were afterwards propo- 
fed to defend the fore at Buxar, A village was le- 
velled • 
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veiled wiih the view of throwing up lines, and the 
major having ordered a Hne to be drawn from 
Buxar fort to a Nulla, clofe to the encampment, 
I\.lr. Nicol was dchgned to manage the diftance ; 
on his reprelcntatiufi fiipportecl by the major of ar- 
tillery, of the too great extent between the fort and 
the rivulet, the Itheme was dropped. Thus the 
general fiudluating betwixt the fear of’difobeying 
his orders and the uncertainty of the meafiires he 
was to purlue, flultcd with expedients that betrayed 
a fhallow irrefolute mind, and made him incur the 
contempt of thefe he (hould have encouraged by 
his example and activity. No diCpofition of battle 
was even thought of ; every officer who command- 
ed a battalion of feapoys, and the major comman- 
dant of the line were left to act at their dlfcrctions 
as fo many independent generals Provifions be- 
came fcarce, though the army had not entered the 
enemy’s country. The, fort of Buxar, which two 
companies of feapoys might have defended againil 
the army of Sujah al Dowlah, had been pointed 
out as a proper place for granariis, but thefe inti- 
mations liad been dtfrcgardcd. Two days after 
the army arrived at Duxar, it was reinforced by a 
detachment from Patna, commanded by fix officers 
from the fick quarters ; this additional torce fliould 
have engaged the general to htgin liis operation.s 
with fpirit and vigour, but he ftill procraftinated 
■under a pretence of holding a council with his 
captains, previoufly to any determination. On the 
3d of April, he laid before them the orders lie had 
received from the board, to march and attack the 
enemy, and acquainted them at the fame time with 
the diflrtfs of the army. They agreed unanimouf- 
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cJ hts tent at Tome diflance from the armyi Sujah al 
Dawlah having been informed of thefc particulars, 
attributed to fear this precaution. He communis 
cated his thoughts to his courtiers and general^ ; 
the former keeped him in that opinion, and the . 
latter took care to fpread in the army a report fo 
unfavourable to the military charafter of the Eng- 
lilli commander. The major’s fecretary having 
brought him intelligence of this, he fummftned all 
his courage and rcfblution on the iSth, andadr 
vanced as if he was at laft in carnefl: to meet the 
Vizier Nabob. He marched in front as ufual; 

** faying, he would now Ihew the enemy he was 
not.afraid but his fupinenefs did_,not anfwer |his 
declaration. . 

The a I ft, the army encamped at Sedabad, and 
for the firft time an advanced picquet was ordered. 

It was evident, that the major's defign was to reach 
Dowdnagar before the enemy, and to oppofc their 
crofTjnp; the Sgan j this llrould have been thought of 
wjjen lie took the command of the army, which 
then lay encamped oppofitc to Dowdnagar. Having 
found it was too late to execute this defign, the or- 
der for marching the next day was countermanded. 
The 22d, a battalion of fcapoys ^nd two of their 
guns were pofted in the rear of the army, which be*- 
gan again to be diftrcfildTor want of provifions. 
Captain William Smith with his battalion of fea- 
poys,' and a gun from the park, exclufivc of his 
own, was ordered to march to Maharage Gengc, 
in order to efcorc provifions to ihe'army. ■ 

The 23d of April, the general with his army 
made a fhameful retreat. A body of the enemy 
who had got Jjetwixt them and Patna, attacked , 
G c captain 
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captain Smith, v?ho took pofTcfiion of a tank, or 
pond, and gave the enemy fuch a warm reception’, 
that they were glad to retire without their booty, 
and he brought the grain fafe to the army ; no or- 
der of march was given out. 

After a forced march the army arrived at Meer 
Abfcl’s gardens » the 25th they encamped in one 
line, with iheir right to the nver ^ it is a branch 
ot the Ganges, which forms an illand at this place. 
Meer AbJel’s gardens were in the rear of the right 
wing : a village was levelled in front, that they 
might fee the enemy as they advanced ; the left 
tvas open to an exienfive plain. 1 his fituatiori 
was very uncomfortable : however Meer Jaffier 
All Cawn, who Teemed the better general of the 
tw’O, in pitching upon the ground for our en- 
trenchments, ufed this cxpreflion, “ that God had 
made it for us.’’ had jodicioully got under 
cover of the walls of Patna, and threw up works 
In front of his encampment. The Europeans and 
fcapoys occupied an cnvlncnce *0 the right of the 
JS’abob , they had thrown up a breaft work, and 
extended their lines to his; they had the fouth-wefl 
bafHon of Patna in th^r rear. 

The 3d of May, the enemy at day break was 
difeovered advancing towards us with their whole 
army in order for battle. Their regimented fea- 
poy':, ^vith x6 pieces of cannon, came within Soo 
yards of the front of our line, and lay hid in a 
hollow way ^ then a biifk cannonading tnfued, the 
enemy attacked a captain to the .right, defended 
by a company of feywys of captain Wilding’s 
battalion. '1 hey behived with great courage and 
rcfblution, and maintained their port the whole 
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Saj-i The enemy inade feveral attempts to get 
into our rear by rhe right, but the battery of the 
fduth ^v^ert badioa of Jr'atoa, which fired briikly, 
kept them in awe. They threw a great many 
rockets into major Siibbert's port, who was to the 
right of captain Wilding. At laft, a party of the 
enemy took poffefliOn of a mofque about 500 
^ards in his frorlt. Mr. Nicol marched out with 
two companies of feapoys and difpolTefled them. 

A few' minutes* before fun fet the enemy began 
to draw off their cannon, our troops could hardly 
be reftrairted within the trenches ; they wilhed ar- 
dently to come to action, but the commander in 
chief thought proper to decline an engagement, 
dnd thus check cheif eagernefs and fpintcd defire 
TO fight, on the mbft promtfing prorped of vidto- 
ry ; for never was a fairer opportunity to attack 
an enemy to advantage, had the array marched 
out immediately of the trenches, and fallen on the 
dnemy on cherr recreac, they mufi: have inevitably 
taken all their cannon, and totally rooted them. 
Tor fomC days after, a few of the enemy’s hoTe 
appeared fcampering about Our lines, this was aa 
additional provocation to the impatience of the in- 
trenched army, who remavied in their ftrong hold,- 
till they heard the enemy had^repafled the Soan; 
and on the 6th of June they encamped at a fmall 
difiance from the Uncs^ till cantonments were rea- 

\ 

Major Champion had been detached on the 2d; 
•With 300 Europeans rank arid Ble, to Chapporah; 
thefe V. ere accompanied with the company of gre-* 
iiadiers, two battalions of feapoj’s commanded by 

paptainf 
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captains Trevanion and.Gal)le2, with four field 
pieces and a howitzer. 

, The intention of this detachment was to la*/ 
wafte the province of Galzypore, belonging 10 
Bulwanfing, a tributary Rajah to Sujah al Dow- 
Jah, accordingly our troops penetrated in the pro- 
vince, fet flames to fbmc villages, and thefe who 
efcaped the conflagration, loft all the fruits of their 
labour and mduftry, while others faw their wives 
and daughters expofed to the infult of a favage and 
rapacious foldiery, and divers outrages, which cha- 
radlerize ruffians and favages, not troops ufed to 
difcipline and fubordtnation. Thefe brave officers 
v/ho had gained laurels under, major Adams, 
thought themfelvcs difgraccd to be the inftruments 
of fuch barbarities, and obeyed thefe orders with 
jeluAance and indtgnatioir. 

Sujah al Dowdah cantoned his army in our.pro- 
vince of Budjapore, the ‘very place where our ge- 
neral fiiould have led his army } where only true 
glory was to be obtained. The Nabob, to pre- 
vent incurfions into his own country, fent a detach- 
ment to Garypore. 

On the -1 7th captain Stabics’s battalion of fea- 
poys was fent to reinforce major Champion, in or- 
der to aflift him in the continuation of his ravages 
and depradations, and the operations in the field, 
during this paffivc campaign ended, by carrying 
terror and dcfolatlon into the dcfencclefs cottages 
of an Injnred and innocent people, forced to leave 
their all at the mercy of the plunderers. 

During thefe devaftations, major Carnac receiv- 
ed a letter from the governor and council of Cal- 
cutta, the copies of which wc fttall inferi in our next 
number: 
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ftiimber : in confequence of that letter, the army 
was ordered to be m icadmefs to march at a mo- 
rneni’s warn’ng. On the 241^1, major StllberC, 
and the captains Spellman, Pimblc, Jennings and 
M’Lean were defired to meet the commander in 
chief at his head quarters tlie next morninjg at 7 
o’clock. After feveral fruitlefs deliberations, on 
the ad of July the order for the march of the army 
was countermanded. 

The Nabob, Ja^er Alt Cawn left Patna the 
27th, and on his departure for Muxadabad his 
capital, he was falutedwith 21 guns. The next 
day major Carnac fet out for Calcutta, and in 
leaving katua was laUued with nineteen guns. Be- 
fore lie left the army< he gave a grand dinner to 
the officers, as he had been difmilTed the fervlce 
by the court of diredtors, for his oppoUtion to thff 
fneafures of Mr. Vanfitart, fomc of the officers 
drinking his health by thb denomination of major 
Carnac, the majority anfwered no, no longer ma- 
jor, but only Mr. Carnac. The gentleman howe- 
ver, \7ho went firll to India as lieutenant in Alder- 
corn’s regiment, had no reafon to complain of the 
company's fervice, where he had acquired an in- 
dependent fortune of levcfiteen thoufand ^unds ; 
had he continued in the king’s fervice he might 
have been yet a captain, without a feat in par- 
liament, See. 

Thus ended this campaign, on the operations 
of which 1 need not anticipate the judgment of 
ttie readers- T'he command.oi Patna devolved to 
major Pimble, and chat of the whole army to major 
Champion, who had been detachtO to Chap- 
porah. _ j 
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, "We fi^ull: now return to the new regulations of 
Vot'd Clive, in his prefidency. His tftimates of 
the whole revenue of the provinces of Bengal; 
Bahar and Orifia/'exclufive of Calcutta and the 24 
l^ergunnahs^ were ftated at 25,000,000 ficca 
rupees. From which he dedoiled. 

The arinual ftlpend provided by his lordihip for 
the emperor Shah Allum. 2,600,000,' 

The annual allowance to the Nabob of Bengal; 
which though afttr wds reduced, was fixed at 
5>386»i3i. 

The difference between lord Clive’s treaties Iri 
Auguft 1765, and thofe fobfifting in governor 
Spencer’s time, February 176^, according to hiS 
lordfirip’s eftimaie, which comprehends every effi- 
inate of a permanent nature, is only one hundred 
and eighty two thouland, nine hundred and eighty 
three pounds ftcrling per annum, even admitting 
that agreeably to his lordlhip’s eftimate, 250 lacks 
had been aftually collefted ; which from a variety 
of caufes, does not feem to have been the cafe 
any one year from his lordfliip’s ellablifhment to’ 
ihis day. It is true, that the Vizier Nabob Sujah al 
Dowlah, upon his being reftored to his country, 
Jjaid the company fifty Tacks of rupees, agreeably 
to the fixth article of the treaty as an ,inderhnifica- 
tlon for the charges in the war. But this being 
only a temporary advantage, againll which muft 
be alfo placed the extraordinary charge of that 
campaign *, it cannot with propriety be included 
in the articles of a permanent annual revenue. 

If then wc place againftihe 182,983!. in favour 
bf lord CUve’s, the 4000,000!. now paid annually 
to government, and the additional improvements 

which 
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^whicli might have tccn/moft rcafonably expefled 
ftom Bulwanfing’s zcmindary. It mull be allowed 
that his lordfiiip's alterations upon alTuming the 
Dewannee, have been no way conducive to the ad- 
vantage of the company, even without bringing 
jto account the unerring mcrcafe in the charges of 
the civil and military cflabliniments, which has 
been another ill confequence, by almoll deftroying 
the whole jcvenue- 

The court of Eaft India dtre£lors were fo fcnfjble 
of this greatly cncrcafing charge, than in their let^ 
ter to the felecc committee, dated i6th of March 
1768, wherein after eftimating what the various 
articles ofincreafe in their military and other char- 
ges would amount to, exclufive of what might bs 
paid to the Marattes, if their treaty with that na- 
Jion ibould come to a conclufion, they thus pro- 
ceed, m the r40lh paragraph : 

** When thefe calculations are made, you will 
find we already approach the utmofl. limits of 
what expence can be afforded from the reve- 
nues, and Ihould there be occafion for any mi- 
Iitary operations, it w'ill be foun<;l we have not 
*' altered our fitoation much to our advantage, 
*’ but have only exchanged a certain profit in 
** commerce, for a precarious one in the revenue,’* 
By whaf has been /aid before it is clear, that the 
Kabobs of Bengal are no other than the tools of 
the liaft India company, and their reprefentatives 

even Engliflimcn have been expofed to every fpe- 
cies of opprefiion 5 for fo grievous has been the fi- 
tuation of Britifli fubjects in thofe countries, that 
;t was in fact in the power of the governor of Ben- 


gal, whenever he.plcafed to deprive any one of fo 
much of hts property as laid within the Nabob’s 
dominions, or even of his life ; and ic was impol- 
Cble to obtain, juilice againfl: fuch offenders. 

The only land which the Englifh Eafl India 
company legally held by a regular grant from a 
real Mogul, was that the emperor Tarrakhfeer 
granted them in the 5 ear 1 7 1 7 , which w as not quite 
fifteen acres, where they cftablilhed their factories; 
confcquently all the tenures of fuch territories and 
revenues, as have been taken by the Englifli com- 
pany beyond this grant, ate not legally valid ac- 
•cording to the conlHtution of the Mogul empire'} 
but poUeffions acquired and held either by violence 
or ufurpaiion. 

Lord CUve’s farther fecutUy for his jaghirc, 
was it feems the motive of the bold ftep he took, 
in alTuming the dcwannce. In this fiate of the 
company’J alTairs, before his lall voyage to India, 
« was poilible that the litigation rerpeding thii 
jagljlre, by w'hich he had been made n Lord of 
the company’s lands, which were • thereby freed 
from all dependence, might be revived, or that 
even government might •interfere therein. In 
cafe the company had bcenaverfe to hU lordfliip 
continuing in the enjoyment of 'ir, he could never 
have obtained fatisfaclion from the lawlcfs couits 
of Indoftan, to which in the opinion'of our moft 
eminent lawyers, the point muft at lad have been 
referred for decilion* Every ftep therefore, tend- 
ing farther to eftablifh the authority of the new 
made Mogul .shah Allum, as emperor, and to 
make the company appear to hold all they pofief- 
Icd under His lanition, in confirming the grant 
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faf hii lordfiiip’s jaghirc, added weight to his o\Va 
blaim j and the additional allowance of twenty- 
fit lack of rupees per annum, which the noble pre- 
fident provided for this nominal emperor, was 
binding him by intereft td his lordfhip'sfidc. The' 
judicious governor Vanhtart^ with his council had 
towards the year 1764, eftablilhed a fadory in 
the capital city of Eatiarcs, confiding of a chie^‘ 
and couhcil for the colledion of the ‘revenues ’of 
that tetritory J ,this place was llkewife more ad- 
vantageoufly fituated for Incrcafing the fale of 
broad cloth and other ftaple articles imported by' 
ihe company than any other fadory they pofiefled* 
Lord CUve and his fecret committee, upon relin-* 
tjulfhing this iemindary refolvcd alio td wichdraw^^ 
the fadory , and \Vichovlc coftfulting thfl fervants 
of the company employed in that department,^ 
were pleafediio fix the revenues of the country 
for the lift year: they hai^ refolvcd the tompany 
Ihould pofiefs it, at twenty lack of ruppees, iho* 
it is Well known that the Rajah colleded near four 
times that fum. His brother was inclined to offer 
forty-five lack per annum, for that diftrid,^ about 
the time iewas given up by his lordfhFp. In a 
"Very fliort time the company might," without in- 
juftice'or extortion, after naaking every equitable 
allowance to the zemindar, h'avc collected ^ fifty 
lack, and upon his dcmife, by keeping theTands 
in thtir own handi, it would have fdon yielded 
eighty lacks or one million ftcrling perannum^ 
When the Englifh company aflumed die fovc-r 
rcignty of the Bengal provinces in Mr. 

francis S^kes \\2s appointed by the prefident and 
fclcct committee at Calcutta, the company’s rc- 
H h h ‘ lident 
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gal, whenever ha.pUafed to deprive any on? of fa 
much of his property as laid within the Nabolfs 
dominions, or even of his life ; and it was impof- 
fible to obtain juitice againft fuch offenders. 

The only land which the linglilh Ead: India 
company legally held by a regular grant from a 
real Mogul, W'as that the ensperor Tarrakhfeer 
granted them in the year 1717, which was not quite 
hfteen acras, where they cftablilhed their factories; 
confcquenily all the tenures of fuch territories and 
revenues, as have been taken by the Englifh com- 
pany beyond this grant, are not legally valid ac- 
’ cording to the conlHtution of the Mogul empire'; 
hut poflenions acquired and held either by violence 
or ufurpacion. 

Lord Clive’s farther fecurhy for his jaghire, 
was it feems the motive of the bold ftep he took, 
in alTuming the dew'annee. In this Hate of the 
company’s alTairs, before his lart voyage to India, 
it was poiTible that the litigation' rcfpefling this 
Jaghire, by which he had been made a Lord of 
jhe company’s lands, w'htch were thereby freed 
from all deprndence, might be revived, or that 
even government might -interfere therein. -In 
cafe tlic company had bcenas'crfc to his lordfliip 
continuing in the enjoyment of it, he could never 
have obtained failsraclion from the lawlefs courts 
of indoftan, to which in the opinion of our moff 
eminent lawyers, the point mUfl: at laft have been 
referred for decifion. Every llep therefore, tend- 
ing farther to edablilh the authority of the new 
made Mogul .Shah Allum, as emperor, and to 
make the company appear to hold all they polTef- 
fei under his fandion, ia confirming the grant 



[' 413 J ' 

bf his iordflilp’s jaghirc, added weight to his oWn 
claim y and the addmonal allowance of twenty- 
fix lack of rupees per annum, which the noblepre- 
fident provided for this nominal emperor, was 
binding him by intereft: to bis lordfhip'sfide. The 
judicious governor Vanlitart^ with his council had 
towards the year 1764, eftablilhed a fa6lory m 
the capital city of Banarcs, confiding of a chie^’ 
and couhcil for the collection of the "revenues 'of 
that territory i this place was Jikcwife more ad-‘ 
vantageoufly fituated for Incrcafing the fale of 
broad cloth and other ftaple articles imported by* 
the company than any other faftory they pofiefiedi 
Lord CUve and his fecret committee, upon relin- 
tjuilhing this iemindary refolvcd atfo td v.ichdraw. 
the failory j and xVichoUc confuhing the fervants 
of the company employed in that department, 
were pleafcdjio fix the revenues of the country 
for the lad year: theyJiaij relbhed the tompany 
Ibould pofled it, at wentj' lack of rupjjces, tho* 
it is well kpowil that the l6ijah colleflcd near four 
times that fura. His brother was inclined to offer 
forty-five lack per annum; for that difttift,^ about 
the time irwas given tip by his lordfhfp In a 
very fhort time the company might,* without in-* 
juftice'br extortion, after nJaking every equitable 
allowance to the zemindar, h'avc collected . fifty 
lack, and upon his dcmife, by keeping the^Iands 
in thtir own handi, it would have fbon yielded, 
eighty laclts or one million ftcrhng perannum^ 
When the Englifb company afiumed the fove*» 
reignty of the Bengal provinces in Mr. 

francis Sykes was appointed by the prefident and 
fclcct committee at Calcutta, the companv’s rc- 
H b h ■' iident 
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fidcnt at tKe durbar, or tKc bJibob*s court, at the 
capital of Murfhhadabad, to adjuft the revenues 
oT the provinces, and fettle the arrears as jaghecr- 
ders, 4s being a |)art oftheirbuCncfs. This gen- 
tleman without any check, was likewifefolely en- 
trufled with the direction of the Nabob, and his 
oSiccrs fuperintendcd the interior collections, and 
the adminiftration of iufttce in countries more ex-’ 
tenfivcand more populous than Great Britain ; at 
that very time this gentleman was chief of the 
company’s factory at CatTibezar, where moft of 
their filk and great part of their other Bengal ar- 
tlcles^re provided. 

The amount of the whole revenues of Bengal 
and Its dependencies as adjufted by Mr. Sykes m 
the fame year 1765, was eftiroated three millions, 
fix hundred and thirty thoufand, .iix hundred and 
feyenty-fix pounds fterUng, valuing the ficca ru- 
pees two Ibtllings and eight pence; the fame gen- 
tleman fubferibed to and declared it to be hts opi- 
nion, that the” whole would be colIectcd-in the 
year 1766, without opprcITmg the mhabitants. 
Lord Clive likewifc gave his opinion upon this 
ftatement of the Bengal revenues, in his letter to 
the court of direftors,. dated Calcutta the 30ih of 
September 1765, in Ihc following words. 

** ^our revenue, by means of this new acqut- 

fition fmeaning the Dewaonce^ will as near as I 
“ canjudge, not fall Ihorc for the enfuing year, of 
** S50 lacks of ficea rupees, including your for- 
“ mcr polTeflions of Burdewan, &c. hereafter they 
** will at leaft amount to 20 or 30 lacks more. 
“ Your civil and military cxpences in time of 
** peace can never exceed 60 lacks of rupees T he 
“ Nabob’s 
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Nahot^*s allowances arc already reduced to 42 
“ lacks, and the tribute to the king is fixed at 
**• 26, I0 that there will be remaining a clear gam 
“ ,10 the company of 122 lacks of ticca rupees, 

** or 1,650,900!. ftcrhng, which will defray all the 
** expences of the inveltmentb, furnilh tiie whole 
** of the China treafure, anfvier the demands ofall 
“ your other fettlements in India, and leave a 
** confiderablc balance in your treafury befides In 
■“ time of war, when the country may be fubjedt 
** to the incurlions of bodies of cavalry, ive fliall, 
notwithftanding be able to colleft a fufficienc 
fum for our civil and mjluary exigencies, and 
hkewife for our invcftrocnts y btcaufe a very _ 
'* rich part of the Bengal and Bahar dominions are 
*' lituatcd to the eaftward of the Ganges, wherewe 
** can never be invade^ V/hai 1 have given you 
** IS a real, not an imaginary flate of your reve- 
** nues, and you may bcialtured they w^ll not fall 
** fiiort of my computation.” 

From thefe authorities, we may judge of tl^clm* 
proveahle ftatc of the revenues in Bengal, in ^hc 
year 1765. They might ea/ily without opprc/Ijon 
to the inhabitants, have been improved by this time 
to fix millions fterling ; wjjile by an improper ma- 
nagement, they have yearly fallen fbort of that 
very ftatcmcnt, and will probably decreafe, till aij 
effcdtual fyftem of reformation be eftabliflicd. 

We are now to confidcr a monopoly the moll 
cruel in us nature, andmofldeftruftive m its con- 
fcquences p the company’s affairs in Bengal, ofall 
that have of late been cftablifhed there. Perhaps 
it Hands unparalleled in the hiftory of any govern- 
ment, that ever cxiHed on earth,"" conlidcred as 
H h h 2 , a pub- 
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^ public a£i. When vrc confidcr the nian whp 
promoted fuch eiclufive dealings in ^vbat may be 
there confidered as necelHiries of life, our aftonilh*7 
rrent is ftill greater. 

Lord Clivc’s profeifions of difintereftednefs to 
the direftors, haying Influenced them to nominate 
him to the government of Bengal, with a felcct 
committee confifting of his lordfliip. the prefident, 
h^r. William BirghtwcU Sumner, Drlgadier gene- 
ral Carpac, Mc^heurs Harry Verclft, and Francis 
^kes. They were invefted « ith powers to pur- 
fue whatever means they fliould judge moft proper’ 
xo attain the defirable ends of reftoring and efta- 
■blilhing peace and tranquility in Bengal. The 
orders which the court of diredlors uereplcafed to 
give upon the fubjedt’of falr,bcetle»nut and tobacco 
trade, in the letter to their prefldency at Bengsly 
dated the ifc of June 1764, \Yere the following, 

“ you are hereby ordered and directed, «s footi 
y after the rcceipc-of this as may be convenient, 
** to confult the Nabob, as to the manner of car- 
“ r)ing on the inland trade in fait, bectic-nut and 
** tobacco, and the other articles produced .ind 
confumed in the country, which may be moll to 
y his faiisfactionandadvantage, the intcreft of the 
** company, and Ukcyirifc of the company’s fer- 
“ vants. 

" You arp therefore to form a propefand equi- 
y tabic plan for carrying on the feid trade, and 
** tranfmit the fame to us, accompanied with fuch 
** explanations, dbfervations and remarks, as may 
“ enable us to give our fentiments and 'directions 
thereupon, in a full and explicit manner. 

. ‘ « Iq 
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' *.* In’ doing this as bcfore obferved,' ybu' ard'to 
.*/' have a particular- regard tojhe intereft and cn-> 
‘^■tirc fatisfaction ofthe -Kabob, both with refpeft - 
f* to his revenues and a proper fupport of his go-- 
yernmenti ’in Ihorc» this plan- muft be fettled 
■ with his free will and confent, and in fuch a man- 
-ncr as not to afford .any juft "grounds of com- 
** plaints.” . ' . 

The great advantage to be made in Bengal, from 
a monopoly of thefe three articles, of fait, beetle- 
nut and tobacco, was , among the - firft .which the 
manoeuvres of the dewannee prefented to' lord 
Clive and his aflbeiate reformers, of which they did 
not fail to avaU thcmfelvcs.- Alt the company's 
fervanis, dowri to' a' certain rank, were put upon 
jhe lift; -Nvithout afking their concurrence, or act 
iquainiing them with the particulafs of* the plan- 
Thus the committee, contrary to the ‘orders and 
intentions pf the c'ourt of yireflprs, and to his lord- 
•fhip’s moft -folemn declarations, determined on an 
universal monopoly of thefe three articles, the pro- 
^ fits of which \Yere to be .divided amongft ihem- 
fclvcs, and fuch others pf .the company's fervants 
as they thoughtproper. Thusconfidering the mo- 
nopoly" eyc.n as a jufteftablilhment, was a manifeft 
injury to fevcral of the junior fervants, who from 
their own' knowledge and induftry, gained in 'a fair 
way pf trade confidcrably more than the fharc al- 
lotcd to them ,by 'this fyftem produced. Moft of 
thern difapprovea the plan, -but it would have been 
dangrruas to 'nave puoVtciy expreffed t’neir ciiTcori- 
tent. They were obliged to fign a long indenture, 
"authorizing the corhmittee of tradc'm . conduit the 
Jjufinefs, though they did not know the particulars 
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of the plan , h-d any of Ac junior fervants Aewn a 
Giflike for this meafure,** iie might ha\e probably 
been difmiiTed the fervicc 'I tie proceedings df 
the (elect conimitice on this occafion \seic in fub- 
ftance as follows 

At a Committe l^eld at Fort William the lolh of 
Augufl 1765, 


PrcFnt, 

William Bnghtwcll Sut^ncr, Efqi Prefident, and 
Vercift hfq. 

It IS now agreed, 

Fitft, that the wholetrade fiiall be carried on by 
an excluftve company formed for that purpofe, and 
coondtng of all thole who may be deemed juftly 
intitled to a (hare , that a proper fund Ihall be rai^ 
cd by a loan at mterefc fbr the fupply and fupport 
ef the fame, and that it Ihall commence in the 
month of September enfuing, or as foon as may 
be found mofc com enient 

adly, That the fait, beetle nut and tobacco 
produced in or imported into Bengal, Ihall be pur- 
chafed by Aiseftabldhcd company, and public ad- 
vernfements fhall be iflucd, finctly prohibiting all 
other perfens whatlbevcr who arc dependent on 
our government, to deal m thefe articles 

3dly, That application fliall be made to the Na- 
bob to ifllie the like prohibition to all his officers 
and fubjccts, of the diftncts where any quantity 
of either of ihofe articles is manufactured or pro- 
duced 
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By the fourth, fak was to be purchafedby edh- 
traflon the moft rcafonablc terms giving the pre-i 
fofcnce to the factories ofD€Cca,Chittigong, Burd- 
\van and Midnipore for the produce of their rcfpcc- 
uve diftncts and to fuch perfons as may offer the 
mofl reafonable pto^fals fof thequaintity produ- 
ced in the Calcutta lands. ’ *' ' 

By the fitfth, the bfcctle nut ind tobacco was id 
like manner to'<be purchafed, by contract upon 
the levies moft conformable to the xntcreft of the 
concerned. . ' * *’ 

By tile eighth, the fait, beetle nut and tobacco 
this purchafed by the public company was to be 
tranfported to certain peculiar places for fale to be 
there only difpofed of by their agents 

By the ninth article, it was -agreed, that ap- 
plication (liould be made to iheiEnglifli for per- 
vannahs, ftrictly ordering the inhabitants of the 
diftncts of Decca and Clyitigong, to contract for 
all the fait that can be made on their lands -with 
the Englilh alone, and forbidding the fa!c to any 
other perfons whatfbever. 

Several other articles being fettled, advertife- 
ments wrote in difierent languages were poked up 
in fcvcral parts of the town, for limiting the in- 
land trade in the three articles mentioned, and 
vefting an excluBve right to carry it on in a fou- 
ety of proprietors by 'a) pretended authority from 
the company, with the Nabob's acquiefcence. All 
perfons dependent upon the company’s govern- 
mcDt, were ftrictly piohib ted from deahng^di- 
rectly or indirectly in filt, beetle nut and tpbaccon 
'unlcls as contractors for the purchafe aid of 
thefe srticles, with the Ibciety of trade. 
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. Thirdly, afccranotherlclect committee \vasheI<J 
upon the fubjcct of this fnohopoly, of whofe pro- 
ceedings the ibllowin^ is an extract : , 

At a felcct Committee held at Fort William the’ 
tgth September 1765. 

Frcfent. The right honourable lord Clive, pre- 
fident, William B. Sumner, John Camac, Harry 
Verelft^ and Francis Sykes Efqrs. 

. Refuming the confioeratioa of the plan for cir- 
rylfig on the inland trade, the committee are una- 
nimoudy of opinion, that whatever furplus-meney 
the company may find themfelves poflefled 6f, after 
difeharging thelrfcvcral demands. At fhlsprefidency; 
the fame will be employed more to their benefit 
and advantage in fupplylng largely that valuable 
branch of their commerce, the China trade, and 
in aflifting the wants of their other rettlemenls,and 
and that it wiU be more for their intereft to be con- 
fidered as fuperiors of this trade $ and receive 
a handfome duty upon it, than to be engaged aS 
proprietors in the ftock; it is agreed that the ‘in- 
land trade of the above articles thall be fubject to 
a duty to the company, after the following rates, 
calculated according to the advantage which might 
be expected to accrue to the proprietors. 

On falc, thirty-five per cent, valuing the Jiun- ' 
dred maunds valuable weight in Bengal fromyo 
to 80 poundsj at the rate of ninety Arcot rupees; 
and in confideration thereof the prefent callery du- 
ty to be abolilhed : caller)' is a lalt worlc. 

On beetle nut, ten per cent on the prime coll. 

On tobacco, twenty -five per Cent on ditto. 

With xefpccc to the proprietors, it was refolred 
to arrange them into.thrcc clalTes, each clafs to be 
. • • in- 
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tje entitled to fo many fhares in the flock agree’d 
upon, in order to alcerfain the value 'of each 
iTiare. 

According to' this feheme, it \las agreed that 
the hrft olafs fliould confift of the governors five 
fhares, the fecond iti council three (hires, the ge- 
neral three (hares, ten gentlemen of the council 
two (hares each, two colonels two (hares each ; in 
all, thirty five fiiares for the fifd clafs. 

The fecond clafs confided of the chaplain, tv,o 
lieutenapt-colonels, fourteen fenior and junior mer- 
chants, entitled to eighteen (hares. 

The third clafs confiding of faftors, majors and 
forgeons j in all thirty three, were entitled to nine 
fhare<. 

Among the plaufiblc rcafons alledged for the ea 
flablifiimentof this monopoly, it waSfaidto be in- 
tended as a means to prevent the opprcfiion of the 
inhabitants of the country? j to remove the general 
odium nhich ha‘d prevailed, of the'Englidi fefcking 
to deprive them of every part of their trade, and to 
render all pofiible fatisfaftion to the court of di- . 
icftors, 

* The private rcafons affigoed by lord Clive, fot 
this eftablifhment, -in a (eperate letter to the court 
of direftors, are no Icfs aftonifiiing j they are as 
follow. 

Par. 1 6. " The necerfity of rewarding the fupe- 
rior fer^'snts, both civil and military, is obvious, 
fince the large inveftment required by the company . 
makes it impoffib'e for individuals who perfbrnt 
their duty to acquire any thing ConfideraWt by' 
private trade. 'I he means of regulating this re- 
ward have frequently employed my attention, and 

111 afief^ 



[ 42 * 

after the fnon: mature deliberation, I have found 
none fo convenient, proper or equitable as the trade 
in fait. If you grant a commiflionupon the rcve‘- 
nucs the fum uill not only be large but kno%\n.to 
the world. The allowance being publicly afeer- 
tained, every man’s proportion will at all times be 
the occafion of much difeourfe, envy andjealoufy; 
The great will interfere in your appointments, end 
noblemen will perpetually foHcit you to provide 
for the younger branches of their families. A com- 
miflion upon your inveftment, whether upon the 
provifion in Bengal, or the fales in Europe, is lia- 
ble to the fame objeflions. But if you allow your 
fervants the liberty of benefiting themfclvcs by the 
trade in fait, the following conveniencits will 
refult,* ‘ 

Par. 17. advance of four hundred 

thoufand or five hundred thoufand pounds is requi- 
red for carrying on the tfade. If it be carried on 
by your fervants, the advance and therifkwillbe 
theirs : if it be carried on by you, the money muft 
be advanced out of the ireafury, at your-rilTc, and 
you will confcquently have the Icfs fpecics to fend 
home. 

Par. 18. d^®‘ ** It is wry cafy to proportion ft 
in fuch a manner that your fervants Ihall not gain 
to a larger amount than they are ‘in juftice and 
equity encitlcd to. ‘ 

Par. 19. 3“»'‘*Bythe bringing it to Calcutta 
and Dacca, and by the lofs of boats, by the fai- 
lure of contrafilors and many other accidents, the * 
profits muft always be precarious and uncerrain, and 
confcquently unknown, except to the few who may 
take the trouble to inveftigatc the matter. 
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. - Par. 20. 4^®' “ It will be looked upon as a pro- 
fit arifing from trade, and not from the pockets of 
the company, which might be urged, if rewards 
were given out of the revenues. But here you can 
afierr, that this indulgence, the only equitable one 
you have to grant, is m confidcrafion of the large 
inveftments ordered, which, if complied with, 
mufi: fwallow up the^trade of individuals ; and in- 
deed, if this indulgence be properly proportioned, 
all thofe fervants, who by their age and ftanding 
are entitled to emoluments, would have no reafon 
to complain, even were they altogether excluded 
from every article of trade which can interfere with 
the company’s inveftments. . 

' Par. 22. “ It is an erroneous ^ opinion, th.it fait 
was formerly an open trade, it ever was, and ever 
muft be a monopoly. Some great favourite or 
favourites always had t^e whole in their own 
hands, for which he not only paid an annual Pefh- 
Ilia cufh, 

’ * In the time of the Nabob AHaverdy Khawn, his 
favourite. Cogee Wazeed," wa» irregularly allowed to 
farm the trade in fait ; but that merchant fold his fait 
then at five hundred per cent* cheaper than it was fold 
after theeflablifliment by thUcomraittee of the mono- 
poly now under conftdcration. In many parts of Ben- 
gal, Cogee Wazeed ufed to fell his fait for forty, fifty, 
orfixty rupees per hundred maimds : and at Patna be- 
fore this monopoly took place, at one time, the mar- 
ket price of fait was lb low as one hundred and filty ru- 
•pees per hundred Maurvds. After this monopoly was 
efiablifiied, fait was fold in many parts of Bengal for 
upwards of three hundred rupees per hundred maunds, 
and in feme parts of the Patna province it was nifecl 
^upwards or eight hundred and fifty rupees per hun-% 
dfed maunds. 
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or aclmovpledgment in money to the Subah, 
but iikewife gave confiderable prefents both in mo- 
ney ard curiofiiies to him and to his minifters. But 
the natives can have no ^uit cauCe of complaint, 
provided they be furnlfhed with this article mord 
teafonably than formerly, which will certainly be 
the cafe, if the plan fent home by the Ciutccnden 
be adopted with a fc\v amendments.’* . 

And in the general letter from the felefl com- 
mlite? of Calcutta to the court of direftors, dated 
the 3cth 'eptembrr 1765, iigned by the right ho- 
nourable lord CUve, .Wrlham Bnghtwcll Sumner; 
John Carnac, Harry .Vcrelft and Francis Sykes, 
Efquires, after a more mature confidcration of this 
bulineCsi they give their femimcnts in the follow- 
lowin'g Vrords : ‘ ‘ ’ 

Par. 32. By confultiog our proceedings of 
the icthof Augufl an^ 18th September 1765, 
■you will be able to judge of the progrefs we have 
made in carr)'ing your orders into execution rela- 
tive to the trade in fait, bcetlc-nut and tobacco. 
This fubjefl ivc confidered with all the a'ttcntion 
poflible,' and regard to your iniereft and the good 
of the fervicc.’ Wc found, that to remove thein- 
conveniencics of a free 'tradei prevent the opprcl- 
'fions daily committed, favethU valuable at tide of 
coirm-rcc ’from ruin, and dinufe the benefits re- 
fuliing, indiferiminately, among all your fervants 
jniiiled to duflucks, it was neceCary to veil the 
Vholc in an en.lofive comjSanyJ' ‘ 

' 7 he feiedl committee having formed thofe regu- 
lation'^ for the carrying on of this trade, Mr. Sum- 
mer, Mr. .VcrcIH and two other gentlemen of foun- 
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/:il -Wicrc accordingly conftituted a committee of 
tjade, for receiving charge ot the plan apd mana- 
ging it, on behalf of the body of proprietors? with 
authority to correfpond Y*>th the fobordinate laQo- 
ries, and to purfue all fuch imeafures as might, 
conformably thereto, appear to them eligible and 
proper. And the neceflary advices and orders were 
accordingly given to the fubordlnates, and publi- 
cations of prohibition were ifiucd throughout the 
provinces. » 

The capital ftock appointed by the felcft, com- 
mittee to be raifed for carrying on this trade, ori- 
ginally was current rupees 2,422,333 — ^ — 4, or 
at 26 pence per current rupee, 262,420!. fterling ; 
which \Yas divided into 56|lharc5-of 43,000 
current rupees each fhare, and the profits which 
mighc'anfe were appointed to be proportionably 
diftriburcd as follows.' ^ 

. Perfont. Sharet eacib. Tout Shar». Cipiul Seoelu 

To the Right Hon 

L. Clive i ' $ • S' - 215,000 

Villuni Oright^ell , 

■Somocr, 'tfq, - t- 3 •''3- - teqooo 
CttitTsl Cainae - 3 - 3 ” - »*9,ooo 

To ten Coiinlelloi* 

and two Coloneli. • »a • 2 - ^24 - -j, 03*000 v 

- ' 1,505,000 o 0 

To Chaplain, reoior 
and junior Mer- 

and Lieut Colt • >8 • 2 3d « as ~ ~ — ~ 516,00000 
JoFaClort, Majori^ 

^andSurgeoni • *8 - J.sd. - 91.3d.'- — . 401^3354 

PerfostSi 561 3d<C, rup 2,4*1,333 5 4 


The farce of uCng' the Nabob’s name was 
|hought convenient to be played, asis ufual in all 
’ • ' ' ’ dark 
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^nrk acts of this double government. . The reader 
win have perceived, as well in ilie proceedings /jf 
the commutee as in the foregoing Englifh advsr- 
tifement, that this Nabob, if he muft be fo cal- 
led, is introduced as joining with the committee, 
and confenting to the turn ot his fubjc^ls, the poor 
people of the country, who could not, for that 
ical()n, pretend to, or entertain cycn a hope of re- 
drefs. 

This Nabob, therefore, was aflually made to 
iffue orders to all the zemindars, or hereditary land- 
holders of the country, to attend at Calcutta, and 
enter into bond, to trade with the committee only, 
jdn order of the committee, to the fame purpoft, 
went forth at the fame time : and the zemindars 
were forced to repair to Calcutta, and enter into 
bonds accordiogly, of which orders and bonds the 
following are copies. >, 

TranHatlon from the Perfian, of the Nabob’s or- 
der, to one of the zemindars of the country, dated 
the of Safier, or the Augufti765. 

*'-To the gomaflah of Ludeynarain, chowdry 
of tlie Pergunnah of 'Jdllamootah. -Be It under- 
wood, that a requeft has been made by the gover- 
nor and the gentlemcnof the corumittce and coun- 
cil, to this purport, ** that until the contracts for 
fait of the faid gentlemen are fettled, no fak fhall 
be made, or got ready, in any diftrict ; that a go- 
makah be fent to attend on the faid gentlemen, 
and having given a bond, he may^thsn proceed to 
his bufmefs, and make filf ; but till the bond 

given 
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given to the governor and the gentlemen of the 
committee and council, they Ihould make none.” 
7 herefore, this order is written, that you fend, 
without delay, your gomiftah to the faid gentle- 
men tn Calcutta, and give your bond, and fettle*' 
your bufinefs j and then proceed to the making of 
lalt. In cafe of any delay, it will not be foryouc 
good. Regard this as a Uricc order.” , , 

Tranflaiion, from the Perfian, of an order to 
one of the zemindars, under the fcal of the com- 
mittee. 

The hnghlh bociety 
of Merehants for 
buying and felling all 

The Seal of the Salt, Bcetle-nut theCommittce, 

' andTobacoo m the ' 

. Province of Bengal, 

Bahar and Orifla,&c. 

“ Trufty and well beloved,- Anundelal, we greet 
you well. Whereas it has been refolved, that v/hat- 
ever fait fhall be procurable in the fait works of 
the fubahfhip of Bengal, &c. the trade thereof 
IhiU be referred to the EngUth Sircar*, and fhall 
not be meddled with by others ; to which purocla 
a Peru annah from his excellency, the Nabob,*ha 5 
inUed- 

^'he^efore iliis order is writion, that ibr xjao- 
ment it reaches your liandsyou are to fend a Va- 
keel 

* State or government. Here it mean :i:e company. 
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Iceel and a trudy Gbmafcih, that he may comtf 
here and receive the Nabobs Perwanah and aft 
in obedience to the fame, and fettle the trade of 
your fait with the governor and the gentlemen.” 

Tranflation of one of the Mutchulcahs, or obli- 
gatory bonds, taken from the 2emlndars. 

Jadoaram, Chowdry of the Pergunnah of 
Deroodumna, in the diftiicl of Ingcllee, agreeably 
to an order rvhich has iflueil Irom the Nabob to 
this purpoie, “ 1 hat I fhould attend upon the gen- 
tlemen of the committee and council. In order to 
fettle my trade' in fait, and that 1 fhould not deal 
wuh any other perfon do accordingly oblige 
myfelf, and give this writit^, that, excepting the 
faid gentlemen called. The Fnglifh fociety of mer- 
chants for buying and felling all the fait, beetle- 
nut, and tobacco in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar 
and Orlda, &c. luill on no account trade with any 
other perfon for the fait to be made in the year 
ii 73 (BengaI ftile) , and without their order 1 will 
not othcrwifc make away with, or dlfpofe of a lin- 
gle grain of fait j but whatever fait fhall be made 
within the dependencits of my zemindary, I will 
faithfully deliver it all, without delay, to the faid 
fociety, and I will receive the money according to 
the agreement w hich I fhall make'in writing ; and I 
will deliver the whole and entire quantity ot the fait 
produced, and, without the leave of the faid com- 
mittee, I will not carry to any other place, nor fell 
to any other perfon a finglc raeafure of fair. If 
fuch a thing fhould be proved againft me, I will 

pay 
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pay to the Sircar of the fajd fociety a pfcnalty of 
five rupees for every mautid. In vvitnefs whereof 
I have written this, by way of obligation. Dated 
the September 1765, 

Orders of this land were ifiued to all the Rajahs 
and Zemindars of the Pergunnahs where fait was 
to be had , by virtue of \\ Inch the produce of the 
whole country was engrofled by the committee, 
who paid at the rate of 75 rupees per too n.aunds, 
for what was fold in many places for upwards of 
500 rupees per 100 maunds , which m cffufl was 
making a poor inhabitant pay at the rate of 6 i-half 
rupees for a quantity of fait w hich, in the common 
coutfe of the trade, Kc would have bought for one 
rupee. 

The extraordinary (hares of the profits of this 
public monopoly to whicl) the fclcdl committee-* 
gentlemen helped themfehes, were not the only 
advantages they reaped from It.-, From the regii* 
lations which they in ihcir feleft committee, had 
previoufly agreed upon, they were firft apprized of 
the fudden cffeifls which ihofe regulations could 
not fad of producing, m raifing the price of laic 
all over the country. They* therefore a\ ailed them- 
felves of this fore-V.oowledge, and eftabliflied a 
private fociety among thcmfelves, for buying up 
as much as they could of » the ready-made fait, 
which lay difperfed in difierent.parts, Mr. Verellt 
who condudttd this feparate concern, and was one 
^ tbeiT tOTTitriittce, tinder iVic ^tiaViy afTumed 

on fuch extraordinary occafions, of its being for 
the benefit of the company’s affairs, was fat his 
own recommendation^ appointed to a new' and un- 
K k k pre- 
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preceSentcd employment, that of fiipervifor of^ the 
|)tovinccs of Burdwan and Midnipore, where great 
quantities of fait are produced. I'his Mr. 
Verelft an opportunity of ’afibciaiipg hmifelf with 
the junior fervants under him at Burd\'’an, in a 
qontrafl for delivering to the committee all the fait 
produced in that province,^ which he acfordingly 
did; asmayBefeen m the copy, of an indenture 
executed with the .committee upon this pccafion. 

The concerned in the faid private focietf. which 
■ivas Very extenfive in its operations,, were the right 
honourable lord C)ive, William BrightwcU Surn- 
qeiy general John Caraac, Harry Verdh and Fran- 
• cIs Sykes, erquires, 

i No means were - ncgicfted, by the gentlemen 
‘ concerned in this private focicty, to engrofs the 
' whole of the ready-madu fall in the country : and 
.fuch methods N^ere fometimes taken by their a- 
gentSj or "omaftahs,* as obliged the owners to part 
with what fall they had on hand for v halevcr thofe 
agents were pleafed to offer. And tho' the intereftof 
the country and company were allcdgcd on other 
occafions to be greatly* injured by permitting Euro- 
pean agents tO refide in the inland parts of the coun- 
try, ncvcrthclcrs, upon the prefent occafion, thofe 
jnetehded incbnvcmencics were overlooked ; and 
■' in confcquehffe 'of an'.applicaiion' from the com- 
mittee of trade to the feleft commute, fevetal gen- 
tlemen were appointed and (lationed at the follow- 
.jngdi^CfCnt places, ^a^agents for the fales of the 
pbmmittcc’sfalc, 6c«Ie-nut, and tobacco) viz. 

Me/Trs, 



C 43t ] 

MefTrs. Cliarlds Blomcr at Dmagepord^ 

Pitt LethieUlicr, Burgunga, 

Hugh Baillic, Gulparah, 

Thomas Lcwiy^ * Rungpore, 
■WiUiam Bentley, Carangola, 

John Robinfoa, Nabobgungrf^ 
James Hargrave, Chilmary, 

John CorTar, Silhett and PatnJti 

Wilinm Semple, Rajabarry, 

Abraham LcOic, bcfidcs others, 

V/ho were fent to Backergungc and Nabobgungo 
to build boats. 

The gentlemen concerned m the private fociety 
did not fail to avail tbemfeh cs of the fcrviccr of 
thefe agents of the 'public monopoly, for the dif- 
pofal of theif private fait In confequences of an 
application for that purpofe from the partners in 
the committee of Trade below, to the partners in 
the fclefb committee above, licence n'as cafily ob- 
tained, as may be feen by the following fliorc 
proceedings upon the occalion 

** At a fcleift committee, held the pth of Janu; 

' ary, 1766; ( 

i 

Prefent, the right honourable lord Clive, prefi- 
dent, William Brightwell Sumner, Ef^, and 
brigadier general Carrtac. 

\ Received ajetterfrom the committee of trade, 
rcquefting ica\e for their agents to difpofc of the 
Kkk 2 balan- 
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balances of fall belonging to private merchants, 
now on hand, v.hich ihey Imagine will conduce i;o 
the mreieft o{ the focvtiy . 

Agreed, we acquaint the committee of trade, 
that we grant their requeft, m confidcration they 
think It will be a public benefit.’* 

The eftimate of the profits arifing upon the 
firft} ear’s trade of this public monopoly, which 
among other India papers was laid before the ho- 
tiourablc heufe of commons, m the year 1768, was 
greatly under rated The real re: profits on the 
firft year’s ftoek which have been aflually recen cd 
bythc concerned, down to the month of Decem- 
ber 1770, cxclufivc of then fhaics of large our- 
ftanding debts ftiU coming in, haNc been nearly as 
follow, M2 


The Rt, Hon Rob 
U Ch«e 

Willuinfin(>hcw<ll, 

Sunrer 

Ctitc(«l Catnic 
TcnCcuoroIloruod 
t«oCelonOli 
CkipU n/tn onnd 
_ jvnter at rcht>i 
9.e.i t tut colt 
FtCiori mtjoriaod 
doQati • 


KettproHleribe 

PeT[oet.Sbamt>cb ToulSbiiet fia >tir i eip tal 


1 ad 


s £ Dttrogtittjff 


50^30 
39 S 3 i > 


sf t ad £ fleiliBg 538 610 


^ The court of Eaft India diredors repeatedly, and 
^ tn the ftrongeft terms, forbade this monopol) m 
fait, bcetle-nui and tobacco , and particularly in 
their general lelici to Bengal pej the lord Camb- 

den. 



f ^33 i 

den, dated the 19th February wherein thej* 

poficlvely direfted their governor and council to 
make a formal renunciation, by fome foletnn adt 
to be entered'on their records, of all right to,tfad6 
in ihofe articles*, diredling their (aid Prefjdency to 
iranfmit fuch renunciation in form to the Kabob, 
in the Perfian language, Mith^adding thefe expieft 
words : ** Whatever government may be efta- 
bliOicd, or whatever unforef^en occurrences may 
arife, it is our refolution to prohibit, and we do 
abfolutely forbid this trade in fait, beetle-nut, and 
tobacco.” ' ' 

In all their fubfequent letters they continued to 
repeat this prohibition, giving as their fentiments, 
that fuch innovations and illegal irafiic had laid 
the foundation of all the bloodflied, mafiacres and 
confufion which had happened in Bengal. ‘ 

Upon receipt of thefe repeated orders from Eng- 
land, the right honourable prefident and the gen- 
tlemen of the fclcft committee took them again in- 
to their ferious confideraiion. However, they did 
not proceed to jiboUfli the monopoly, but deter- 
mined upon continuing it for another yearj v/IfcJy 
increafing the duties to be received upon the trade 
by the company, to fuch dh amount as might ei- 
ther fecure their confent and approbation of the ly- 
ftem from the magnitude of the fum, or their con- 
nivance at it, fo far as to prevent retrospects, from 
the tlifficulties of refunding, and cf bee?- them- 
fclves fo deeply involved in the plan. ^ 

^ As the reafons which were given fer th's corti- 
nuarion of the monopoly are no left conous ths^ 
thofe which were given fir i'scrrigmal cfiabUdi- 
ment, and will beft {peak fer Ihemf-Wcs to thy 
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telligfint rcadcr» we {hill give them at large f-oirt 
the onginal proceedings. 

** At a felect committee, held the 3d September 

iy66. 

Prefent, The right honourable lo”d Clive, pre- 
lident, brigadier general Carnac, and Harry 
Verclft, cfquire. 

After mentioning, that tie Court of directors 
had recommended to his lordlbip, to confider of a 
pUn for fettling the fait trade, his iordfhip pro- 
ceeds m his minute as follo\ s By all their let- 
ters of la(t vear, and byfeseral of this, the direc- 
tors ftill Teemed inclined to wait for our reprefenta- 
tion, but by their letter of the 19th Februaiy laff, 
by the lord Cambden, they pofitively forbid their 
fer\ants to have any Concern whatfoever in this 
trade Ac that time indeed, they could not have 
had the lead idea of the fivourable change m the 
aftirs of ihefe provinces, whereby the iniereft of 
the Nabob with regard to fait is no longer imme- 
diately concerned When firft took this im- 
portant matter into canflderatioa, Ijotned m opi- 
nion with the reft of the committee, that if the 
trade could be put upon fuch a footing, that the 
Nabob IbouM receive more than had been rcceiVi 
cd by any of his prcdcccflbfs, «.he company be 
amply confidered, the natives become purchafers 
upon terms fiill as reafonable as m former times s 
the fervants might be indulged m the pri\ ilege, 
under fuch cercam roles and reftriccions as would 
make the trade car^y with it as little as p9flible the 

odious 
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Ediousform of a monopoly, Thefo points liaving 
been fettled, 1 confented to- the plan laid down 
laft year ; my abfence from the prefldcncy, the 
multiplicity of affairs then in agitation, w()ereia 
the peace and tranquillity of the provinces, the 
intereft of the company, and the honour of the 
nation were more immediately concerned, preven- 
ted my paying that attention I could have wilhed 
fo that important object. Although bj-ihe acqui- 
fition of the Dewannee, the whole of the duties 
belong to the company, and by the diligence and 
zeal of the members of the committee of trade, 
many ufeful reformations had lalcen place, yet 
from my obfsrvations, when I was lall up the 
country, and from the heavy complaints againll 
Europeans for the monopoly of trade in general, 

' ] find that the induftrious native is Hill deprived of 
that fhare to which he has an undoubted and more 
natural’ right ; nor is it yet upon that equitable 
footingwhich juliice as well as humanity would in- 
cline this committee to ellablifh. A few weeks 
more mull bring us the final refolution of the court 
of directors, in anfwer to our difpatchcs by the ad- 
miral Stevens, and if, notwithfhinding the prefent 
fituation of their affairs, they Ihould think proper 
to repeat their orders per lord Cambden, it will be 
OOT duty to obey them, and I am petfuaded they 
_ will be obeyed by this committee : but if, on the 
contrary, upon receipt of our reprefentations, they 
fhould change their Icntiments, and approve of 
the regulations we have already made, no time 
Ihould be loll on our part in ellablifhing the mode 
for carrying on the trade in future. The conli- 
ficape which the directors have been pleafed parti. 

cular- 



[ 4« J 

■village, where the fah is Ibid, according to the dlf* 
■\ance and former cuftOrrt 

7ch That if fait be ibid al any of the hair’s 
er market! for one cowry above the flipulated 
price, the i ender lliall not only forfeit all the fafe 
there fojnd m hispolTefiidn, but, be liable to a for- 
feit of one thoufand rupees for eVery huridred 
maundS of fait fo fold ‘ dnd the money To forfeited 
Ihall go, one half to the ihformet atld orie half to 
the government 

“ 8th That the iriiriifters a^ MurfliedalSad arid 
Patna have copies fenc theni of thefe new tCgula- 
tions, and that they be ddfired to apply to the 
Nabob to riiaUe the fame known throughout thd 
three provinces , and that ever^ Fowidir, &c. 
fee that the) be ^utincJcecUiiOri, ujJon pain of fad- 
ing djfmifled from theit employments 

pth This bdfinefs being entirely commef- 
cial, 1 propofe that In the mftrurrient of agreemenc 
for next year u fhall be provided, that the focicty 
of trade be anfwerablc to the boird for thcic con- 
duit , that the board triay either make new regil- 
lations, or amend thofe made by the foCiety of 
trade, as they fte fit, and ihaci m cafe of necctlicy, 
thcTeleil committee ihall h^vepaivcr to controul 
the Whole 

loth That adu^ of 50 per cerit be paid to 
the company dpoh all tbit fait provided On their 
Own lands, and 50 per cent to the govemmenc 
upon all the fait provided upon the linds of the 
government, and 15 percent Upon beetle which 
duties will in fift be brought to the company's 
credit, which, acco-dmgto the prefentftate of the 
L 1 1 fait 
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trade wiil produce lie companj from 1 2 to 13 
lacks of rupees per annum. • 

“ 1 he prohibition of a free Inland trade, how- 
c\cr difa^rccal'Ie to individuals, mull now. take 
place, ard be confined to imports and exports, and 
il.cir immediate icturns, sshlch returns Iball be 
made only to the ptcftdcncy, or to one or other of 
'the enablinied fadlorUs. 7 he company arc fovc- 
^reigns in India; and they have decUre<l, that the 
.trade carried on for thefc four j ears paft is an irfur- 
’pation, not only cf ibclr prerogatUe, but of the 
privileges of the natives, and repugnant to the ex* 
prefs ard repeated ordcisof the court of dlredlors. 
'I he indulgence however in the trade of Talc upon 
thcfootlngl hope it will be now eflabllihcd, fhould 
'in my opinion, ‘obviate ail complaints, fince ic 
feems to he the moft equitable modus between the 
company and thetr fervants, and at the fame time 
‘a diftributlon of naiuml right to the people of the 
country. Confidering that the late great advan- 
tages of unlimited trade are cut ofi, 1 cannot ima- 
gine the court of direflors will deny their fervants 
this fliarc of benefit, asarecompenfefor ihcircare 
and afliflance in the management of the important 
‘concerns’ of thefc pibvinccs On the other hand, 
I \\ould have the lervants look, upon thefe cmolu-^ 
ments as a gif: from the hands of their employers, 
offered to them annually in reward of their fidelity ; 
and which will certainly be with-held from them, 
^if ever their avsihorliy ftvould be refitted, and dif- 
content and rapacity take place of gratitude and 
‘moderation,*’ 

His lordlblp^s minute being read and maturely 
' confidertd, iheiegulaiioni therein fpeclficd arc un- 
anlmoufly approved.** 


The 
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, The capita! flock ‘for the fecond year was di- 
vided into fixty fhares, and amounted to current 
rup.ees 2,4.00,000, or, at 26 pence per rupee, 
260,000’ pounds fterlmg. And the profits which 
have actually accrued upon this fecond year’s ca- 
pital, and been received hy the proprietors upon 
their re^eftive fliares, down to the month of De- 
cember 1770, exclufive of balances ftill out-ftaid- 
ing, are as follow, viz. > 

^ ‘ ' Shares ‘ £• t. d. 

OnthcRt.hnn. Id. Clive’s 5 - '16,6^6 5 O/ 

■W.BrightwellSumncrjCfq; 

J his - - 3 - 9,993 15 o 

Brigadier gen. Catnac’s 3 9>993 15 o 

The reft of the fervants ,49 • ,163,231 5 o* 

60 ; X’ ^99>^75 o' o 

' The reader will doubtlefs have obferved in the 
former part of this account, that an authority* for 
eftabUfhing this jnonopoly was pj-ctended to have 
been received fron} the Nabob, and that his inter- 
eft, 'or that qfthe country government, was to be 
properly attended to,"^ particularly as cxprefTcd irf 
the proceedings of the lOthAuguft 1765, by con- 
lidcrtng him cithe^ a proprietor, or by an an^ 
jiual prefent, to be computed upon infptSnng a 
ftaiement of his duties on fait in former years.' 
Noiwuhftanding which, |n the 8th and loth arti- 
cles agreed to in the felcil committee of the 3d 
September 1766, we find the* Nabob’s officers 
throughout the three provinces, were to be dif- 
, ‘ Lila • ‘ ' miflcd 
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rnlffed from their emp]o)nicnls, in csfe the) did 
not carry mto execution the regulations rcloUcd 
on bj the committee and we are told, that the 
duties cftablithcd upon this trade in the Nabob’s 
pamewpuld, m fait, be brought to the c-cdit of 
the copipany, as being the iovereigns in India 
Coniraaiftions of this nature will be frequently ob- 
ier\ed in the courle of thefe Jhcet*', as well in the 
proceedings of the dtredlois, as in ihofe of their 
Icrvants abroad, fmee the farce of their double go- 
verrment commenced , for it is a difticul: thing 
confidently to fupport a falfity, or fidlion, through 
a vane'ty of circupifianccs at dilTcrent and dsilant 
periods of time. 

Many and various were the opprfnjonscxe”Cjre 4 
in the conducting of both the public and pnsate 
monopolies, of w hich we arc now treaung toenu» 
fiierate them would Be a difagreeable and tedious, 
if notan cndlcfs talk f ncvenhelefs in fupport of 
the truth of this aficriicn, we will bricfiy mention 
afew circumfiances 

In the 6th and yih articles of the regulations 
cfiablifhcd by the feleft coromutee, in their proi 
ceedings of the 3d September 1766, it is ordained^ 
that the fait of the f^cond jear’s monopoly fhould 
be fold at certain prices, jo be fixed at c\ery town 
or village, and that if anj of the persons who weri 
purchalcrs of t|ic comniiitec’s fait, should fell any 
wt iho^'s mail els for one cowry aboieth- dipuhied 
price, the lender fhould not only forfeit all the 
jalt fruul m las pofieflion th*-rc, but be liable to d 
forfeit of one ihoufind rupees forciery hundred 
paui ds of fait fo fold , and the fait money fo for- 
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felted {hould go, one half to the informer^ and one 
half to the government 

• In confequence ot this regulation, many mer- 
chants were fined m a yerjr arbitraty manner, par- 
ticularly fome of the principal blade merchants of 
Calcutta, as 'loobcrambyfack, Mo-idundufc and 
others, who had purchafed of tl^e comraittee fait to 
a very large amount^ and were accufed of having 
Ibid at above the prefcribcd price 1 he feled: 
committee, in the fumniary way adopted by them- 
-felves, without any judicial form, or procels what- 
ever, colleded among ihefe merchants to the a- 
mount of fome ihoufinds of pounds, vhichwere 
faid to have been appropriated in as arbitrary a 
manner to the eredmgof the court houfe,’a pub- 
lic buildmg in Calcutta 

Upon the efiabldliment of the private copart- 
nerlhip, pr fociet\, of the gentlemen of the com- 
mittee among themfel/es, there was an Armenian 
merchant, named Parlecl. Arratoon, who had a- 
boutao.ood maunds of fait lying in wirehoufes, 
upon the borders of the Rungpore and Dinagepore 
provinces 1 he Armenian, ftnfibie, as well as 
the gentlemen of the committee, that the price of 
fait would life, ordered ^is comaftah to fallen up 
his warehoufes, and not to fill As rhe retailing 
of this fait in thole parts might hurt the partner- 
fmp’s fajes, 11 was thought expedient at any rate, 
ifpoffibk, to get poUlihon of It Upon Allure of 
the artifices which were practifed to induce the 
gomafi^h lo fell it, the Armer^ian merchant’s ware- 
houles were brul,.e open, ih'* fait forcibly taken 
out and weighed oB*, and a fum of money, efiima- 
5ed to be the price of it, was forced upon th- 

: trend’s 
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enian’s gomsftah, on his rcfufing to receive it, 
.ich are the facts fw'orn to in the depofitions of 
veral \vitncfles, upon an action, or bill of com- 
aint filed in the mayor’s court of Calcutta, the 
5th September 1767, by Parfeek Arratoon, 
aintlff, agamft the gomaftahs, or agents of 
lelT. Verelil ar^d Sjkes, for current rupees 
3,43-2^. -And if the proceedings of the mayorV 
lurc have been tranfmltted home with the lame 
inctual regularity as formerly, there muft be fuf- 
aent proof of thefe facts among the records now 
Leadcn-hall-ftreet. 

Having laid before the reader an account of. 
hat have been the actual and reahfed profits of 
c two*ycars trade of this grand monopoly, we 
ill now endeavour to fliew, at one view, the 
nount of what the natives may be jufily faid to 
ve been fie^ced of m that fpace of time, not- 
ithdanding the pious profedloos of the felect 
mmlttee, that they 0 iou !5 be fupphed as reafon- 
ily as before* 

: imaancer tkc CJpicil {tr>«k empioTca 
hefirll year, ii euricne tupeu, t 4*2 333 
I 4 or, at It. td per C ^ fltrl tSi,4io 0 e 

no, C f 400,000 at Oo sdyeai > s6o 000 o a ^ 


profit, n* 

1 t!ie Jtt Hon LotdClive’a 
t rhatet, the firll year • > si,i{9 4 9 
lie, id year — ~ 5 o 


I Will ana E ighiwfit Sum 
afr, Eiq hi ilree Iharei, 
hefirnycir — — — — if 707 7* « 
tie, ad year — 9 593 e 


I Crucial Ca nae 1 3 Iharei, ' 
ibcfirayeic it 707 10 o 

no, td year — — 999313 ® 


1 ) 

37*35 9 • 
t 

«i,70i 3 * 

at 701 s o. 


Cimcdferward £3137 19 o 3711-® 
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* BrouglitoveT &£|137 19 o j39,43« 

■On t!ie of tbe Compsny’t ^ 

^ fervantj 45 1 3d fhaieiithe 

fi:ll )fjr — — 19*4<»4 *6 o 

Dino, 49(h9res> 2d }ear —163*31 3 o 

SSS *56 1 o 

. = 4 38 494 

Total of tfiefirtlcoR and profit for two years — — 1)60914 

Extraotddsary dui ts to be pa d an two years to the \abob| 
the country goverrament, or the Engl fta compsoy, wh ch 
foever the reader pleafeiio ealitt, t6 laeVt, at *s id per 
cutreot rupee — • ■ s 3 t, 6 £S' 

ExlraoTdinary ebargrt beyond tbc common coutfe bf the 
iradci townich tbc commutee vrai expofed from ibe em 
ployment of European igeots *nd other csufcai eRimatef • 

at lea ft at 6 laeVi, or — < ■ ■ Csfioo 

Ouidaedtcig debts on the two years trader which hive been 

or Will be recovered by the influenee of ihi countty go« ^ 

vetntnet t cflimatedr to t) e time of the above catculaiion 

efprohj, usoUcki, or — ■' *«• 33H 

Toal received rtoniheoaiives - ■ 9*3 

Oedufti 

coft of thofe cemtoodieiet for twd years £ 31:4*0 
Allowance for what the ptofi a would have betn 
jn the uluil and fait way of lisde» as prsAi 
fed when the mouopoly took place at 30 pet^ ^ 

cent — J56-ja6 

'Duties wbieh mighthave been collfAed tn the t 

tafual manner on this trade, m the Hate n then 
wal fortwoyeatt* we wilt make a large 
allowance tn the fuRi of ■ (0|0ob 

To this inuft be added what was fepaiaiely 
ganed by the under tnonbpolizrr s who, 
agreeably to the reguiittors, pitrchared fait, 
in il e gtofs from the commytee, be ng 
ch ft V banyans of the gratlenicn ibemfelves, 
and who Iranrported 11 to and retailed K in 
the inland country The net proR t under 
this head may be juftly efumated, upon fait 
and beetle nut, at Jeati at Is Jacks, oi — ^ 130,000 



AtiGng on the public monopoly • jjg ^6y 

To which mufc he added the concents of the fCpari e pn* 

Vate fociety, among the gcniUmra «( the felcft comm tee, 
altcady mnutioned, as far only at has come <0 pubi c 
koowledge, vu 

Canled forward 83914600 « 336*67 
Oct 
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■ Bfcnghi o»er ^5^146 o « 

effnetipt »* tiieo roifee pf hf rte Right Honouf»b!e 
Loxi Clive . of 497,001 Mtundi, 

And of one otber, ■■ . ■ 40,000 

^ Mvondi, jf37,oof. ‘tJpofiwVch 

, we miyjifelj s]tow ifie g*ni>emen to Kave giiucd, at the 
lowelt cflimauon, a cTtar piofit of two cuueni rupees per 
causd, isakuig j, 074)001 rtfpee*, at tt.<d< — iiC.ijo 

A. 6731*7 

13y this eftirriate^ which we hope will be allow- 
ed very juft by all perlbns acquainted with the 
Ijranch ot which we treat; it appear?, that upon 
the trade of two years there has been to the amouifc 
of fix hundred ind feven^-three thoufand one 
hundred and feventeed pounds' fteVilng collected 
for the benefit of about fixty fierfohs; from the ntfi 
tires In general, upon this Tingle rhor.opoly of what 
arc coniidered thdre to be all necelTaries of lifif, 
fand the moft, material one is actually TucK in all 
countries) more than they' would hare paid for the 
fame, had the trade continued open and free to alt 
who paid the eftablilhed duties.' 

In a country where the nature of commerce is 
fo well uhderftood, it, mud be nccdlcfs to fwell this 
account, already too long, with.fuch inferences, 
drawn from the facts h?r5 Ui3 before the public, 
as muft appear obrlous to crery one at the firft 
view. Every merchant svill agree with us in one 
general concliifion, that fueb.a monopoly muft 
have been in the higheft degree injurious to the 
:*populaiion and manufaciurcs of the country; ?nd 
•we will venture to aflcit, that, above all others, 
it has principally contributed to that deceafe of 
trade* -and the ciiftrcfs under which Bengal has la- 
, ’ boured 


Bou?ed <lvcr'.fitice-thc cftdbUflirntiit of^this moho- -'- 
poly. ! • *' ■'■t!;'..- ■ , 

, • We had almoft . forgot,- before vvc difniificd.tbis 
head of our fubjedli jo.pul the reader in poffeffioa 
bf a key fo*x, ihe undetftandiog of fuch paits'bf the 
prpceedlngs of the cornmitttes-hcreiri taken notice ‘ 
.of, as were dalcuiactd id evade the carrying Into 
.e.xecution of the orders of- the Jiall India directors - 
refpet^mg this trade. - . ■ ' • . ' ’ 

- .isoon'afjcr ihe^^ftabliihmenc of the monopoly, 
.the right' honourable lord'CIivc and the gentlemen 
of^thd cdmmittecs and' council fapprchrnfivc that 
.they Ihould. not recetve the approbirion'of the di- 
redtors.of the corhpany'fof inis eftabliihment/cn-’ ^ 
jrered Ifttd -an id'dencurei dr boad. bf'indcm’iity' to. 
each.other, by which they' engaged,' .under'a coh- ] 
.fidcrable penalty; That'** proyid^ any order dr’ . 
*.dir.e£tion .IhouU .iflvie or be made by ths' faid court 
.ofMirsiaois in Englarid,' tKereby' ofderiDg' and di- 
recting thefaid excUifive idlnf trade add ■metchan-i 
.dize.io be diflblved df-puc tdari'end;^dr*^cliat’mighc 
hinder and'ftop .the carrying’ on' itie fa'mc/ or con- 
tain any thing contrary' toih’eifVeguiauons; 'they, 
.the .fald 'lighc-honoufable lord.Clive.^^c.'metabsrs, ' 
‘of- the comrniiices’.anU'cour^il, 'fltbuld'and would,' 
-noiwichftanding any iuch'ordcr'.or tUrefiren',- keep 
'upi continue and chforcci’ or,'caufe'to be kept up, 
continued and enforced; 'the' laid excluSve joint- 
Irade and.merchandizer*’ ' ‘ 

,» ’After, cdulidering die farces of the Dewanne’s 
and the latV-ireatiesi wUh -the' .Nabob’s of Bengal, 
^hc prOfeflidns' of the moft implicit obedience to 
-the orders ofthe court 6f/Iiaft-lhdiadiir£tors,’ and' 
.efattchdpn'io. the 'inrcre'fts of-the Nabob- and the 
o-.oj [ Ivimm 'welfare- 
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welfare of the native inhabitants, as made life of 
in the proceedings of the fccrct committees herein- 
mentioned, and comparing thofe profcHlons with 
the fatfls \\c have taken notice of, and particularly 
with the farce eahibltcd on the ill Oilober 1766, 
in the m3yor*s court of Calcutta. It mufl: appear* 
toa fcnfible mind, that the whole fyflem of the go- 
vernment of Bengal at this period \\ as in reality no 
'■other than one continued fccnc of impofition upon 
the public, under ibunding' phrafes and pompous 
appearances : perhaps more ridiculous than any- 
thing that has been' held up under the veil of poli- 
tics, and even exceeding any thing exhibited on 
the theatre of falfe religion. 

' It is evident by the new regulations of his lord* 

' (hip’s and hlsfccrec committee, that they were cal- 
culated for the private emolument of thefe arbi- 
tr.'iry rulers of the provinces-of Bengal, Bahar and> 
Ori^a I regardlefs of the inftruflions of their madera 
in England, initead of correfting the abufes they 
^ were fent to reform, they multiplied them, and in- 
tailed an eternal difgracc on the Britifli name in 
IndoKan, TheJlgncminious fubjeftion in which 
' they kept the' princes of the -country, the impoli- 
' tica! treaties ihey mad's to aggrandize the power of 
others,' who may fomc day prove formidable ene- 
' mtes to the company, and make them repent of 
, their alarming'encroachments : theunjudand cruel 
proferiptions Of their own countiy men, the pub- 
' lie injuries offered to the natives,' their monopolies 
and malverfations will make ^the abetters of thefe 
odious meafures with all their ill gotten wealth and 
the fcnatorial dignity they have contrived to obtain, 
the objects of fcora and contempt to the impartial 
*. pi^b!ic 
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pubHc. One cinnot refrain from mdlgrmion in 
fecln:^ the very tooli of thefc la's left opprefiions, 
atid the vUc mdruraents of their extortion*, folicit 
at this very time anJ likely to obtain prcndcncici 
and governments of the higheft tnill and impor- 
ance, in ihst very p:ntnfulj, which they have madt 
before a fccnc of plundcrand defoUtion, an J where 
they wiih to return by the fame motive of rapaci- 
oufnefs and avarice. 

Lord Chve lived in llcngal,‘with all tho pomp 
and fplendor of an cadefn potentate, , He difplay- 
ed where ever he went the ollcntaiious pageantry 
of an Afialic fovereign t hUiulc and decorations 
in linking the natives with awe, who faw him exert 
without controul a difUtorial authority over the 
company’s fcitlemcnu* AmongH his weighty and 
momentary regulations, he indulged himlclt now 
• and (hen with the relaxation of tranCenc amours. 
He thought his rank, bis fortune and hit power, 
were furc to^oaquer the women, with the fame 
facility that he ruled over the company’s fervantSi 
efiectiycly he ‘found fever?! ladies of cafy virtue, 
who, Ilkp other commodities, came readily into 
the fcheme of his monopolies, and compofed the 
•Jiiile feraglio of this fortunate Omrah. Not faiisfi- 
cd with the enjoyment of charms fo eafily pur- 
chafed, he aimed at conqueds more difTicult, which 
he confequendy. thought snore glorious. ' A mod 
'amiable woman, of .a rcfpectable character, now 
in England, attracted his acicntion, and ftimulatcd 
his defircs. He knew the approaches w’cre to be ‘ 
.made with precaution and fecrccy,,on account of 
jhe lady’s fpotlcjs fame and her friends credit and 
‘honourable way of hying. Qop of.the young fer- 
» ' Wtnt 
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vants of the company. Ins lordfiiip’s faithful agent 
in love affairs, was charged with this amorous nt 
gotiation The lady, uho is ftnfible and uittV, 
ton the hrft m inialion of his lordfhip’s refpectful 
admiration for her endearing accompiilhm"rit^, 
turned infto j-idicule the audreffes oi tne nubic lord, 
iind the fuggeltions of his plcripo 
" The fprtghthnefs and good humour of the ladt , 
who imagii ed the bert way to difcourate fuch aij 
improper addref*:, was railler) , often moro mort if) - 
ipg to a iuitor, than anger and indignation gave 
itill to her noble adfnirerfoTic oirtanthopt.s of tri- 
umphing fcfuples ahd dehcncies which his >«- 
"hity did not permit h m to coafirue into an abfo- 
lute denial 

^ One biorning Ihc found upon her toiler, the fol- 
lowing letter, in the oriental (lile, fuppofed tohave 
fceen placed there by fome of her fervants, gained 
by the Ihillfiil agent it swas an. allegory to nobld 
lover’s exploits and exaggerated paflions exprefied 
sn the following ter/ns - r f ' , 

Zadi, nobly defpifing the blandilhm-nts of 
fortune, ih the commer cal profeflion, tn which he 
had be*n defigned. with an actii'Bigenlus and na- 
tural talento for war, entered fpontaneouny the d 
luftrious career of heroes and of ihele benefactors of 
-mankindwhohaiing fubducdibsereignsand nations, 
give peace -nd happinefs to the \ nqmfiitd The 
fruit of his firft atchiicirtents tn jhe field, w s the 
cohquCft of s fertile province , he n-xt wrclled 
from the hands of awtrlike ard povrerful enemy, 
an important fortre'<, which freured hiS nevr ap- 
quifitions, the ftrorg bulwoik of a pelt) t)ranr, 

whofp 
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^v-hofc hoftHc-accts nnnojed the cotnfnerie of'EU- 
rope and Afia, yielded to the victorious troops lead 
By Zadi, who loon revenged the barbarous death 
of his countrymen^ by retaking the place, which 
had been the horrid Icene of a (avage prince’s mcr- 
cilefs perfidy; having routed the formidable army 
of this cruel deipot and-dethroned him he bt"^ 
flowed kingdoms, phich he had no ambition to 
gain for himfelf; this bccometarbiier of the eaft 
and the fame of Zadi's victory having reached froni 
the Ganges to the weltern boundaries of Europe 
he returned to his native land, where after he had 
■the'fjtisfacfipn of feeing his fervices publickly ac- 
knowledged by thofc, .whom he had made the fo'- 
ycreignS of a rich peninfula, and rewarded bya 
beneficent monarch, lie generoufiy forfook all the 
advantages of a fplcndid fortune, acquired -by hij 
yabW and conduct, to reftorc unfortunate pr/neet 
;o their hereditary dominions, and to eftablilh a 
lading and glorjous peace m thefe eaftem regions! 
.vrhere he had fo often gathered laurels. - But after 
all thefe memorable deeds, 
beftowed upon ,Zady who atchieved them; love 
that pafiion of noble fouls, 'has fupeffeded all the 
^piring thoughts of ambition. ' Zadi has ifeen 
Wirza, and fince he 'beheld her angelip ’face has 
not enjoyed a moment of repofe and-ha^iWli: 
Though perhaps his fortune* apd reputation dnight 
have influenced in Europe and Afia, feveralilir 
pung women to bellow or,, him, the moftlnde^,' 
•jngm,arksof their affection, he has not v r r' 
•thought otfigh left forithem; the deir ' W' 
-IVIirza fills the whole) capacity of hh 
fieatj and his foul. 5^ 

sad 
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bnd could Zadi flatter htmfelf to And this irrenfli* 
blc charmer propitious to hisx'ous, he would think 
Mmfelf the moft happy of the creation to lay at her 
feet, andher difpofal, all the wealth and grandeur 
he is poflefled of. He fliall not reft till he knows 
the ultimate refolulion of the faireft under the fun. 
And asafrate of fufpenfc and uncerrainty in love 
is perplexing beyond defcripiinn, Zadi entreats 
the admirable Mvraa to favour his tropatience with 
ananfwer. May gracious hfcaven infpirc her fore- 
flore to his diftracted foul its former tranquility 
Leave the anfwer, where jbu find this indirect de- 
claration ; it will come fate into Zadi’s hands/' 
The lady having perufed with great attention, 
this panegyric of Zadi, and that incoherent flulf 
of vanity and love, did hefitate a long while, before 
Ihe took the refolunon to anfwer it. She eafliy 
guelTed the author, and though flie (l>d not think 
proper to make any entity to know how Zadi's 
aiFcfiing tale"^ had bccn^iniroduced into her bed- 
chamber, fhe naturjtUy thought the agent had con- 
trived to bribe fome of her female attendants. In 
order to bend of Zadt's importunities, and that he 
ihould not attribute her filchce to a favourable dif- 
po/ition foM ards him, which rriodefly did not allow 
ier to manifpfl.’ She piade the following fpinted 
anfwer: * ' 

** Mirza born'pf honed, and induflnous and 
creditable parents, and brat^ht up under their eyes 
in the invariable meiruresbrtrrtui, ‘would not have 
saken the trouble of anfwcring Zadi’s oriental hy- 
perbole, how^ever ex^ltnl his datlon may be, had 
ihe been certain, he would have interpreted her 
iUence? as the cpntempt flie holds ip -his alTurancc 
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his -prefiimption. She has ho afpirihg VlewSj 
cfpeciany of ihe difhonourable hind, beyond the 
incrcanulc pTofeffion of het father, and fcoras the 
allurements of fortune acquired by plunder and dc- 
vaftation, when affixed tofeduce innocence, and 
fully an untainted reputation. If Zadi’s active gc- 
iiius and talents for war,, can no longer Ihinc ia 
Ihe 6eld, let him encourage the arts of peace, and 
reftore in a paci6c adminiltration peace and plenty 
to diftreflH millions. /True heroes indeed, (hould 
be the friends, not the deftructofs of the human 
race : ifZadi will appear in that light lo the pre- 
fent generation and to pofterity, he muft I believe 
■write jbimftlf the lu(lory-.of his boafted exploits. 
Dafxardly fovereigns have been fubdued and 
throned by fwud and injdftice, and their miferable 
fubjccts oppreffied by rdercilcfs ravagers, give 
them now .the mohopoli:iitd products of their own 
country. , Mirza ffiall noi attempt to follow Zadi 
through dreadful fcencs df carnage and dcfolaiion, 
of tyrants depofed and others fubftituted in their 
place. If his fame in Europe and Afia is juftly ac- 
quired, and his vrarhke exploits have been exerted 
. in fopport of the rights of mankind, ,no:Xugg€fted 
by ambition and avarice, jime will fhew. As for 
titles and honours, they^arc'fo often beffoWed on 
the unworthy, ihit they cannot be pronounced the 
rewards of true meric and honour. May Zadl 
convince the Indians bj’his^difintcreflednels and > 
humanity, thathe came to protect, not to oppre& 

• them. If they enjoy a. teenpoeaxy peajcev thty ex- ** 
perience all the horrors of famine and lawlefs ex- 
tortion. „Lct Zadl reft hirofclf under the (hade of 
his laurels, aad not aim at the difgrace and infamy 



I 4r- 3 

Cf ferpfctablc • Tnicsnd fcmtrnsntaribrs’^ 

is indeed the pa^on of nible foul*!, not that bruiai 
inftinct which would feem free to unlawful dytng 
innocence and virtue. Miraa wifhes ^di may en-^ 
joy his ufual repofe, and injure no more a perfon; 
whofe conduct deferves hU rcfpwct. She leaves to 
the daughters of proftitution to be dazzled by Zadi’s 
fortune and fplendof, and heartily dcfpilcs Zadl 
and his offers *' ’ . * 

This anfwer put an end to the noble lord’s cor- 
rcfpondence, which he never after ^ attempted 
to renew, This allegorical declaration of love,' 
and the lady’s anfwcf, have been given to me by • 
one of her intimate friends, and with her know- 
ledge. T his liappencd in the beginning of the 
year t766; if the reader has any doubt aboot the 
authority of both, the lady who now lives in the 
parilh of St. George, Hanovcr-fquarc, wouM if 
ncccfiary, commifTiun her frUnd to afiert, that this 
IS an exact copy of the original letters. 

The pleafur.s of lord Clive were agreeably va- 
ried, by the t nchant ng pro<'pect of returning 
home V. iih a prinrcly fortune; the cries of thcop-t 
prclTrd, who had ex|)«rienced all the calamities of 
war and famine, with ^he accumulated diftrefs of 
being unable to purchafethe mocopolifed articles 
becQTTx necelTar)' in that climtte, would heve foft-i 
mad hoarcs that were not truly calloos'to all the 
lender emotions of compaflioo and hamanity. It 
may be truly faid, that Calcutta was the feat cf the 
impirc of Indollan, where the mbitrary and un- 
:ontrouled fervants of a commercial company ru- 
led with an Iron rod over the nomiiul fovcrcigns of 
‘ • . ilicir 
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tiwrir creation, and their forfaken and diftracted ^ 
iubjects. 1 adniire his lordlhip’s declaration rela- 
tive to 'the miftruft he profefled of 'the faithlefs 
inufiulmen, who-^AViU always look, upon the ag- 
grandvferrtent of the company with a jealous eye. 
What opinion tnuft have thefe princes whom wc 
ftamp with the appeUatJOrt and charadler of infidels, 
to fee thenifelves kept in the moft humiliating fub- 
jedtion, by a fei of rapacious adventurers, the out- 
Caft of a natldti, whd by dirtt of entreaties and fub- 
miffion, had obtained from their prcdeceflbrs, fomd 
inlignificant faftorles in their dominions. Could 
Jhey have fofefeen the confequcnccs 'of thefe im- 
political conceflions, to a focicty has derived 
their opulence and grandeur frota the iniqultoiis 
fyftem of avarice and monopoly, they frould fioc‘ 
lament their folly and credulity. It is not their 
pretended perfidy, ‘but their kiiidnefs and their 
hoCpitahty, that havCfcmb'jldertcd thefe freebooter^ 
to make a defart of the rich peninfuil ot Indus, to 
trample under foot all the divine .and human laws 
and to violate with impunity the ihoft faCred rights 
' bf mankind, in exhibiting tHc ittoll Ihocking feenc 
o{ hurOpeari injufticeizxld barBarily, It is high 
time indeed that government tfhould fheW td the 
Afiatics, that however 'tomeTriptible and odious 
the Eng\i{hname has been reildered by fome indi- 
viduals, it becomes the national honour tef convince 
them of our moderation * afld eqilicy. We cannot 
fuppofe the infatuation of the princes of Indolhr 
Will continue for ever : ihfcy have bxpcnenced the 
fatal eflefls of -their diflentions j they ha(*c peri 
fceived that. the Englilh, notwithflanding the md- 
tlifeft advantages of their flrill in arms and thrii 
N n n dtkJ 
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difcipilne, could never have conquered a popu- 
lous empire, and given law to that part of the 
Eaft, without the aOiftance of the natives • they 
are become ftnfible that their fubjefts might be 
trained to the European art of war, and that a re- 
volution ’which fhould reftorc them to their for- 
mer power and independence, may fttll be efiec- 
ted, provided they aft in concert with vigour and 
rcfolution. Unleis a formidable {landing army,’ 
maintained at a great expence, keep them in awe, 
and fecurc the company’s acquifitions, I dare fay 
this cvcqt is nearer than we arc aware of. ‘ The 
Dutch, our rivals in trade, who have till lately 
engroHed to^ themfclves, the moft valuable com- 
merce of the Eaft, and enjoyed an undisputed lb- 
vereignty in the iflesofthc Indoftan {ea, would no 
doubt, fervewlth eagernefs, the firft opportuni- 
ty of aftlfting indireflly, if not openly, the princes 
of Indollan, in extirpating their Engllfh oppreflbrf. 
Now that the French and Danes have declared the 
trade of the Eaft Indies indifcriminaiely free and 
open to the fubjcdls of both thefe, monarchies, a 
number of adventurers enticed by th'e flattering 
hopes of making a rapid fortune in thefe diftant 
regions, will coniinuaKy emigrate thither, and if 
the territories of their fetilement are not extenfive 
enough to provide for the convenience of thefe 
emigrants, or to fatisfy their avarice, they will 
feekfor an afylum in’the dominions of the neigh- 
bouring princes ; offer them their fervices and af- 
fiftancc in modelling their armies, and exert ihem- 
feWes with courage and aSivity in rclculng their 
munificent benefafiors from the Englilh yoke. 
It cannot be fuppofed that the French, who have 
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loll: their cold and barren empire In America, ^vill 
not once more turn their ambitious views towards 
fthat part of the globe, from which the richeft ma- 
terials of European commerce are drawn. I dare 
fay, their hoftile mrafion of the pcninfula within 
the Ganges, will be the 6rft ftroke of their reftlefs 
ambition and policy. A numerous army will 
rendezvous at the ides of Bourbon and Mauriuas, 
before we are aware of their defigns and prepar- 
ations They will perhspi appear at fiift irt the 
deceitful charadeis of auxllanes to the Injured 
AHatic princes, and throw off the maik after- 
wards, as principals in the quarrel, and the af- 
pirlng conquerors of their rivals' territories. As 
for the Danes, their fettlement In the kingdom of 
Tanjore, infignificant as it feems, may become in 
the hands of a formidable enemy, a plate of arms 
of great importance, to carry on their military o- 
perations in the Carnatic., They hate and fear the 
Enghth,' whom they confider as overbearing u- 
furpers. Nothing can dlfconcert the meafures of 
the French and baffle their attempts, than annex- 
ing thefc territorial acquifitions to the Englifii 
diadem, and keeping their a military force, not of 
plunderers, but of his Majcfty*s troops, command- 
ed by officers of honour and experience. This is 
wlnt the French have been afraid of ever fince ad- 
mmiftration.has intimated their defigns of uniting* 
to the dominions of the fbvereign thefe Afiatic 
conquefts. As a company, I repeat it, it is im- 
polhble in the prefent fiaic of things, 'thar this em-^ 
pire (Ixould remain long fubject to it ; and it is 
not likely to thrive, when governed by the fame 
petty tyrants who liaye ruined and devafted it 

AVhilfc* 



i: 456 1 

Whilft lord Clive vras in India, violent dlfputea 
happened between the proprietors of India Stock, 
and the directors , occalioned by the former fup- 
pofing that an incrcafe of dividend fhould be made 
adequate to the great opulence of the company at 
that time j owing to their great acquifitlons in the 
Eaft Indies. This the directors ftienuouQy oppo- 
fed, foon after u was rumoured that the g;overn- 
ment intended to interfere in Tome manner in the 
difpofiiion of the company’s affairs At firft, this 
report obtained but little credit, till a few days 
before thy meeting of the general court, a meflage 
y/as actually received by the directors from the mi- 
nillry. informing them “ that as the affairs of the 
Eaft India company bad been mentioned in parlla- 
xneni laft feftion, it was very probable they might 
be taken into confideration again ; therefore, ft’om 
the regard they had for the wdlfare of the com- 
pany, and that they might have time to prepare 
jhcir papers foe that occahon, they informed them 
that thefe affairs fhould be difculTed at the nieeting 
of the parhjiment.” 

Accordingly in the beginning of the next feflion, 
a committee was appointed to examine Into the 
ftate and condition of the company, and fometime 
' after it was ordered, that copies of the company’s 
pharters, their treaties with and grants from the 
tountry powers; together v,iih their letters and 
correfpondence, to aijd from their fervants in India ; 
the ftate of their revenues in Bengal, Bahar and 
(Drlffii, and other places, fhould all be laid before 
the houfe,, alfo an account of all expences incurred 
by government on the company’s account, in the 
naval, military and every other department. Art. 

‘ ' » • * i > • ' nr- 
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ptder was tK&n - given ‘for printing {lie Eaftlndii 
papers ; upon which the court of directors prefer^ ' 
red a petition/ fliewfng the great injury U \youid 
be to the company, and the many ill confequenccs 
that would probably attend the. ‘ publishing the 
private correspondence between themand their fcr«' 
vants. 'In eorjfequence of.- this petition,* a' motion 
being made to/aifeharge the order a' debate en- 
fued ; but It was 'at laft agreed that the private 
correfpondchce Should hot, Be printed. . ■ • ' • 

Among the fevcral queftions which arofe during 
the couifc' of this enquiry, was tHc right of the 
■company to 'their' territorial acquifitions.? it was 
argued that they had no right by their, charter, to 
to any conquefc /that fuch porTcfTions in the hands 
of a trading corporation were improper and dange- 
rous'.} and that if it .were even ^ legally and politi- 
cally right that they Ihould' hold thofe’territories, 
yef the yafe expcnditpftf of government,- in the 
^rotcdlion of that company,’ gave ’it a fair and e- 
quiiable* title, 'tb the * revenues arifing from the 
conquefes^ Bu/thqfc'who' in’amtained the rights 
of the compatiy-, -kerned that the crown had made 
any refervation of. fuch- ‘acquifitions ;as. had been* 
made by it that it was a* dangerous infringement 
bn property and public faith to'quefuon .them, as.' 
the company had .pufchaled fits charters from the 
public, and that they; were’ confirmed by act of 
parliament. That if the crown had any right to 
the’ pofTefiions of that body, in- India, the courts « 
were open for the trial ofthat claim': 'tfiat the houfe 
of commons was not by'-the confiinitipn,* rhe-in-. 
refpreter of the laws or the decider of legal rights 
chat itwouid“bc'bf.the moft fatal confbquences 'to ' 
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trie liberties of Great Britain if c\er they fiiould 
slTume it that as to the equitable right pretended 
fro-n the cxpenccs of government, the company 
flood as fair in that light of the crown, they having 
expended much greater lums m acquiring the dif 
puted territories and revenues 

Afterwardsa petition was prefented by the com- 
pany to parliament, containing two fets of propo- 
ials for a temporary agreement, which was to lafe 
for three years By the 6rft the government was 
Jo grant the company fomc advantages with ref- 
pcctio the inland duties, on thetrtcas, and a draw- 
back on the exportation of them to Ireland and the 
colonies, and fome others refpecting raw iilk, cal- 
Jicoes, muflms, the rccrumng fervice and the mi 
litary ftores. That ift return after deducting four 
hundred thoufand pounds, in lieu of the company’s 
former commercial profits, the neat produce of all 
the remaining revenues and trade, after deducting 
all charges, were to be equally divided between 
the government and the company , provided that 
ihe company’s property, in the new acquifitions 
continued for three years By the fecond propo 
fels, the company oncred, upon the fame terms, to 
pay the fpecific fum qf four hundred thoufand 
pounds per annum, for three years by half yearly 
payments . and to indemnify the pub! c for any lofs 
the revenue might beat by granting the advan 
tages which they required m the tea trade, of the 
advanced confumption of it, tal cn at an avetage of 
* five years, did notanfwcrtbe end 

Thcfe lafl propofals were accepted by the houfe, 
with the difference only, that the agreement was 
Jipuied to two inftead of three years, and a bill was 

after- 
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afterwards pafled oa tKefc terms. TKc dividend 
of the company was alfo regulated by another bill 
which ordered that no dividend Ihould be made, 
but in purfuance of a vote carried by ballot, in a 
general court fummoned for the ^purpofe feveii 
days before, nor any incrcafe of dividend beyodd 
ten per cent.,^ . ' 

Wc cannoVat this prefent junfture pafs unno- 
ticed the great abiUties and eminent fcrvlccs of 
noble lord, recently appointed to the government 
and prehdency of Fort bt. George ; he deferves in 
every refpefl: an honourable mention, amongft the 
few governors and commanders» whofe unlpottcd 
name have nothing to fear from the bUft of defa- 
mation. He was born a gentleman, and his fami- 
ly connections were fupenor to moft of the young 
men, who went out as writers in the £aih India 
company fervicc. Mr Pigot with the advantages 
of a polite education, and’an ardent defire to enlarge 
the fphere of his knowledge, in indulging the turn 
he had manifefted early for obfervation, by a voyage 
that might be conducive to the improvement of his 
mind and his fortune, went out in the capacity of 
a writer to Madrafs in the year 1736, at a time, 
that the company’s fcivants were fatisSed to ac- 
quire with honouf and induftry, cafe and indepen- 
dence. His diligence and emulation recommend- 
ed him foon to the favour and attention of his fupe- 
riors, he had Ihcwn himfelf when high in council, 
and chief of Vizagapatam, where a confiderable® 
part of the company mveftmcnc is provided, wor- 
thy of a higher truft and command. And afrer 
cightceen years faiih'ful Services, with an unble- 
nnfticd charailer and abilities adequate to the Chief 

prefidsQcy 
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prcfidenty ia Indoflan, he was according to tJitf 
ufUal gradation, appointed to fuccecd Mr. Saunders 
id the government of KortSt. George. 

As he .had fupetfeded none of his colleagues 
quaUfied for that important office, his promotion 
met with univerfal approbation. Indeed it rcqui- 
rfcd a man of penetration and judgment, to fill that' 
high poft, when the coaft of Coromandel, was by 
the arts and intrigues of Mr. Dupicix, governor 
of Pondicherry, made a fccne of bloodlhed and 
defolation, and the French making the moll pow- 
erful efforts to give law to that parr of Afia, and 
to fubdoe Madrafs the capital of the Englllb fet- 
tlemcnis within the Ganges : bcGdes the condudt 
andrepuiationof Mr. Saunders in pointing out a 
fucceffion adluaied by the fame principles of ho- 
hour and zeal for the compaily’s fervlce, would 
have difgraced any man ot moderate talents who 
had filled a place lately occupied by a governor fo 
juftly revered. When Mr. Pigot ftw general 
Lally elated by the conqueft of Fort St. David» at 
the gate of Madrafs with a viilorious army, he 
was not in the leaft difmayed by the reputation and 
fuccefsof the French general, as he had in con- 
''cert with the colonels Lawrence and Draper, taker! 
all the meafurcs that hdman fagacity could fug- 
geft for a vigotous defence *As we have already 
ftieniioned the operations of this famous fiege', it is 
fufficient to add that it was chiefly owing to gover- 
nor Pigot’S fkill and aflivity, in the great harmony 
*that always fubfifted betwixt him and the two 
brave officers mentioned above, and to his indefa- 
tigable vigilance and courage, that Lally^ wSs for- 
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csd in furjr and defpair to abandon the place. In 
his civil adminillration Mr. Figot loved, feated dnd' 
r^Jcdted ; difplayed all the talents and p'ubUc vir- 
tues, that make a man fit to domfnand. Far from 
encouraging monopolies and extenilons in his pre- 
fidency, he aUvays fiiewcd himfclf the proteftor 
of the opprefled, the friend of the injured, and the 
avenger of injullice and law lets tmpofition. He 
had no llnrc in tlie fpoUs of the Kabpb’s depofed 
and murderedj nor in the prefems lavifhly biftow- ' 
ed on the company’s icrvlntJ, by ihofe made to 
ferve ftlfiiK and iniquitous defigrts. Mr. Pjgot 
continued nine yea rS in that exalted ftatlo'n, in 
which he rendered the company the tnoft effential 
fervices, and preferved an unfulUed fame.' "When 
the company were difpofietTcd of their cflablini- 
ments in Bengal by the Nabob, he generoufly de- 
termined CO make a defperate effort, at the very 
hazard of the fctclomentto which he prefided, tb 
re-conquer part of a fruitful pro%*jrice threatened 
with an intirc reduftton by an inveterate enemy. 

JMr. Figot on his return to England ih 
After a refidence of near eight and twenty years 
bn the coall of Coromandel, deceived the thanks of 
the court of direftors for liis eminent fervices to the 
company. He deci ircd onlKis occafion, that the 
company might at all future times comma'rid his 
fervices at home anU abroad. 

He had the additional fatisfadlion to fee his con- 
tludl approv'ed of by his fovereign, whef conferred 
on him honours delerved and unfolicited, by ralf- 
ing him to the title and dignity of Earon Figot of 
!P.itlhaU in the kingdom of Ireland, in the. year 
tytf. In his fenatorial capacity, he has on all the 
O o o grand 
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grand conflicutional pomes maintamed the charac- 
ter of a man animated by public vircue, unawed' 
by power, unhlalTed by party and incorruptible. ‘ 
.When Mr. Rumbold was appointed by the dl* 
reflors governor of Madials, lord Pigot wrote to 
the proprietors, that “ Reflecting upon the fitut- 
tion for fome time paft of the Eaft India compa-' 
ny’s affairs, and hearing fuch numberlefs com*.^ 
plaints of mifconduct abroad, I thought it my du- 
ty to make an offer of my further fervices to the 
company, and I have communicated thefe fenti* 
ments to three* different chairmen of the court of 
directors I have indeed never preffed my felf upon 
them, but the conduct of the prefent court of di- 
rectors is fo pointed, that I cannot help appealing 
to a court of proprietors. In the beginning of the 
laff year, 1 defired the prefent chairman to pay my 
refpects to the court of directors, and to acquaint 
them, that if I could render the company any fer- 
viccs upon the Coromandel coaff, where 1 had fo 
long refided, they might command thefe fcryiccs ? 
but the court of directors, without returning me 
any anfvvcr to an offer which at Jcall ought to have 
been treated with clvilitv, have appointed another 
perfon to the go\crntnent of Fort St. George.” 

The court of directors rejected afterwards the 
propofition of firft putting lord Pigot in nomination 
by the chicane of moving a previous queftion. 
Alter they had determined that the appointment 
of Mr* Rumbold out of the regufar fucceffion was 
neceffdry, his* Idrdfhip laid that offer before the 
.proprietors which had been fo contemptuoufly re- 
lected by the majority of the court of directors, 
who carried the nomination of Mr.* Rumbold to 
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that ftation. As there is-notone man on.ihe coafl: 
of Coromandel, who is fo old a fer\*anc to the . 
company, and indeed e\*ery man on that eftabliHi- 
menc entered into the company'sXervice after lord . 
Pigot was high in council at Madrafs, the majority ^ 
of the independent proprietors, fcnftble that lord 
Pigods great knowledge and experience qualify 
him for that iruft, have gum him the preference 
above his competitor. As the prefidency of Ma- 
drafs could not be better filled in times of danger^ 
and difficulty, lord Pigot’s electors have a right to 
expect from his lordlhip's rank, principles and tri- 
ed abilities, whatever can give weight, reputa- 
tion and permanency lothi^i important fttilement 
in times of fafety. <• 

. Our readers acquainted with the voluptuoufaefs 
and cffiaroinacy ot theAfiattc princes, the firft caufes 
of their Jubjeftion and difaftcrs, are perhaps in- 
clined to judge unfavourably of their^mental -fa? 
culties \ .ye: n'e are able to* giyc a fpecimcn of their 
jiatural^ genius and penetration, notwithflanding 
all the diladvantages of the Aliatic education cal- 
culated to contract their ideas and to relax the vi- 
gour of the mind. It is cxamplified by a manu- 
.feript traaflated from the Perfian, the original of 
which' IS attributed to Sltah Allam, the prefent 
lung of Dehly, "and imparted to the editor by an 
officer of reputation and veracity, in whofe Jiands 
. it accidentally fell. This prince fon of Allum 
Gheer of. the line of Tamerlane, brought up at the 
• fchool of adverfiry, this charadferifes the individu- 
als and nations, to whom ii6 had been obliged tc 
. apply for protection ^nd fafety. He began to la- 
, meat his fate in the following teriris, , , 
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Oh ■wretched progeny of the invincible Ta- 
merlane, whbfc roy^l birth is reputed a crime, 
doomed to pine in anguiAi and captivity, withm 
‘the gloomy walls of a difmal prifon* Curfed po- 
ll4y of the liaflern dcfpolesj \\ ho think their fafety 
depend on the thraldom of their children. Death 
is the fure punllhment of tyrannical fufpicion, and 
the leaft lOrptile'of an attempt to breathe freely 
that falubrious air whtchrhe creator of the univerlc 
has defigned for the vileft of his crea'ures, direct 
the fatal' dagger into the breaft of princes born for 
empire. But ftill death is preferable to perpetual 
flavery, and to free royfelf from ignomnious (hackles, 
I will venture the Hlufory thoughts of future gran- 
deur and happmefs.” After he had effected his 
cfcape, he made this prayer. O propitious eter- 
nal Being, the ruler .of all the pbtentates of the 
earth, do thou direct my courfe amidlf numberlefs 
dangers and difhculties, make me difeern my friends 
from jny foes, before I truft myfelf to faithlefs 
dtceufui men. Infpirc me %\ iih wifdom and judg- 
ment, that I may not fall again a facfihce to ant- 
bition and villainy,”’ After Sujah al Dowlah, Na- 
bob of Oude had denied him anafylum into h’ls 
dominions, and diffnilfcd him with a fmall prclent, 
he fays, “ It is thus that royalty in diftrefs fares no 
. better than' the low eft of mankind beggars, thou 
' proud and Irtfolcnt vaflal, w hofe anceftors were pb- 
feure (laves, and who derive thy very exiflenCe 
' from the gracious fmile of the illuftrious defeeh- 
® dants of Tamerlane, J defplfe thy gift which cruel 
becefiity forces me to accept.” 

' Having taken refuge with the Nabob of lllaha- 
' bad, he thus artfully cnjgagcs him to take arms In 
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J\jppotE of his defpsratc caufc. ** Was I m" pptTcf- 
fion of the tlironc ot my progenubrs, 1 might per- 
haps attribute your luccefs to iniercft, not genero- 
iity. When there are no obftaclestoconqueMherc 
is no glory fo acqurc, flisw jourfclf worthy to 
reign, draw the fword In favour of a prince whofe 
origin you pretend to revere j and let your magna- 
nimity be a hftirg monument of my refloratlon to 
my birth right.'* 

After he had inifcarned in his expedition into 
the province of Ifengal, he exclaimed “ O cruel 
fortune thou may ft difconccrt my projects and my 
defigns, but ids not in thy power to fubduc my 
fpinc.*' After colonel Clive had politely declined 
taking the fugitive prince under his protection, and 
made him a handfome prefent, he cxprcHes-him* 
felfin the following terms, on the general charat* 
,ter of the Europeans. 

** Tho’ we call the chpftlans unfaithful and trea- 
cherous, there is amongft them a national honour, 
which is the very foul of their warlike aichieve- 
pents. Had wc the lanae advantage's over them, 
they would have more rcafon to complain of our 
cruel policy' and arrogatice in profpenty. Thefe 
. men have the fame viccs^ and the fame paflions, 
but their ambition, their* avarice, and even their 
brutal appetites, have the varnilh of the love of 
‘ glory and of their country, the pretence pf the re - 
wards due to merit and fervices, and a delicacy, 
of w hiqh wc .are not capable Had we conquered 
part of Europe by arms andnegociaiions, the chrif» 
tians would not find us the generous enemies they' 
like to appear. When I confider that a handful of 
EngUlhmen now give the Jaw to this terreftrial p?- 
- ' * * ’ radife 
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ndHe, I licart'ly forgive them the cpntempt m 
which they held our indolence anJ pagearilry. 
Their education, their prejudices, ilulr- laws aiCi 
calculated for empire* The nvm who now fway 
over thfefe rich provinces, owes his grandeur, his 
fortune; his humours to.ourdilTenfions and pufilU- 
nimitv. • Nothing can lave the great empire of In- 
doltan from a foreign *}'okc, than the wars and ani- 
nioOiics of the liuropeans. "No princes In this pc- 
hinfuladare face them in the fitld, and it is from 
thife nilural foes that I muft apply for proicdlion* 
If their own intereft leads them to afiill me, they 
^ili ho doubt, place me on the Njfmud of the 
great Tamerlane, 'but thcnl^fhall be a flavc ar- 
rayed in royalty, they -will direct my counciIs> 
chufc my nitnifters, and command in my court 
%vith more fway than the emperors of Dchly in the 
plenitude of their power.” » 

• His faTOurable opinion of the Englifh, engaged 
'him to furrender at diicreiion to the Briiifh com- 
mander- major Carnac,!but finding- he received 
•from them no real -affifiance, hctirycd once more 
to move the -nabob'or Oude’s gencrofity, but he 
*niadc him’ repent of his application, as jnflead of 
an hofpitablc reception, the nabob kept him clofc 
prifortcr, ahd forced during his captivity, to 
cohfcf on his opprefTer the tide of vizier. He fays 
on*1his act of pcrfiuy ; ** Oh treacherous inhofpi- 
. table tyrant, diou make even my calamities fub- 
fervicnt to thy curfed pride and ambition ; were 
• not the Englilh thy mafters, thou fhould have aim- 
ed'at univerfal empire and trample under foot sU 
divihe and human laws. .Thou may deprive me 
of riiy perfonai liberty, but I defy t\iee to rob 
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me of my fortitude Oh that I had retrained \a 
the pnfon of Dehly, better to be a captive in my 
capita! than in the hands of an unmerciful daftardy 
flavc 

After the battle of Banan, where Sujih alDovr* 
!ah had led him m capmity,’ he threw himfelf 
again on the Iinglifh for protection, who thinking 
their own intcreft confident with his elevation to 
the throne of Dehly, made him as he had forefeen 
a nominal emperor • In the Brft public fpeech, he 
made to his Omrahs, there v/as this remarkable 
paflage 

“ if 1 am not juft, compaflloriate, beneficent, 
may the fame fata! deftiny, which has made me 
fcnfible that 1 am a poor mortal man, fubjCct to 
all the misfortunes of my fellow Creatures , lead ne 
again to an obfeure ptilon, never to fee the light 
again ‘ * 

Lord Clive regard!ers.of the approbation or cen- 
fure of the directors, was carrying on his civil and 
military regulation., maogre the diflrefs of th« 
people and the murmurs of the army , as he pro- 
pofed to remain a fliorttime in India, hu made the 
'beft of It It muft be (aid in jufiification of the 
httle notice he took of the orders of the direction, 
that they \/ete often abfurd, contradictory, and 
evinced the ignorance of their own afiairs cieft m 
commcrciakmatters, an unpardonable fault in the 
mmagers Of a trading company We may natu- 
rally fuppofe that the fervanis of the company a? 
well as their dependents, excepted thofe vho were 
benefited by lus lOrdfliip’s'meafures, and were n 
thefccrct, were diifawficd, and no friends lohu 

- idmini- 
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idmintftration As for the army thofe who had re- 
igned or had been dilmiflcd by the reduction, faw 
all their hopes falafted, without e'^pcctaiioo oC 
feeing their gncsances redrefled, againft the influ 
cnee of wealth and power He bad formerly paid 
a proper refpect to his femor ofHccrs, as he gave 
a commendable inftance of that regard for his ma- 
iler m the military art, general Lawrence, upon 
whom he refuled to aflumc the command, but 
now officers were difptacedor promoted according 
as they courted the fevour of his lordfliip, or were 
In the good graces of his Iccret committee He re- 
duced no doubt theexpencesofthearmy.buttheme- 
thod he took was unjultand impohtical, as thisfaving 
to the company was not acompenfation of fevcral 
other charges he entailed on them, by the new 
modelling the civil government, with difgrace and 
inllability The views of lus lordlhip were now 
towards Lurope, where ifhc could not act the fo 
tercign as in the Laft, he was fure to echpfe the 
firft nobility of his native land by all the advania 
ges of fortune His inf ruction to his agents m 
Lnghnd were to purchafe all the eflates m Shrop- 
lhire,that th j couldannex tohisformcr acquifitions, 
and to fecure againft his return feverai boroughs 
for his friends and deperiderta Indeed he was a 
fnin of bufinefs to ail intents and purpofes, of 
great application and activity The climate of 
Bengal agreed extremely veil with his lordfhip’s 
conlbtution, and the temperance he obferved m 
«his diet was conducive to the health ha enjojeci, 
noiwiihftanding the viciffitudes of it he was com 
monly an early nfer, and devoted part of the morn- 
ing to bulincfs after breakfaft he uftd to rate 

ibnre 
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feme czercife in his palankeen, or in a carrlag;e, 
a few fcleft friends of bis feledl committee, or fome 
•other fenior fervants of the company dined with 
him. His table was ferved with delicacy and pro- 
fufion, and all the moft exquifite wines of Europe 
Were at the difcrction of his gue/ls. If he was in 
good humour, he would encourage a free circula- 
tion of the bottle, and by intervals ftimulate mirth 
andjollityj hut he foon relapfed in his natural 
penlive mood, and was after filent'for a confidcra- 
ble time. His converfttion was not lively, but ra- 
tional and foUd, As he feidom drank freely c- 
nough, to be fecn without difguife, he was impe- 
netrable, excepted to a few conhdents to whom 
he entrufted the execution of hU fchemes and dc-’ 
ligns. It was not often that Ms guefts were allow- 
ed a |feat latitude of freedom, as hev^as always 
llatcly and commonly referved,, After dinner he 
took fomeiimcs a Uttle lepofe, as it is cuftomary 
on this torrid region. Towards the evening, he 
teforted to fome gardens with a few companions, 
and after fupper cither played at cards, of which he 
was fond inafeleft company, or retired with fome 
favourite woman. It cannot be fold that he en- 
joyed hfe, he only varied jhefe falhionable amufe- 
ments which gave him no real pleafure or fatisfac- 
tion. Since he had been obliged by his rank in life 
to converfe with miniftersand ftatcfmcnjhc had ap- 
plied himfclf to politics, and in reading books that 
might give him fome ufcful knowledge of the Eng- 
lilh conftltution. He was not an orator, but he * 
fpoke with propriety and judgment. His ftyle, as 
may be feen in his letters, was neither elevated nor 
contemptible. He was perfectly well acquainted 
Ppp with 
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■with the genius of the Aiiatics, and no body know 
better how to take adrantage of their apprehenfi- 
ons and pufillanunity. 

Copy of a deed of aflignment or Tale, ;yhcreby the 
right honourable Robert lord Clive fells to fun- 
dry gentlemen of the council at Calcutta, ‘his 
five fharcs in the public monopoly of fait, &c. 
and alfo his /hare in a prit'ate fociety in partner- 
Ihip with William Brightwell Sumner, Harry 
Verelft and Francis Sykes, Efquires, for thirty 
two thoufand pounds ftcrling. 

• Know all men by ihefe prefents. That whereas 
I Robert lord Clive, baron CUve of Plafley, in the 
kingdom of Ireland, knight, companion of the 
moft honourable order of the Bath» and prefidenf 
and governor of Fort William in Bengal, in the 
Eaft-Indies, am truly and^jullly interelTcd in, and 
entitled to five /hares, or proportions, in the joint 
flock in the trade of fait, beet)e-nuc, and tobacco, 
produced or to be produced within the provinces 
of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriflj, in the Eaft-Indles 
aforefaid, and to all fuch profits, proceeds, and ad- 
vantages, as' ihall arife tjr accrue from the fame ; 
and alfo juftly entitled to one quarter part or fliare 
of an adventure of fait in company ^Yith William 
Brightwell Sumner, Harry Verelft and Francis 
Sykes of Calcutta, aforefeid, Efquires, amounting 
jLS per jcontradt purchafes, to 497,001 maunds of 
Calcutta, little more or Icfs, now under the ma- 
nagement and direilion of the faid Harry Verelft ; 
and Jikcwife to one third part, or /bare, of an ad- 
venture of 40,000 maunds of fait, in company 

with 
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•ttith general John Carnac and the faid Harr}' Ve- 
rclft ; and bought of Mefirs. James Afnburncrand 
\VlllIam Majendie robe delivered at 
Now thefe prefents witneft, that I the fald Robert 
lord Clive, for, and in confidcration of the fum of 
thirty-two thouland pounds of lawful money of 
Great Britain, to me m hand paid by the feveral 
perfons, and in the feveral Ibares, or propor- 
tions here after mentioned; that is to fay, by the 
faid Harry Verelft, Francis Sykes, and Alexander 
Campbell of Calcutta aforefaid, Efquires, the fum 
of Soool, each; and by Claud RulTel and Thomas 
Kclfali, of the fame place, Efquires, the fum of 
4000I. each, the rcccjpt of vhich faid feveral fums 
I do hcrcby.acknonledgc, have afligned, transfer- 
red, and made over, and by thefe prefents do af- 
fign, transfer, and make over unto the faid Har- 
ry Verelft, Fri^ncis Sykes, Alexander Campbell, 
Claud RuiTel, and Thornas Kelfall, their execUf 
tors, adminiftrator? and afligns, all and eyery the 
profits, proceeds, or advantages arifing, or which 
fhall or may arife or accrue on my aforefaid five 
fliares dr parts of the fiid joint flock in trade of 
fait, beetle nut and tobacco, produced o; 19 be 
produced in the province* aforefaid, for the term 
of two years, commencing from thp day 

of lafl: paft. And ql/b all the pro- 

fits, proceeds and advantages arifing, or which 
(hall or may arife or accrue on tha^ faid one quar* 
tcr-partor (hare in the faid adventure of ^97,001. 
Calcutta maunds of fal^^ in,CQcapiay wUhthe f^ViT 
^Villiam Brighiwell Pgmner, Harry Vcreia, and 
Francis Sykes; andlikcwife all’ the profits, p(Q* 
cecds, and advantages or to arife o rny 
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fsld ope-third'part or (harem the faid adv’cnture of 
40,000 maunds of fait, in company with the faid 
John Carnac and Harry Vcrelft asaforefaid, and 
all and every part thereof ; and alfo all the bene- 
fits, proceeds, and advantages arifing therefrom, 
and which now are, or at any time or times hereaf- 
ter (hall becomedue orpayable for the fame, and 
all my eftate, tight, title, intcrcll, claim and de- 
mand whalfoever, of, in, or to the fame, or any 
part thereof, to have and to hold the faid profits, 
proceeds, and advantages atifing, or which (hall 
or may arife on my faid five (hares or proportions 
of ihcfaid jomt (lock in trade of fait, bceile*nut 
and tobacco, produced, or to be produced 
in the faid provinces, during the term of two 
years as aforcfaid, unto the faid Harry Vcrelfi, 
Francis Sykes, Ale^tander Campbell, Claud RulTcI, 
and Thomas Kclfall, their executors, adminiftra- 
tors, and afllgns, to their own proper ufe and be- 
hoof for ever. And alfo’ to have and to hold all 
and every the profits, proceeds, or advantages, 

' arifing on ray (aid one quarter-part, or (hare, in 
the advemure of 457,001 maunds of fait, in com- 
pany with William Brightiicll Sumner, Harry Ve- 
relfi, and Francis Sykes as aforefaid ; and likewlfe 
all and every the profits,*^ proceeds and advantages 
arifing on, my faid one-third part, or (hare, in the 
adventure of 40,000 maunds of fait, in company 
with the faid johp Carpac and Harry VercIfV, 
bought pf James Alhburncr and William Maien- 
^ic, as aforcfaid ; and all and every part and par- 
cel thereof, unto the faid Harry Verclft, Francis 
h)kcs, Alexander Campbell, Claud Kuficll, and 
Ihopias Kclfall, their executors, admipifirarors, 
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tnd affigns to their own proper ufc and behoof foe 
ever. And I, the faid Robert lord Chve,for my cxe- 
cmori and adimniftrfttors, do hereby covenant, 
grantj and agree to and with the faid Harry Vcrelft, 
Francis Sykes, Alexander Campbell, Claud Ruf- 
fel, and Thomas Kelfall, their executors, admini.» 
ftrators, and affigns, that they the faid Harry Vc- 
relft, Francis Sykes, AlcxanderCampbell, Claud 
RuficU, and Thomas KclfalU their executors, ad- 
miniftrators and afligns, fhall and may, from time 
to time, and at all times hereafter, lawfully, peace- 
ably, and quietly have, ho|d, receive, take, and 
enjoy, to their own properufeand behoof, all the 
faid profits, proceeds, and advantages arifing oit 
my faid five fhares in the joint ftock in trade of 
fait, beeilc-nuc and tobacco, produced or to be 
produced in the faid provinces of Bengal, Bahar, 
and Orlfia, for the term of two years as aforefald. 
And alfo all the faid promts, proceeds, and advan- 
tages arifing on my faid one quarter-part, or fiiare, 
in the faid adventure of 497,001 maunds of fait, 
in company with ’William Brightwell Sumner, 
Harry ’Vcrelft, and Francis Sykes, as aforefaid. 
And likewife the profits, proceeds, and advanta- 
ges arifing on my wid one-third part, or fliare, in 
the laid adventure of 40.000 maunds of lalt, in 
company with general John Carnac and Harry Vc- 
felft, Efquircs, as aforefaid, and of all and every 
pate or parcel thereof, without any lawful let, fmt, 
trouble, molcftatlon, or interruption of or by me 
the faid Robert Iprd Chve, my cxccurors, or ad-* 
yrATivfttattyis, or atiy olber or peribns wViat- 

foever, lawfully claiming or to claim, by, from, 
pf under meV or any of themj or by any 

or 
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or either of our a<fls, means, or procurements. 
And the faid Robert lord Oive doth hereby, for 
himfclf, his executors and adniiniftrators, cove-* 
nant, promtfe, and agree to and vith the faid 
Harry Verelfl, &c. their executors, adminlftra* 
tors, and afllgnSi that in cafe any order or direc- 
tion Ihould be iflued by the honourable diretflors 
of the Eaft India company in England, by which 
the faid joint trade of fait, beetle-nut and tobacco 
Ihall be Hopped, or any hindrance or interruption 
made to the carrying on of the fame, then and in 
that cafe, the faid Robert lord Clive is to allow' and 
pay to the faid Harry Vcrclft, &c. their attornlcs, 
executors, adminiftrators, or afflgns, fuch reafbn- 
able allowance or profits on the above afilgned 
parts, fhares, and proportions, as fiiali be fettled 
by them the faid Robert lord Clive and Harry Ve- 
relH, &c. or by atbhrators to be by them ap- 
pointed for that purpofe. And the fatd Harry 
VerclH, See. for themfclves, their executors, ad- 
miniftratofs, and afijgns, do hereby covenant, 
promife, and agree to be anfwerable and account- 
able to the laid Robert lord Clive, his executors of 
adminiftrators’, for all fuch advances, principal 
fum or films of money, that he hath made, orfhall 
hereafter make, on account of his faid five fhares 
in the faid joint ftock in trade of fait, becile-nut,' 
and tobacco aforcfald, or of, for, or on account of 
his faid one quarter-part, or fbarc» in the faid ad- 
^venture of 497,001 maundsof fait, in company 
vFth William Brighrwcll Sumner, Harry Verclfc, 
and Francis Sykes, or on account of his one third- 
part, or fharc, in the adventure of 40,000 maunds 
of fait, in company-wkh General JohaCarnac and 
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Harry Verelfr, Efqulres, asaforcfald, the profits 
the faid fevcral parts, orfharcs, being' only hereby 
intended to be afligned and made over. 

In witnefs, &c. > 

Copy of an indenture, or deed of indemnity j 
whereby the right honourable Robert lord Clive 
and the gentlemen of the committees and coun- 
cil at Calcutta, engage not to obey the orden"dF 
the court of fclaft India DIreilors, lefpeding the 
fair monopoly : and to ftand by, and indem- 
nify each other for fuch difobedience, 

• This indenture, made the day of 

Oftober, in the fifth year of the reign of, &c-and 
in the year of our Lord 1765, between the right 
honourable Robert Lord Clive, Baron of plafley ia 
the kingdom of Ireland, ^ight companion of the 
moft honourable order of the Bath, and prefident 
and governor of Fort AVilliam at Bengal, in rho 
Eaft Indies, "Williant Brigbiwcil Sumner, briga- 
dier general John Caraac, Charles Stafford Play- 
dell, Hsrry Verelft, Francis Sykes, John Cartier, 
Randolph l^larriotc, Hugh Watts, Afeanius Wil- 
liam, Senior, Samuel Middleton, Ralph Leyceftcr, 
and George Gray, being the council of Fort Wil- 
liam aforclald, h.fquires, for and on behalf of the 
court of Directors of the honourable the united 
Eaft India company of merchants of England trad- 
ing to the Eaft Indies, on the one part, and the* 
faidWiibam BnghtwcR Sumner, HarryTerellr, 
Ralph Leyceftcr, and George Gray, being a com- 
anittec nominated, conftituicd and appointed by 
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tlie ptoptlctott entitled to the cxclufive joint tradd 
of falt,'bect!e'nut and tobacco, produced and to 
be produced in the provinces of Bengal, Baharand 
Or.fla, for the better conducting, managing, and 
carrying on the faid trade, on the other pare. 
■Whereas in and by a certain deed or inftruftienl In 
writing, bearing dale the i8th day of September 
1765, and made or mentioned to be made between 
the faid proprietors to the faid joint trade on the 
one part, and the above-named William Bright- 
well Sumner, Harry Verclft, Ralph Leycefter, and 
George Gray on the other part, it is witnefied, a- 
mongft other things, that m order for the better 
carrying on and managing the faid joint trade in z 
beneficial manner, and rooft for the benefit and ad- 
vantage of the faid proprietors, it was and is agreed 
by and between the parties In the faid deed men- 
tioned, that the faid exclulive joint trade and mer- 
chandize ihould, from a.nd after the 18th day of 
September 1765, be condufled, managed, tfan- 
fafted, and carried on, by them the faid William 
Brightwell Sumner, Harry Verelft, Ralph Ley- 
ceftcr and George Gray, conftituting a committee 
for the management thereof, but with the proper ' 
monies, and at the joint rifk and hazard, and for 
the joint account, ufc 'and benefit of all the faid 
propiietOTS, ihcir feveral and lefpcftiVc executors- 
and adminiftrators, in the feveral proportions, 
tjierein fet forth. And it was and is alfo further, 
agreed, by and between the faid parties, that the 
‘form and jignature under which the faid cxclufive 
joint trade and merchandize fliould be conduced 
and carried on< fhouldbc the figa manual of them 
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the faid Wiliitim Brighcwell Sumirer, Hafry Verelfh,* 
Ralph Leycefter and George Gray, and their fuc- 
cdTars for the time being, conrtituting a committee 
as aforcifiid, together with the feal of the fociety 
of trade, with full pov.cr and authority to the faid 
William Brightwell Sumner, Harry Verelfl, Ralph 
L.eycefte*’ and George Gray, and their fucceflbrsj 
to ufe the •fame, from the faid i8th day, of Septem-; 
ber ^765; until the faid cxclufive joint trade and 
hierchandize Ihould ceafe and be no longer carried 
on for the ufe of the faid proprietors, as in and by > 
the faid deed, reference being thereunto had, mil 
more fuUv and at large appear. Now this inden- 
ture witneficth, That in confideration of the faid 
William BrighiNveU Sumner, Harry Vcrelft, Ralph 
Leycerter, and George Gray, taking upon them- 
felves the foie management and condudiion of the 
faid joint trade, on behalf of the faid proprietors, 
and having laid out and expended large fumsof mo- 
ney to carry on the fame, and in order to enforce 
the erecuuon of all and every the covenants, clati- 
f«s, grants,- articles and agreements in the before 
recited deed mentioned and contained, as the fame ' 
arc thcrun rcrpciilvcly exprclfcd •, and alfo, in. con- 
fidcration of the duties or cjjftoms that ihall or miy 
arifcot necrue by reafonofhhc carrying on the faid 
cxclufive jont trade offa’t, beetle-nut and tobacco, 
according to the tiue intent and meaning of the faid 
^icrein* before recued deed, ro be paid to th^m the 
fnd Robert lord Clive, WiUnm iinghtWell Sun>- 
;ier, John Carnac, Charles Stafford PhydcII, Har- • 
ry VcrelH, Franci<; Sykes, J9hn Cartier, Randolph 
J>darr'Ott, Hugh Watts, Aicanlus William Senior,* 
r.muicl IVliddJcton, Ralph Lejeeffer, and George 

Q,q q 
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Gray, as Prefidcnt and councjl of Fort WiHiairl 
aforefaid, for and pn account of the faid lionoura- 
ble the united li'aft India.Company, i?y them tbs 
faid William Brightwcll Sumner, Harry Vcrelft, 
Ralph Leycefter, and Gcoi^eGray, and their fuc- 
celTors, ’Conftituling a committee as aforefaid, for 
and on account of the proprietors • entitled to the 
faid exclufive joint trade and merchandi2c in the 
proportions hereafter mentioned ; that is to fay, 35 
per cenr. on fait, each 100 maunds to be valued 
and reckoned at <)0 rupees ; the fum of 10 per 
cent, upon beetle-nut, to be valued and reckoned 
at prime coll; and the fum of 25percent. on 
tobacco, to be valued and reckoned at the prime 
cofti-and alfo, chat the faid joint trade and mer* 
chandize miy not ccafc or be difloKcd before the 
expiration of the term in the faid recited deed men- 
tioned, or any hindrance or ftoppage be put to the 
fame, the faid Robert lord Clive, asprcHdent, and 
. the faid William Brightncll Sumner, John Carnacj 
Charles Stafford Plajdell, Harry Veielft, Francis 
Sykes, John Cartier, Randolph Marriott, Hugh 
. Watts, Afcahius William Senior, Samuel Mid- 
dleton, Ralph L.eycefter, and George Gray, as 
council df Fort W'illiam afo*«faid, for or on behalf 
of the laid court of dirlftors of the honourable the 
united Fall India company aforefaid, do hereby, 
for themfelves and their fucceflbrs, their executors 
and adminillrators, covenant, promife, and'agree, 
to and with the faid WillUm Brightwell Sumner, 
* Plarry Verelft, Ralph Lcyccfter, and George Gray', 

^ and their fucceffors, their heirs, executors and ad- 
minifirators, that provided any order or dtreftion 
fhoUldillue or be -made by the faid court of di- 
' , ‘ 1 • reftors 
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reflors in -England, thereby ordering and dire< 5 ling 
the faid cxclufive joint trade and merchandize to be, 
diflblv-ed or put to aii end, or th^t may hinder and 
(lop the carrying on t^ie fame or any part thereof, 
or contain any thing' contrary Uo the covennnu, 
chafes, grants, articles, or agreements in the faid 
before recited deed mentioned and contained, or any 
of tliem } fo that the fame may thereby become 
void and of hone efFeft, then, and in that cafe, 
they the faid Robert lord Clive, as prefident, Wil- 
liam Brightwell Sumner, John Carnac, Charles 
Stafford Playdell, Harry VcrelHr, Francis Sykes, 
John Cartier, Randolph Marnoit, Hugh Watts, 
Afcanlus William Senior, Samuel ^JVHddleton, 
Ralph Leycefter, and George Cray, as council of 
Fort William, aforefaid, fhall and will well ’and 
truly fave harmlels and keep indemnified them the 
faid Wilham Brightwell Sumner, Hatty Verelft, 
Ralph ‘Reyceftcr, and G/iorge Gray, and all the 
proprietors entitled or to be cnmlcd to the’ faid joint 
trade, and their fuccellbrs,' their executors and ad- 
miniftratOTs ; and alio ihall and will (notwiihftand- 
Ing any order or diredlion to be jfllied to the con- 
trary as aforefaid) keep up, continue and enforce, 
or caufe to be deept up, continued and enforced, 
the faid cxdufive joint trade and merchandize, for 
• the term of one year, to commence from the iSth 
day of September 1765, and expire on the rSth 
day of September 1 766. according to the true in- 
tent and meaning of the faid before-recited -deed, 
and of all the parties thereto, as if theiaid order* 
and direction had never been made or ifliied. And 
further, that the fiid Kobett-lord Clive, William 
Brightwell Sumner, JobnCarnac, Charles ScalTord 
Qjcjqz’ ’ play dell. 
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( riaydell, Harrj- Vcre'ft, Francii Sjiccs, John 
^artier, Randolph Marriott, Hugh Watts, Afca- 
P*ii8 Willjam Senior, Samuel Middleton, Ralph* 
^yccftcr, and George Gray, and rheir fucce/Ibrs, 
prefidenc and council aforefaid, fhali and will 
silow unto them the laid William Brightwell Sum- 
Harry Yerelft, Ralp\i Leycefter, and George 
Gray, and their fuccelTors. con^itu^ng a commit- 
tee as aforefaid, full and fufllcient time after the 
expiration of the faid term of one year as aforefaid, 
to fell, vend, and dtfpofc of all fuch goods and 
jnerchandize belonging to the faid joint-trade and 
concern as lliall at that time remain on their hands 
unfold and not dlfpofed of, and alfo to colIeiSl: and 
gather in all fuch fum or foms of money as fliall be 
any ways due or owing unto them the faid W^illiam 
Brightwell Sumner, Harry Vcrclfl, Ralph Leycef- 
ter and George Gray, or their fucceflbrs.^on ac- 
count of the faid proprietbrs and joint trade afore- 
faid, and to fettle and adjufl: all boolcs and accounts 
belonging to and concerning the fame. And the 
faid William Brightwell Sumner, Karry Verelft, 
"Ralph Leyceftfir and George Gray, do hereby^ 
for thcmfelvcs and the reft of the proprietors enti- 
tled to the faMcxclttfiva joint trade and merchan- 
clizc of fait, beetle-nut and tobacco, as aforefaid, 
and their fuccciTors, covenant, promife, and agree 
fo andu/thrhc /aid Koberc lord Clivr, Wil/iani 
Brightwell Sumner, John Carnac, Charles Staliord 
*playde]l, Harry Vcrelft, Francis Syhes, John 
Canicr, Randolph Marriott. Huph Waits, Afca- 
rius William Senior, Samuel Mndlcton, Ralph 
Heycellcr and GcorgeC»ray,as prcCdcnc and coun- 
cil of Fort Williaru aforelaid, and their' fucce/lor^ 

' ' " for 
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for tlie time being, that they the faid William 
iJnghtwcU Svimner, Harry V^crelft, Ralph Lcfctf- 
icr and George Gray, conftjiuiing a coniiniicee as 
aforefatd, and their fuccellbrs from time to time, 
ihall and willwcll and truly pay and difcharge the 
^ duties aad cutloms of the laid articles of lalt, bee- 
tle-nut and tqbicco, at and aftqr the rate herein 
before mentioned and exprefled of and poncerning 
the fame, to the right honourable the preiidentand 
council of*Fo(t William aforefaid, and their fuc- 
cefTors, or ro whom they fhall from time to time 
dircft and appoint to receive the fame. And they 
the faid Robert lord Clive,' John Carnac, Charles 
Stafford yiaydtU, Ftanth Sykes, Randolph Mar- 
riott, Hugh Watts, Afcaoius William, Senior, 
Samuel Middleton, Ralph 'Leycefter, and George 
Gray, do hereby'bind and oblige ihemfelves, and 
their fucceCbrs, their executors and adminiftraiors, 
jointly unto them the faidAVilliam Brightu-cll Sum- 
ner, Harry Verelft, Ralph Leycefter, and George 
Gray, on behalf of themfclvcs and the faid pro- 
prietors, in the penal futn of three hundred thou- 
fand pounds ftcrling, for the true and faithful ob- 
fervmg, performing, fuIhUing, and keeping all 
and every the covenant'* herein contained, and 
V hich on their parts and behalfs are or ought to be 
pe;-forn)ed, obfci\ed, fulfilled, and kept as afqre- 
laid." * 

In >^itnefs, 6:c ” 

^Cepy of the proceedings of the major’s court of 
Calcutta on the iftofOftober, 1766, upon an 
indenture and affidavit of the right honourable 
* {lobert lord Cliye, which were carried in foletnn 

pro- 
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procsffion, by the council and .1 numerous trail? 
of inhabitants to thefaid court, to be there exe- 
cuted, fworn to, and recorded. • 

jClayor’s court of Calcutta, at '"Fort William in 
Bengal. 

At a court held on We'dnafday the firfl: day of 
Oftober, in the fixth year of the reign of our fove- 
Veign lord George the third, by the grace of God, 
of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, king, de- 
fender of the faith, &c. and m the year of out Lotd 
pne thoufand feyen hundred and fixty-fix ; 


Prefent, 

James Lifter, Efquire/ Mayor, 
T 


Meflicurs.-^ 


f Robert Dabinfon, 

I Thomas Woodu'ard. 
Cornelius Goodwin, . | 
* David Killican, 
Matthew Miller, 

i Thomas French, 
George I^-car and 
(,Jofcph Jekyll, 


*|,Aldermenj 

1 


' This being the day appointed for the right ho- 
nour.able Robert lord Clcve, who now is governor 
or prefidentofFort William in Bengal aforcfakl, to, 
*takc an oath, or make an afBdavit m the faid court, 
and execute a deed or covenant, in a large penal- 
ty, w h tch arc ixyeflcd aud intuulcd to be isl.cn or 
•rr . fworn 
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fworri to, and rehiwed or executed by all future 
governors or prefidents of Fort William in Bengal 
,aforefaid. ' 

Thefaid right honourable Robert lord Clive ap- 
peared in the faid court, attended by general John 
Carnac, Harry Vefclft, Hugh Watts, Randolph 
Marrlot, Claud Ruflcll, Thomas Rumbold, Wil- 
liam Alderfsy, Thomas KcKalb and Charles Fflo) cr^ 
Efquires, and Other covenanted fervantsof the lio- 
nourable company of merchants of England trading 
to the Caft Indies, and other principal * inhabi- 
tantsofrCalcutta aforefaid ; and then and there pro- 
duced a certain deed, or writing, which is con* 
tained in the following vords ; that is to fay : 

This indenture", made the firft day of Oftober, 
in the fixth year of the reign of our fovereign lord 

CJeorge 

* TheprocefTton, confiftingof it lead one hundred 
and fifty people, inclodin^ the gentlemens attendants 
which accompanied this deed and aflldavit to the 
mayor’s court, and thc.profellion? of dirintcrcriedncfis 
tvliich were on fo many occafions made by the gover- 
nor and fccfctcommittee of Bengal, perhaps cqu d any 
thing that is to be found in the church of Rome, ani 
is fcarce exceeded by any aft of Oliver Cromwell’s jd- 
ininiliration, ai recordea b/ the elegant pen , of David 
Hume, Efquire, in 'his hiflory of Great Britain, 
wherein many finking inflances are to be loimd c^- 
aftly parallel to feveral tranfaftions of the Bengal go- 
\ernmentduring thisperiodt 

Theufiial procccdingsohthe firpreme court of jiifiice 
w ere hereon put a flop to, and the legiibrity of its rc» 

' cords infringed for the oflentatious reception of an 
affidavit, and the execution of a deed, which if re illy 
nccefiary, migbfhave beenaseflcftually performed by> 
an attorney of the court before one of thejudges. 
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George the third, by the grace of God, of Greaf 
Britain, France and Ireland, King, defender of 
the faith, &c. and in the year of our Lord one. 
thoufand feven hundred and fixiy-fix, between the 
unitfed company of merchants of England trading 
to the Eaft Indies, on the one pare, and Robert 
lord Clive, baron Clive of Plafley in the kingdom 
of Ireland, prefident and governor of Fort Wil- 
liam in the kingdom of Bengal, on thepther part, 
witnelTcth, that in confidcradon of the Ibid Robert 
lord dliVe’s being prefident and governor oLFort 
AVilliam, and in confidcration of the fcvcral fum 
and fums of money to be received by him the £aid 
Robert lord Clive, in manner following; that is to 
fay, the fum of • one and one-eighth per cent, upon 
the revenues of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifia, (favc 
and except the revenues .of the lands of the faid 
united company at Calcutta, Burdwan, Midnapore 
and Chittigong) to be paid unto him in monthly, 

1 ^uar- 

• Without impeaching Lis •Idrd/liTp’s ’difinferefled- 
hefs on other occafions, u e miift remark that at this 
time his engaging not to trade in confidcration of a 
commiiTion of one and one eighth per Cent', upon the 
fevennes, together with' the other benefits he referred 
to himfelf, was no facrifich. His lordflrip haddeter- 
xnined to come hohie to Great Britain foon after, and 
hctualiy left Bengal for that purpofe early in January 
l/fiy. And the arimial commitlion agreed for, of one 
and one-cighth j er cent. uponSicca rupees zi, 159,245 
(the revenues herein tpecined, amounts to no lefs a 
^iim thannear 30,000 pounds fterling ; the benefits of 
w hich his lordfhlp is faid to hate claimed, or rcceu ed' 
for fcveral months after his refigning the go\ eminent, 
by llipulation w ith his fucceflbr. 
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miartcrly, or yearly payments, during the time he 
Ihall continue to be preiident and governor of Forr 
William aforefald ? and allb in confideration of his 
falary, ftated allow ancos and commiffion upon the’ 
mint, coral, and upon freight goods } the laid 
Robert lordCkve doth hereby for himfelf, his heirs, 
executors and adminiftraiors, covenant, promlfe 
and agree to and with the (itd united company,, 
and tlieir fucceflbrs, that he, the laid Robert lord 
CUve, during the time he fhall continue to be pre- 
fident and governor of Fort WilUamaforcfaid, flull 
not direftly nor Indireftly, upon any pretence or 
pretext w^haifoever, carry on, or ufe, or excrcife 
any trade or commerce m the way of a merchant, 
or otberwifc traffic, adventure, or trade in any 
commodities whatfoever at, to, in, or from the 
Eaft Indies, China, Ferfia, or Mocha, or in any 
part thereofor elfewhere between the Cape of Good 
Hope and the Straights of^Magellan, either on his 
own account, or in company u iih or for,* or on ac- 
count of any other perfon or perfons in any article 
of merchandize, whitfocvcr, (five and except for 
the benefit of the EngUfh Eatl India company, and 
except in fuch goods and merchandizes as fiiall be 
remaining on hand and unfold at the time he the 
iaid Robert lord Clive conlmenced prefident and 
governor of Fort William, and wherein he now 
hath any fhare or intereft, which only he fiiall or 
may fell, or difpofe of, or give commiffions or di- 
reftions for felling tKc fame, and further fave and 
except , and it Js the true intent and meaning here- • 
of, that nothing herein contained fhall extend, or 
be conftrued to extend to prevent, preclude, or 
' hinder him, ^he faid Robert lord Clive, from pur- 
R r r 'Chafing 
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chafing diatro''as or other prcciops ftoces, provi- 
ded he does nocdifpofe of the fimeby wa} of bar- 
ter, cr falc, here or in an) other part of the Eatl 
Indies, or from fending or remitting his eflate and 
fortune toEnglandby bills, or m any other fhapc 
i.\h2tfoever , nor barter, ftH> or exchange any 
hind of good^, wares, or merchandises, nor ac- 
cept from, nor give to any perfon or perfons com- 
mfTons for managing or tranfadhng bufirefs, or 
pfFairs of merchandize (except as before is excep 
ted) And the faid Robert lord Clue dojh hereby 
further covenant, promifc ?pd agree to and with 
the faid united compapy and their fucceflbrs, that 
the faid Robert lord Clive lhall not, no” % ill him- 
felf, nor /hall \ it^mgl) or julhngly permit or /of- 
fer apv other perfon or perfons m his pame, qr tp 
hi$ ufe, to adsance, lend, or place out any fum 
orfumsof money at a greater rate, premium, or 
intereft than lop-rccrti per annum , fo that the 
lead intcreff, fhate, port cn, or dividend, or any 
other profit, advantage, oremolupient whatfoever, 
^hall m refpeft thereof exceeding the fiid pre- 
mium, or intereft of id per cent per annum, as 
pforefaid, anle, or accrue urto him, the faid 
b rt Lrd Chvc, his heirc, executors, or admini- 
firators , or unto anv other perfons whatfeever, 
through fnendlhip, favour, or inPucnce exerted 
by him in their behalf, contrary to the true intent 
and Jpirit of the o th hereunto annexed And the 
c- fa d Robert lord Clivc doth hereby further cove- 
nant and agree, that hs ftiall no , ror w ill upon 
any account or prctcnccwhaifocvcr.cjireflly or m- 
circfily accept, take, or receive, nor knowingly, 
vvitijtjgly, or willingly fylfcr or permit to be accep- 
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ted, taken, or received, by any perfon or peclbna 
for liiS life Of in troft for him, his heirs, executors, 
and adminiftrators ; or for any other perfon or per* 
fons wlmever, out of perfonai friendihip to them, 
Or regard to his own intcred, dircflly orindi- 
refily ; any jcVrcls, eRefls, fum, or fumsofmo- 
,ney, whether by bonds, bills, notes, obligations, 
or otherwife^^ or accept of, retain, or keep any 
fee, gratuity, or reward in jewels, effefts, money, 
obligations} orpromlfcs or afluranecs of money m 
writing of any nature, or other thing \\hatfoevcr 
which has been heretofore depofiied for fcrviccs 
promifed to be performed, or favours to be receiv- 
ed, or which fhall hereafter be depofited, lent, re- 
ceived, or paid into bis handsor cuftody* or into the 
hands or cuftody of any other per/bn or perfons in 
truft for him, nor knowingly permit or fufferany 
other perfon or perfons to receive, take, or ac- 
cept of the fame or any part thereof by his autho- 
rity or influence from iny king, prince, vizier, 
munfubdar, nabob, dewan, fowzdar, zemindar, 
or from any other perfon or perfons, natural-born 
fubjeSts of the Ead Indies, China, PerDa, or Mo- 
cha, of what degree, nomination, or quality foc- 
Ver ; or ftotn any fetvant, agent, or council of 
any king, prince, vizier, imunfubdar, nabob, dc- 
Wan, fowzdar, or zemindar, exceeding the -value 
‘or amount fpeciaed in the covenants with the faid 
tmited company. And the fold Robert lord CHve 
doth further covenant and agree, that no other 
.emolument or advantage whatfoever, (excepting 
as herein excepted) Ihall in any wife hQwlmvetv 
dircilly or indireftly, arife or accrue to him, his 
heir» executors. Or adminidrators, orto any other 
• R r r z perfon 
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pcrfon whatfoevcr, through favour or'fricndflnp 
either from his’ ofEce or for, or by rcafon or means 
of the influence or authority he may have, as prefi* 
dent and governor ; nor will he, the faid Robert 
lord Clive, receive, or knowingly permit any o- 
ther perfon to receive any fee, gratuity, or advan- 
tage from the difpofal of any place, employmenr, 
or office to any European or any other perfon what- 
ever, in or out of the company’s fcrvice And in 
order to a difeovery to, and fatisfaction for any 
actings or doings of the faid Robert lord Clive, 
or breach of any covenant, claufc, article, or a- 
grtement herein contained, contrary to the true in- 
Itent and meaning hereof ; itu hereby agreed, that 
it lhall and may, be lawful to and for the fatd uni- 
ted company, and their fucctlTors, to exhibit, of 
file any bill, or bills of complaint of difeovery in. 
his majefty's court of chancery, or exchequer at 
Weliminlter, or by threcror more of* the council at 
I'ort William for the time being, on behalf of the 
faid united company, io the honourable the mayor’s 
■court for the town of Calcutta at Fort William 
aforefaid, or by any other perfon or perfons what- 
foev'fer, againft him, the faid Robert lord Clive, 
his executors and admini-tlrators, whereunto the faid 
Robert lord CUve doth hereby agree, that he will 
not demur, nor plead in bar of the difeovery, or 
relief fought by fuch tall or bills, that hereby he 
is, may or lhall become liable to any penalty, or 
^forfeiture, by force of any law, or ftatute, bond, 
covenant, 'agreement, or otherwife howfoever ; but 
Riall make, and put in a full and perfect anfiver, 
or anfwers lo all the parts thereof, and fltall not in 

. fuch 
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fucK ’anfw’cr,' or anfwcrs infift upon any penalty, 
forfeiture, hw or flaiute, bond, covenant or agrcc'- 
ment, or alledge any matter whatfoever whereby 
ID prevent, bar, or preclude the faid company, or 
any other perfon, or perfons from the difcovcry or 
relief fought, or to be fought by fuch bill, or bills 
as aforefnid. And for the true, full, and faithful 
pcrfo’rmance of every article, claufc, promife, to- 
Venant and agreement herein contained, and the 
true intent and meaning thereof, on the part ^nd 
behalf of the faid . Robert lord Clive, he the 
fi>d Robert lord Clive doth hereby bind and 
oblige:, hipifelf, his heirs, executors and admi- 
niftrators, unto the faid united company and 
their fuccefibrs, in the penal fum of 1 50,000!. of 
lawful money of Great Britain, to be recovered ia 
cafe the laid Robert lord Clive fhill act contrary to 
the true intent and nie.aniog of thefe prefents ? one 
third part of the faid fom of One hundred and fifty 
thoufand pounds Rcrling to be paid and be paya- 
ble unto fuch perfon or perfons as fiiall fue fo? the 
fame, after information and full proof fball be n?ade 
thereof in the court, of chancery, exchequer, or the 
mayor’s court at Calcutta, or before the court of 
directors of \he faid united Company and their fuc- 
ceflbrs, or' before 'the council at Fort William 
aforefaid ; and the icmairiing two thirds, part 
thereof fiiall be paid to, and for the ufe of the faid 
united company and their fuccefibrs. In witness 
tvhereof, theprefidentand council ofFort Willian^ 
in behalf of the iaid united Fail India company, 
* have hereunto fet their hands, and the feal of the 
/faid company on the one part, and tire faid Roberc 
' lord Clive has fet his hand and feal on the other 

parr,. 
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piTtf this firft day of October, in the year of odj? 
X.ofd One fhoufand fevcn hundred and fixty-fix. 


CLIVE. 


Signed, ftaled, and de- 
livered, in Calcutta the 
day and j ear above- 
written, (where no 
ftampt paper is to be 
hadj in the prefence of 
us, 

Alexander Campbell, ^ CJi^e^ 

Hcniy Strachey, 

.■VVilliam Wynne, 

John Carnac, Thomas kufnbold, 

Harry Vcrclll, William Alderfcy, 

Randolph Marriott, Thomas Kelfall, 
Hugh Watts, , Charlcs'Ffio)ef. 

Claud Ruflcll, ’ 

And at the .fame time he the faid Robert lord 
Chve produced a certain affidavit, or oath in vri- 
'■ting, annexe^i to the before-mentioned deed or 

• writing, which is contained in thcfollouing words • 

• that IS to fay: 
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In the honourable the mayor’s court for the fowa 

• , of Calcutta in Bengal. 

I Robert lord Clive, prefident and governor 'of 
Fort William in the kingdom of Bengal, in the 
Eaft Indies, do voluntarily of my own free will 
and accord, moil folcmnly and fincercly fwear, 
teftify and depofe, io the prcfencc of Almighty 
God, that i will not from this time forward, du- 
ring my continuance as prefident, or gov'crnor of 
Ford William, direflly or tndircflly carry onj-ufe, 
or exercife any trade or commerce In the way of a 
merchant, or otherwife traffic, adventure, or trade 
in any commodities whatfoever, at, to, in, or from 
the Eaft Indies, China, Perfia, or Mocha, or in 
any part thereof,* or clftwhere between the Cape of 
Good Hope and the Screights of Magellan ; cither 
on my own account, 0/ m copnpany with, or on 
account of any other perlbn or perfons, in any ar- 
ticle of merchandize whatfoever, (fave and except 
for the benefit of the EngUfh EaR India company, 
and except in fuch goods and merchandizes as fliall 
be remaining on hand, and unfold at the time I 
commented prefident and governor of Fort Wil- 
liam, andiwhercin Ino\^haveany fhare or inter- 
eft, which only I Ihall or may fell or difpofe of, or 
give commiffions or dircftions for the felling the 
.dame; and further, fave and except, and it 1$ the 
"true injent and meaning, hereof, that nothing 

• herein contained fhall extend or be conftrued ;o 
extend, to prevent, preclude, or hinder me from 
purchaCmg diamonds or other precious ftoncs, prp- 

*> yided } do not difpofe of the fame by vi ay of bar- 
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ter or file here, or in any other 'part of the Eaft 
Jndic-V or /rom fending or remitting my eflatc and 
fortune to England bills or in any other lhape» 
•RhatfoeverJ ; and that I will not directly or indi- 
rectly from henceforward during my continuance 
as prefident, orgovernorof fort William, advance, 
lend, or place out, nor wittingly or wjHingly per- 
mit or fuffer any other perfon or perfons in my 
name, or to my ufc, to advance, lend, or place 
out any fum or fums of money at any rate, pre. 
mjum, orinrereft, exceeding lO per cent per an- 
num, fo that the leaft intereft, fhare, portion, di- 
vidend, or any other profit, advantage, or emo- 
lument whatfoever fhallin refpect thereof, fi:fcecd- 
ing the premium, or mtereft of ten per cent, per 
annum above-mentioned, artfe or accrue unto me, 
my heirs^ executors, or adminlftrators, or unto 
^ny other perfon or perfons whatfoever, through 
frtendfhip, favour, orinfluence exerted by me in 
their behalf, contriryio the true intent and Ipirit 
of this oath. - j 

• And I do moft folemnly Twear, that I will not 
vpor\ any account or pretence whatever, directly 
or indirectly, accept, take, or receive, nor know- 
ingly, wittingly, or willingly fuffer or permit to 
be accepted, taken oV received by any per- 
fon or perfons in trull for me, my heirs, executors 
or adminiftrators, or Jor any perfon or ’ per- 
fons vharever our of perfonal frjendfhip to rhem^ 
or regard to my own mtereft, directly or indi- 
rectly, any jcv’els, effects, fgm or funis of money, 
■whether by bonds, bills, notes, obligations, or 
othervife, or accept of, retain, or keep any fee, 

' . « . . . , gratuity^ 
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gMtuIty, or rev/ard in jcv'cls, effefls, money, or 
obliaga^ions, or promifcs or afllsraQces ofmonej m 
writmg of any nature, or other , thing uhatfoever, 
which has been heretofore depofited for fervices 
promifed to be performed, or favours to be re- 
ceived, or which fhall hereafter be depofited, lent, 
received, or paid into my hands or cuftody, or to 
any other perfons in troll: for me j nor knowingly 
permit or fuffer any other perfon or perfons to re- 
ceive, take, or accept of the fame or any part 
thereof, by my authority or influence, from any 
king, prince, vizier, munfubdar, nabob, dewan, 
fowadar, zemindar, or from \ any other perfon 
or perfons natural-born fubjefls of the Eaft Indies, 
China, Perfia, or Mocha, of what degree, nomi- 
nation, or quality foever ; or from any fervant, or " 
agent, or council of any king, prince, vizier, mun- 
ftibdar, nabob, dewan, fowzdar, or zemindar, ex. 
peedmg the value or amoixic fpecified in our cove- 
nants With the faid united company ; the full in- 
tent and meaning of this oath,bcing, and I do mofi: 
folcrtinly d\vear, that my full and true intent and 
meaning is, that in confideration of the fum of one 
and one-eighth per cent, upon the r cvenues of 
Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla* (fave and except the 
revenues of the lands of the faid united company at 
Calcutta, Burdwan, Midnapore, an^ Chittlgong) 
to be paid to me in monthly, quarterly, or yearly 
payments, during the time I fhall continue to be 
prefidentand goyernorof Fort Willitiih , and likc- 
wife in confideration of my falary, ftated, allow an- * 
CCS, and commiflion upon^the mint, coral, and 
upon freight goods, and lo per cent, intcceftt or^ 
premium upon any fum orfums of money 1 flialf 
^ Sff t or 
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or may hereafter lend, advance, or place out pt 
interelt as before^mentioncd ; no other emolumeiic 
or advantage whattbever ftiall In any w ife hov foe- 
Ver, direflly or indireftly, arife or accrue unto me, 
my heirs, executors, or adminiftrators, or to any 
other perfon whatever, through favourer fnend- 
fhip from me, either from my office, 'or for, or by 
reafon or means of the influence and autliority I 
may ha\e as prefident and governor of Fort 
William. 

I further fw ear, that I will not mjfelf receive^ 
or hiiowingly permit any other perion to receive 
any fee, gratuity or advantage fiom the difpofal 
of any place, employment or office, to any Luro- 
pcan or any other perfon whatever, tn or out of 
the company’s fctvicc,; and that 1 will not in any 
manner break through, or aCt in any rcfpedl du- 
ring the time I fliall contiroe to be prefident and 
governor of Fore Wilha’m, contrary to any article, 
covenant, claufe, proraifc and agreement contained 
jn, or the true intent and meaning of a certain 
indenture, bearing date this Brft day of Oftober, 
one thoufand fevtn hundred and fixty-fix, and 
made in mention to be m?de between the faid 
united company of the one part, and Robert lore! 
Clive, on the* other part, but that I w'lli truly arn^ 
faithfully perform the fame. ‘ 

So help me God. 

Sworn in open court ’ ’ 

«. at Fort AVilliam the (Signed) Clive, 
f rft day ofOdlober, rn ' 

the fixth year of the 
reign of king GcorgO 
the tliird. 


]ohn Holme, Reglftef, 
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. Whereupon the fald deed or Writing Was pub- 
licly, audibly dnd diftmrtly read over in the fald 
.court *, and immediately afterwards the fald afHda- 
Mt,^or oath 'in writing, was ih the fame manner 
read oiicr in the fald court, and thdn and there 
duly taken and fworn ttJ by him, the faid Robert 
lord Chve. , ' 

' lu order to cortipate the modern 'tradi of the 
‘Engllfh in Bengal, with the early trade of the 
Europeans In thd interior provinces of InUoftaa, 
it is ncceliarv to give anhiftorical accoUric of tlie 
fuccefTive merchants, adventurers of divers nations, 
who obtained a licence from the emperors of Indus 
to trade with their fubjects, and to erect fictories 
la their domirtions, for their commercial advantage 
and fecuruy.' 

The Portuguese were the firfl: European nation 
who Firft vehiured to penetrate into thefe remote 
regions. It was owing to the enterpnfing' genius, 
fagacity, tefoludon anU perfeverance of orie of 
their princes, whofe meric and cHfeoveries difri- 
garded by his cotemporarics, has met with mote 
"jullide from pbflerity, that the fimeand profperlty 
of thefe Lufitamans teach’d the mod diltant parts 
' of the horpUable globe. 

' This prince waS Dar> Henriqhe, fourth fon of 
John the firrt, king of Portugal, by his qUeen 
; Philippa, daughter of John of Gaunt, ‘.cluke of 
Lancafter, fourth fon of the third Edward, the 
_ renowned king of England. Don Hehrique, Duke 
of Vifeu received from his uncle Henry'the fourili 
^ bf England, with his father and his brothers 
tfieenTighs of the order of the garter. His genips 
directed to ufcful (bidies enriched his nation wiih 
i ' - ‘ navU 
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naval cUrcoveries. Kurope pot from him the firH 
knowledge and his country the valuable acquifition 
oi the Madeira and Azores iflands, and the fuccef- 
five difeoveties he direficd, had before hU death 
intended for on thecoaft of Guinea. 

His example and fuccefs induced the Portugueze 
to purfue thofe honourable and ufeful undertalangs< 
■which were gradually extended to the Cape of 
Good Hope, firft known by the cape of ftorms, 
difeovered by Bartholomew Dias in 14S7, five 
years before Columbus had the glorious fight of 
another hcmifphcre. This cape, after many fruit- 
lefs attempts of other navigatori, was fuccefsfully 
doubled towards the end of the year 1497, by Va- 
gco de Gama, who purfued his voyage afterwards 
to Calicut on the coaft of Malabar t uherc in pro* 
greffion many other eflablifhments were afterwards 
made. ' 

The early fruits of thit national emulation were 
theacquifitionof the parts of Angclia, which foon 
made the Portugueze mafters of that kingdom,, 
and likewife the Ifland of Mafambrque^to the caft- 
ward of the Cape, from which Ifland for, a long 
time, they carried on a profitable trade with the 
inhabitants -of the oppofilc coaft of Africa, for gold 
‘ duft, elephants teeth, cowrie% &c. 

Xhcra arc fcveralgood harbours 6n the eaftern 
-coaft of Africa, extendingfrom the Cape of Good 
Hope, northward to the red fea ; particularly thofe 
ofSefala and Melinda. It is well known, that the 
country of Monomotapa, oit the fhorc of which 
Sofala is fituated, has very rich gold mines, and 
abundance of elephants ; but as it is fituated to the 
^ eaftward of the Cape of Good Hope,, the coaft is 
* . vlthin 
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Vathin the extenfivc limits of thofe tegions to which 
the iiall India company have an esclufive right of 
trading, they make little other trfe of it than for 
taking in water and cattle on tkeir voyages. Thfc 
India company’s exclufive right of trade to this 
country, which might be made a fruitful fourcc of 
commerce, prevent others from attaining an advan- 
tage of ti'hich they will not avail themfclvis, which 
h an object deferving national confideration. '' 
The navigation to India being thus opened by the 
Portugueze, it would probably Toon have introdu- 
ced many rivals to them in thofe fcas, had not the 
difeovery of America lb fpeedily followed ic ; the 
nearer fituation of which country,* and the great 
importations of filvcr which Spain made from 
thence, eng'aged’ other nations to prefer the new 
world, ahd particularly the Enghih, who were 
early and fuccefsful m their American difeove- 
ries. . ' 

Portugal therefore was a long time unrivalled ia 
their Afiatic commerce, and norw Ithftanding bi- 
gotry and Tcligious perfccution, the natural ene- 
mies of arts and induhry, prevented their free in- 
tercourfe with the natives, yet this kingdom was 
gradually enriched by jt to an dmazlng degree. 
'J he prolpenty of Portugal continued to the time 
of the failure of the male branchci of the royal fa- 
mily, when Philip the fecond of Spain ^availing 
himfclfof this opportunity.to take pofleffion of that 
kingdom, their conquers in America; their fre- 
quent war^ with other powers, as well as widi 
their own fubjects in the Kethcrlands, made the 
Spaniards To attractive to Other purfuits, as to fli- 
aoulatc the Dutch, when they had caft off the yoke 



[ 1 

6f their oppreflbrs, to eftablifh after their example 
a formidable pouer in the caft» to the great preju- 
dice of the Portugueze fettlemenis m Afia, Africa, 
and America 

Jt \yas owing to thejealoufy whicfi Spam enter 
tamed of the Portugueze, contrary to their ownin- 
terelb, to their ambitious vievt 5 m Europe, and to 
their predileftion for America, that the Dutch be 
came the monopolizers of the fpice trade in India, 
which IS the moft valuable of the branches of eaftern 
luxury, the times could not be more favourable to 
the Dutch encroachments, as the general peace of 
Europe was diilurbed by religious and civil revo- 
lutions ^ 

In thefirflraera of the Portugueze power in Indfa, 
their merchants ufedto trade in the inland partsot 
Indoftan, foch as Agra, Azmser, Burrampore, 
Eehorne and down the nCcr Indus to Talta and 
Amadavac As earlyas^the jear 1563, they ufed 
to fend forty five Ihips from Bengal, loaded \\ith 
rice, cloth, fugar, long pepper, wood, oil and o- 
ther commodities to the Malabar coaft every year. 

In thefc times, every polTiblc encouragement V as 
given by the Moguls to merchants of all nations, 
who, contrary to the picfcdt impolitic conduft of the 
EngUfla Baft India company, were allowed free in- 
grcls and regrefs for their traffic to and from Ben- 
g^l* by land and by water , infomuch that large 
caravans over land were ufed to come from the 
moft djftant parts, even from Mufeovy, as well as 
•large fleets of boats down the rivers Jumne and 
Ganges, for the purpofes of trade into Bengal and 
the adjacent prOYinccs. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Ralph Filch one of queen Elizabeth’s am-, 
bafladors CO the emperor OLbur, fays, that in the 
*year i58i:,'when he went from Agra to Bengal, 
he fet olF in the company of many merchants, with 
a fleet of ! So boats, clown the Jumne, loaded with 
fait (meaning a fpccies of rock fait called lemball) 
opium, carpets and other commodities. 

The Fortugueze from their bigotted zeal, and 
their av'arice, had been guilty of fuch oppreflions 
towards the natives, as ferved effectually to roo; 
in their hearts an antipathy towards the Europeans. 
This, and the rivalffiip of the Dutch ^nd Englifh 
ruined their affairs in IndFa, ever fince the year 
1 6oo. From the time of the Ponugueze firft acqui- 
ring power on the Malabar coaft, they demolifhed 
the idol of the .Oentoos, and endeavoured by perw 
fecution to force them to the profeflionof chriftia- 
nity, which proved deftruciive of all commercial 
intercourfe and as foon as the natives found pro- 
tection and toleration In any new European fettle- 
menc, all the trade in the neighbouring Fortu- 
gueze parts gradually declined. John III. king of 
Portugal in a letter dated the 8th of March 154^, 
to Don Juande Caftro, who died viceroy of India, 
a nobleman of high charjictcr, gave him the mofl 
rigorous inftructions for the extirpation of idola- 
ters. The Gentoos about Goa are to this day ob- 
liged to go fcv’cral leagues from the city, whene- 
ver they perform any of their religious ccrc- 
jnonits. 

The trade of England dircdlly w-ith India, v/ts 
.hardly heard of till towards the latter end of the 
reign of queen , Elizabeth, who in the year ih'oq, 
grilled her firft charter, or letters patent to cer- 
‘ . tain 
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tarn adventurers of tim country, for fifteen years’, 
which the had the precaution to make revocable 
at plealure j on two years notice being given un-' 
der the privy feal. A new company was ellablifli- 
ed in the reign of Charles II. and the acquifuion of 
Bombay,parcofthe dowry of his queen Catherine, 
made their moft important fett/cment. Yet this 
trade during the reign of Charles and James the fc- 
cond was yery limited, as the company was ck'- 
cumferibed to fix good fliips and fix pinnaces to be 
employed therem. Thus the conkitution of Eng- 
land was violated for the fake of cftabliibing a 
commercial monopoly, though their operations 
tvere fo confined. Portugal m thefe dai s had re- 
covered ks independency, and India ftiU continu- 
ed to be a great object 'with that kingdom. One 
of the national tributes to the marriage of Charles 
with the infanta Catherine, being the celTion ofBom- 
"bay to the crown of England \ Charles whofe ne- 
'ce^ty was the confcquence of his profufion to 
, miftrelTes'and fycophants, received an equivalent 
from the company for this acquifuion, who like- 
•wife paid him for granting to them an cxclufive 
’charter. King>WiIham himfclf,, his minifters and 
fome members of his co^incil received a propor- 
tionate fum, when a new charter was granted to 
the company, w^hout any limitation whatever to 
their trade. 

Either the advantages of this exclufive trade 
muft have been known to Charles II. .is there were 
lome fecret motives for fettering in fuch a manner, 
•fo'important an undertaking. Thofe who attained 
’sic firfl charter after the revolution, were fo Ian- 
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in their mcafurcs, as .to' give encouragement, 
to 3 let of adventurers to eftabltdi a new company 
In deSince of the. royal, prerogative, and in oppo- . 
fition to a bod} of, men, v\ho ought to have been 
pofiedcd of luch knowledge, from experience,’ as 
\vouW have given them romrial advantages over 
rivaU Icfs praO:ifcd in the bufinefs. The Eaft In- 
dia trade was very inlignificant tiU after the revolu- 
tion. The rival contention of the two companies, 
which diould have encouraged them to fpirited 
undertakings, coniioucd tiU the 6ih of queen Anne, 
when by an aft of parliament the two companies 
were united. This confolidaied company has exirced 
ever fince, aneV by a late exienfion or that which 
they poltefs nt prcfcnt, they are bktly to cxift till 
the )ear rySf 

Since the union of the two companies, the im- 
mcnfc improvement of our American -and African 
commerce have confideraj)!)! augmented the con- 
fiimptlon of Indian commodities ; as well as the 
great incrcafe of the^callico-princing bufinefs in this 
kingdom, Owing to an extenoed foreign demand 
through a variety oF channels. The ufu of tea be- 
came tinivcrfal in this kingdom, and the colonies 
•has difieminated through the habitable globe this 
preferable branch of Indiad traffic. 

In the early periods of the Eafi: India trade the 
Englifli as" well as other European adventurers, 
lifcd to trade freely inland, under the proteftjon 
of the mogul governmenti tranfporttng their goods 
•in the carriages of, the country called hekcerlcs * 
CO the molt interior parts of Indoftan, where they 
carried on a confiderablc trade m dndigo, v/hicfi 
ufcA to anfwer verjr well till the culdvation of that 
T 1 1 plant 
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plant in America *, but upon the coifufion intro* 
ducccl, after the provinces of the empire were dif- 
raembered, rendered the fecurity of merchants en** 
tircly precarious ; they became fubjeft to very 
great impofitions, from the new fovcrcigns of ihcle 
provinces through which they paflird, «ho cxa^cd 
confidcrable fums for reparations of pretended m- 
juries, or grants of privileges difputed afterwards. 
When the affairs of the united company became 
reduced to a more regular fjflcm, none in their 
fervice, or under their jurifdiflion were permitted 
to go far into the inllnd country, without leave 
from the governor and council of which place, ar 
which they refided. Thefc reftridlions were pru- 
dent and neceffary, with regard to the fervanis of 
the company and their dependent^, while the 
country continued tn fb unfirttled a flate ; but fince 
thofe countries are fobjeft to the Enghih com- 
pany’s abfolute dominions, inftead of more indul- 
gence and freedom, the merchants have only charig- 
cd their fubjeftion to the nabob’s exaflions for all 
the accumulated evils of hwlefs oppreflion, and 
monopolies injurious to their trade, and calculated 
to rob them of the fruits of their induflry. 

" The whole trade of the EngliQi Eafl India com- 
pany in Bengal confifls in the fale of broad'clotb, 
perpets,’ copper, iron, lead, and a few other com- 
modities from Europe ; and in the purchafe of 
piece goods, filk, drugs, falipctre and othef arti- 
t clcs for* the cargoes of their fiiips bound home* 
T/ards. The Dutch befides their European imports 
and exports, carry on a confidcrable trade on their 
company’s account, from port to port in India, 
;parrfca?arfy' *‘in japan copper, tin, campAiVe, 
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tuten^gtf, fugir, fpices, ‘china-ware», arrack, 
&c. but the only trade of this kind earned 
on for account of the .EngUlh company is a lit- 
tle opium from Bengal to Bencoolen, about 600 
bales of cotton on a fhip, flow and then from Bom- 
bay or Surat, as tonnage offers, and a little pepper 
from Bencoolen to China, all of w hich is very in- 
confiderable. 

' All the goods imported by the Englifli compiny 
into Bengal are fold at fVated periods by public 
auflion, called in India an outcry^: and upon the 
file, a difcount of nine, lix or three per cent is al- 
lowed, according as the purchafer clears out his 
goods within the limited time. To thefe outcries 
all'perfons, without dUVmaion arc invited by the 
'allowance of a duftuck for fuch goods as they pur- 
Chafe, ivhtch'is given by the governor upon the 
■‘clearing them out. 

The preverfion of ihp invedment (by which i$ 
underftood the goods purchafed at firft hand, from 
the weavers or manufacturers) for the cargoes of 
'■fhips returning to Europe, is made from advance^ 
In’ready money in the inland countries, partly ‘un- 
der the direction of the chiefs and refidents at the 
company's fubordinatc fidloricj of Chittigong, 
Luckypore, Dacca, Co^embhz'ir, Maldah, l^atna, 
Burdwan and Midnaporc, who fend black agents 
into the interior parts for that purpofe, under the 
direction of a member of the board of council at _ 
Calcutta, who fills the poft of export warchoufe- 
keeper. » 

The foie lawful difference between the trade of 
‘the EngUfh Company and the trade of the 
Englifli free merchants and free mariners, as it was 
ever underdood and praftifed in India during rh^ 
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irdcpendercy of the niogU go\errmcrt, %\as that 
the coropan}*s goods, b) virtue of the mogurs Sr- 
maiin, conhrnied aftertvards by the ufurping na- 
bob’s jn their treaties with tic ccpipan), paPed 
\uth their petmit, dut} free, mHiIc thole ot the 
■free merchants and other traders were expofed to 
the pajment of thcduucs cftablifhcd U} the coon- 
irj government. 

The Tortugueze hate, for a confidcrable time 
paft, fcarce carried on an> regular trade at tl eir 
fettlcmcnt of ^ardcU , the Dutch, J rpneh arc! 
Danes, the latter of obtained at their fetile- 
ment of Serampore their funnud from the nabob 
Alla\and\ Khawn, about threel ord twenty years 
ago, ought id cuifc to poflefs the privilege of tra- 
ding in all articles without tycepuon , paving np 
duties on fuch good# as they import but only tvro 
and one half per cent, at Hoogly on what they 
(sporc b) fea, conforming in all ether articles of 
trade ro the cftablUhcd cUlcm of the empire- T hey 
lihcwife pofTefs a fmalldiftrict of land roupd each 
of ihtir iettlemcnts, and hive btcn always uftd to 
giVe alfo their refpeeme duduchs, with their 
goods. 

The Armenians have ever bptp a gTt?t copn- 
mcxcial body in Indoflan, and had ccnrdrnble 
leitleiEcnts at Eencal, pinivularly at '^ydahad. 
Their ccirircice was likcv ife t(labh/hed by the 
mogul’s firnnun, whnrcbv the duties on the two 
principal articles of their trarir, piece goods, and 
t5w filk were fixed at three and one ard a halfpfir 
cent but after the lubverfon of the irogul em- 
pire, and during the reign of ihe nabob ulurpcfs, 
they were like the Duropcans, txpefed at tjmes to 

great 
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great Irapofitions and interruptions of thejr trade; 
siprefent, fince the Englilh company have taken 
the fovereignty of the country into their pwn 
hands, they all trade under the appearance of the 
old forms, fubjectinall places as within the Ben- 
gal provinces, out of the jurifdiction "of their ref- 
pectivc fettlcments, to fuch regulations as the 
Englilh are pleafed to, impofe on them, ^vith the 
enjoined fanclion of the nominal Nabob’s ; which 
regulations on divets pecafions amoUat to a total 
prohibition of their trade, being in general a tem- 
porary, often contradictory, and wholly calculated 
for oblltuction. \Vhen the foreigners'. prove re- 
fractory the fowzdar of Hoogly is ordered to fur- 
round ilifiir feiilemcnts with troops; in the name of 
ihe nabob, to flop their provifions, .and .interrupt 
their trade. This has been frequently practifed, 
•Thus the dinerence 'between the- Jawful trade, of 
ihe company’s .fetvapts and other, pcrfona-Tciiding 
under the company’s protection .was, that the covc- 
rantcdTcrvants ot the company, were by the con- 
nivance of the country government and long eda- 
blllhed ufage, indulged with duduejes for carrying 
'on their trade duty free, while the others for, wane 
of that pefmir, were fobjfctcd to the' payment’ of 
the government duties. The inconveniencies and 
•impofitions to which^the European free-traders 
Avere expofed, for want of this order, were fuch as 
generally induced them to prefer, contracting witji 
the ‘company’s fervants for the, delivery of fucji 
goods as they wanted in Calcutta ; this fn /act a- 
inounted-to almoft a total excluHon from the inland 
,tpde, from one place to another, which when 
Bengal ftouyiflied was veiy beneficial. 

' .“With 
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With.rerpect to the trade that ua? actually car- 
ried on wuhtn the company's fcttlcments of Cal- 
cutta, Madrafs and Bombay, all tvere upon an e- 
qua) footing. , 

Such was the fituaiion of trade before the Fng- 
lifl^ company 'made themfelves the fovrrcigns of 
Bengal j and this rcprcfentatlon is agreeable to the 
ideas of the former coujrts of directors in England ; 
who in their general letters to India, in the year 
3757, gave directions upon this fubjuGr to iheir dif- 
ferent prefldencies in this manner; '* That ail per- 
fons under the protection of the company fbould 
iiavetheilibcrty of reforting to, and trading at all 
and of the company’s lettlemcnis in the Eaft 
Indicsrand at'all Other placcs’within the company’s 
limits, in as full, true and exten-five manner as the 
reft of the company’s fervants ; they paying the 
duties according to the ufual and cuftomary me- 
thods and rates cftablift^d -at fuch places and 
about'the fame time, in order to afccrialn the 
'rights of perfons refiding upon the Weftern coafi: 
'of Sumatra, the court of directors were alfo pleafed 
to give’^theirinftructions totheprefident and coun- 
cil at Bombay, m the following words. ** All 
perfons fcfidmg upon tte Weftern coalHof Suma- 
tra, whofliall refort to, and trade either by |them- 
■felves* or their agents, at Fort George, Fort 
■William or Bombay, and their refpective depen- 
Menciesare to-biiy and fell publicly or' privately, 
*<3S they themfelves Oiallchqofe ; dealing' freely and 
wtthov'tteftraint'a%ith whomCoever they fhall think 
proper andMf 'contrary to this article, they fliall 
'be opprefTed oT Injured by anyperfon whatfoever, 
fuch. perfons, ‘Tet their rank -be whadt may, will 
' incut 
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incur our higheft dirpleafure, and {hall certainly 
feel the weight of our rcfcntmcnt.*’ Thpfc were 
the judicious orders given for the protection of 
ttade by former courts of directors, and whoevef 
has any notions of trade, mufl: be perfuaded, that 
it is the interefl of the company to encourage pri^ 
vate traders of all nations in India, as the lale oj 
their ftaple imports mufl: incrcafe in proportion tc 
the number of the purchafers, and the manufactu- 
rers are encouraged, according to the quantity cl 
goods brought to market, upon the iyftem of s 
free inland trade. But fince the Enghfh Eaft In- 
dia company are become fomeigns, they and theii 
fubftirutes have been e;{clufively the foie mcrchanti 
in Bengal, and^fsemto have adopted fentiment 
totally repugnant to the true fpirlc of mercantile 
affairs'} they have of late even ventured to alTert, 
that they alone have a right to trade in India ; ant 
in confequcnce of that abford opinion, they hav< 
direfted certain merchants, inhabitants of Cal 
cucra, not to trade} alledging, ,that though the^ 
might have a legal right to refide at their fettle 
ments, they could havc'no right to trade there 
which is a Contradiction, as a merchant appears n' 
longer in that capacity, when he is precluded fron 
exerting his profeflion. ' ' 

It is true, 'chat fuch reflriftions have never beei 
laid but upon particular perfons, whom the com 
pany defigned to opprefs. But the Bate of tl i 
' company’s government mufl'be very defpicablc 
wherein the general fyftcm of juftice is perverse 
for the fake of diftrefling an individual. ; 

This abfurd and iropoUtical doctrine has neve 
been maintained and enforced till within ten yeai 

pafl 



t yoi* J 

(JalV, fince ufiich time every manoeuvre of the 
f'overnor fecins to Invc been direfled to an ini- 
quittous monopoly of the interior trade of Bengali 
lo cRc£t this, the eppreflions and hardfhips piac- 
tifed to deftfoy the manufadlurcrs of the country 
arc unexampled, the monopolies of the company 
have occafioned frequent complaint-; from the a- 
genis of the French and the Doicli companies j 
the Uft, upon a recent difpuic made propofaU to 
phe Englilh for a participation of the ucavers. As 
nothing can fhew the rtatc of the company's inland 
trade, better than the words of their prcHdent and 
council at Calcutta, upon this verj'. Jubjcdl, In a 
general letter to the directors, dated the 14th of 
September 1767. \Yc fhall inferc here the (C.jd 
paragraph, which was as follows : 

“ A participation of the weavers would be to 
ihrow off the mafk, and acknow ledge ourfelves the 
fovereigns of the country. It would countcr*afl in 
the moftexprcffive mannef.theprefcffions we make, 
the appearances w c neccfiarily affume andthe endea-^ 
vours we ufc of feeming to aft from the nabob’s au- 
thority only.In a word; the difproportion of hands, 
^neceflary to form their inveftment and yours u ovild 
appear fo great, that v/c could not accept the pro- 
pofals of participation, i^thout confeffing all that 
policy required Ihould be concealed,” 

Various and innumerable arr the methods of op- 
preffing the poor weavers, which are daily prafti- 
ied by the company’s agentsand gomaflahs in the 
Ocuntry ; fuch as fines imprifcnmcnts, floggings, 
exafting bonds from them* &c. by which the 
number of weavers in -the couutty has^* been 
' greatly dacrcafcd. 'The natural confequences have’ 
been the fcarciiy, deamefs and debafement of the 

manu- 
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factuTcs, as •well as a great dimmuiiorv 
,%'enucs j and the provifion of the company’s in- 
vellment has thtreb? now become a Tnonopo\v to 
the almoft cmire exclulion of all others, exccpnng 
the higheft company's fcrvanis, who’ having the 
management of the inveftment, .provide forthem- 
felvQs and their friends tcgardlels of the company’s 
interen:. The foreign coinpames arcalfo permit- 
ted to. make fomc Imall mveftments to prevent^ 
clamours in Europe. 

It is fcarcely poHiblc to conceive the cxlftence 
of fuch cruel opprcfilons and ruinous meafurcs as 
have taken place in the Bengal province of lace 
years 5 but particularly fince the Englini EaH: In- 
dia company are become the fovereigns of a rich 
aud potent kingdom, and their government in 
Bengal, military as well as'civil. 

\Vhen the grand Mogul, Fanakfecf, granted 
his firmaun for exempting the * nglifli from the 
payment of all duties, their trade was very infigni- 
fcant, and their legal pofiedlons of lands were 
circumferibed within forty leagues, about fifteen 
acres round every factory. From that time to the 
year 1753, it\\k5 the cuftom for the company in 
Bengal generally to provicte their goods upon con- 
tracts with the mcrcbanis, who received a part of 
the money in advance. The merchants known by 
Jhe appellation of dadney merchants contracted un- 
der penalties, to deliver the goods at dated times 
and prices, at the company’s principal feedement^ 
and were of courfe amenable to the laws of the 
counpry, when they or their agebts were guilty of 
irregular practices ; in that Jltuatlon, the detri- 
pjcijt accruing to the government from the great 
U u u partia- 
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pirtwlify fheu'n to the English m preference to the 
mogul’s fubjects, was comparatively inconfider^* 
tie ; but the mogul had certainly no conception of 
the great advantages of this commerce, and its Im- 
provements, on which he had granted fo unlimi- 
ted an exemption from duties. 

The preference granted to the Englifh gave then} 
‘great advantages when they came to deal with the 
weavers in the Inland country, where the factors 
and agents employed by the company. In this 
change on the mode of providing their invedmenr, 
were in general treated with great refpect. 'J'his 
influence increafed with the pov.cr of the Englifh 
company j fo that after the defeat of Scrajah al 
Dotvlah, in 1756, that nabob "was forced reen- 
gage *' that he or his officers, ihould on no ac- 
count interfere with the gomadahs of the Englifh } 
but that care fliould be taken that their bufinefs 
fliould not be obdructed jn any way t and thele 
dgents fo well availed themfclvcs of this new ac- 
quired power, that after' colonel Clive 'had made 
the firft nabob of the company, Jafficr ally JChawn, 
in the year 1757. ' * 

The company’s black agents in every diflrlcf 
afTumed a jurifdiction, which even the authority of 
the Rajahs and Zeminda^rs in the country durfb not 
withfland. Inftances of thi? influence, fo detri- 
mental to the country are to be met with in every < 
partof Mr. Vanfittart’s narrative. 

As the trade of the company incresfed, and with' 
it the inland trade of their fervants in a much 
greater proportion, thefc evils which at firll Nt ere 
fcarcely felt, became at laft univerfal through the' 
pcngal provinces ; and the whole inland trade of 
' ' ■ ' ■ “ - ‘ th5' 
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Yne coiintry, as conducted for fome years pafi, 
cfpecjally that of the company'^ invtftment for 
Europe, has been one continued fcenc of oppref- 
fion : the baneful effects of which arc feverely fdc 
by every ueaver and manufarturer. In the coun- 
try, every article produced being a monopoly, in 
which the Englifli with their banzars and black 
agents, arbitrarily decide what quantity of goods 
each manufacturer fhail deliver, and the prices ho 
fiiall receive for them. 

To increafe the amount of the company's in- 
veftmentof goods for Europe, beyond what was 
fent by his predecefTor, has been the conftant en- 
deavour of every fucceeding governor of Bengal, 
in order to acquire reputation with the company. 
To obtain this mercafe, a cruel feverity has been 
iifed towards the manufaflurcrs, who labour under 
divers intolerable hardfhips i being forced to fub- 
inic to the general monopoly of the company and 
their fervants,. as the moft abject fiaves j this injuf- 
dee and oppreflion have occafioned frequent 6onf- 
c plaints from the agents of the French and Dutch 
companies, and thefe propolals for a participation 
’of the v/eavers mentioned before. The fcvcrilies 
practifed toivards ihefe poor induftrious people, 
who are generally both manufacturers 'and huf- 
bandmen, are fcarcely to be dtferibed ; foritfrei 
quently happens, that while the officers of the 
collecdons are diftrcffing them orie way'for theif 
eflablifhed rents, the p:or*s of fo*ot foldiers from 
the company’s agents, on the other hani, arepref- 
ling them for their goods in fuch a manner, as tb 
put It out of their power to pay their rents. Whate, 
yer plaufiblc reafons have been given by the coin- 

panj’s 
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pin/s Tcrvacts to juftlfy the tyranny exercifed on 
theopprefied manufacturers while the countr)’ be- 
longed to another power, as forded and rapacioik 
merchants whofc only object was the profit arifing 
from trade. Now that thej have ufurped thefo* 
vereignty of Bengal, the continuation of fuch a 
practice, may be compared to that of the favages 
of Congo, who cut the tree to gather the fruit. 

For the better underflanding the nature of 
thefc oppreflions, it is proper to explain the me- 
thod of providing an inveftment of piece goods, 
if conducted either by tlie export warehoufe 
iceeper, and the company’s fervants at the fubor- 
dinatc faftorlcs on the company's acepunt, or by 
the EngUfh gentlemen in the fcrvice of the com- 
pany,, as their own private ventures. In either 
cafe, factors or agents, called gomaflahs, are 
engaged at monthly wages, by the gentleman's 
banyan, who is at ihs £ime time his interpreter, 
bead book-keeper, head fccrctary, head broker, 
cafh, and fecrec keeper •, there being generally on 
each expedition into the country, one principal 
^gent, one clerk, and one cafh keeper appointed, 
Svithfomc fubftitules, called peoTS, and hmcarats, 
for the purpofe of intelligence ; the latter carrying 
letters to and fro, which, for' want of regular 
pafTcs, every merchant does at his own expence. 
Thefe are difpatched wiiha pervannah from the 
governor of Calcutta, to the iemindarof the 
diftricts where the purchafes are intended to be 
made ; directing him not to impede their bufinefs, 
but to give them every afTiftance in his power, 
^he next ftep, Is to purchafea convenient fum, in 
f5et:KaQftu5eas.«L the Bazar, ax the bstta 
current, 



current, or rate of exchange among the monej^ 
changers, as will beft anfwcr in the intended dif- 
^ricis of purchafe, which isdifpaiched for the firft 
advances to the weavers ; and afterwards gene- 
rally a proportion of fuch goods as is imagined 
can be fold advantageoully in thefaiddiftricts, and 
realized in time for the latter advance in full to 
the weavers are alfo difpatchcd with the company’s 
-permit, and configned to thefc agents. Upon 
jtheir arrival in the manufacturing towns, they fix 
upon a habitation, called cutcherry, a fort of 
warehoufc, to which they fummon the brokers to- 
gether, with thc'W'cavers; when after the receipt of 
part of the pioney in advance, they makethemfigna 
bond for the delivery of a certain quantity of goods, 
at a dated price and fixed time.* The afient of the 
poor weaver is in general not deemed nccefiary, 
for the agents when employed in the company*s 
invedmenc, frequently ipakc them fign what they 
plcafe i and upon the weavers refufing to tite the 
money offered, they frequently tied it to their 
girdles and fent them away with a fevere flogging. 
The brokers employed by thefc mcrcilcfs agents, 
know and have accounts with all the weavers of 
their refpective didrictSy they arc often as mu<ih 
opprefled'as the weavers ; but v.-htn feperately 
employed, they always make the latter pay for ic. 
A number of thefc weavers are generally alfo rfc- 
gidcred in the books of the company’s agents, anti 
not permitted to work for any others, bcinw trans- 
ferred from one to another as fo many (laves, fuC- 
ject to the tyranny and villainy of every fuccccd- 
ing gomadah. The cloth when made, is collected 
inawarchoulc for the purjjofc, where ic is Lepr, 

marked 
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foarked \7lth the weaver’s name, till it is coiivei 
hienc for . the agent to aflcrt and fix the price of 
' each piece ; in r/hich bufinefs, is employed an of- 
ficer called the company’s afierter. The roguery 
practifed in this department is beyond imagination; 
but all terminates in the defrauding the poor wea- 
ver ; for the prices which the company’s agents, in 
confederacy with the afierters, fix upon the goods, 
are in all places at Icaft fifteen per cent, and in fome 
even forty per cent, lefs than the goods manufactu- 
red would fell for in the public market, upon a 
free fale. The weaver, therefore, defirous of ob- 
taining thejufi: price of his labour, frequently at- 
tempts to lell his cloth privately to others, partia 
’cularly to-the Dutch and French agents, who are 
always ready to receive it. I'his occafions the 
'company’s agent to fet his fpics over the wearer 
to watch him, who frequently cut the piece out 
of the loom tt^hen nearfy finifhed. With this 
uncontroulable power, the agents arc never defi- 
cient in providing for themfelves, as many goods 
as they canon their account, and for the banyans'; 
v/hich they either fell to the agents of foreign 
companies on the fpot, or difpatch to Calcutta 
with the goods of thcirtooftliuents, under cover 
of the company’a dufiucks j if there is any rnar- 
Icet at all, they are fure in either cafe to get at 
lead twenty per cent, on the goods thus eJandef- 
tlnely provided. 

• In the time of the Mogul government, and 
even in that of the nabob Alvcrdy Khasvn, the 
weavers manufactured .their goods freely, and 
without oppreffion; it was then a common prac- 
tice for reputable families of the tants or weaver 
• tcaf| 
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pad:, to employ their own capitals In manfaciur- 
Jng goods, which they fold freely on their own 
;icccunts. There is a gentleman nowin England 
who in the- time of that nabob, putchafed in the 
Decca province, in one morning eight hundred 
pieces of mullln at his own door, brought to him 
by the weavers of ihcirown ascord. It was not 
till tlie time of Sujah al Dowlah, that thofe op- 
preflions commenced, and the evil gradually in- 
creafed, upon the EngUfh company' changing 
the mode of providing their inveftments. .Tn Se- 
rajah Dowlah’s time, there were above feven hun- 
dred families of weavers In the diftricts' round 
Jungulburty j on the introdcutlon of this cruel 
monopoly, they all at once abandoned their 
country and their trade. Since thsle days, the 
natives have had no nabob to apply in cafes 
p{ opprfcnion, but fuch as were dependent of 
the EngUfh company, agatnft whom they could 
not feek for redrefs. 

With every fpecics of monopoly, every kind of 
opprclTion to manufacturer!, of all dcnominailont 
throughout the whole country, has daily increa- 
fed ; infomuch that wearers for daring to fell their 
goods, and broker’s for having connived at fuch 
lales, have by the com|hny’s ‘agents frequently 
feized and imprifoned, confined in irons, fined 
conftderable films of money, ’flogged, and depri- 
ved in the mod ignominious manner of v/hat they 
pfteem moft valuable, their caks. Weavers alfo 
upon their inability to perform fuch agreements a»’ 
krtrtTi iurced ^rom fnem ’oy the con.pany’s 
agents, have had their goods feized and fold on the 
fpot, to make ^ood the dcfici^y : zzd the wind- 
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crs of szw fiik, ha\-e been treated alfo with fucb 
indignity, that infranccsliavc beenknovvnof rhcif 
cutting ofF their thumbs tn rage and dcfpair, to 
prevent their being able to wind filk- 

This lafl kind of workmen were purfued with 
fuch rigour during Lord CJivc's late government 
in Bengal, from the molt felfilh and iniquitious 
mailers, that the moll facred laws of focieiy were 
violated with airocioufnefs and impunity For it 
v.as a common thing for the noble lord and his 
committee, to fend the company’s feapoys with 
orders to break open by force of arms the houfes of 
the Armenian merchants eltabhflied atSydabed, 
tvho have from time immemonal been largely con- 
cerned in the filk trade, and to take forcibly the 
negeads, or winders of raw filk from their work and 
drag them to the EngliO) factory. 

Lxclufiveof the Englifli company’s invellmenf, 
the worft of all monopolies, and of what iheforeign 
companies are permitted to provide, in order to 
prevent clamqursin Europe: ihcwhole inland trade 
in almoft every thing elfcthac the country pro- 
duces, and even in fome principal articles of fo- 
reign import, has been monopolized, by a few' of 
the fupenor fervanls of tl:c Enghfh company, with 
their banyans and favourites. 

And not only every public meafute adopted 
hy the government at Calcutta, has been cal- 
culated to favour the cftablilhmcnt of fuch mo- 
nopolies, but even the contradictory and injudi- 
cious orders of the court directors, on divers 
occafions, from a want lof local knowledge and 
fometimes from connivance at the iniquitous pro- 
o/ rheir fsfvaaa abroad, or from tht 



f J 

ftate of parties in Leadcnhall-ftrcef, have promoted 
fucli daring adts of tyranny and oppreflion as are 
*unparallelled in the annals of civilized nations. 

A remarkable inftance of this \vant of local 
3 \nowledge \fas given before the hoiife of com- 
mons, on the 9th and- loth of April 1764, by two 
direftors of the company then examined at the bar ; 
one of whom declared he had been tenycais, and 
the other twenty in the dire^klon. They had both 
occupied the chair of the company, and’ jet decla- 
red they did not know the Danes had any fcttlc- 
ment in benga), notwuhftanding their town and 
fa<aory of Scrampore is only about ten miles diAant 
from Calcutta, upon the river Hoogly. 

The agents of the foreign companies are obliged 
to pay an exorbitant price, for the goods they aro 
allowed to purchafe j and the honeA private mer- 
chant cannot give a full fcope to h»s induftry, as he 
is compelled to provide fecrctly the moft part of 
the few goods he is permitted to purchafe. 

The monopoly of cotton imported by fea from 
Surat, , is equally deftrucAive of the callico manu- 
faetpries and the company’s revenues. This was a 
combination amongft inoft of the gentlemen of 
the council at Calcutta, topngtofs as much a« they 
could of the Bombay and Surat cotton. I'lieir orl-, 
ginal concern on this monopoly amounted to up- 
wards of 300,000 poutMs fterling, which they ‘di- 
vided in Anres among themlclves. The prices of 
cotton which in Beng.il, before .this monopoly werco 
at fixreen and eighteen rupees per maund, eighty 
pounds .weight, • u ere foon faifed .to thirty rupees 5 . 
but at that time, the crop of cotton having proved 
very plentiful, and a great quantity being alfoun-’. 

X X expectedly 
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e?cpccfedfy impcrtcc? in a ne«v irscl^. of tradf, frotn 
a diftant couniry (?o\\n the ii<'crs Jumna and Gan- 
ges greatly prejudiced ihc fales of the monopoli-‘ 
zer'!-. Two expedients were therefore thought of 
to facilitate the fales of their cotton ; one was, to, 
employ the nootinal deputy nabob; Jbut in fact tl'.e 
only man in poacr under the company's fervants. 
bjahomec Reza Khawn, at Marfliadabad, to taKe 
ard diftribute h among the Zemindars ; and the 
other was, ‘ by^ means of the fame mock authority, 
^to prevent the importation of the cotton from the 
upper countries. Accordingly a cohfiderable quan- 
tity was actually ft nt fiomCalcu'ta to Mahomet 
Jvaza Kha\Yn, and ciillributed among the Zemin- 
dars } and on the borders of the Bahar province ; 
a new and extraordinary duty of above thjrty per 
Cent w as levied upon the cotton brought dow n from ' 
the high country ; which was a mofl eficclualmc- 
■ Ihod of preventing itsintsoductjo.i into the Bengal 
provinces. ' * " ’ ' ‘ 

I'hc next public monopoly.ofjate practlftd, has 
been that of. piece goods, fit for the markets of 
BufTorah, Jvidda,, Mocha, Bombay, Surat 'and 
Madraf«. Of thefe goods there arc many funs, 
which the Englifh comj^ny do not deal jn, yet in 
jajociinng them, the famcopprcfilons are practifed, 
under the company's infiuence, as if it was for their 
invefimenc. ' ' , 

For the difpofal of ibcfe goods, another mono-, 
^^oly is cftablifi^ed of tfie cxclaRve right of experra- 
tion, particularly tn Bufibrah, Juddah and Mocha; 
which ufedlO‘bethc mcjlft profitable vo\.ages. For 
this purpo'^e the governor and council of Calcutta 
fitted out' fliips, generally known by tlic denoini* 

* ?• • ' ' j ^ 
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ration of the freight (hips, on whiih the goods of 
this joint concern are Hr(t (hipped, and ihe remain- 
der of the tonnage is filled up on freight. The nia- 
iiageiiiciit of tills tralrlc is under the direction of a 
Iiiember o( the council, nho is acting ouncr, and 
Jeecpsa warehoofe for this purpofe, generally kno'.i n 
m Calcutta by the name of the freight uareh'oufc. 
\\ hen one of thefe freight .lliips is fet up, no other 
jicrlons among the fen that can proside goods, dare 
attempt to let up another on the fame voyage 
M ithout the permifiion of the governor and coiTnl 
cd ; nor is any peribn fuifered to load their goods 
ui any other (hips for thelc marlcets, irnril ih* 
loading of the freight fliip of the governor and 
rounal be compleated. (•'requent inftances have 
licen knoiin ot the goods of private merchants even 
lidropeans, but particularly thofe bclonginE.to 
Armenians, Moguls andGentoos, being in Confe 
quence or' lids monopolv, (lopped on the public 
foaii.and by force carrrcct tothefteiglit w.lreho'ufe - 
mid the proprietors of fuch goods have been obli- 
■ ged, contrary lo their v.ilU, to fee their goods 
(hipped on velTels they had no good opinion of and 
going on vo) ages, the dcdination an 1 mrfnancmenc 
ot v.hirhivere often cuntiived to their detnmcnr 
in confequence of iihioif. thofe merchants haic 
(■reqiientiy loll tiieir fales, have hid their goods 
damaged, left at ports thev nevoi tleligned they 
fliould touch at, and have foraetimes loT: even them 
merchandize. By thefe unwarrantable proceed- 
ings, feveral families of Armenians, principal toV 
ders in this branch to Per(ia and Arabia, have been 
rcdiJced to beggary. 
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‘ Tlie moil notorious monopolies of thfi inland 
trade, piit’m practice by the governor and coun- 
cil of Calcutta are of an inhnite prejudice to mer- 
chants, who are ilriclly prohibited from fending 
their agents into the interior country to piirchaie 
any goods witliout an order from the prcfidcnc of 
Fort William. - 

An order of council was al(b ilTued, prohibiting 
all Englilbmen from quitting Calcutta, or refiding 
at any fubordinate faetory, or in the inland coun- 
try, under a pretence, that they were guilty of op- 
pre/fions towards the natives. This reftriction was 
laid to originate m the Eaft India directors, and in- 
tended to ftop thofe irregularities; But it was in 
fact deviled by the company’s fervants to favour 
the eftablifhmenc and continuation of monopolies,' 
and to prevent dltcoveries of tranfactlons of a 
more private nature in the inland country, where 
many fecrets lay buried. However, when the 
gentlemen of the fecrct committee, who publifhed 
that order, found it convenient for carrying otv 
their monopolies in' fair, bcetlc-nut and tobacco, 
to appoint their agents m difTcrent parts of the 
country for the fala of thole commodities, they did 
not hefitate to ftation them in the fubordinate fac- 
tories for their priv'atc* emoluments. Even the 
gentlemen who Concurred in opinion of the pro- 
priety of that order upon this occafion, had before 
given their fentlmsnis in direct oppofition to fuch 
a meafure. ’ . • i 

►«-It feems ftrange that the governor of a country 
could fancy that ic was inconfi(lent> with their in- 
tcreft to permit their fellow fubjects to inhabit the 
territories of which they were the acting fove- 

■ / - reigne. 
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reigns ’ Sutli an order from ^the governor and’ 
council of Calcutta, proved that they were totally 
«unqiiaUfied for holding the reins of government, 
■which they had taken into their ' hands. The ab- 
furdity of this refohitton is too glaring to need a 
commentary j'it put theEnglifhmen'upona worfe 
footing than, foreigners in a country conquered by 
their own nation 5 fince the governor and council 
thereby deprived ihtm' of that right^ vrhich ths 
French, Dutch < and Dan6s, v/ho ' have fctilements 
in Bengal, enjoyed without moledation. 

The conduct ahd policy of the Dutch'company 
have produced very different ‘efTects, liver fihcc 
their Rrft eftablinimcnt at the Cape of Good Hope, 
they have encouraged new fcitlerhents of their na-* 
tion, who now Inhabit the inland parts 'at the dif- 
tance of above fix hundred miles from their chief 
prefidcncy ♦, ‘ there by a M'ell regulated police, an 
impartial adminiftration^ofjuffice, cultivation antj 
induffry, they have rendered their colony on that 
locky mountain fo abundant in wine, ’cattle, grain, 
and all the products of the earth, that this beauti- 
ful and flourifhing fpot gives occafion for a great 
comparative reproach on the Ihalloiv views of the 
Engitfh company, ’ ' • 

The infatuarioft of the* governor ahd council of 
Calcutta went farther; on the iSlth of May 176S, 
they publiflied an edict prohibiting not only the 
company's fervants and free merchants’, but every 
other European under the company’s protection, 
as well as all Armenians and Ponugueze for carry- 
ing on any trade directly* or'indirectly Beyond or 
without the limits of the faid provinces of Bengil, 
Bahar and Orlffa.' And it was tliercln ordered. 
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that if any of.the perfons jdefcribcd lliouTcl at-* 
iempt to tranfporcany merchandize* beyond thefe 
province?, all fuch merchandize Ihoukl be feized , 
and conhfeated, and the gomaftahs havings charge 
of luch contraband trade, lliould be puntlhed with' 
the utmoft fevcrity. It being intended by the go- 
vernor and council, as was allcdgcd, that none 
but the natives of the country, nruflufmen and 
Idindoos (liould enjoy, the privilege X)f that trade. , 

The injuftice and abiurdity of fuch an order In 
a mercantile community are. too nianifelt, to at- 
tempt to explain it, this would be an Infulc ofTered 
to every man of undcrftanding ; but among the 
ruinous effects of this order, one was the preven- 
tion of. extending, the company’s fales ,of Britifli' 
woollens and other, ftaplc commodities of this king* 
dom, and another, adding to the dilcouragcmenc 
’of the Inland importation of bullion, by lellening, 
sll mercantile connections with the mtrehants of 
the interior parts ofHindoflan. From whence the 
■ governor and council could derive thefe powers of 
confffcadon and punilhtncnt, or by, what autho- 
rity they could deprive of their natural rights; 
iha Armenians and Forgugueze eflablilhcd in Ben- 
gal, who as well as their lorcfathcrs, were native? 
of that country, or^ with what view they wanted 
to prevent all trade in the dominions bordering up- 
on Ucngal, notwithftandtng the princes of fuch 
rfcljacent couritrics permitted, encouraged, and ac- 
cording to ,the cultom of the ‘empire, could, pot 
prevent fu«h trade wc cannot account for, \inlefs 
from priv’atc felfifh notions, as the very gentlemen 
who made this inflrructive order,, continued their 
own agents in the intended diftnots. 
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f It was in former times cuftomarj^ foriperchontj 
/fom all die inland parts of Afia, and even from 
*Tartary, to refort to Jiengal with money or bUlsi 
jto purchafe the cpmmoduies of thefc provinces'. 
They ufeH to go’tHither annually in large parlies of 
many thoufands rogetbef, with droves of oxen for 
the trartfpQtt of goods, from different parts of In- 
doftan ; by vhich 'the inland importation of bul- 
lion into Bengal always far eicceeded the RhoJe im- 
portation by lea ' from Europe and the gulphs of 
J‘erfia and Arabia.' Thus, bv thclrad praflices of 
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tires. They likewife at the fame time prohlliicc'd 
trade in all other articles that arc not for ei^orc 
and import. * 

'rhe diltricts belonging to Bengal which producQ 
fair, are only fneh places as .arev.artied by the 
influx of the tide from the fea, for about fixty 
miles of the ‘ rivers from the bottom of the bay, 
where it is made by boiling an artificial brine fil- 
trated, though prepared earth, by* a procefs very 
different from what is ptactifed m Europe, or in 
the other parts of India. The lands fo waOied are 
thofe to the fouth of Calcutta, and acrofs the bay 
from Chlttigong to Ballaforc ; thefc diftriers ivero 
the former grants from the nabobs of Bengal to the 
company, Mofl of them produce nothing but 
■Tall, from whlcb the whole of theix revenue arifts ; 
but from the fluctuating tenor of orders iflued at 
Calcutta relative to this trade,, none of the native* 
would venture to make (alf, unicfs privately con- 
cerned or protected by fome gentlemen of power 
and influence in the fcrvicc of the company. 

In confequence of repeated orders received from 
the court of Eaft India directors, the governor and 
council of Calcutta in February 1 7 64, iflued a pro- 
clamation, encouraging the natives to make fait ; 
and upon the faith of this order, many of them en- 
gaged in the bufinefs, particularly in the woods ; 
where it is made on low grounds overflowed upon 
the rlfing of the Ganges, afwr the periodical rains. 

In the mean time tbp head banyan of the governor, 
and’ the banyans of fbme of the o’^her principal 
gentlemen, who had formed a fociety, and be- 
came large purchafers of the committee's fait, 
ahhongb the fame was espreiyy contrary 10 the 
■ ' fourth 
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fourth reguhtlon of the ‘committee, of the 3d of 
September reprefcntcd to the committee, 

that as the new fait \\ as permitted to be brought 
to marlcet, before their own was fold' off/ they 
Ihould be ruined by their bargain with the com- 
mittee In copfeqnence of tins reprefehiation on 
-the j 2th of Auguft 1767,' there was another pro- 
clamation ifiued, forbidding the’ removal of any 
new made fait fronrl the ground where it’was pro- 
duced. 'I'his was a moft eficflual method of pre- 
venting the fale of the nev/ mrde fait The fait 
makers called MoUmguecs, came up to Calcutta 
in a body to petition for liberty to remove their 
fait ‘ before the fwcUing of the river above tw'o 
hundred of them at that very time furrounded the 
governor’s palanqueen. for that purpofe, on the 
high road, and falling proflrate on their faces before 
him They were referred to thedewan, ahead 
banyan, though the very* man againlV whom they 
complained j and before they could obtain an or- 
der, their fait was wafhed away. Such is the power 
of a governor’s dewan upon fuch occafions, that at 
’this juncture the agent of the rajah of jafibre, who 
had come up with the fait makers, was taken up 
in Calcutta, by the govynor’s dewan, and fent 
prifoner into his own province, under a guard of 
Ibldiers, where they kept him, till thedewan’s 
bufinefs was accomplifbed. 

The wlfeft meafurc the company could purfue, 
w'ould have been to encourage without reftriftion 
Europeans and others of all denominations, to en- 
gage in the bufinefs of fait making, upon engaging 
to pay the eftablifhcd duties. It Aiould improve 
ponliderably the fait revenues, and low et the price 
y y y of 
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cf tliij ncccrtary of life. Indeed it Is air.arijg, iW 
l^c diredors of a company, that owes its very ex- 
illctjcc to trade, fliouid m any fituation think cf 
prohibiting the free exerofe pf it, accoidm^to 
cftabhfhrd cuftom in a commerrhl country lih 
Tcngal V and parttcolarly when even the profftrky 
cf their cflnUitucnt<;aflairs, muft dependonM 
frccccm. Every prohibition of one fci of men, b 
fat our of another, or the allow ing a free 13 
iomc articles, and laying partial reftrifironj ct 
ethers, muft tend to the cftabliftimeni of 
vous monopolies ; but when thcfeprohibirior.sirt 
iJmcd out in a diftant country, by defperk 
and inforced on fobjecis reduced to thrjildoni ids 
impolitic conduft cannot fail of cncovn^n^ffj- 
lufionsfrom partial views, Thefe proceeding h 
the cafes before os, are particularly dif|;T3ce'tI. 
for before the company made themfelves forei^tj 
there, the moft tyrannical of the blad cilds 
would not have prohibited even sny Eurepfsao 
Bengal from trading in any particular an^P 
Jont;a« he paid 'the foil duties, and ronfeai^ 

--I — ^rthi»I.nnd. Itis lilreiufcCM* 
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imported in large quantities from tKe coaCt of C«-' 
rooiandel and fromPerfia. , 

’ I'he trade of indirlUaals I’n India muft ever be 
to the company’s fpecial advantage, and cannot 
affeft their exclufive trade to and from Europe. 
Among the \ariety of iniquitous abufes praftifed 
in Bengal and the adjacent prQvinccs> to the in-, 
jury of the individuals, and great detriment of 
trade in general, we may properly rank thofc of the 
fpdrious coinages, which have been rnade of late 
years both in the gold and fiber pieces, exprefsly 
coniriry to and apparently for fraudulent pur- 
pofe^ 

The Eilglifh Eafl India company are authorized 
by charter and law to com the money of the coun- 
tries of India in which they have their principal 
feltlefnents, with the pcrfnifiion how ever of thego- 
vtrning princes of thofe countries, and provided 
that fuch coinages be made equal in weight and 
finenefs to the ftandard of the rifpefiive llatds.^ 

1 here arc in different parts of India, divers kinds 
bf gold and filver money, which onl^ pafs 
general currency by iheit refpeftive intnnfic value. 
The ftandard coinages of India are called ficcas, 
and w hether filver rupe^ or gold ones, called 
mohurs, all are cftimaied according to their intrin- 
fic goodnefs, in proportion to their comparative 
value of gold w iih filver. The gold mohurs which 
<^cre tfTued at Calcutta in the year 1765, under the 
alifpices of lord CliVc, and his fele£t committee* 
were by their order made to pafs in value at four- 
then ficcas, or about fixteen current rupees and 
one quarter ; but their circulation at that rate 
«ould nevtfr be made general •, fo that they occa- 

fioned 
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cf neccflary of life. Indeed It is amaziqg, thaj 
the direftors of a company, that o\^cs its very ex- 
iftence to trade, fhouid iti any fituation think of 
prohibiting the free exercife of it, according tq 
eftablifhed curtom in a commercial country like 
Bengal •, and particularly when even the profpericy 
of their condituents aflairs, muft depend on fuefj 
freedom. Every prohibition of one fet of men, in 
favour of another^ or the allow ing a free trade, m 
fome articles, and laying partial ^eflnflions ofi 
others, muft tend to the cftablifhment of mifchic- 
vous monopolies ; but when thefe prohibitions arc 
ilTucd out m a diftant counfry, by defpotic rulcrsj 
and inforced on fubjc^ls reduced to thraldom j this 
impolitic condudk cannot fail of encouraging coI~ 
lufions from partial views. Thefe proceedings in 
the cafes before us, are particularly difgraccful ; 
for before the company made themfelvcs fot ereigns 
there, the ‘mod tyrannical of the black nabobs 
would not have prohibited even any European in 
Bengal from trading in any particular article, fo 
long as he paid the full duties, and conformed tq 
the cuftoms ofthcland. Itis likcnifc contrary to 
the fentiments and orders of the fprmcr courts of 
direfbors, who allowed all trade jn India, on pay- 
ment of the duties, antbonly aimed at the preven- 
tion of the abufes of their permit, v;hich in fadl ua^ 
all that they had a right to interfere with. 

As to the other late prohibition of their fervant? 
to tr^de in any articles, bui'what arc for export 
tnd import, it is a nice dldinflion, which modcri> 
dircflors alone can explain t tor there is not an ar- 
ticle ofirade m Bengal, but w^at is cither an import 

” ‘ ■ impotted 
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mjported m large quantities from the coafb of C«.' 
romandel and from Pcrfia. , 

^ The trade of individuals in India muft ever be 
to the company’s fpectal advantage, and cannot 
affe£t their exclufive trade to and from Europe. 
Among the variety of iniquitous abufcs praftifed 
in Bengal and the adjacent provinces, to the in- 
jury of the individuals, and great detriment of 
trade in general, wt may properly ranlt thofe of the 
fpurious coinages, ^^hich have been made of late 
years both in the gold and filvcr pieces, exprefsly 
contrary to latt', and apparently for fraudulent pur- 
pofes. 

The EhgUih Ead India company arc authorized 
by charter and law to com the money of the coun- 
tries of India in which they have their principal 
fettle/ncms, with the permiflion how ever of the go- 
verning princes of thofe countries, and provided 
that fuch coinages be nicde equal in weight and 
finenefs to the ftandardofthe rifpefiive fiatds. 

1 here are in different parts of India, divers kinds 
of gold and lilver money, which .only pafs Jn 
general currency by their rcrpcftiveintnnfic value. 
The ftandard coinages of India are called ficcas, 
and whether filvcr rupet^ or gold ones, called 
mohurs, all are eftimaied according to ihcir Intrin- 
fic goodnefs, in proportion to their comparative 
value of gold with filver. The gold mohurs which 
fi'ere ilTucd at Calcutta in the year 1 765, under the 
aUfpices of lord CliVc, and his felcft committee^ 
victe by tivevi Ttvzde to 'tzXvA. zt 

tfcen ficcas, or about fixteen current rupees and 
one quarter ; but theif circulation at that rate 
nevir be made general j fo that they occa- 
fioned 
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fioned great inconvcniencics, and of courfe f/eqi 3 e/if 
heav'y Tofies. The comparative value of gold by 
filvcr, above the eflablifhc'd medium, in thefe 
gold mohurs of the Calcutta mint, was laid to have 
been originally raifed only fix per cent, and two 
per cent, more was added for coinage charges. 

The ifTuing of thefe gold mohurs proved the 
fourctt of gteit evils, and was equally injurious to 
the company and the public. This over rating of 
the value of gold foon contributed fo eficdually to 
the draining of thefe provinces of fjlver, that the 
. dircftocs were in February 176S, infotened from 
the governor and council of Calcutta, that it was 
then difficult to procure filver at that prefidcncy, 
in exchange even for an hundred gold mohurs, 
and it was earneftly recommended to them to con- 
fider of fome ocher means of fopplying China with 
,filver, as there was none to be had in Bengal. 

Gold mohurs ac the fame time, for want of fib 
ver rupees, were by unar'oidable neceffity fenc 
from Bengal to Madrafs, to aofwcr the moft pref- 
fing exigencies of that fcitlcnient, though it was 
evident that a very heavy lofe would attend fuch 
remittances; and by the fame advices the directors 
were farther informed, that the lofs at Madrafs on 
fuch remittances of thc-^old mohurs from Bengal 
had becn,thiitcen per cent. The governor and 
council of Calcutta likewlfe acknowledged in their 
advices to the directors, that they had been great- 
ly difappointed in their views of eftablifliing a gold 
■ aerrcacy, as with all their iafluence it would not 
pafs in any of the provinces, “ fo wedded were 
the natives to the particular fpecic they had been 
accuftomed to.” Theymighthave faid with more 

truth 



C ' • 1 ' 

trutli, that the people were wife enough not to fa^-* 
fer themfclves to be cheated jn fo grofs a manner. 
»A great trade was afterwards carried on in Calcut- 
ta^ in difeounting gold mohurs at eleven per cent, 
the banyans of {oms hnghfh gentlemen high in oU 
lice did this bufinefs \ none but them reaped 
advantage of this money, which had no currency 
except within the boundaries of Calcutta ; fo that 
thofe who had payments to malte beyond thofe 
boundaries, were under a ncceflity to get jt ex- 
changed at fo great a lolsdifcount. To fuch an ex- 
traordinary degree was this fpurious gold coinage 
difgraccd at laft, even in Calcutta, that there was 
once a quantity of them fold at public auction, by 
the authority of the mayor’s court, which produced 
only ten current rupees, and one quarter a mohur; 
which admitting the proprietor had originally re- 
ceived them at fixteen and one quarter current ru- 
pees each, made no Icfs a difference than thirty 
eight per cent lofs. The rupees as ftandard weight 
and finenefs called ficcas, arc eight per cent better 
than the areals which the Englilh, European, and 
black troops are obliged to receive for their pay. 
The worft fpecics of rupees called yizlery, from 
One of the >labobs who called himfdf vizier of the 
empire, was a fpurious cbin ifiued in limes of dif* 
frcls, for the payment of his troops. This bafe 
coinage has been introduced in different diflricts 
fince the fubverfion of the empire. The fubfti- 
tutes and dependents of the EngliOi company have 
authorifed even their b?nyans to coin vizeries 
themintofCanarasand lUahcbad, tn contempt of 
the grand mogui’s prerogam c, for robbing the 
poor foldiers, by paying them with this bafe mo- 
ney f 
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nfy ; they have even earned their injurticc aftd ef- ' 
frontcry lo far as to pay the pcnfion of that nomi- 
nal foveteign with thjs adulterated coin ; and thi^ ‘ 
monarch who ftiles hitnfclf king of the world, hatf 
been reduced to brook with this injury, fo degra- 
ding to his rights. 

Thus the (upteme executive power of this king- 
dom has been difregarded by-thefe unlawful coin- 
ages, fo much below the ftandard of the entire; 
and to obtrude even government payments with 
this dif^redited money,* as fraudulent valuations, 
are crimes of the blackeft dye, if not actually high 
treafon, though it cannot be tried by law in In- 
dia. 

Upon the whole, the monopdllcs and other 
pernicious regulations enforced in Bengal, particu- 
Jarlybylord Chveand his committee are haftening 
on that deftruSkton of the manufactories, and of 
all fpirit of laduftry, which began by dipofing 
nabobs, and ufurping the power Of thcie fobftitu- 
fed in their place. They have been, for feveraF 
'years paft dccreafing m quality and advancing in 
price, while many manufacturers of all denomina- 
tions have, by unparalclled oppreffions, been 
drivenfrom their callings and their country. The 
former manufactures in Bengal, were incompara- 
bly finer, than any thing now produced. There 
was a fort of muflin called alroan, which was ma- 
nufactured folely for the ufe of the emperor’s fera- 
gUo, a piece of which fold for 400 rupees at 50I. 
ftcffling; it is faid to have weighed only five ficca 
rupees, and if fpread upon wee grafs to have been 
fcarcely vifible. 
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AU merchants from the interior parts of A^Ia^* 
'Were cfTeftually prevented by thefe iniquitous prac- 
iices, from having any mercantile intcrcourfe with 
Bengal, whiUt the natives in general are in fa£t de- 
prived of all trade within thoie provinces, ic being 
wholly monopolized by a few company's fervants 
and theirdependents In foch a fituation no com- 
mercial country can fiourilh. Speh has been the 
'decreafe of the company's credit, that the Benga 
bonds hive been difcountcd in Calcutta at up- 
wards of fourteen per cent. As long as the ori- 
ginal fprings of commerce are thus obftruSed, and 
the cruel oppreflilon of the induftrious part of the 
natives continues, there Is no polFibillty of repla- 
cing in Its proper channel the great influence of 
vealth which ufed (Iream In from the commerce. 
«f Afia. It is pianifeft, thaithe company and their 
fubflituces have, by a fubverfipn of the rights of 
mankind, excrcifed wish impunity every fpecies 
of violence and Injuftice. The trade of the other 
European nations with the Bengal provinces was 
another inlet of w calih, and while the company are 
continually draining off from thence, Lmmcnfc 
fums annually for China, Madrafs, ^Bombay and 
other places, the confequpnces cannot prove other 
than luln and diftrcfs, to ihele ineftimabic terri- 
tories. 

Some have ventured to afflrm, that the inhabi- 
tants of the pro\ ince of Bengal, hav’e fuch a vene- 
pt on for the river Ganges, as to prevail on thcjn 
tq enduce tV/tCe hatdlii.vVfVi, radvtt than 

leave the country. But ihclr fuperflulous rites of 
Birmha the law giverof the Gentoos, are celebra- 
ted uith equal acal to the northward of Bahar. 
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The poflsflion of thefe provinces with all their na- 
tural refourccs, will fbon become burclenfome to 
the company and the nation, if fo many abufes of 
a hwlefs aligarchy are not fbon icformed. 'I'he 
majortt)' of the directors forfeveral years part have 
fliewn themfelvcs unqualified for their fiations ? 
others who were able to trace out the evils, have 
proved themfelvcs unworthy of their truft, by ^ne- 
glecting to act honourably from fuch knowledge. 
It is to be hoped, that go^'cmment will take the 
prefervation and improvement of thefe Afiatic do- 
minions into their moft ferious confideration, while 
there is ye? time for the prevention of more dread- 
ful evils. 

The charaftcr of Mr. Francis Sykes, the Junior* 
member of lord Clive’s fectei committee, has been 
fafiiciently exploded before the grand inquefiof the' 
nation, to require a further ecclarifiemcnt on his 
principles and his coodufV. He was appointed 
after the company were become fovereigns of Keh- 
gal, by the noble prefidene and his privy council, 
their refident at the Durbar or the nabob’s court, 
at the capital of Murfhedabad. The following 
letters of this gentleman, entrufied, on account of 
his tried dlfintercflednefs Uid abilities, with a con- 
trouling power over the court and officers, of the 
nominal nabob Najam al Dowlah, will throw 
light on the docility of his complexion, and the 
lyftem of his employers. - . 

Copy of a letter from- Francis Sykes, cfquire, fe- 

fident at the Durbar, to the fecrec committee a?‘ 

Calcutta. Dated, the 2^th July 1 765. 
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To Williatri Brightwcl! Sumrie^, fifquire, Sxcl 
* ** gentlemen of the fclect committee. 

Gentlemen, 

By the great fudden fall of rain, and the ra- 
pidity faf the river, I have been prevented front 
arriving here till yefterday : I ftiall directly proceed 
on my bufioefs with all poflible difpatch, and you 
hiay depend upon it, that nothing fliall be wanting 
on my part to finifli the afiairs which I am com- 
miflioned on, as well as any others which may fall 
fo my management during my (lay here, to the 
entire fatisfacilon of the committee. 

bhave had the pleafure to receive feveral let- 
ters from lord Clive lince I left Calcutta, wherein 
ins lordlhlp reprefents to me the inconveniences 
and difficulties the prefent minillcrs find in carry- 
ing on the affairs of the government j owing to 
the Nabob^s ignorance, and his '“being totally un- 
acquainted with any hind of bufinefs whatever; 
and to obviate and cftcftually remove art evil of fo 
dangerous a tendency, 'his lordfhip recommends to 
me to endeavour to get the Nabob to thtovr the 
hnanagerrient of affairs entirely inter the hands of 
the minifters now in powbrj to 'make over all the 
revenues anfing from the fubahfhip, in order to 
fenable us to pay the expsnccs of the army, dif- 
charge the demands for reftitutlon, army, &c. and 
for an annual ftipend fo the king, with other con- 
tingent expences, in confiderationt of our paying 
him a ilim of about fifty lacks per annum, for his 
liorfe, Teapoys, ‘begdm, brother's zenana, houfe- 
bold charges, and every other expcnce v hich may 
Attend himfclF, provided this affair be fandtified 
Zzz ' by, 
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by a funniid from the king. 1 his tjadoubtcdly 
^viH be a grand point; anil to obtain it, I fliall* 
ce/tainly exert my endeavours as I elleem it to be 
cqu.illy for the Nabob’s cafe and our own iniereft; 
for it ts certain the firate of influctjce we enjoy in 
thefe provinces, however great in appearance, 
does not carry with 'it thole real advantages and 
weighty efieiSs which are neceflary, not to leave 
that power in danger of being dilputcd, and fail- 
ing us at a time when the company is m moftwant 
of It 5 befides it will be attended with many fur- 
ther good conftquences,’ particularly that of efiec- 
tually putting a flop to that difllpation of reve- 
nues which hath reduced the Nabob, the compa- 
ny, and the country, fo frequently to a diftrclTed 
condition. 

** I am getting an account of the Nabob’s im- 
mediate expenccs, in order to be able the better to 
judge what fttpend wdll l>c moft fultable to his 
rank and dignity, and our honour and credit. 

“ Mr. Sumner h.iving informed me, that there 
w-as a deficiency in the money paid by the Nabob 
into our ireafury, of about rupees 40,562 2 annas, 

I therefore acquaint you, thatan order wasfentthe 
day before yefterdav for Vhe payment of it, which 
1 hope by this time is come fafe to hand. 

“ 1 am, with the greateft rcfpcct, 

“ Gentlemen, 

j “ Your moft obedient, humble fervant, 

* One of the Nabob'* jardens near Mufijedabad. 
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Copy of a letter from Francis Sylte-;, Elq; refident 
SL the Durbar* to the feerct committee at Cal- 
. cutta. Dated the iSih July 1765. 

“ To William Brightwell Sumner, Efquire, &c. 

Gentlemen of the lelcdl committee. 

“ Gentlemen, 

“ I have had the picafure to receive your favour 
as late as only four days ago, inclofing the plan for 
carrying on the tradi of lalt, beetle-nut and to- 
bacco, accompanied by feveral queftions wliich 
required to be anfwered by each member of the 
feleft cojnmittce fcverally, jn order to collect their 
fentiments, to enable you to proceed agreeably 
thereto. 

Having replied to each query, in a feparate pa- 
per, leaves me very liulc to fay here on the fub- 
jecc. I have included the colonels and lieutenant- 
colonels 10 the plan, more from? defire of remov- 
ing every fparlc. of envy, and fhe\ving our difin- 
icrcficdncfs in money matters, which certainly 
ought to be confidcred m a pUn fo cxtenfive as 
thi'?, more than from any claim of real right ; for 
as the company’s covenanted fervants only are in- 
titlcd ro duftucks, they ctrtainly can be the only 
perfons intitljd to a fliarc in this trade ; but J look 
upon this as fo great an object, that we can, with- 
out impropriety, maUe a voluntary tender to ihele 
gentlemen, who are excluded from receiving pre- 
lents, as well as tie company’s covenanted feV- 
vants. 

As It is uncertain what number of majors r;e 
may have upon this cftablifliment, I think, for 

lliat 
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tliaC rcafon, it is not proper to include them, anj 
likcwife as they may be too numerous a body. 

** I now inclofe you the nabob’s perwanahs, &c. • 
amounting to one hundred and fix, which willena- 
blc jou immediately to cpter upon the contracts. 

I have been very particular in collcdting the 
number of zemindars whofe countries produce any 
fait, and think thofc I have fent you will be fufii- 
cient for the falt->vorks dependent on the Fouzdar 
of Hoogly, as wcU as for thofc which are to be 
under the management of the gentlemen of Dacca 
and Chittigong. You will find that the zemindars 
are entirely put under our authority, and are to com- 
ply with fuch regulations as you fliall think proper 
to eftabhlh, 

“ I can with pleafure inform you, that I have 
completed the bufinels which was fo earneftly re- 
commended to me by lord Clive. The nabob, 
after fully explaining to /lyti the many advantages 
that would anfe to the public, and how much he 
v/ould be cmbarrafTed from his little knowledge in 
affairs of fo much confeauence, has, after mature 
ponfideration, agreed to accept of a ftlpend officca 
rupees, 5,386,161 per annum ; and will, in confe- 
qucnce of fuch agreement, throw all the affairs of 
the government into the Vands pf Mahomed Raz? 
Cawn, Doolubram, and Juggut Seat, the miniffers 
appointed by us 5 and makeover the management: 
and revenue of the fubahdary for the payment of 
the forces, reftitution, and other purpofes men- 
tioned in lord Clive’s letter of the 11th indanf, 
provided the fame be duly authorized and con- 
firmed by the king. - He was indeed fo fully per^ 
fuaded of the expedieni^ qf the meafures propo- 
thaf he wpyld have accepted of fifty Jacks ; 

‘ ^ hPP 
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tut on pcroelving how clofely he was tied up rela- 
tive to the allow ance «wde him for his * Affwaryj 
‘Emaumbarry expences, Zenana,/ and other arii- 
ples, I thought the credit of the committee requi- 
red that his allowance fltoujd be enlarged j parti- 
cularly when I coufidcred what a glorious oppor- 
tunity he gives us of eflablifliing a new fyftem of 
government, which, if properly adopted, regu- 
lated, and purfued v/ith fteadmefs and firmnefs, 
bids faireft for fettling that tranquillity in the three 
provinces which has been fo long wanting, and 
confeiTed fo edential for tlie good of the country, 
the nabob's cafe, and the profperity of the com- 
pany. This profpect, I own, appears to me to be 
of no lefs importance to our honourable employers, 
than that of cdablilhiog them in this kingdom be- 
yond the attempts of any enemy whatever ; and 
fecuring fuch real and folid advantages as, from 
our influence, we have a right to expect, and 
which muft In a fiiort time render the company the 
greateft and moft potent commercial body in the 
world. But an clTential preliminary towards efta- 
bliihing this plan will be, to fecure the dewannee, 
which, though formerly a very diftinct office, is 
row become fo dependent on the fubahdary, that 
they cannot with any pre^riety be in two dilferent 
interefts. This can be very eafily fecured by lord 
Clive ; and I make no doubt but it will, on a re- 
prcfencation from the committee to h!s lordlhip on 
thefubjecc. In the courfe of regulating this buG- 
nefs with the nabob, I have had the greateft “bt- 

? The retinue maintained for pirade ; the expenccs 
incurred at his mofques in religious matters, and Che 
t barges of his feragUo. 


tention 
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!the government were executed ; and dan wtK 

•much fatUfartion inform you, that I thinlc every 
one acts with the greaitft affidutty in his own of- 
fice, without aiming at any encroachment on the 
partition of authority we judged necefiary for the 
fecurity of the prefent eftabliniment. "Whatever 
attempts might have been made on the balance of 
power by Doolubram, I am convinced he is very 
fenlible of his error, and wiU give no caufe forany 
further complaints. There is at prefent fhe great- 
eft harmony and cordiality fubfilling between the 
Nabob and his minifters, as well as between the 
minifters themfelves, that the beft of confequenccs 
is to be expected from it, and wc may hope a con-' 
tinuahee of it, by a little attention only in the gen- 
tleman who refides at the Durbar. The Nabob 
is extremely polite, and Very tractable. I cannot 
conclude this fubject without mentioning to you, 
gentlemen,- the very extraordinary afliduity and 
rare of Mahomed Reza Khawn for the good of’the 
company and the country j and from his indefati- 
•gablenel's, joined with a principle of honour and 
integrity, we may expect affairs foon reduced into 
good form and order, a thine lb much to be covet- 
ed. ^ 

“ In three or four days time I hope to be able 
to fend you about two lacks of rupees, but expect 
little or nothing more : but I 'muft requeft that a 
tender of this money may be made the merchants 
as foon as the company is in caQi, and their affairs 
will admit of its return, having given my word that 
this 'circumftance will be complied with; as 1 
Ihould not otherwife have been able to obtain it, 

unicfs 
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lihtcfs i had made ufe of force, a method ■wTiIcIJ 
ought to be avoided. « 

** I am, with the gtcateft rcfpect. 
Gentlemen, 

Your mollobedicnt, humble fervauf,- 


^dradbaug, the 28th 
July, 1765. 


(Signed) Francis Sykes.*^ 


Copy of a letter from Francis Sykes,- Efquire, re- 
lident at the Durbar, to the fecret committee af 
Calcutta. Dated the 51ft October 1765. 

** To the right honourable lord CUve, preddent 
and governor, and the gentlemen of the felcct 
committee. 

My lords and gentlemen, 

“ Inclofed 1 fend you a ftatement of the Bahnr 
revenues, as 6xed for this year j with a particular 
account of fuch parts ss are aiBgned over for the 
payment of the jagheers which have been granted 
by royal authority, and whofe names I alfo par- 
ticularizcr ' 

“ After a ferUtiny info fcvcral years accounts, I 
find very little has been really Tjrought to the cre- 
dit of the Nizamut, even in the molt peaceable 
times ; but in Meer Jaffier’s it has been a very 
Keavy expence to him ; little or nothing. I find, 
being collected even to fupport a part of the char- 
ges attendhg ir. ,By the bell accounts that I can 
learn, v.'c fhall hardly cotne up to the prefent 
ftatement, though I thought it would be better 
not to rate it lower this year, and the next wa 
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-fnjght with more propriety judge of it? real valued 
*The expence in Rarnnarain^s, as well as in the 
prefcnc nabob Icraam al Dowlah’s time, has been 
fchargedat i, 153, 934 — i — <0, asyou willoblerve 
by the account 1 now inclofc you. have ekami- 
hed very narrowly into every article, and have 
with the afiiftance of Mahomed Reza Khawn, re- 
duced the expcnfce to^rupees 750,920, though ilUl 
great and heavy ; yet the minifters declare to me, 
that there js no fuperfluous cxpence in thatfum.j 
‘that i{ will require the full number of people 
mentioned tq .tollefl the revenues properly, and 
pay the different conungenc expences which muft 
ncccflarily happen m foextcnfive a country. 

Mahomed Reza Khawn, Doolubram, &c.' 
w ould, with your confent, adopt the following 
plan, l^abob Itraam al Dowlah to return to his 
llation : Dlrgenaram to remain alfo j and two 
bverfeers on the part of the company, and one on 
ihatof the mmifters of the government, to remain; 
not only as checks on their aftions, but to enable 
them to proceed in the colle£lions with the greaceft 
aherity. Had not out connexions with the bro- 
thers of die above-mentioned perfons made it ne- 
teflary to give them oor^counicnance, and a pro- 
per influence in thO country, I Ihould be entirely 
for having a new Clafs of people of lefs confe- 
qucnce, more aXivc, and their expcnces conffde- 
rably Icfs, to manage the affairs of tint province ; 
.and who would be more inclinable to obey any 
onlcrs they might receive from hence than they 
Invc htcly (hewed.. Whatever arrangera>;nts yod 
may tliinb proper to make, the fooner it is con- 
jiludcd on the better 5 .is wtry thing is at an cn- 
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Vire ftop, nor can the miniflers procure any falls’* 
faftory anfwer, fo as to inform themfelvcs of the* 
progrefs that has been mseJe in the rents. 

^ “ In the account of thejagueers and charity- 
lands, which I now forward to your lordfhip, &c. 
amounting to 2,018,714 — 10 — o, there will be 
fin confequence of our late agreement^ that which 
the nabob had, amounting to 902,960 -8—15, to 
be brought to the company’s credit, alfo the fum 
of 290,707 -14—0 which has been kept up under 
the head of jagucers, and has been an Impofitlon, 
as no perfon can claim it, or any part thereof, ei- 
‘iher by an authority of royal funnuds, or as a gift 
of the nabob’s ; fo that’it muft be- a fraud inthofe 
who had the management of affairs. The lum al- 
low ed for charity is bulky and I make no doubt, 
if It was in my power to enquire into that article, 
■"we would find the greaieil part mifapphed. 

I have been greatly retarded in fending you 
theinclofed accounts by the^many impofitions the 
Patna Mutfeddees, Congocs, 8cc. wanted to have 
continued and confirmed ; not only in the value 
of the province and m the account of expences, 
'but in the amount of each perfon’s jaguecr ; many 
ofwham had charged Aore than their funnuds in- 
titled them to receive, in cxpc6lations that no in- 
quiry would be made into their right. In Ihort, 
an entire reformation wants to be made, fooner or 
later, which if you Hiould not have done now, I 
‘would recommend its taking place in April next, 
v/hen the Poonea is made, and the value of each 
purgunnah is fixed, or as loon as you think it will 
be moft confident w ith the plan of government you 


“ Are- 
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** A regular and proper mode once fixed on,* 

, and men ofadVivity, iteadinefs, and integrity em- 
ployed, in the management of the colletSions, who 
will pay a proper attention to the frontier provin- 
ces, 1 am confident, that the province of Bahar 
w ill then yield very little Ihort of one crore of ru- 
pees. The jagucers and charity-lands Hand at the 
old rents, or at W'hat they paid many years ago. 
They will certainly no'v produce double the n- 
mounc, and in point of right, the furplus, whate- 
ver it may be, exceeding the amoupt wiiich the 
funuuds intitle the proprietors to, ought to be 
brought to the credit of the company Before I 
have done w'lth this fobjeft it will be necelTarp to 
mention, that Shetabroy, as king’s dewan, has the 
department of the Khalfah “ ; wherein not only 
revenues, but duties arifing to the goverument 
yearly, the amount not inconfiderabie, ought to 
be added to this account, I have applied not only 
10 Itraam al Dowlah, but to the Batna Muifcd- 
decs, all of whom decline giving me any account 
of the fame, referring me to Shttab''Oy for them. 
As this gentleman is now in Calcutta, you will be 
faeft able to adjuft this matter with him. 

The dunes arifing 5 otu the Punchuttrah of- 
fice at Murfliedabad, only a few years ago, 
amounted to rupees 384,000. 1 find there is now 
exifting fcarcely any thing more than the name. I 
have accordingly got Mahomed RezaKhawm, &c. 
to appomc a perfon of integrity and anidmty tojn- 
fpedl into the Daroga’s proceedings, and keep an 
‘zA nVft. tn-AT.-g vc, \\ct 

jnent, as has been for many years eftabUfhed. The 

likQ 

jr f Crown lands, 
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lilvc rc^uhtlons I have defircd might take, place m 
the tankfall *, '\vhere abufes appear equally great. , 
I find it will be abfolmely necefiary feme re- 
gulations flaould be fixed on for the government cf 
thv: chokeys uU over the country, tor which pur- 
pofe 1 have got MahomedRezaKhawnto write tQ 
the fovvzdars and zcmindacs of the different pro- 
vinces, for an exaft account of all the chokeys now 
kept up, that a proper arrangement may be made, 
and a few cohfiJerable ones eftablilhed in the meft 
convenient parrs of the country, which wilfanfwer 
the purpofe much more effeflually than thefuper- 
tluous number that do now cxift, which have in 
dome degree only ferved to fubvert the true intent 
for which they were ordered, and throwing a num- 
ber of difficulties in the way of trade in general. 

Fraud and villainy appears to have been car- 
ried to fo great a height in every department, that 
I am no longer furprizcd that the Nabobs of late 
have been fo much diftrefied m their government. 
A total change, by degrees, mufl: be made ; and 
it can only be by degrees brought about, without 
great difturbance and murmuring all over the coun- 
try'. r am exerting rny uimoft endeavours for that 
purpofe : but have to Rri^glc with every difficul- 
ty that can be thrown in my way by minillers, 
mutfeddees, congoes, &c. and their dependents. 
Yet with a proper fupport from you, I make not 
the Icaft doubt, in time, but I fhall accomplilh 
your moft fanguinc expeflai\ons. 

Reprefentaiions of bte have been made to me 
by the zemindars of diffcreiit villages, that the 

« The mint. 
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king is fixing dawks* from Illahabad to tins place 
and Calcutta ; that it will be h very great burthen 
•to the inhabitants in many parts of the country, if 
they arc under n ncccflity of fupporiing them with 
the ufual necclTancs, having already both the com- 
pany’s and the Nabob’s daxtUs to provide for, and 
requeft they may be relieved from lb heavy a griev- 
ance. 

“ Inclofed I fend you a letter which I have re- 
ceived from captain M'Phcrfon, reprefervting the 
hardfiiip he has laboured under fince his being or- 
dered on the Moradbaug eftablilhment, in being 
deprived the receiving of any batta, notvvithftand- 
ing a detachment at Coflimbazar has been allowed 
it. 1 requeft yourlordftiip, ficc. will take his cafe 
into confideration : and fhoutd it not be inconfifi:- 
ent with the rules and tcgulaiions thcncftablilhed, 
J defire you will order him to receive at leall: half 
batta, agreeably to whjt was allowed the Coffim- 
ba^ar (}ctachmcnt, as an hundred and twenty ru- 
pees has been the only fum he has had to live on 
iince his reftdence there, 

** I am, with the greatell refpeft, 

“ My lord and gentlemen, 

** Tout nioft ob^ient, humble fervant, 

. ^ ^’toberl’ 1765. Cignsd) Francis Sykes." 

"^he dawhs, or poflmcn, when employed by the 
lung, n ere fupported by the countries through v/tkh 
fhey paired. • 

t A garden of the Nabob’s, near the cky c( />!«/- 
fhedabad. ^ ' 



C 544 1 

Copy of a letter from Francis Sykes, efquire, re? 
fidcnt at the Durbar, to the felect committee ac. 
Calcutta. Dated thei7ih X^ov. 1765. 

f' To the riglit honourable lord Clive, prefident 
“ and governor, and the gentlemen of the fe- 
** left committee. 

** My lord and gentlemen, 

“ Your lordlhip’s &c. favours of, the 5th and 
7th inftant 1 have received. ' . 

** Inclofed 1 fend you an account of the reve- 
nues, as concluded on with the fowzdars, zemin- 
dars, &c. for_ the prefent year 1765, amounting 
to i5,o29,oi6—'io— z rupees, charges included j 
v/ith an account of what has been already colle^led, 
"how it has been dlfburfcd to the laft of Rubby al 
fany, or the idth Oftober, in order that you may 
have a true and exafk flat'e of affairs of this pro- 
vince to that time : and fliall from henceforward 
iend you a monthly treafury account, that you may 
be acquainted regularly with the ftate of the trea- 
fury here. 

“ On my arrival here, I found that the revenues 
orlfing from the differentvprovinccs and purgunnahs 
‘which compofe Bengal- had been rated, though 
not finally concluded with the different officers .of 
the government. Jn examining into this bufinefs, 
and by comparing the value of the different dif- 
ti^fts of the country with what they were rated at 
dn Allavcrdy Khawft’s time, Serajah al Dowlah’s, 
•Meer Jaffier’s, &rc. I found many fell greatly ihort 
of what th$y had produced, taking the medium of 
-fsYCral years. I therefore defired that this im- 
•i-" portanj 
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"portant matter might be rcconfidcred; and after a 

» few days attention to this particular, I have the fa- 
tisfflccion to inclofeyoua ftatcmsnt, which, I make 
no doubt, will meec with your approbation. Iti 
this agreement 1 have aimed at a certain equitable 
andjull valuation between the proprietor and the 
tenant, without fubjeciing ourfclv'es toanyjuftlm- 
putation of feverity : and though! do not find thac 
Bengal alone ever produced to the Nabob the a- 
mounc as appears by the neat balance, except in the 
time of Coffim Ally Khiwn, yet I am confident, 
with good management, we may reafonably expect: 
an incrcafe, without thelcaftopprcfiion to the farm- 
ers or tenants. Some degree of rigour may be ne- 
ceffary this year, to toufc the zermnduTS and coV^ 
lectors from that lethargy which they have been 
in, and convince them we are determined to put a 
flop to the fcandalous practices fo frequently com- 
mitted all over India, land that the w-elfare of the 
Nabob and our employers hour object, by receiv- 
ing the juft revenues due to the government. 

“ I Ihall exert myfeUto the utmoft of my pow- 
er, to have the tuU amount of ficca rupees 
1 5 ,oo 4,887"2"5 regularly and properly colletfted. 
fifty lacks of which I Matter myfelf I fhall have 
in the treafury by the nth of February, which 
includes the December payments j as> by an eih- 
blifiied cuftom, a month’s credit ts always given. 
Should it fo happen that I am difappoinled m my 
expeftations, I fequeft your lordliiip, £:c. •’Ill 
not impute it to any neglect, or fault cn my parr, 
but to the confcqucnce of a number cf efreum- 
’ ftances entirely independent of me, vVehabufi- 
n«fs of this nature is ever liable [ rr-oft hear- 
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tily lome method could be taben prevent 
the gentlemen, civil as well as military, from fend-* 
Jng for the different officers • of the government on 
fevery frivolous pretence, by which the collectrsns 
arc greatly impeded: and owing to the diftance 
fuch circumftances happen from me, J find it a 
moll difficult matter to be a. proper judge, whe- 
ther they are acting in virtue of their ftation, of 
in open violence to your orders. 

“ The expencesof mohurrees, piVes, fervants; 
faurkandazes, roads, chanty, with other contin- 
gent articles attending the collections, amounting 
to rupees 1,024,129—7—7, arc large and enor- 
mous, notwithflianding I have retrenched them a- 
bove one half. Yet f cannot with any propriety 
attempt to reduce them lower this year, particu- 
larly as the mirtiftersdectire they are not onlyrea- 
‘foaable, but iodirpenfably ueceflar)'. However/ 
as I gee a greater infight into the nature of thefe 
tharges, and the collections in general, I flnll be 
better able to judge what are fuperiluous, and what 
notfo: and cvery.rcgulation and plan ofoccono- 
*' . 

* ThUalliidci to a praificc very common, of Eng- 
lifii gentlemen, w hen travelling iip’the country, fena- 
ingto tliCi^emindarsfor provifions and bearers lor thclr^ 
palanquecns, f<c. the amount of which the Zenundaf 
infert^ among the charges of the col’cclion, or elfc 
Iciicd It upon il e r)'of<,'or farmers : in ancient times 
the emperor’v officers were atv\a\s (l> coTiphmenicd 
when travelling, by the Zemindar*, on the road. Since 
the Diglifli conip3nybccamcihe/b\c’‘eIgns, their fer- 
'J-ant', civil and military, have lieji Icxii.edonin the 

6f fuch applications w as become troublclomc and op- 
preffive. 
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hyf. -^n oMcr to reduce this article/ fliall always 
'fcagerly.lje embraced and .forwardfed to your.lofd-' 
fliip, &ci as cxpedittdufly pofiible. 

Your lordfliip; &c. -will obferve In the account 
6f the revenues a number. of purgunna'hs, which 
have no charge ann'exed'thcm; This is owing to 
;hc zemindars- letting them on a leafe for three or 
four years ; and the expentes which arc allowed 
under the head ofNaridar, Sec.'' by agf cement, is 
given i^p to the zerhindar, and the tenant is 
.have for, his profits, whatever he can collect above 
the fum.flipulated to be paid to' government. ■ By 
this. means it will aUvays be'difnculc to obtain. the 
true value of th'c'lands, and it is' an evil which mull 
be rcifuficd.' '• ' 

' I have'fup'pHed the fa^oriesbf Coffimbezarand. 
Deccai’ with caTlt for. the ufe of their invellmfetit^,- 
•agreeable' to your' lofdlhip's- orders ? 'the former 
with' .three lacUs' of ficoa rupees, and the' latiet 
with' one.pf,'a'rcots, ‘;ind to-morrow mOrnih^ {hall 
jfend you down',' 'under tfie care of a party of- fca* • 
poysj 'fix-lacks/'* ' ' 

. .1 have had ‘much difficulty ’in .‘procuring an ac-. 
count of the receipts 'and disburfements rfiade this 
year, and delayed lending you the accouric of the 
revenues, in expectation of -forwarding you'this at 
the fame., time}. but though 1 "have pow’dfawri it 
put, .1 find fo, it\auy articles necelTary to .be ex- 
plained, .and fo many inaccuracies appearing, ; that 
1 am ftill obli^d to poftpone forwarding it, till ,it ‘ 
can be thrown imd a form which wiU meet whb 
yon'r approbation.' ^ ’• '■ ».« •• ,• v . . ... . 

• ' Furroc-Barg, onebf the nabob’s garden houfes, 
being greatly put of repair,' and one of the rooms *. 
• . \fS already • 
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already fallen in, the minifters would be glad of 
of your permifliOn, to lay out a fmall fum of mo- , 
ney on that building, to prevent its becoming an 
entire rum. 

lam, with the. greateft refpedb. 

My lord and gentlemen. 

Your moft humble fervant. 

Mootejil the zy 

Nov. 1765. (Signed) F. Sykes.” 

Several Britifh fubjefls, Armenians, &c. having 
fought for redrefs of the Injuries they had received 
during the prefidency of lord Clive, Mr. Vcrelft 
and others, under the palladium of our laws; be- 
fore we mention the grievances of feme of thefe in- 
dividuals, w'c fliall give the reader an idea of the 
nature and defefis of the confliiucion of the Eafl 
India company. 

If ariftocracy is the worft of all political tyran- 
nies, and found by experience to be the moH: par- 
tial ard the moft 'oppre/five, a trading company 
inverted with an ariftocratic power, is the molt 
likely to abufe if, ss avarice, the ruling principle 
of a mercantile foclety, prompts them to divers 
acts of Injuftice and op^teflion, when unreftrained 
by coercive law's. 

The Dutch Taft India company, though arlrto- 
craiic in its executive power, is the fubject of a de- 
mocratic trading ftale, which has cftablinied fuch 
chectual chedcs on all entfurted operative powers 
in India, as ferve fully to prevent both executive 
opprcflion, jind the rapine of individuals. 'I'he 
Trench Eaft India company was ftil! more reftram- 
xd ia the executive powen granted by royai avtho- 
‘ “ rity. 
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The company are by their infliimion 3 deniQ. 
pratic body, the {upreme power even over the ma- 
nagement of their commercial coocerns, being 
pliccd at large in the hands of all proprietors who 
'had five hundred pounds ftock, lately raifed to 
'one thoufand pounds ; and fb entirely popular is the 
government of this commercial commdmty, tha^ 
nine proprietors qualified for voting at their gene- 
ral courts, can at any time lequiie and procure 
the aflembhng of thcxvholc body fbrfpecified bull, 
nefs ; where a majority of the members are entic- 
Jed to demand whatever information or infpection' 
they pleafes to regulate dividends to cftabjifli byc- 
laws and rcfolutions, and to' order their being car- 
Ticd into execution by their fubftitutcsj the- twen- 
ty four directors, who are annually chofen } pro- 
vided fuch regulations be conformable to the com- 
pany’s charter, and not repugnant to the laws of 
'the Kingdom. • ' ^ 

Such IS the confiitution of this incorporated 
community, which is.fuitable to the nature and 
end of its eftablilhmcnt, being the emplojmenc 
of the joint ftock in commerce, to their own ad- 
vantage, and at the fam? time to the benefit of the 
ftate. The exclufn’c right of trade granted to 
■ them, 'was for the fake of.cncouraging a new and 
important branch of commerce, that might prove 
beneficial to' the* kingdom, and which was not 
Jikcljr perhaps at that time, to be properly under- 
take or profecuted on any other conditions : and 
no otlicr conftitutional rcalbn'could be given to au- 
thorize the grant of fuch cxclufive rights by char- 
ters. ^hile this incorporated body of merchants 
were prolccudng trade in purfuit of their own in- 
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fercf*", thc) were hkewife to be confidcred as act- 
ing in trult for the public, under the infpectioii, 
controul, and mfpeciiop of government, as the 
comn'erce of India, like that which is carrze4 on 
between Great Britain and every other country, is 
the commerce of the ftatc 

So long as the cohccrns of the coihpany conti- 
nued purel) commerci'tj, and while they werefob- 
jcct in their Afiaiic fettlements to the contreul of 
Indian powers, the authority delegated to thfem by 
their royal charter, for die regulatiob of the facto-' 
ries they were to eftabltrfi in fuch remote coun^ 
tries, for the advancement of their ^rad**, might 
be confidcred as fafe and rcguifite As this- tra- 
ding community had no other \ icws or expectations 
than of the prouts anfing from their commerce, 
there could be no pretence of government inter- 
fering jn the management of their commercial af- 
fairs , though It muft* be confelTed, the powCf 
which the company were authorized to exercife tn 
India, was even foon after their firft eftablifhment 
too frequently abufed by the gtofs acts of injuf 
tice and oppreflion, which have been fucccllivcly 
continued, in open violation of the rights of man- 
i«nd, down to ^he prcfen^timts 
lJur the circumftances of this company have 
within a few years p4ft, become very different 
from what they \Vere, or could be forefeen cither 
at the gran^, or on therenewal of their char- 
ters By their forces in conjunction with tliofe.of 
the king, immcpf® terntories have b-en acquired 
in India , and tl ough of right they can ^ly be- 
long to the ftatc, yet they have been with held by 
■^c company, or rathci farmed to their rapacious 
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end Uwlcfs rnonopoUzcTs, together ^vuh thepctf 
fons and rights of their wretched inhabitants, for^ 
flipuhtcd annual confidcratiori. So that the com-' 
pany nowpoflcfles and cxercife in thofc territories, 
not orjly all jhpir prior commercial privileges, but 
likewlfe all the powers of defpotic fovereignty, 
with equal fway over their, fellow European Igb- 
jects, and the helplefs fubdued Afiatics ; there be- 
ing no courts of juilice in thefe countries, that are 
cfiectual for the due protection of cither. 

It js therefore a moll intcrelling object qf na- 
tional eonfidcratlonand inquiry ; whether tlje prot 
tection and government of fuch extenfive, popu- 
lous and wealthy provinces, and the management 
and appropriation of a yearly revenue of ftveral 
millions fterl|ng, can be intrpllcd witl^ fafety tq 
the care of a fluctuating ficmocratjc communitY 
of traders, compofed of natives and aliens of all 
countries and religions, without adequat? checks 
of thcBritifh IcgiOatlvc? cfpecially as the very 
ilock of this company with all the pQ\yers and 
*?ights annexed to it, may in cfTcdc be engroflecl 
by combining proprietors. It is not even impof- 
fible, that one man Ibould obtain the command of 
the company, by dmt wealth acquired* in its 
fervice ; and by a dextrous management of fpht 
iloclc, among temporary proprietors, influence 
them to vote in his favour whatever he plcafcs. 
Lord Clive was in fact become the demagogue of 
thj^ mercantile fociety, >vhcn he lately exercjfed in 
India a dictatorial power even over his conftltu- 
ents. ^ combination of foreigners, by engrofling 
much (lock, may perhaps influence fuch meafares 
fs inay even aodajsgcr rhfl.Aljarjc tenhosh) 

fions, 
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Rons, find ih^ India trade of this nation." 
■critical juncture they might pofRbly be made in- 
‘ftruments fot difturbing the peace of Europe, and 
thereby expofe to- hazard the future power and 
welfare of thU kingdom. 

In whatever light «e confider the India compa- 
ny, to whom thefe Afiauc territories, and with 
them no inconfidcrable partition of the national in- 
fluence in Europe arc entruftccl, it is evident that 
fuch pofTeflions are of too much confcquencc to be 
abandoned to twenty four directors, often ill qua- 
lified for the entire management of concerns of fuch 
infinite importance; efpecially as they are general- 
ly elected by the combinations and intrigues of a 
'few rnonied rpen, actuated by ihefc powerful fprings 
of the human foul, ambition and avarice: and indeed 
the general prevalency of the houfe lifts of candi- 
dates at elections for directors, and of houfe quef- 
tlons, carried by the,hoofchold troops at moft of 
“the general courts, mi"ht ferve to convince the 
'public, that thofe miniuers of the company, after 
they are fo chofen, become in rcaltity their maf- 
*ters though perhaps on feme occafions they may 
act as the mere tools of fuch individuals as helped 
to exalt them, and whg in fo doing had their intc- 
refe in view. 

When wc conlidcr. what the directors have zz 
their difpofal in England and in India, In 'the civil 
‘tnilttatyand maritime departments ; the partiality 
fhewn in tlie diftrlburlonof thefe lucrative employ- 
ments, and the preference too often given t*o the 
unworthy, it ts impoflible that government above 
thefe little cabals and connections fliould’appearin 
the fame dcfpicablq light to the Afiatics and their 
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own country, v/ert they rulers of the nationsi 
concerns in Indoftan, as the India fcocL is limited, 
the number of proprietors qualified for voting is 
fmall in proportion, befides the.requifitc property 
for the candidates to the directors is too inconfidc- 
rable, comparatively with the many advantages 
that may be reaped, and the gratifications that 
can be conferred, if we compute the great fhare of 
India ftock belonging to foreigners, we will bo 
able to judge of the impolitical difpariiy of the 
natives, the directors will preferv'e their undue in- 
ilticnce, over the voters, as the majority of the pro^ 
prictors cither refide abrbad or are not qualified 
for voting in the aflembly of the company. 

Yet great as the ptr-verof the directors is in Eu- 
rope, there have been fuch'dcfpoics In the fcrvicc 
6f the company abroad, who no: only have pre- 
fumsd to inteepret the orders of their employers, 
as might befe ferve their own porpofes in fuch 
monopolies as were grievous to the natives, injuri- 
ous to trade and freedom, and greaiiy detrimental 
to the company ; but have even peremptorily dif. 
puted the moft abfolute injunctions of their conftt- 
ruents, and abufed the power injudicioudy beftowed 
•n them by the moft glaring perverfion of jufdce, 
and the moft arbitrary an^'^unconfcitutionaiappli. 
cation of military force at. the fame time. Such 
has been the art and the pecuniary influence of 
thefe oppreflbrs, that no delinquent in India-has 
been jet brought to exemplary juftice in Europe; 
nor has any kind of redrcls been oihsrw ife than re- 
luctantly granted by directors, to fuch unhappy 
people as had been wantonly perfccutcd, cruelly 
-ftripp^d, exiled and utterly ruined, not only with- 
' ’ out 
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but proved guilt that deferv'cd punlHim-nt, or 
•" ithouc trial of any kind, not fo much even as the 
Open accufation of a mifdemeanor while on the 
contrary, wchavefeen thefe little tyrants, intru- 
ded into the fenate, and aflbciatcd irt the dircflion 
foon after their arrival, ufing uncommon indulT: y 
to ftide accufationsf or even to bear down by po ver 
the complaints of the injured Thefe mftarces 
have re-ttaced in our days the pifconfular ravag s, 
pradbfed in the roman provinces, and the applies 
rtons that w cre afterwards inefTeitually made, ei- 
ther for juftice or redrefs, to the remporarv rulers 
of degenerate Rome , the feat of univerfal empire, 
during the lafe luxurious, corrupt and rapacious 
ftages of that once glorious, but then finl ing com- 
monweaUh '' 

Thui this mercantile democracy, is from a cor- 
ruption become m praflice an odious oligarchy, 
A majority of the twenty four dire(Soys can C/^cr- 
xife Jfuch defpoiic powers as operate without limit, 
bath m Europe and Afia , not only over the ref- 
peflablebody of the real proprietors, but hkcwife 
over the fortunes of all men who engage in the 
company’s fcrvicc And this po\/er they exererc 
with the fame ablbluteyefs oyer fhepeopl*, the 
revenues, the internal trade and external com- 
merce of every confiderable part of Tndia, uhilft 
they arc pofiT feed Of tlic whole traffic of thu king- 
dom \\ ith the eifterfi quarter of tlic globe ' 
Since lord Clivc aflum-d the dewanre*, ih^pro 
jefls of conquefts ftem ro have fo engrored the 
attention of the company’s fervants, that they 
feem to have been as rcgardlefs of tne true com 
mercial mterefes of the kingdom, as they have 
4 C Chewn 
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execution of its fovereign truft ; that the company 
is a fovereign m the capacity of a mei'chant, and 
accordingly afts there in that double capacity ; and 
that thole ho afl under them are defpors and 
merchants, as well for thcmftlves as the company : 
vhich arc circumftances that muft prove dfillruftive 
to a commercial country ; that being a fubjecc de- 
pending on the government of the country in which 
It refides, for its own protection and cxillence, it 
is totally devoid of that quality which conftitutes 
the very end and being of government, which is 
proteftion.*’ 

He then proceed^ to dcfcribe the company *s sr- 
tinclal government of Bengal, m hirh has no ot^cr 
fuppori than the pretence of holding an office 
under the Mogul, who Vas in fact their prlfoner 
and a nabob w ithout pow't r, vhu U dependent on 
th,.rn for his very fubHlUnce and is 'forced to 
perpetrate the moft unitarrantihle actions, when 
directed to ferve the iniquitous purpofes of the com- 
pany 's fervants. 

He rcprefv'ots the real government ot the coun- 
try, in the hands of young liuropean fervants to 
thtfeompany, ^^araricious and ignorant, on whofe 
proceedings the governnjent ot this country bj- 
ftows very little aticmion,* while the natives fub- 
mlt to thefe raw, illiterate upflarts, with the mofl: 
timid refignation, and are but little under the con- 
tioul of their maftersjihe Eaft India directors. But 
fhould the very worft ponilhment in their power,* 
be inflicted on a governor or fome wealthy mem- 
ber of the council, in any of ihe prefidencies, 
•which is difmiliion from the fervicc, it is but what 
he was prepared for, being ready to embark wlthi 
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fl princely fortune for his mother country^ 

I ivherc he fets the company at defiance, feeing, «■ 
that in an ordinary court of jufticc they can convict 
him of nothing more than an error of judgment 
With refpect to criminal jullicc in liengal, the 
governor and council wereia fact the parties to pro- 
lecute, the magiftrates to impirfon, the judges to 
lentence, the fovereigns to order execution, and 
fuch defpots, that no grand gnd petJijqry dared 
venture to, difoblige them; while for dccifions ref- 
yecting property they have the appointing of the 
judges, who decree without juricsj and lihewife _ 
the power of difplacing them on any exhibited 
complaint made to themfclves, which they can at 
any time procure with facility. 

bo Iiheivife they can caulc what kind of jullice 
they plcafe to be executed on the unprotected na- 
tives ; and Ihould any of them againft the will of 
fheir arbitrary rulers, dare* to avail themfclves of 
their right, to appeal to the laws of England for 
jufcicc, they forcibly deliver them up into the 
hands of their cieature, a mock nabob_ who punc- 
really and literally executes Ins orders.’ And ijjus 
we find this fliadow of a nabob ferve to exclude ef^ 
feciually the natives of tHu countiy'from ihcprhl- 
Uge ot the Engliih law s. 

With refpeft to commerce and internal irade^ 
the whole of both in Bengal, are in cHeft mono- 
p jIics eiiher in the Jtands of the company or ihofc 
of »hc r fcfvanis ; the former from being the only 
n.erchanr or commercial importer and exporter, as 
of courre the cxclufive bincr and fdlcr from or to 
flurope, dr fclf preferibed conditions, at leafl as 
fas ZTi Br'AvO.v ■ctrowvtict S vc^ vc 

. “ " ' ^ ‘ greatly 
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greatly prefcriptive in effcdl v/ith - reipeft to the 
reft. The advantages of. buyers and fellers over , 
cach^othcr, are the mere acquifition of, a double 
posver of monopolizing over the property of a whole 
people, ^nd therefore dangerous alike to the wel- 
fare of individuals, and the profpsrity /of a coun- 
try 5 but of courfe mull prove greatly more fo whea 
.united with unlimited fovereignty. ' 

As the fervants of the company .monopolize .di- 
•refily or indircdly, all the branches of inierrial 
trade, the raw materials for manufacccTry as well 
as the neceliaries of life« It is impoflible that the 
provinces of Bengal fhould flourilh as long_ as the 
induftrious' arc deprived of aU freedom, and the 
fruits of their labour clogged with prohibitions and 
'penaljtics, • ' , . • 

■' Indeed many of the evils, under which .Bengal 
has laboured for fomc years paft, regard to this 

• pfofticution of the public revenues, and the unpo- 
litical regulations relatiyc to trade and .mariufac- ‘ 

• tory,- have in a great mcafure originated in Leaden- 
haU-Strect, from the ignorance or knavery of fomc 
members ’ of 'the direction; frohi. the continual 

. changes and fluctuating ftatc of that court and' that 
, of the proprietors, an^ for want of .a permanent 
fyllem of government adequate to the altered -ftato 
of the company’s affairs in. tho/e diflanf regions.- 
' Moflrongcr proof could be given of the defective 
ConlUtution of the company, or of theincompe- 
, tehcyof^hc courc'qf directors, than the ncceinty 
they thought themreives under a few years ago of 
having reeburfe to the expedient of fending fuper- 
.vifors to India; Mr; Vanfitarc-. and others, who 
' have never been heard -of fmce. But after all. 
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r-jvfi.'iritj- ind prcfen-ation of, the company’s 
s-' -irk'acquifitions, requires fjfiem very diffe- 
renTfrom aU the palliatives and temporary expedi- 
ents of ihallorv politics. 

■ It mult be confelfcd, that the opportunity which 
the fituation of the company have of late years af- 
forded for the fudden acquilicion of wealth and 
power have been great anti numerous, -and the 
temptations fuch as few men have the virtue to 
avithdand. Thefe rapid fortunes have ferved to 
ollablilh i variety of intetells, clalhing svith each 
other, among all ranks of petfons iotcrefled in the 
fooiety, dillinct from all profpects of advantage 
from the joint trade, and even often repugnant to 
the interells of the nation. Whilll the fituation 
and government of the company remains a Jlahi 
Baa, It is contrary to rcafon, the ratutc of the hu- 
"man paflions, and indeed of all experience to ex- 
pect other management or other confequcnces ei- 
ther in England or India, whatever fet of men will 
be in the direction of their affairs. The company 
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Vinces, and pahicnlarly ihcfcdf Afia.undera fapa* 
cious and opprciTive government. In vain, a few 
hundred flatter thcmfelves to enjoy fccuniy againfc 
millions, without a mild and equitable govern- 
mentj'as the fuppofed difference . in the natural 
acquired vigour of mind or body, cannot realize 
the illufion of fafety againft fuch odds in numbers. 

After having enumerated the nioft glaring abu- 
fes introduced by the ruling company's fervanis in 
Bengal, multiplied during the prefidency of lord 
Clivc, we (ball relate fomc particulars analagous 
to his lordfhip’s paifions and fentiments, commu- 
nicated to us by a petfon of credit and veracity, 
who was at Calcutta the laft time the noble lord 
was in the zenith of his power and glory. What- 
ever notions of his lordibip’s benevolence and ge- 
nerofity have been propagated by his friends and 
dependents, it feems as if his tender feelings had been 
confined to the gratih6ation of his fenfes, and his, 
beneficence the effect of pride and oftentation. . 

It, was cxpeflcd that his lordflftp’s profufion ade- 
quate 'to his fortune might overhow the channels 
of fpltindor and pageantry, and be diverted into 
the benign ftreams of liberality towards the help- 
lefs and the Indigent, ’^oon after the noble prefi- 
deni’s arrival at Calcutta, a gentleman in the civil 
* fcrvicc of the company, who felt for his fellow ^ 
, creatures amidft ihefe opulent wretches, infcnfible 
to the cries of the difircffcd, was honoured with 
an Invitation of the fupreme gdv^rnor. He made 
an honourable mention of Mr. Vanfitarr, lord 
Clive's , predeesflbr, and highly commended his 
munificence and benefactions; he obferved before 
^lord CliVc, while at his table, liiat Mr. Vanfitan’s 
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the prolperltf snd prefcrvation of, the company’s 
valuable acquifitions, require a fyftem very difre- 
rcnt from all the paliiatlves and temporary expedi- 
ents of fliallow politics. 

' Jtmuft be confefled, that the opportunity which 
the fituation of the cpmpaoy have of late years af- 
forded for the fuddcn acquifition of wealth and 
power have been great anti numerous, ‘and the 
temptations fuch as few men have the virtue to 
nvithftand, Thefe rapid fortunes have ferved to 
cftablilh a variety of interefh, clalhing with each 
other, among all ranks of perfons interefted in the 
fociety, diftincc from all profpccts of advantage 
from the joint trade, and even often repugnant to 
the interefts of the nation. Whild the fituation 
and |;overnmcnt of the company remains a Jialu 
tpio, Tt is contrary to reafon, the nature of the hu» 
'man paiVions, and indeed of all experience to ex* 
peer other management or other confequences ei- 
ther in England or India, whatever fet of men will 
be in the direction of their affairs, .The company 
. in its prefent ftation may be compared to a ftupen- 
dous edifice, fuddenly erected on a foundation not 
previoufly well examiDcd or fecured, inhabited by 
momentary proprietors ancLgovernors, divided by 
. intcrefts •, and while one fttof. them is overload- 
ing the fuperftructucc, another is undermining 
the foundation. 

It is ridiculous to foppofo, that thefe remote 
acqiyfitions will be long kept in peaceable fub- 
jection, by any other ties than juftice, humanity, 
and convenience. Even triumphant Rome, mif- 
trcfsoftheunlverfe, could not with her victorious 
ajralcs, fecure the fubmiOion of the diftant pro- 

. vinccs, 
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Vinces, and particularlythefeof Afia,undera rapa* 
cious and opprcfTive government. In vain, a fc\V 
hundred flatter themfelves to enjoy fccurity againfc 
millions, without a mild and equitable govern- 
ment; ‘as the fuppofed difference . in the natural 
acquired vigour of mind or body, cannot realize 
the illufion of fafeiy againft fuch edds in numbers. 

After having enumerated the moft glaring abu- 
fes introduced by the ruling company's fervants in 
Bengal, multiplied during the prefidency of lord 
Clive, we Ihall relate fome particulars analagous 
to his lordfhip’s paffions and fcntiments, commu* 
nicated to us by a perfon of credit and veracity, 
who was at Calcutta the lift time the noble lord 
was in the zenith of his power and glory. What- 
ever notions of his lordHiip’s benevolence and gc- 
nerofity have been propagated by his friends and 
dependents, It Teems as if fats tender feelings had been 
confined to the gratification of his fenfes, and his 
beneficence the effect of pride and ofteniation. . 

It was expected that his lordfliip’s profufion ade- 
quate to his fortune might overflow the channels 
of fplendor and pageantry, and be diverted into 
the benign (treams of liberality towards the help- 
lefs and the indigent. JSoon after the noble preff- 
dent’s arrival at Calcutta, a gentleman in the civil 
fervice of the company, who felt for his fellow . 
creatures amidfe thefe opulent wretches, infenfible 
to the cries of the dificeflcd, was honoured with 
an invitation of the fupreme gdvernor. He made 
TOevAvao. o-C Ms. losd 

Clive’s , predeceflbr, and highly commended his 
munifiesnee and benefactions; he obferved before 
Jord CUve, while at his table, that Mr. Vanfitart’s 
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benevolence abroad, Avtfs adequate to hi<» Iiofpits- 
lity at home j tliat he never didribured Idfs in cha- 
titablc ufes during his government than 4000 ru* 
pecs per month, and that fcveral vvldow-s and 
young ladies friendicfs and deditute had ’been the 
■worthy objects of his fpontancous relief, till they 
wcie happily married, or othetwife leleafcd from 
their troubles and difficulties. This intimation 
■which fliould have ftimtilated the noble governor 
to the fame meritorious acts, could not even in- 
fluence htm to beftow a praife on Mr. Vanfitart’s 
fcxtenfive donations. His lordfhip replied with a' 
deliberate Infenfibility, and a fhamelefs fncer, that 
betrayed his principles: “What Mr. Vanfitart 
did in this particular fhall be no precedent to me, 
as I am determined not to ibllow it i but were the 
ladies inclined to repay the favour, in beftowing- 
theirsj I do not know how far this motive might 
prevail on my fcnlation.** This declaration fhewed. 
lord Clive in his true colours, and was follov/cd by 
a contemptuous lilence and mdignatiorr. 


END OF THE FIRST VOLlIxME; 



